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LG appoints para-athlete Suvarna
Raj as disability commissioner

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu has
appointed Paralympian and
Asian Para Games 2026 gold
medallist Suvarna Raj as the
State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) in the Capital, officials
said on Friday.

Raj was selected from a
panel of three candidates rec-
ommended by a search-cum-
selection committee constitut-
ed under the Delhi Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules,
2018, an official statement
said. The selection process
was initiated afresh in July
after an earlier exercise,
launched in 2024, concluded
without the appointment of
any candidate. The social
welfare department received
18 applications for the post,
the statement said.

An internal scrutiny com-
mittee examined the applica-

tions and found 15 of the 18
applicants eligible for further
consideration, it said.

The committee, headed by
the chief secretary, met on
August20 and interacted with
13 eligible candidates, assess-
ing their qualifications, profes-
sional experience, understand-
ing of the rights and welfare of
persons with disabilities,
administrative experience, and
suitability for the post.

After deliberations, the
committee unanimously rec-
ommended three candidates

for the lieutenant governor’s
consideration. Suvarna’s
name was finalised after
Sandhu examined the com-
mittee’s meeting minutes
and the records of the candi-
dates, the statement said.

Suvarna clinched the gold
in the women’s F54 discus
throw at the Asian Para
Games with a best effort of
15.66m at Nagoya, Japan, on
Thursday.

A wheelchair user, she has
represented India at three
Asian Para Games and several

international competitions,
and she ranks second in Asia
in the F54 discus throw. Her
latest gold adds to an impres-
sive international record. She
won bronze in the women’s
F54/55 discus throw at the
Dubai World Para Athletics
Grand Prix 2026, held as the
17th Fazza International Para
Athletics Championship.

At the Canberra Track Meet
in Australia in January, she won
gold in discus throw and silver
in shot put. She also received
the National Youth Award
from the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports in 2015.

Beyond athletics, Suvarna
works as an accessibility spe-
cialist and disability rights
advocate, and has served as
the Election Commission of
India’s brand ambassador
for accessible elections.

Under Section 79 of the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, the State
Government appoints a State
commissioner for PwDs.

CM clears urban status for 48 villages

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Rekha Gupta Government
has decided to grant urban
status to 48 villages in the
national Capital, paving the
way for improved civic infra-
structure and planned devel-
opment in areas that
have long outgrown their
rural classification. The
Government will soon issue a
notification to this effect.

According to Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, the decision
would allow the government
to assess these villages’
needs for land use, road con-
nectivity, sewerage, water
supply, sanitation, and other
civicamenities in a more sys-
tematic and coordinated
manner. Of the 357 villages in
Delhi, 309 have already been
urbanised. The remaining
48, identified by the Delhi
government’s land and
building department, are
near urban clusters but
remain governed by agri-
cultural land-use norms
under the Delhi Land
Reforms Act.

“The decision to urbanise
these 48 villages is being
taken under Section 507(a)
of the Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act, 1957. This
will enable the villages to be
included in Delhi’s urban
development planning and
allow their future needs to
be assessed systematically.
It will also create an oppor-
tunity to address land use,
management of develop-
ment works and require-
ments for civic amenities
such as roads, water supply
and sewerage in a more
coordinated manner,”
according to a statement

issued by the chief minis-
ter’s office. “The process
will also help assess devel-
opment opportunities in
line with the Draft Master
Plan 2041. However, devel-
opment work will be carried
out only in accordance with
the relevant plans, neces-
sary statutory approvals and
applicable rules,” it said.
Villages identified for
urbanisation include Bakoli,
Hamidpur, Palla, Kulakpur,
Singhola, Sungarpur Delhi,
Sungarpur Shahdara, Tajpur
Kalan, Tehri Daulatpur,
Rajpur Kalan, Auchandi,
Mungeshpur, Shahpur Garhi,

Nizampur Rasidpur,
Chatesar, Pur Delhi, Jagatpur
Delhi, Sultanpur Majra, Pur
Shahdara, Sabapur Delhi,
Badarpur Khadar, Bakiaabad,
Khanpur Khani, Jafrabad,
Jagatpur Shahdara, Badarpur
Majra Burari, Fatehpur Beri
and Chandan Hola.

The chief minister said
that urbanisation would
make it easier to assess and
plan the requirements for
roads, internal connectivity
and other essential urban
amenities in these villages.
Similarly, the concerned civic
agencies would be able to
identify needs related to
water supply, sewerage net-
works, drainage, sanitation,
and waste management, and
consider the necessary plans.
It would also create an
opportunity to coordinate
planning for street lighting,
drainage systems, waste
management, and other
basic civic amenities.

The Chief Minister said
that once the notification is
issued, the status of the vil-
lages concerned will change
from rural to urban.

DDA to offer 1,648 more Narela flats at ¥14.95 lakh each, booking opens October 29

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Homebuyers who missed out the
first time get another chance.
The Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) is offering 1,648 additional
Low Income Group (LIG) flats in
Narela under its DDA Awas Nivesh
Yojana 2026, at about ¥14.95 lakh
each after a 25 per cent discount.
Online booking opens on October
29,2026, at 12 noon.

The additional flats follow the
scheme’s response, launched

during Dussehra. The DDA said the
flats offered earlier drew an
extremely encouraging response
from the public, and all of them
were booked within two hours of
booking opening. It said the
strong demand reflects growing
trust among homebuyers in its
affordable housing schemes.
The new flats are being offered
under the guidance of Lieutenant
Governor and DDA Chairman
Taranjit Singh Sandhu. The DDA
said the scheme reaffirms its
commitment to giving citizens

quality and planned housing.
The flats are in Sectors G2 to G6,
Pocket 1, Narela. Each has an esti-
mated plinth area of 49.90 square
metres, including the common
area. They will be allotted on a
first-come, first-served basis. This
means that those who book first
will get the flats, so speed will
matter on October 29. Bookings
will be made through the DDA’s
Awas portal. The booking amount
is %1,00,000 per flat. Applicants
already registered on the portal
do not need to register again. All

other terms and conditions will be
the same as those in the official

brochure of the DDA Awas Nivesh
Yojana 2026. Applicants are

advised to read the brochure for
detailed terms and conditions
before booking. For help, they can
call the DDA'’s toll-free helpline.
The DDA has also described
what Narela offers to residents. It
said the area is developing as an
emerging residential location,
helped by planned urban infra-
structure and better connectivity.
On transport, the DDA listed the
upcoming Delhi Metro station on
the Rithala-Narela-Kundli corridor
and the proposed Narela station
of the Regional Rapid Transit

System (RRTS). Road links include
Urban Extension Road (UER)-I,
UER-II and GT Karnal Road.

The DDA said the area is also
likely to gain from an upcoming
education hub in Sectors G2 to G6,
where land has been allotted to
several universities. Sports facili-
ties include the Narela Sports
Complex in Sector A-7 and a pro-
posed multi-sports integrated
stadium. Planned green areas
and civic amenities are expected
to improve the area’s long-term
residential prospects, it said.
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