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Lucknow

Defending champion
Saina Nehwal inched
closer to retaining
her women's singles
title, while other top
Indian shuttlers, in-
cluding P V Sindhu,
also made it to the
semifinals of the
USD 120,000 Syed
Modi International Bad-
minton tournament, here
Friday.

Top male badminton
stars -- K Srikanth and
Parupalli Kashyap -- also
entered the last four stage
of the tournament by win-
ning their respective
matches. Olympic bronze
medallist Saina defeated
compatriot Arundhati
Pantawane 21-18 21-17 at
the Babu Banarasi Das In-
door Stadium. The top seed
will next take on fourth
seed Nichaon Jindapon of
Thailand, who beat India's

P C Thulasi 21-16 20-22 21-12
in another match that last-
ed one hour and six min-
utes. Two-time World
Championship bronze
medallist, Sindhu too
notched up a hard-fought
victory over sixth seed
Porntip Buranaprasertsuk
of Thailand 8-21 21-11 21-14
to reach the final four. She
will meet reigning World
Champion Carolina Marin
of Spain. World No. 5
Srikanth also continued
his run and entered the
semis after Malaysian fifth
seed Wei Feng Chong re-

tired after the second game
with the score reading 17-
21 21-12. The China Open
winner will next take on
compatriot H S Prannoy,
who clinched the Indonesia
Masters last year. The
fourth seed saw off another
Indian R M V Gurusaidutt,
seeded eighth, 21-18 21-19 in
his quarterfinal match.
Third seed Kashyap who
had won the men's singles
title in 2012, defeated Sin-
gapore's Zi Liang Derek
Wong, seeded 10th 21-18 21-
9 in just over half an hour.

In doubles, mixed dou-

bles pair of Manu Attri and
K Maneesha prevailed over
Malaysian seventh seeds
Aik Quan Tan and Meng
Yean Lee 23-21 10-21 21-10 in
a 51-minute battle. Howev-
er, other Indian pairs of V
Gangadhara Rao and D
Sudha Kalyani (mixed dou-
bles), Sanyogita Ghorpade
and Arathi Sara Sunil
(women's doubles), and K
Nandagopal and Arjun Ku-
mar Reddy Malgari (men's
doubles), Arun George and
T Hema Nagendra Babu
(men's doubles) failed to
reached the semis.

Saina, Sindhu, Srikanth in semifinals LUCKNOW: Defendingcham-
pions Delhi Waveriders were
held 2-2 by Uttar Pradesh
Wizards in their opening
match of the third Hero
Hockey IndiaLeague (HIL) at
the Dhayan Chand Sports
College ground here Fri-
day.Dutch star striker Jeroen
Hertzberger converted the
penalty stroke in the 17th
minute to make it 1-0 for the
Wizards. But Delhi made a
quick comeback through

New Zealander Steven Ed-
wards' equaliser in the same
quarter after seven minutes.

The third quarter of the
matchwentgoalless andboth
teamswere lockedat 1-1. Tal-
winder Singh gave Delhi the
lead in the 49th minute after
the visitors countered from
Wizards' penalty corner.The
hosts UP held the nerves in
the dying minutes of the
match as Indian internation-
al Ramandeep Singh scored
the equaliser and helped his
team share the points with
the Delhi outfit.

UPWizards hold Waveriders 2-2 in HIL

U.P. Wizards and Delhi Wave
Riders players in action.Iraq, UAE triumph

in night of upsets
SYDNEY: The United Arab
Emirates shocked holders
Japan and Iraq sent their
arch-rivals Iran crashing
out as a stunning night of
upsets turned the Asian
Cup on its head on Friday.
A double-header of quar-
ter-finals ended in two
penalty shoot-outs in Can-
berra and Sydney, with
UAE and Iraq surviving
moments of intense drama
to come out on top. Their
stars shone with UAE wiz-
ard Omar Abdulrahman
and Iraq's Younis Mah-
moud, hero of their 2007 ti-
tle run, both slotting outra-
geous "panenka" penalties
in the shoot-outs.

Mysuru

After conceding a 33-run first in-
nings lead, defending champions
Karnataka fought their back into
the game by pegging Baroda to 204
for eight in their second innings to
put the Group A Ranji Trophy
leaguematch on a knife-edge on the
third and penultimate day, here Fri-
day. Paceman Arvind Sreenath
ripped through the top order of
Baroda with a three-wicket strike
before first innings centurionDeep-
ak Hooda came up with a gritty 67
(135b, 10x4) to prevent a total col-
lapse, adding 65 runs for the fifth
wicket with Irfan Pathan (28).Later,
tail-enders Swapnil Singh (11 not
out) and Gagandeep Singh (19 not
out) defied the Karnataka attack by
putting on 38 vital runs for the un-
finished ninth wicket after Baroda
were struggling at 166 for
eight.With Baroda ahead by just 237
runs with two wickets in hand, the
game is poised for a needle finish
Saturday with both teams in with a
chance to win.
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Baroda take slender lead

Dalmiyawants
Jaitley's nod, Shivlal
in spotlight
NewDelhi

TheBCCI top brass is waiting for the
return of Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley, a former Board Vice
President, to decide on the future

course of
action in
the wake of
the
Supreme
Court or-
der barring
sidelined
PresidentN
Srinivasan

from contesting elections. A day af-
ter the Supreme Court ruling, the fo-
cus has shifted on Jaitely who is ex-
pected to advise the BCCI on all the
legal matters and and find a way to
resolve the issues. But a subtle pow-
er game has already started within
the BCCI corridors with various
groups devising their own strategies
andJaitely,whocan influenceat least
eight votes because of the BJP con-
nection, can threfore play a big role
in the upcoming Annual General
Meeting. Srinivasandeclined to com-
ment on the development for the sec-
ond successive day and it is learnt
that the Tamil Nadu strongmen is
studying the Supreme Court's order
in detail.

While the incumbent President
needs a proposer and seconder from
the East Zone, whose turn it is to se-
lect the president, former ICC and
BCCI president Jagmohan Dalmiya
has emergedas the favouritewithhis
years of experience alongwith inter-
im president Shivlal Yadav.

Brief scores:
AtMysuru - Baroda 335 and 204 for
8 in 67 overs (Deepak Hooda 67,
Arvind Sreenath 3 for 27, Ronit
More 2 for 50) vs Karnataka (1st
innings) 302 all out in 100.5 overs
(Lokesh Rahul 89, Manish Pandey
34, Karun Nair 38, Abrar Kazi 35
not out, Abhimanyu Mithun 40,
Irfan Pathan 2 for 54, Sagar
Mangalorkar 2 for 78, Gagandeep
Singh 2 for 52, Swapnil Singh 4 for
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