


at ECI, Rout harnessed the UN system and other multilateral institutions, to extend technical 

and professional assistance to younger democracies. He was instrumental in creation of new 

alliances for exchange of knowledge and mutual support in South Asia, Africa, and Asia in 

election management and co-drafted the charter to create the Association of World Election 

Bodies (A-WEB) 

Akshay Rout laid the foundation of India International Institute of Democracy and 
Election Management (IIIDEM), a global knowledge and resource Centre to meet the critical 

need for capacity development in election management both at home and abroad. He was the 

first Director General of IIIDEM. 

As a specialist in communication, Akshay Rout has made distinguished contribution 

to public service broadcasting in India and in carving out partnership for media in all 
developmental and democratic processes. He has provided leadership to the National News 

Channel, DD News as Director General and Addi. Director General. He represented the 
Public Service broadcasters in South East Asia and Bangladesh from 2000 to 2003. 

Akshay Rout has been an international Election Observer, travelled widely and speaks 

and writes on sanitation, communication, public participation and elections and democracy. 

He was twice recommended by Election Commission of India and one more time by Ministry 

of Drinking Water and Sanitation for Prime Minister's Award for Civil Servants. He is a 

triple Masters: in English literature from Utkal University; in Economics and Management 

from University of Manchester; and in Public Policy and Sustainable Development from 

TERI University. 

Akshay Rout is associated with two historic achievements in recent times: the 

dramatic increase in voters' registration and turnout in Indian elections & the fulfilment of 

world's largest behaviour change mission - the Swachh Bharat Mission. 


