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(Continued from Page 1) 
droughis and floods. Ellis 

prepared a projct proposal as euly 
1910, However, the. proposal 
faced_objections from ihe. then 
princely Stae of Mysore over the 
Sharing of Cauvery waten, 

Years of negotiations followed 
before. the 1924 Couvery water 
apreement paved the way  for 
consruction of the dam. 
More than 10,000 workers 

were invalved i the consiructio 
Temporary railway lines were L 
o tanspor consructon materials. 
While cement was brought n from 
outsidetheregion. Traditional 
Consruction techmiques were slso 
used, including o sukhi mixture 

along wih fime and other mateils 
o strengthen portions of the 

The creation of the_reservoir 
resuled i the submergence. of 
Several seutlements. including 
Pannavadi and Kottaiyur. and 
residents were relocated. An_old 
Shiva temple and a church were 
among the strucures that went 
underwarer. When' the reservoir 
level flls significanly. porions 
of these submerged Structures, 
including a large Nandi siatue and 
the church tower, become viible 
The Metur Dam has 4 full 

reservoir level of 120 fect and a 
Sorage. capacty of ssound 934 
TMC The dam stretches for 

VI [RROR 

approximacly 1.6 km 
Water released from Mettur 

supports irsigation. across the 
Caivery delta and adjoining 
regions. Around 16 lakh scres 
of agrculiral land across more 
than  dozen disirs, including 
Thanjavur, Tirovaru, Nagapatinam, 
Tiuchivappall, Karte, Erode and 
Sallem, benerit from the Canery 
irtgation system linked 10 the 

Tuesday's release is partculrly 
significant s it comes dhead of 
he samba culivtion season. The 
availabilty of vater in the coming 
weeks wil depend on- rainfal 
inflow ino_the! reservoir and s 
somge position. 

Speaker urges MLAs to maintain 

discipline, dignity in Assembly 
Chenna, Sept 1 

Tumil Nadu Assembly Spesker 
1C.D. Prabhakar on Monday reed 
legisators o maintain discipine 
and decorum in- the House' and 
ensure that their remarks and 
Conduct do_not undermine. the 
Gizniy of the Assembly 
The Speaker's. observations 

came afier several members 
Simultancously rase from- their 
Seas, risd thei voiees and sought 
the Chair's atteniion ( paricipae 
in theproceedings. 
Praikar dirced the goverment 

and Oppositon whips 1o take 
responsibility for ensuring that 
members of thei respective parties 
Gl mon imemupt proceedings o 
et up while another member was 
Speaking. 

“Whether it is the goverment 
whip o the Oppositon whip. they 
must ensure that rher members do 
not et up and intervene when 
member of their pary is spedking. 
When'the whip sands up. otbers 
should remain seaed:” he Said 

The Speaker told members ot 
o Ieave their allotied seats, come 
forward or aise heir vaices n an 
atempt 1o Securean_ opportuity 
o speak. I the Chair diected 
menher o sit down, he intruction 
should. be Tollowed immediaely. 
he. s 
He slto advised members against 

gathering in groups 1o recommend 
that . paricular MLA be given 
an opportunity to speak. “Ten 
members need not comefogether 
10 recommend ono. person: he 
Sid. Remarks Should Not Require 
Expuncion 
Trabhaar also advised legislaors 

o exercise metrant while making 
Satements in-the House o thit 

Ho Said remarks that had been 
expunged from the proceedings 
Were repotedly being circulated on 

of a popular sof drink in London 
and in Indis, The packsging Iooks 
dentical. The brand s idenica. 
But ane boule contans nearly three 
times more sugar than the other 

“That revelation has trigered one 
of India’s biggest nutiionde- 
bates i 2006, with health experts 
and food_tepulators questioning 
why multinational companics 5 
products with diferen nutitonal 
Sandards i different counies. T 
has forced Indis 10 ssk 3 larger 
queston: Are e choosing our 
food, or s the fond indusay choos- 
ing for w2 
A National Nurition Week. 

observed from September 1 10 
7. beins across the country. the 
conversation has moved beyond 
counting <alores. Today, Indi's 
bizgest mtrtional challenze s hi 
den hunger - when people consume 
nough Tood to Gl heir somachs 
bul not enough nutsents (0 keep 
iheir bodics helihy 
A child may never slcp hungry 

set sulfer from iron defciency. A 
enager may eat three meals o 
day yet lack proicin and cventi 

“Anoffice vorker may 
consume excessive sugar, sal and 
lr-processed fouds while believ- 
ing hey are eating 4 bulanced diet 
Hunger has changed s face - it 
is 10 longer always visile 
Recognising his growing health 

crsis, the Government of India 
has proposed & major change in 
ihe way packaged foods are sold 
Food products that are high. in 
sugar, sallor saursed T may 

socil media. The issue bod been 
fised . the House the_previous 
Week, with mermbers secking sction 
againi such practice, 

“The Spedker recalled meeding o 
£roup of youngsers during 4 recent 
Visit 0 Dindigal. The younesiers, 
Who were not associed With any 
poltcl pary but had developed an 
nterest i politics, had questioned 
Why MLAS should make. remirks 
{hat subsccenty had to b emo 
from the Assembly records 

Prbihskar s the views cxpessed 
by the youngsters shouldbe 
aken seriously. Legisaton should 
exercie resaint and express heir 
Views in a disciplined and dignted 
mamner, e said 
Members should cnsure that their 

sutements uphold the ity and 
honour of the Assembly, themselves 
and the voters they represent. Suc 
i approach would help prevent 
Conttoversis rieng over femirks 
made in the House, he added. 
The ‘Speaker aiso id_people 

were quesioning whether there 
Was anything Wong in dentifying 
those responsible for conduct that 
lowered the dignity of the House 
e suid o detaild decision on 

the issue would be tsken afer 

consuling al members. Velu backs 
‘Speaker's advice 

E. Velu said his 
party fully cceped the Speaker's 
advice and agreed that members 
feaving theirscats and moving 
owards the Chiir was. improper, 

fo. however, Suid raising one's 
hand from the allotied seat o 
atract the ‘Speaker's attention had 
been an estabished practice 
Vel recalled an occasion when. 

despte repeatedly caling out snd 
aising s hand, e could not 
anract the Speaker's aention and 
eventually sood on & desk and 
aised i hand, 
Prabliakar clarified that his 

objection was specifically 1o 
members leaving ther alloed seats 
and rushing towards the front 

The exchange brough s lishter 
moment o the House when Finance 
Minister Theanarasu 

far 
elieved dhat raising & hand was 
sufficient 1o sract the. Chal 
tntion, but Vel had demonsred 
& “new method” by standing on 4 
sk The Speaker responded with 

vile thit he would ot impose the 
punshiment” of 
stnd on desks. 

Anitha’s sacrifice 
Chenna, Sept 1 

Tanil Nadu Public Works' and 
Sports Minister Aadbav Arjuna 
on Tuesday said the sacrifice of 
medical sspirant Aniha would not 
g0 in vain and expresied confdence. 
that NEET would evenually be 
scrapped, while recalling. her 
academic. achievements and_her 
Tegal batle agains the examinaton. 
Speaking in the Assembly on the 
it death anniversary of Anitha, 
Aathav Arjuna sid she had scored 
1176 marks out of 1200 in her 

Class 12 board_ examinations snd 
secured o medical admision <ot 
off of 19675, Despite her sirng 
academic_performance, her dream 
of becoming a doctor was shatered 
because of the NEET system, he 
said 

‘Anitha, from Arialur_disrict 
had fought against NEET and 
approached the Supreme Caurt 
seeking jusice. the Ministr sid. 
He recalled that she had also 
spoken baldly 10 the media ouiside 
the  court and highlizhied the 

Nutritious diet bigger 

challenge than hunger 

soom be requied to cary frontof- 
pack waming lubels on the puckage 
e, making it casir for consu 
ers o idemiy unhealihy  foods 
before buying them. The proposal 
is aimed 4t helping Indians make 
informed choices ai a time when 
processed snacks, sugary drnks and 
packaged foods have become a part 
of everyday diets. 
The mny s suiking. India is 
e of the worlds largest produc. 
en of rce, wheat, milk. frits and 
pulses. Tt ecds millons around the 
Workd et the courtsy continues 1o 
bate anaemia, childhood malnutr- 
tion. obesiy and lifesyle discases 
simullancously. The challenge is no 
longer_producing. enough food it 
is ensuing beter nutriton reaches 
every. home. 

“This is m0 Jonger just el 
fssuet i s 4 global affirs sory 

“The Russi-Ukraine war disrupted 
wheat supplies across the. workd 
Climate change has damaged crops 
from Europe 10 Afica. Heatwaves 
have affected_rice production in 
Asia, while floods anddroughis 
have desroyed harvests in several 
countries. Food sceurity s now 
discussed alongside snergy securty, 
irade securiy and national securiy 

Counties are increasngly reaising 
. rsilient food sysems are 35 
importan 85 reslicn cconomics. 

Tndia’s response goes. beyond 
policy. Throughout September, the 
Country observes Poshan Mah 
(national mution month) und 
Fostan Abhiyaan (national 
mision) with anganwadis, schools, 
health workers. and. community 
organisations conducting nutition 
awareness campaigns. amaemia 
screening  drives, Kitchen garden 
iniiatives and programmes promot. 
ing healthy cating among. women, 
chikdren and sdolescnts 

Another quiet rvoluton i hap- 
pening on our_plates. Traditonal 
dian foods such a5 rag. jovar, 
baje, pulses, sesame and maringa 
are making a_comeback. Once 
dismissed s “poor man's food". 
millets e now. recognised 
allyas " climate resilient. nurer 
eh crops that require Tess water 
and withsand rising_temperatures 
making them foods for ihe future 

‘National Nutrion Week 2026 
reminds s that the world's food 
s i no longer only dbout scar- 
ity I i about qualty, wunsparency 
‘and access. The labels on a packel 
of chips, the ingredients in a soft 
rink and the policies that regulate 
our food have become. matiers of 
public health. 
A healhy mation s not_buill 

only in hospials or laboratorie. Tt 
i built in Kichens, farms, school 
Tunch hoxes and supermarket aises 
Because Indix's restest strength 

is no s population slone it is how 
well it nourshes 14 billon s, 

5 
All mini-stadiums... 

(Contnued from Page 1) 
The State was providing 

asistance and incentivs (0 abltes 
representing. Tamil Ndu at_the 
Olympics, Adan Games and other 
international competitions. 
e of i e i 
medals, e added. Coimbatore 
Crcket Stadium 10 Be Examined _Du 
AIADMK. MLA' SP. Velumani 

urged the goverment (© estabish 
an international-standard.cricket 
sadium in Coimbstore, He sid 
o locations had_ been identiied 

i the previous AIADMK 

Aadhav 
sovemment 
present. s 

proposed G Square focation. 
Aadhay Aruna said Coimbatore 

was among the 10 Olympic 
centrs dentificd in the State. An 
carlie aermpt had been made. 1o 
aract privae players 1o establsh 
a crckel sadium in Coimbatore, 
but o private company had come 
forward e said 
The land identified for the 

project continued 10 remin under 
he contol of the Stae Sports 
Department, the Minister said. 
assuring the House tht Velumant's 
request_ would be examined and 
necessary sction taken. Karate, 
Bodybuilding o Get Special 
Schemes 
TVK MLA Ramkumar sought 

dedicated_exercise spaces i all 
sports grounds and demanded three 
per cent resenvation for exercie- 
elated sport, 

“The Minister sad the government 
wanied 1o encouragedisciplines 

h s Kare and bodybuikding 

and @ 

wadidonal Tamil sports such 15 
jallkat and slambam, he' said. 

Karate ‘and_bodybuilding had 
ot received sdequate atention 55 
separae govermment schemes. for 
the disciplines had not yet been 
formulaed. Auchay Aruna_ ssid 
Consequently. measures relating 
o cmployment and. cducationsl 
reservations for abletes in- these 

will not go in vain: 
100 had mainiained its 
opposition 10 NEET. 

difficulties faced by 
Students because of the 

Aadhay Ajuna_said 
Aniha was unsble to get 
& favoursble outcome in 
er fight against NEET 
and subsequently died by 
sicide, an incident that 
Shocke the entire Stat. 
He suid the Tamil 

Nadu Assembly had 
pass resolutons sgainst 
NEET under successive 

opposition o NEET with 
unied voice, the Union 
‘sovernment had filed to 
sive due importance o 
Tamil Nodv' demand. 
Aadiay Arjuna sai. 
He ‘expressed 

confidence  that the 
political siuaton would 
Change after the 2020 

governments. Former  clectons and that NEET 
Chief Ministers MK. would be compleicly 
Salin and Edappadi K. removed through 
Palaniswami had also Parliament.“Anitha's 
aken steps against the  sacrifie will not g0 

sin. Jusiice will exumination, while the  in 
cerainly be secured for present. government 

CM off to UK 
on Sept 10 

(Continued from Page 1) 
atractinginvestments from both domestic  and 
intemational companies and_cresting employment 
opportuites across various secors. 

The 104 MoUs signed during the govemment's 
irst100 days are part of this investment dive. The 
sgrecments are expected to bring Rs.LO2514 crore 
o the State and genere 121,758 employment 
opporturices. During his proposed UK visit, Vijay 
i expected 1o hold meetings with posental investors 
and representatives of major companies and Highlight 
Tamil| Nadd's indusrial_ccosystem, infrasiucture 
and investment opporturities, The government has 
intensified s plobal outreach as Tamil Nadu and 
Andbra Pradesh compete 1o atret mjor indusral 
projects and insesiments. The proposed UK visit 
s expected 1o focus on securing fresh invesiment 
commitments for the Stat. 

'AS part of the same effor, Tndustries Miniser 
Keertana is_expected 1o trivel to Taiwan on 
Sepeember 4. A major SEMICON confrence, bringing 
ogether companies. involved in_semiconductos, 
anificial intelligence, chips and relaed technologics, 
s scheduled 1o be held in Taiwan his week. 

Keerthana and _the deegation are expected o 
meet_ representatives of partcipating. comparics 
and explore opportuntis 1o atrct invesiments in 
Semiconductor chip, artifical ntllgence and other 
advanced technology sectors 1o Tamil Nodu. 
The proposed UK and Taiwan vists are part of 

the State government’s broader stmtegy 1o srengthen 
it investment outreach, atract high-value industies, 
generate employment and accelerate Tamil Nodu's 
progress towards its $1.5 tillion cconomy et 

disciplines had also not_been 
introduced. He assred the House. 
hat special schemes and guidelines 
would be formulted 1o promote 
Karate and bodybuiding and that 
measures 0 support alletes in hese 
discplines. would be. cxamined. 
Thirakkattpall, Edappudi Projects: 

i Chandrisekarin sought the 
immediate rlesse of Rs 2.3 crore 
cammarked for esablishing a mink 
Sadiom 1 Thirokkatpl 

Arjuna 
would. review 

ws of the project, 
ncluding alocstons made through 
the MLA Constueney Devclopment 
Fund and other sources, 
abing steps (0 elesse the amount. 
Necessary ction would be taken 1o 
expedi consiruction, he assured. 
On a request by former Chief 

Miistr Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
for addiional funds 1o specd 
comstruction of the_mink sadium 
at the Musicipal Boys' 
Secondary Sehool in Edappadi, the 
Miniser aid the fcilit would be. 
resructured for 
The existing 400-metre mud 

ruming track Would be upgraded 
semi-covered siruct 

provided. e said. A multi<rore 
project was being_prepared (o 
modernise the fcility and provide 

Infrasrucure for ableis and 
the public. Speaker Warns Against 
Expunged Renrks 

Earler, before the Assembly 
proceedings. 
Jananayaga Ketchi leader and MLA 
MH. Jowahirulah arived wearing 
a black Tshin carrying the slogan 
AN NEET” and a photograph 

of Jate medical aspiant Anitha 
Speaking 1o eporcns, avabirulh 

said September | marked the inth 
death aniversary of Avitha, whose 
death had inensifed opposiion to 
NEET in Tamil Nadu 
ht 31 tudents hod offiialy died 
by swicide following the NEET 
contoversy and ued that such 
eaths should ot contine. 
He said the Tanil Nodu Assembly 

had already adopted a unanimous 
resolution opposing NEET 
reteraed his desmand for scapy 
the examination across he cou 

He also said a_programme 
orzanised by the Tamil Nadu 
Sudents and Youlh Federatio 
would be held at Periyar Thidal, 
wilh leaders of various poliical 
paries expected to paricipate. He 
claimed_ihat_permission. sought 
for a gathering at Besant Nogar 
ad been denied and said Anith's 
sacifce should 10k g0 i vain 
Meanwhile, Speaker JCD 

Prabhakar advised MLAS to 
maintin. resrint and ensure that 
their specches uphold the.dignity 
and decorum of the House 
He urged members to avoid 
remarks that could subseauently 
e expunged from the Assembly 
recordh 
The Spesker recalled that the 

issue of expunged remarks being 
cirulated on social mecia had been 
aisd i the House it week, vith 
members demanding acton. 
Relering to 4. recent st to 

Dindigul, Prhakar sid 4 group 
of youngsters wha were. not 
afiliated with any politcal party 
ad approached him and expressed 
their intrest in politcs. They had 
quesioned why legislaors should 
make remarks. serious enough 1o 
be removed from 1he Assembly 
ecords, he s, 
The Speaker said legislators 

shouldexercse_slf-control and 
express their views. fesponsibly. 
protecting the. dignity of the 
Assembly. the honour of its 
members ind the respect of the 
clectorat, 
He said_con 

be held with 
amiving a1 & detailed decison on 
the isue 

There was alo a lighter moment 
during the procecdings when Adday 
Arjuna, while referring 1o the 
electorsl performance in Tirwvallur 
disrict, imially suid the uling 
e had won all 10 consituencis, 

the 
the 

said 

efore 

Higher 

car-round use. 

Manithaneya 

He claimed 

saying the mling side had won 
and i o the 10 scats, and remarked, 
g “ATADMK and we are one’ 
. uiggering laughter i the House 

Aadhav 
her?” he said. The Miniser 
also addressed the issue 
of a memorial event 
Dlaned at Besant Nagar 
o mark Anitha's ninth 
death anniversary. He 
Siid_ permission had been 
denicd for the programme 
because of the large 
crowds expected inthe 
area i connection with 
the Annai Vailankanni 
Church fesivl. 
Opposition Leader 

Udnayanidhi Stalin 
quesioned the denial of 
permission and said the 

memorial programme had 
oen planned s a peaceful 
event. He pointed oot that 
the flag-hasing ceremony. 
had alrady concluded and 
that the cr festval was 
scheduled for_September 
7 and 8. Udhayanidhi 
urged. the. government to 
permit the memrial event 
or provide an alernaive 
Vente on the same day 
Aadhay Aduna assured the 
Assembly that he would 
consull the Chief Minister 
and take Steps 10 provide 
an alterative venie 
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