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Corrigendum
In the issue of this newspaper
published on dated 07/05/2026, on
page no-7, in the information
published regarding the
achievements of the Government
of Uttar Pradesh, the unit for
sugarcane productivity was
inadvertently published as “quintal
per hectare” instead of “metric ton
per hectare,” which is incorrect.

It should be read as: “Sugarcane
productivity increased from 72
metric tons per hectare to 83.25
metric tons per hectare”. The
newspaper regrets the error.

ExpressNewsService
Ahmedabad,May7

TheGUJARATPolice investi-
gation intoaRs53-crorecyber
crime case has led to amajor
breakthrough in the murder
case of former Maharashtra
minister Baba Ziauddin Sid-
dique,officerssaid.

One of the 10 accused ar-
rested in the cybercrime case,
Sahilmiyan Shabbirmiyan
MalekofAnand,hadallegedly
provided services to Salman
Vohra,whoisaccusedoffinanc-
ing Baba Siddiqui’s murder,
they said. Vohra of Peltad in
Anandwasalreadyarrestedin
theSiddiquemurdercase.

SPRajdeepsinhJhalasaid,
“Wehave learnt that the bank
accountusedbySalmanVohra
was handled by Sahilmiyan
Malek and itwas through this
bankaccount thatmoneywas
senttothoseaccusedofkilling
BabaSiddique.”

Considering theamountof
transactions and the layers of
transfersbetweenthebankac-
counts,itwilltakesometimeto
unravel the web, the SP said.

Siddique, an NCP leader,
was shot deadby three assail-
antsoutsidehis sonZeeshan's
officeinMumbaionOctober12,
2024.

The investigation into 197
mule bank accounts ofwhich
60 are involved in 142 cyber-
fraud complaints across 17
states and three UTs with a

transactionhistory of over Rs
53.55 crorehasunravelled the
direct linkstothefinancingof
Siddique's murder, said the
Cyber Centre of excellence
(CCoe) of the Gujarat police.
The CCoe on Tuesday said
theyhavearrested10members
of the cyber fraud gang from
variousplacesofGujarat.

“In the coming days, the
CCoewillbookSalmanVohra
in the mule account case as
wellandwewillberequesting
timetoquestionhimata later
date,”Jhalaadded.

Asmany as 27 arrested ac-
cused have been charge-
sheeted in the Siddique
murder case.

According to theMumbai
Police chargesheet in the
Baba Siddiquemurder case,
thehit on theNCP leaderwas
allegedly ordered by Anmol
Bishnoi, thebrotherof gang-
sterLawrenceBishnoiwho is
currently lodged in Sabar-
mati Central Jail in Ahmeda-
bad.

Anmolwasdeportedbythe

UStoIndiainNovember2025,
andwasplacedunderarrestby
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

Muleaccountscase
AstatementfromtheCCoe

onTuesdaysaid,“Theaccused
wereluredtorenttheirbankac-
counts and used for money
launderingincyberfrauds. De-
tails ofmore than60bank ac-
countdetailswere foundfrom
the mobile phone of the ac-
cused,which,whencheckedon
thenationalcybercrimerepor-
tingportal(NCCRP),yieldedre-
sults that they had beenused
132reportedcybercrimecases,
suchasinvestmentfraud,UPI-
relatedfraud,tradingfraudand
soon.”

Those arrested have been
identifiedasNizamuddinMo-
hammadshah Diwan, Sahil-
miyan ShabbirmiyanMalek,
Sohil SalimuddinMalek, Jig-
nesh Rajendra Patel, Vanraj
Lakshman Bharwad, Tushar
Mayur Vanand, Ricken alias
RockyaliasPanditaliasRajesh
Patel, Akash Praveen Patel,
MoinRuknoddinMalek, and
Krupal CharanrajDesai.Most
of the accusedare residents of
Ananddistrict and others are
fromKheda andAhmedabad
districts.

TheCCoeseized11phones,
threechequebooksofdifferent
bankaccounts,threepassbooks
andthreedebitcardsinconnec-
tionwiththecase.

AditiRaja
Vadodara,May7

NARAyANSAI,thesonofself-
styled godmanAsaramBapu,
will remain behind bars after
the Gujarat high Court dis-
missedhisfifthsuccessivebid
for release, sharply criticising
what it termed a deliberate
“delay tactics” to obstruct the
finalhearingofthependingap-
peal by resorting to repeated
applications as a “misuse of
processof law.

AdivisionbenchofJustice
I JVora and JusticeRTVach-
hanionMay4passedaninter-
locutoryapplication(IA)order,
rejectingtheapplicationseek-
ing suspension of sentence
filed byNarayan Sai,whowas
convicted by a Surat court in
2019 for rape, unnatural sex,
molestation, and criminal in-
timidation of awomandevo-
tee. The court foundnomerit
inhislegalargumentsorinhis
pleacitingprolongedincarcer-
ation.

Stating that once the ac-
cusedwas convicted of a seri-

ous offence, the presumption
of innocencewouldno longer
exist,thehighCourtrefusedto
considerpointsofreanalysisof
the evidence, including Sai’s
contentionofdelayinlodging
theFIR.

Onhiscontentionthatpro-
longed incarceration entitled
himtobail, thecourt said that
from2019tothepresent,hehad
“not cooperated in the final
hearing of the appeal” as he
tried to get temporary or per-
manentbailbyfilingnumerous
applications. The court cited
thatin2021,ithadfixedtheap-
peal for final hearing, but the
accused was “never ready”.

ThehighCourtalsopointed
outwhatwasperhapsthemost

telling exchange that came
duringthehearingitself.When
the bench offered to hear the
criminal appeal on a day-to-
daybasis,thecounselinformed
thecourtthatshehad“onlyin-
structionstoarguetheapplica-
tion for suspension of sen-
tence”—and that the convict
wouldbereadytoarguetheap-
peal only after this bail appli-
cationwasdisposedof.

Noting the significance of
thatstatement, thecourtsaid,
“Theconvicthimselfisthecon-
tributoryfactorforpassingthe
timeandthus,nowheisnoten-
titledtoclaimthat,duetolong
incarceration and delay in
hearing theappeal, hemaybe
released on bail pending the
appeal...”

Onsuccessiveapplications
used to avoid hearing the ap-
peal on its merits, the court
said,“Theapplicant-convictis
not interestedat all inexpedi-
tioushearingofhisappealand
by adopting delay tactics, he
having tendency to file re-
peatedapplicationswhichcon-
duct itselfdisentitletheappli-

cantfordiscretionaryreliefand
samewould benothing, but a
misuseofprocessof law.”

PetitionsbeforeSC
Saialsochallengedprevious

high Court orders before the
Supreme Court via special
leave petitions, including an
order that had gone in his fa-
vour and granted him liberty
tofileafreshapplicationbefore
the high Court. The court
noted that in the petition, the
convict "has nowhere men-
tioned that, on the last occa-
sion,hehadnotpressedtheap-
plication and did not invite
reasonedorder".

The court clarified that all
observationsare"tentativeand
primafacieinnatureandcon-
finedtoadjudicationofthisap-
plicationonly".Withthehigh
Court's summer vacation ap-
proaching, Sai's criminal ap-
peal is next listed for June 12.
Thecourtcloseditsorderwith
a remark, “We hope that, on
thatday,theapplicant-convict
shallproceedwiththehearing
of theappeal.”

‘Misuseofprocessof law’:HCrejectsNarayan
Sai’sbailpetition,callsout ‘delaytactics’

narayansai, sonof self-styled
godmanAsaramBapu

Probe revealsbankaccount
used inBabaSiddique
murder casedealings

ExpressNewsService
Ahmedabad,May7

TheGUJARAThealthDepart-
ment on Wednesday sealed
MamtaMultispecialityhospi-
tal in Surat after a raid on the
premises on the orders of the
healthMinisterPrafulPanshe-
riyawhoseofficehadreceived
information that the hospital
was allegedly involved in foe-
tus sexdeterminationandse-
lection practices that are
bannedinIndiaunderthePre-
ConceptionandPre-NatalDi-
agnostic Techniques
(PCPNDT)Act.

Followingtheraid,thehos-
pitalwassealedandanFIRwas
filed against the owner, Ram-
gopalShrikishanKhandelwal,
a pharmacist, under the
PCPNDTAct,theGujaratClini-
calestablishmentsActandthe
MedicalTerminationofPreg-
nancyActonMay4.

Khandelwal earlier oper-
ated Shivay Multispeciality
hospital,whichwassealedon
November6,2025,afteranFIR
filed at Varachha police sta-
tion, for violations under the
samelawsagainstsexdetermi-
nation. The hospital was
openedoncourtordersonJa-
nuary29,2026.Theownerthen
allegedlyrebrandedtheprem-
isesasMamtaMultispeciality
hospital andopened for busi-
nessrecently,PoliceInspector
AjitsinhValasaid,addingthat
Khandelwalwouldbearrested
soon. Thehealthministeron
Wednesdaywarned of taking
action against erring officials
whose job,hesaid,wastostop
suchunlawfulactivities.

Accordingly, the office of
the Gujarat health Commis-
sionerissuedashow-causeno-
ticeonDrAnilBPatel,theChief
DistricthealthOfficer(CDhO)
ofSurat.

In a video statement on
Wednesday, Pansheriya said,
“Actionhasbeentakenagainst
MamtaMultispecialityhospi-
tal inSurat for sexdetermina-
tionandillegalterminationof
pregnancy.WhenIreceivedin-
formationofsuchillegalactiv-
itiesat 2:08pmonMay4, Ior-
dered the district health
department to raid the prem-
ises...”

Hospital sealed
for ‘foetal sex
determination’,
2ndFIRagainst
owner in6
months

siddiquewasshotdead in
MumbaionOctober 12, 2024.

Theheat ison!
Assummerpeaks,Rajkotboils at43degreesCelsiusonThursday, according to IMD. ExprEss

Vadodara:Callingtheoutcome
of theWest Bengal Assembly
elections“thebiggestgifttothe
country,” senior BJP leader
Kailash Vijayvargiya said on
Wednesdaythat“threatstoin-
ternal security”would end as
“nationalist government”
wouldsoontakeoverthestate.

Speakingtomediapersons

at Vadodara airport, theMin-
ister of Parliamentary Affairs
of Madhya Pradesh claimed
that “the Bengal which once
gave the nation VandeMata-
ram...had turned into a “hub
ofanti-nationalactivities”but
“nowstandsatadecisive turn
as a nationalist government
has finally takencharge.”Ens

BJP’sBengalwinbig gift
tonation:Vijayvargiya

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
government on Wednesday
said the state-run road trans-
port corporation is now gen-
erating nearly 30 per cent of
its daily revenue through
cashless payment modes.

The Gujarat State Road
Transport Corporation
(GSRTC) enables ticket pay-
ments throughmultipledigi-
tal options, including UPI,
debit cards, credit cards, and
mobile-based online pay-
ments.PTI

GSRTC’s 30pc
revenuenow
via cashless
paymentmodes

Ahmedabad
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