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Gandhi’s A Thought Forthe Day
makes history atX16.2 crore

t@ @oué]\t for

VEENU SANDHU
New Delhi, 20 August

The year was 1930. A young
man from Sindh, all of 24 and
deeplyinfluenced by Mahatma
Gandhi, joined the Dandi
March held in defiance of the
British salt tax. His name was
Anand T Hingorani. What
beganaspolitical participation
soon evolved into something
far deeper and long-lasting.
Hingorani went on to join
Gandhi at the Sabarmati
Ashramin Ahmedabad, briefly
edited theweekly Harijan,and
took upon himself the task of
collecting and cataloguing
Gandhi’s writings, including
the wvast correspondence
addressed to him.

This instinct to preserve
would shape one of the most
important private Gandhi
archives. Among Hingorani’s
many initiatives was a simple
yetprofound request: He urged
Gandhi to write a daily
“thought”. Gandhi agreed.
What followed was an extra-
ordinaryintellectual and moral
exercise carried out over nearly
two years. From 1944 to 1946,
Gandhi wrote 688 reflections,
each dated, each intended as
personal guidance, and each
rooted in lived philosophy.

This very archive took
centre stage at Saffronart’s
online auction, “Gandhi: From
the Collection of Anand T
Hingorani”, on August 18 and
19. The sale, comprising 86 lots,
achieved strong results, but it
was A Thought for the Day that
made history, selling for316.20
crore ($1.70 million), setting a
world record for an Indian his-
torical document at auction.

Preserved by the Hingorani

PHOTOS: COURTESY SAFFRONART

family for over 80 years, the
collection offers an intimate
windowinto Gandhi asa politi-
cal leader, mentor, and moral
thinker. The archive itself is
expansive, comprising letters,
signed books, photographs,
and personal objects. At its
core rests the A Thought for the
Dayseries.

Hingorani, who owned a
printing  press, provided
Gandhi with embossed cards
onwhichthesereflectionswere
initially written.

“I's incredible that for
almost two years (23 months to
be precise), every day, he wrote
down a thought... and gave

The collection includes 688
reflections from Gandhi,
written every day over 2
years and intended asa
personal guidance

those to Anand Hingorani,”
says Saffronart Co-founder
Minal Vazirani. Whenthe cards
ran out, Gandhi continued
writing in a notebook, which
was also included in the sale.
However, Gandhi being
Gandhi, he imposed a condi-
tion: These reflections would
not be immediately dissemi-
nated. Instead, he insisted that
they remain unpublished
unless he had truly lived up to
the ideals they expressed. He
did notwish “to preach... with-
outlivingit,” Vazirani explains.
Onlyafter this period of self-
examination did he permit
Hingorani to compile them
into a book. “So, you know, it
wasatrial for himself,” shesays.
This insistence on ethical con-
sistency makes the archive
morethan historical documen-
tation. It also turns it into a
record of self-discipline and
accountability.

Gandhi’s peti
charkha and
twoletterson
the Spiritual
Discipline of
Spinning sold
for¥1.02 crore

Written primarily in Hindi
(Devnagari script), the reflec-
tions touch on spirituality,
humility, equality, and the con-
duct of everyday life, drawing
from texts such as the Bhaga-
vad Gita, the Ishwar Upan-
ishad, and other devotional
traditions. Theyare, as Vazirani
describes, “moments of philos-
ophy... really talking about the
conduct of everyday life”.

Beyond the manuscripts,
the auction included objects
that embodied Gandhi’s
philosophy in practice, such as
his peti charkha, a portable
spinning wheel, which was not

just a symbol of economic
self-reliance but also of spiri-
tual discipline; “of doing a
repetitive motion, justlike, say,
the act of repeating shlokas,”
says Vazirani.

The collection also speaks
of Gandhi’s global engage-
ment. Letters from around the
‘world, preserved and passed on
to Hingorani, document a dia-
logue between colonial India,
‘which was largely isolated from
theworld,and aninternational
community keenly observing
how this non-violent struggle
for independence would play
out. “Peoplearewritingtome. I
am writing to them,” Vazirani
says, describing how Gandhi
soughtto bridge that divide.

The Hingorani family’s
decision topartwith the archive
after generations wasguided by
adesire to make it accessible to
a wider audience and to fund
initiatives that would extend its
legacy, such as documentary
projects and educational
resources, sheadds.

Among other things, the
record-breaking sale signals a
resounding recognition of the
relevance of Gandhi in the
India of today. It also, as Vazi-
rani observes, points to a
broader cultural shift: That
today’s Indian collectors are
increasingly confident in “pre-
serving our heritage... and
being the arbiters of our own
history”. That the archive
remainswithin Indiaonly rein-
forcesitssymbolicimportance.
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Unaudited Consolidated Financial Results of the Company for the Quarter ended on June 30, 2026

(in Millions)

Quarter Quarter Year

Sl Fealms Ended Ended Ended
No. 30.06.2026 | 30.06.2025 | 31.03.2026
Unaudited Unaudited Audited

1.| Total Income 5,095.80 3,190.13 17,378.70
2.| Earnings before Interest, Tax, Items, D and (EBITDA) 1,067.38 398.85 3,394.51
3.| Profit before tax for the period/ year 912.64 234.83 2,650.39
4. | Profit for the period/ year 662.61 168.85 1,934.52
5.| Total Comprehensive Income for the period/ year [Comprising profit for the period/ year after 676.37 173.63 1,884.78

tax and Other Comprehensive Income (net of tax)]
6.| Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face Value of Rs. 1/ Per Share) - o 105.65
7.| Reserves and surplus B - | 510002
8.| Earning Per Share (of Rs. 1/- each) (Not annualized except year ended)

-Basic and Diluted 6.27 1.60 18.31

Note: The above is an extract of the detailed Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter ended June 30, 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended. The full format of the
Financial Results d lable on the Stock Exchange websites:- www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com and on
Company’s website: www. by scanning the given QR code.
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“Disclaimer : All prices are ex-showroom India. Actual performance figures may differ in conditions other than test conditions. Vehicle body colour may differ due to printing process. Images used in this ad are for representation purposes only. In view of our policy of continuously
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No. Folk gl | '30.06?28;2 ' 30.052333 31.035'2626

; it . Unaudited . |  Unaudited Audited

1.| Total Income : 5,095.80 3,190.13 17,378.70
2. | Earnings before Interest, Tax, Exceptional ltemns, Depreciation and amortisation (EBITDA) 1,067.38 398.85 | 3394.51 |

3.| Profit before tax for the period/ year i 912.64 234.83 | 2,650.39

4.| Profit for the period/ year Narad | 6261 168.85 | 1,934.52

5.| Total Comprehensive Income for.the period/ year [Comprisiﬁg profit for the period/ year after ' 676:37 173.63 1,884.78

tax-and Other Comprehensive Income (net of tax)] ok ;

* 6.| Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face Value of Rs. 1/- Per Share) - 5 105.65
7.| Reserves and surplus M . : - ' - 5,109.92
8.| Earning Per Share (of Rs. 1/-each) (Not annualized excepf year ended) : ]

- Basic and Diluted & 6:27 | 1.60 18.31 | i

Note: The abov'e is an extract of the detailed Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter ended June 30, 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended. The full format of the
Financial Results (consolidated and standalone) are available on the Stock Exchange websites:- www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com and on
Company's website: www.lohiagrohp.com. The samecanalso be accessed by scanning the given QR code.
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