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DESPITE TRAFFIC, AUTOMATIC PUSH 

SUV buyers still favour manuals 
Micro-drama ............ , ... 
10-fold by FY3 2: 

lt.K&AR MERCHANT 
Mumb01i, September 3 

MIO~SIZE SUV BUYERS con 
tinuetoowrwhelminglytavour 
manualge<~rboxesdespitewo~­
ening trafficconditioru3nd the 
~rowm~ <IV3ilability of a.uto­
matk varianu, with the higher 
upfronlcostoftwo-pedalmod­
els emerging as a key detemnt 

Manual-equipped mid-size 
SUVs accounted for 71.4% of 
u~s in the first hillf of 2026, 
comp<~rcdwithl8.6%forauto­
nutkvariants,accordingtodatl 
I rom j.:ato Dynamics. The spht 
underscores the gap between 
the premiumisationoflndia's 
SUV market omd consume~· 
willingness to pay for additional 
drtvingconvenlcf\Ce. 

The average price difference 
between ~trol manu.1l and 
petrolautomatic SUVs is around 
~1.5 Jakh, depending on the 
model and powertr.lin. forbuy­
ersalreadystretchingtheirbud­
g-eLStocnterthemld sizeSUV 

BEING OLD SCHOOL 

• Manual-equipped mid·size 
SUVs accounted for 

71.4% 
of sales 1n first half of 2026 

a Only 

28.6% i 
consumers 
preferred 
autom01tic vMianu 

segment, the additional pre· 
mium can be diffiCUlt to justify. 

Thechoiceisalsonotsimply 
between a manual and an auto· 
matic gearbox. Buyers must 
weigh whether the additional 
outlay should go towards a two­
pedal transmission, ..1 higher 
variant with more features or a 
dlfferentpowertrain.~l~ether. 

With a significant proportion of 
vehicle purch..1ses linanced, a 

higher purch;ue prke also 
tnns!Atesinloah~g~rmonthly 

EM\. 
Tr.lfflc, meanwhile, should 

thooreticallybe dnvinggre.Jtcr 
demand for automatics. Two· 
pedal driving elim inates the 
need tooperateaclutchand Cln 
reduce fattgul! duringstop·and· 
gocommutn~.Yettherel.nively 
low penetration of automatics 
suggt!!iU UutconVI! niencealone 

• Higher upfront 
cost continues to 
outwetgh 
convenience for 
most mid-size 
SUVbuyers 

•For buyers 
alre;;ady stu1tching 
their budgets to 
enter the mid-siz.e 
SUV segment, the 
additional 
putmivm can be 
d iffiCult to justify 

has not been suffiCient to offset 
theprice:~mium. 

Familiarity with manual 
transmissions remains ;;another 
fuctnr.ConsurnenwhohaYCdri 
ven manual c..1n for yean m..1y 
seelittlereason to switch unless 
the convenience of an .Juto­
matic is compelling enough to 
JUStifytheadditionalcost.Man­
ualsarealsogenerallyperceived 
assimplcrandcheapert.onu.in 

tain, particularly a mont: buyers 
outsid"maiorurbancentre:o. VtvEAT SUSAN PINTO 

The automatic market Itself Mumbai, S@ptember 3 
sp;:.ns multiple te-chnologies, 
includmg auwmated manual INDIA'S FAST-GROWING 
transmissions(AMTs),continu- MICRQ-ORA MA market is 
ouily v;uiilble transmissions entering a new phase of mon· 
(CVI's), torque converters and etisation, with advertisinjt: set 
dual-clutch systems. While rei- to emerge a.5 a significant rev-
atlwly:affcrdableAMTsc.annar- enue stream alongside sub 
rowthepricegap,moresophis- scriptions and episodic pay-
tica.ted automatksystemsean men a, according to a report 
command a substantially releasedonThu rsdaybyRed· 
higherpremium. seerStrategyCoruultants. 

"'Thcmarkctisevolving.;md Themarkctcouldcxp;mdto 
by2030,wecouldseeiUOI'ethan t23,500-25,500cro~ by FY3l 
S(}qb of SUVs being equipped from around fl,300 crore in 
withautomaticgearboxes,-said FY26, marking more than a 
Hemal N Thakkar, senior prac· tenfold Increase over six yean, 
ticeleader&dlrector,Crisil the consultomcysaid. Redseer 

Thepowertrainmixofthe expects the market to reach 
mid sizeSUVmarketalsolimits around H,600cro~in FY27. 
automatic adoptio n in some Thebiggershift,however,ls 
cases. Diesel accounted for expected to be in the revenue 
31.3%ofSOllesinthefinthalfof mix. Subscriptions currently 
l016,whilepetrolbada50.8% account for about 99% of 
s hare, followed by CNG at micro -drama revenue, but 
10.8% and electric vehicles at 

1 

theirsharecould fall to around 
7.1%,J,ltodat.ashowed. 95% in FY27 as advertising 

begins to gain traction. Adver­

Nepal floods: Families hold symbolic 
last rites for missing kin; toll hits 1,259 

Indian team to 
continue tunnel 
rescueops 
INDIAN ENVOY, HAVEEH Sri­
vutav, on Thursday visited 
Syabrubesi, the base of the 
lnd1an tunnel rescue team, 
and said that even though the 
cond111ons are tough, 
both Indian .:md Nepah teams 
w1ll continue their work. 
'undeterred' 

tising ~venue is estimated to 
incre.JSe from just t24 crore in 
FY26 to UlO crore in FY27 
and could rexh {5,000-5,500 
crorebyFYH. 

The growing adoption of 
advertising video-on-demand 
(AVOD) could significantly 
widen the category's user 
base. Redseer estimates that 
AVOD daily act1ve users could 
reach 140·150 million by 
FY32, nearly eight times the 
currentb.lse. 

a model also apl)'!an strong. 
More than 65% of surveyed 
consumers said they were 
interested in an ad-suptXJrted 
micro-dr..1m01 experience, 
according to Redseer. 

"Micro-drama has already 
proven that consumers are 
willing to pay for the format 
The bigger opportunity now is 
to monetisc the much l..1rger 
ilUdience beyond the paid sub­
scriber base: said Mukesh 
Kum..1r, ;usociate partner at 
R.edseerStrategyConsultants. 

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 
Kathmandu~ptember 3 

THEDEATHTOUduetodevas­
t:.tmg nash floods in Nepal 
surged to 1,259 on Thursday, 
with over5,000still missing as 
bmilies l)'!rfonn symbolic 
funeral ntes for theirrebtives 
:.Jter receiVing no mfonnalion 
about them for days. 

have begun using effljt:ies 
made of kusha grass to per· 
fonn the final rites I) I relative~ 
who remain untraced, amid 
diminishing hoper. oltinding 
them alivf, Tht! Katlmumdu 
Post reported. 

F..1mihes said they were 
turning to symbolic funerals 
because there wa.s little hope 
of recovering all the missing 
and because identifying bod· 
ies had become increasingly 

The fom1atcould be partic­
ularly attractive to advertisers 
bcc..1use m 1cro-drama.s 
typically short, consumed 

•nd The t1ash floods, lriggered 
by an ICe -rock avalanche near 
the Nepal-Tibet border on 
August 26, devastated towns 
and villages In northern 
and central Nepal, leaving a trail 
ofdestn~etion. 

,., difncult,itsaid. 

Indian tunnel rescue team 
established its base in 
Sy.:abrubesl on Wedne$day, 
which will help reduce the 
time taken to travel to Chilime 
Power House, where the rescue 
operations are t.akmg pl..1ce. 

At present, micro-drama 
consumption remains heavily 
concentrated among paying 
users. Around 15 - 17 milhon 
consume~ paid formicro-dr.~· 
maseachmonthinFY26,whi~ 
roughly40million p.;lid at le;ut 
onceduringtheyear. Thi.s com­
pares wtth an e stimated 250-
280 million address..1ble wen 
for paid digital content in 
India,. indicating a large potl!n· 
tial audience that platforms 
could tap through free, illd· 
supported access. 

According to the data 
released by Nepal's National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Man3gcment Authority(NDR 

RMA), the death toll from the 
Bholekosht River floods surged 
to 1,259 on Thursday, with 
5,083 still missing. 

In Paharebesl v\Jia(!;e of 
Rasuwa. district, residents have 
begun prepomng to perform 

ID 
LAMfl DENTAL LIMITED 

CIN: L51507MH:!004PLCI473~ 

funeral rites for missing rela­
tives after receiving no infor­
mation about their where­
abouts for eight days, 
Onllnekha~r news port.l.l 
reported on Thursday. 

In flood -hit are;u, families 

Kegd Office: Office No. 103, Alr;;rutiArcade, J.P. Road, Opposite A. H. Wacballi¥h School, 
Andhtri W~:st. Mumb;u, Maharashtra, India, 400058, Tel +9 1 22 6 143 7~1: 
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NOTICJo: OF22 .. ANNUA L GENERAL t. IEHINC Ot-'TIIt: COMPAJ'\Y & 
E-VOTIJii'G INFORMATION 

Nolice IS hereby given lhatlhe 22"' Annual Gener.tl Meelm& ("AGM~} of the Memben of l..o1x1m Dental 
Linulcd (''rhc Company") will be held on Friday. Septcmbc.r 25. 2026 at I O:OOA.M. I 1ST) lhroug.h VIdeo 
Confcrene1ng ("VCY Other o\udiu Visual "-1cans ("OAVM}, in compliilnce with all the applicable 
provmons of the Compame.; Acl, 201J ('lhe Acl~) and the rules made thereund~'f and Securiues and 
Exchange Board of India (LISIIng Obhgauons and D1sclosun: Rcquntmentsl Regul:mon s.. 2015 (-SEBI 
L•~Un& R~:culations"), u amended fronl umc to 11me. rtad with applicable Circulars 1Uutd by \ht Mm1stry 
ol Corporate Affan--s (-MeA Circul:m'1 and 1he Secumics and 8.chanj,'1.' 13oard of India ("SEDIJ 
(cutlecu~clyrcfcrrcdw:u;··rclcvantc~ulars"'},tutr.uua<"l\heb<u•...,ss"toutlnlhcNot.ccurlheAGM 

In compliance w11h the reltvantc1rculan>.. tht NotiCe of AGM along w1lh the Annuoal Repon FY 2025-20.26 
h;u been scut ,•leo.:trorucally on S<:ptl!mbtt OJ, 20::!6 to lhOJe n1embcrs w'bose e-ml)iJ addra;• .. .,. r.·g~t.......:d 

With the Company Reg1Stl':lr:ant.!Tr:ln5fer Agent('·R.TA )OI"Ihelr rt5ptCIJVC OepostiUI'lU Pa.rt1cipan1S. 
Funher. 1n 11ccord:mcc w1th Rcgulanon J6(1)(b) ofSEBI LliliDg Reguh•uons.aletter proVldmg tht wt"b­
hnl:. mellkimg ~ CX;)o;t JNih for ~cessmg the Annual R~ lib.: in; sent to those members who ha,·~ 1101 
r~giSleredth.:trt-malltds. 

The 1'\ouce of the 22"' AGM and Annual Rcpon for \he finaoctal year 2025-2026 ue •lroava.~bblc on !he 
website of 1~ Company 11 www.bxrrudtntallimtttd.coru on w.:bstto: of the S1ock E:w..ehau;cs VIZ.. DSE 
L1m1ted at "''WWbKmdta..com and National Stack Exchange of India L1mntG at www.nxincha.com and 
abo on websilt of e-votmg agency viz. MUFG Jnumc ln1ha Pnvate l1nt11f'd (fonnnty known as Lml: 
\nunte Int.l1a Pm·ate L1mited) {"MUHI) at www.uutavote.)m)WIImtt qpu The dclatle.J procedurcl 
ln»truCIIOM for alttndmgAGM. mannnof euting vote th«tugh re~c e-vohng or through e-votmg at the 
AG~·I1~ prov1dtd in !he NohctofAGM 
The ducumcnls rdcrrcd w 111 the No11cc of lhc AGM and the Explan:atory Sl!lttmenl arc avu.ilablc for 
IOSjteChon electromcally Without any fee by the members from the d11te of c~rculauon of thiS Nouce up to 
lhc J:ue of AGM on requcu wntat o,;o.scc@laxmldcntalhmitcd.eom. 
In tomplianee with Secuon 108 of the Acl. read wi1h Rule 20 of the Compamcs (Mnn:agement iU1d 
AdniiD"1fiiiOn) Rules. 1014.a~ :amended from time to tune. Rtgulat1on 44 of the SEBI Ltilln¥ Regulntton& 
and the S.:crcl:arial Standard on General Mc~'llngs l"SS-l") issued by the lnstnulc of Company S.:cn:tanes 
or lnd1a. the Mcmbti"S are provided wilh the facility 10 cast the1r \Oleii on all re50lut10ns i.et forth in !he 
Notlc<·ofthc.• AGM us1n1; ri«tmnic voungsystem(o:--1 otmg) prov1dt.-d by MUFG. 
A p.:Nan whott nan1e IS recorde.J 1n the Rcg1sltr of Members/Beneficial Owners as on th.: culo-i;Jff date 1.e. 
Fnday. September Ill. 2026. sh:~.ll only be enlilled 10 a1 ail the remote e-voting facility or vote al the AGM, 
as th.: cue nuy ~.The \'Ofingrighrs of Members shall b.: m proponion to the tqUI()' shares hei.J by them in 
the p.'1td-up tqUil)' share cap1tal oftht Company as on the cut-off date 
The remote e-vo11ng shall commet~ce on Tucscby. September 22. 2026 at 09:00A.M. (1ST) and ends on 
ThurWay. Scph."nlhcr ~4. 2026 at DS:OO P -'-1. (1ST) 
The e-wttng ml.klule Wll be dtsablcd by MUFG thtreafter and vutmg shall nut be: alkrwed beyond wd 
time. Any penon, who acqwres ill ares and becontes 1 m~mbef oflhe Company :al\er I be d1sp:atch oflhe 
nonct and holds s.har~., as on un-off 1 t, Fnday, Septembtr 18, 20:!6, may obtautlogmiD and passwonl by 
stnd1n1 a requcu at nnCJtor.hclpdcsk@.ln.mpms.muft.COIIl.« en gc@.laxm!d£nla11imJ!ed.eom 10 cast 
then \Ole dtctronically. Ho.,.evcr. if a ptnon i• alnady rtglitCI"ed "'ith MUFG for e-\OUng then !he 
t'\ISIUI8 User IDan.J password can be uted forcastmg thtirvotc 
~ lanncr of easung' ote through c-voung and attending the AGM. 

1. Membe-rs will h:l1e 11(1 opportunny locasllhtir vote forlhe busOOs111 Kl fonh tn lhe nottttofAGM 
lhrou&h remote c-votmtsystemas well as throogh t-vulin&dunng thc:AGM 
11. Members who have castthc1r vote byremole e-Yollng pnorlo lht AGM may au end lht AGM through 
VC.bul shall not~ cn111led to cast their vote axain 
111. TI1c lnllm trcJcnuals for casting tbe votes through t-vount shall bt maJc ava,]ablt to tht M.:mbers 
through email a ncr successfully rt&•stenng ofthm email addrcssesm the mann« provKied above. 
1\. The Jan I~' Jogm cn:dcnlla!s 111ay also be used for alltndmg the AGM through VCIOAVM. 

Mr. Muffaddal Jawa>.lwala. PropnclorofM/s M. Jaw:adwala & C'o .. P1'3o:hcmg Company Secrttan~:s{COP-
1619!. Mem . No. 30MO) {F1nn rcg1o;tr.tlion no: SlO 16MHJ83700) have been appomted as \he ScrutmiZCf 
lor scrutm11.ina the .:-1·otmg and r.:mote e-voting m a fatr and tt·::uaapa.renl manner. Tho.• res.ulu do.'CI:an'd 
ak111gw1th tht Seru11n1zer's Rtpun w1thm the prescnbed periud shall be d1spla)etl on the: Cumpany's 
"'ebaite and shall also beeommunicated to BSE hmuedand N•uonal Slo.:k E~~:ch•ngcoflndi•linuled. 
rht Membl:rs3re f\.'\lUCJted to cardu!ly re'ld all the Notes SCI OUiln the "ottceoflhe AGM :and 1n pan1cular. 
1nmucuons filf JOintng and 11UenJm1 the AGM through VC/OAVM. manner uf casung \'Ott thruugh 
Remote e-votma: 1nd E-~oung dunng tbe AGM 
In c:IM: of any qucnes, Mcmbcn may ref~'l' to thc Ff'\'qucnd) Asked Qlksllons (FAQJ) fllf M~·tnbo:n and e­
\01111£ Uilermanual fOf Memb>;rs ~vadable at the Oownloadi S.:.:t1011 of www ~nstlvulc.hnlr:mltmc.cc Ill. or 
call OfCOOLaclon: ·Tel: 022-4918 6000ora1 the des1gna1ed En~tlld: enoticcs€in.mpns muf&.eom. 

lnlt:SrptrmberU,ZOU 
Ph1tt:i\tun1baJ 

•• • 

••• ,. Lalmi Drat•! Llmitr4 ,.,_ 
SulltnSab.a 

C•mp&n) Stnttny alld C•mpllnet Ofkotr 
Mtmbtro~ip /'lumber: AJJ035 

•• • 

AcrordingtoNDRRMA,355 
bodies have been recovered 
from Chitawan district_ 218 
from Nawalpar.u:i E.ut, 212 
from SawalparasiWest,includ· 
illJ!: 18recoveredfrom India and 
handed over to Nawalpuasi 
West,and 177 from Nuwakol 

Sr \vast.Jv inspected th e 
exc:t.v:~lion work of the tunnel 
Theenvoys,aid that Indian ;wd 
Nepali teams have already 
explored 100 metres inside 
the tunnel using special 
equ1pmenL PTI Consumerappetitc for such 
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to offer ad-free subscriptions 
to users willing to pay for unin­
terrupted viewing. 

For the advertisi ng-led 
model to scale, however, plat­
forms will need IMgcrcontenl 
libraries and faster rele01se 
cycles. The short production 
fonnatofmicro-dramas,com ­
bined with their ability to scale 
across vernacuiOlt l..1nguages, 
could help expomd the c..1te · 
gory beyond early adopters. 

Cener:ltiveOlrtificlal intelli­
gence could further improve 
productioneconomksbysup­
porting scrlpllng,localisatlon, 
post-productiOn, recommen 
dation.s and marketing. Lower 
production costs could e nable 
platforms to increase content 
frequency and build the adver­
tising inventory needed to 
support an ad-led business, 
Rt!dseers.Jld. 

The transitio n wlll nev{'r · 
theless require gre;;ater in~SI · 

men tin advertising infr.l$truc 
ture, measurement ind 
progr:lmmaticC<IpolbiliiJes. 

" .. 
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