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BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans Head Constable
Khuniho Sema, Lance Naik T
Khehuto Sema and Constables
Birendra Nath Nandi, Harendra
Chandra Nath, Ashadul Haque and
M L Roy on their Balidan Diwas. On
this day, they made supreme
sacrifice in a fierce encounter with
militants in area of CI Post "Laniya
Bridge"(Manipur)

ASI KAMALJEET SINGH

04.01.1967 - 01.09.2017

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Subordinate Officer,
Assistant Sub Inspector Kamaljeet Singh on
hisBalidanDiwas. On this day, hesustained serious
bullet injuries in counterpart firing in area of FDL

Ghora, Poonch, J&K and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

CT PRAMOD KUMAR AZAD

25.06.1978 - 01.09.2017

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable Pramod
Kumar Azad on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
made supreme sacrifice while on operational duty in
Bareily (UP).

CT KEHARI SINGH

04.12.1965 - 01.09.1988

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable Kehari
Singh on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
fatal bullet injuries in an encounter with militants in
Gurdaspur area (Punjab) and made ultimate sacrifice

in the line of duty.

CT XAVIER KINDO, PMG

10.03.1970 - 01.09.2012

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable Xavier
Kindo on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made
supreme sacrifice in an IED blast triggered by Naxals
in Koraput area (Odisha). His sacrifice has been aptly

recognized by GOI by awarding him with Police Medal for Gallantry
(Posthumously)

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of CRPF
remember its valiant trooper Constable
Sachin Kumar of 150 Bn, CRPF, who
breathed his last on 1 September 2016
while undergoing treatment in AIIMS,
hospitalised after he was critically

injured while disposing of an IED on 26 August 2016 in Sukma,
Chhattisgarh. CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his
sacrifice go in vain.

Director General and all Ranks of
CRPF remember its valiant troopers
Sub Inspector Ranbir Singh and
Constable Tikendra Kumar of 40 Bn,
CRPF, who lost their lives on active
duty due to sudden rise in water level
of Sindh river in Kargil district in
Jammu and Kashmir on 1 September
1980. CRPF salutes the bravehearts
and pledges never to let their
sacrifice go in vain.

Director General and all Ranks of
CRPF remember its 6 valiant
troopers of 45 Bn, CRPF, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting
with insurgents on 1 September
1981 in Manipur. CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let
their sacrifice go in vain.
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RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST31

ON AUGUST 25, the day that
marked 10 years of the largest
Patidar quota agitation rally led
by Hardik Patel on the GMDC
Grounds in Ahmedabad, Prime
Minister NarendraModiwas in
Nikol, a Patidar-dominated
Assembly constituency of
Ahmedabad and one of the ar-
easwhich remainedunder cur-
few after violence during the
protests in2015.

Swanky residential com-
plexes and bungalow schemes
with rooftop solar plants popu-
latethisareaofeastAhmedabad
that was incorporated into the
municipal corporation limits in
2007 during a routine expan-
sion.

At theonsetof themonsoon
thisyear,severalresidentsof the
areahadstagedprotestsagainst
sewer water flowing onto the
streetsandconfrontedlocalcor-
porators.

From the Khodaldham
groundslocatedneartheSardar
PatelRingRoadpassingthrough
Nikol, Modi on August 25 an-
nouncedcivicandinfrastructure
projectsworthRs5,400croreof
whichonlytheexpansionof the
ring road is directly linked to
Nikol,anAssemblyconstituency
representedbyMinisterofState
for Co-operation Jagdish
Vishwakarma.

A day before he landed in
Ahmedabad, PMModi had vir-
tuallyaddressedanotherPatidar
event — the inauguration of a
girls' hostel building of
Sardardhamwhich is also lo-
cated on the same ring road
around 25 kms away, near
Vaishno Devi circle closer to
Gandhinagar in thenorth.

Modi had openly acknowl-
edged the contributions of the
community. Organiserscloseto
handling these events said that
both were “confirmed” at the
lastmoment.

“While for the Sardardham
event, the organisers were ini-
tially denied PM’s availability
evenforavirtualaddress. Itwas

onlyonAugust24afternoon,the
dayoftheevent,thataconfirma-
tion came from the PMO.
Similarly,fortheNikolroadshow
andsabha,itwasonlyaweekbe-
fore the event that a possibility
ofsuchaprogrammewashinted
to the local organisers,” party
functionariesclosetothedevel-
opment toldThe IndianExpress.

WhyNikol

Nikol is a constituency nur-
tured by the AamAadmi Party
(AAP) since the 2022 elections
when formerDelhi chiefminis-
terArvindKejriwalheldamajor
rally ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, and the
party recently covered it in its
membershipdrive.

“Thistime,theLeuvaPatidars
are unhappywith the BJP. The
messagemust have been com-
municated to the PM, which is
whyhevisitedNikol.WithGopal
Italia, also a Leuva Patidar, win-
ningtheVisavadarAssemblyby-
election and increasing his fan
following, the community
seems to have an option. The
AAP is getting stronger in East
Ahmedabad andwe have got a
verygoodresponsetoourmem-
bershipdrive,”saysHareshPatel,

AAP'sin-chargeforAhmedabad
East. Although theBJP has been
winningfromthisconstituency,
both in theAssemblyand in the
municipalcorporationelections,
these attempts are seen as the
party's way to appease and re-
inforce the community’s sup-
port to theBJPandviceversa.

“Thoughtherewerenothing
forthePatidarcommunityinhis
address, no one can deny that
when PrimeMinister Narendra
Modicomesthereiscertainlyan
enthusiasm among people,”
Purushottam B Kakani, presi-
dent of Saurashtra Leuva Patel
SamajAhmedabad,anumbrella
body of different chapters of
Leuva Patel organisations in
Ahmedabad, told thispaper.

The last timeModiattended
a public event in Nikol was in
2008when he presided over a
massmarriage programme or-
ganisedby thecommunity.

The around 65,000 square
yard plot, the venue of PM
Modi’s sabha on the 100 feet
road on August 25, barely 100
metres fromtheSPRR, isowned
byfourtofiveSaurashtraPatidar
businessmenandismanagedby
theKhodaldhamtrust,aRajkot-
based bodymanaging the tem-
ple for the deity of the Leuva

Patidars.
In his address on August 25,

Moditalkedaboutlocalprojects
such as the Sabarmati
Riverfront, Kankaria Lake and
BRTS and also mentioned the
ColdPlayconcert.

Talking about Sardar Patel
RingRoad,whichwas launched
in2002duringhis tenureas the
Chief Minister, Modi said it is
now beingwidened into a six-
lane.

Quota agitation
& local issues

Nikol witnessed severe
clashesin2015duringthereser-
vationagitationwithcurfewbe-
ingimposedalongwithotherar-
eas such as Bapunagar, Ramol,
Odhav, Naroda, Ghatlodiya and
Vadajfollowingincidentsofvio-
lence. Manish Valadia from
Nikol, whowas injured during
thequotastironAugust26,2015,
and died the following day, is
among the 14 deaths reported
during theagitation inGujarat.

Nikol ward of the AMC
spreadsover29sqkms,andout
of 2.5 lakh population, more
than 80 per cent are Patidars –
theLeuvaPatelsfromSaurashtra
region constitute over 60 per
cent of the Patidar community

while remaining are the Kadva
Patidar’s fromMehsana.

Most of themhadmigrated
toNikol – towards the outskirts
of Ahmedabad– fromtheolder
parts of Bapunagar. From the
congested parts, they have
shifted to bigger bungalows in
thedevelopingNikolareawhile
some shifted to the western
posh parts of Thaltej and Shilaj.
As one enters the area from the
ring road, various Patidar com-
munity halls, hostels and up-
cominginfrastructurestandout.

However, the Nikol area,
which started seeing develop-
ment over the last one decade,
has itsownissues too.

“The potholed roads and
sewagewater pumping on the
roads in areas such as
Madhumalti housing scheme
(nearKathwada)aremajorwoes
whichresidentsofNikolhaveto
bear,” oneof the local residents,
requesting anonymity, told The
IndianExpress.

Nikol Councillor Baldevbhai
Patel of the BJP told The Indian
Express that Nikol is a develop-
ingwardandthatsewageissues
will be resolvedsoon.

“OncetheEasternTrunkline
to Vinzol becomes fully opera-
tional, thesewage issueswillbe

resolved. Already, with the in-
stallation of five pumps, the
sewagewater clogging issue in
Madhumalti housing scheme is
taken care of. Earlier, water
would recede in 3-4 days with
only1-2pumps.Nowthewater
willrecedewithinafewhoursas
wehaveinstalledmorepumps,”
Patel said.

“I have already submitted an
application forastormwater line
inKathwada area. Due todevel-
opmenthappeningatafastpace,
infrastructuretooismatchingup
withprojectssuchasstormwater
line,urbancentres,moremunic-
ipal schools, party plot, among
others,”Patelsaid.

LeadingPatidarbusinessmen
close to theBJP continue to laud
thequotaagitation.

“Whatcameoutof itwasalso
good.Allthosewhoagitatedwere
notwrong in demanding their
rights, but this is also a fact that
now we only go and demand
something fromapersonwho is
our own. We demanded from
Anandi Patel, but nothing hap-
pened during Vijay Rupani’s
term,”DilipbhaiDKothia,former
president of Saurashtra Patel
SamajNikol-Naroda,whoheads
a charitable trust in Bapunagar,
toldthispaper.

Behind BJP picking Nikol for PM Modi event: Bid to
improve Patidar ties, AAP’s growing clout, local issues

PROJECTSANNOUNCEDBYPMMODI ATNIKOL

`1,400cr
-worthRailway
projects, including
doublingof the65
kmMahesana-
Palanpurrail Line

`3,125cr
forprojects
dedicatedto
Ahmedabadincludingone
worthRs608crorerelated
totheelectricity
distributionsystemof
UttarGujaratVijCompany
Limited(UGVCL)

`1,000cr
worthpowerdistribution
projects inAhmedabad,
MehsanaandGandhinagar

underUttar
GujaratVij
CompanyLimited
(UGVCL)

`133cr
-worthslum
Development
project inSector-3
ofRamapirNo

TekrounderthePradhan
MantriAwasYojana
(Urban)PMAY(U)
■Foundationstone laid for
stormwaterdrainage in
AhmedabadMunicipal
Corporation,Stampsand
RegistrationBhawanin
WestAhmedabad,andthe
six-laneconstructionof
SardarPatelRingRoad

PMModi

AnaerialviewofNikolwherePrimeMinisterNarendraModiheldaroadshowandpublic
rallydedicating infraprojectsworth`5400croreonAugust25.BhupendrRana

RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST31

GUJARATHAS received season’s
average rainfall of 90per cent till
August 31, since theonset of the
SouthwestmonsoononJune15.

With the weather depart-
ment'sforecastofveryheavyrain-
fall inthecomingweek, therain-
fall is expected to increase. The
monsoonisexpectedtowithdraw
fromGujaratbySeptember15.

The rainfall in the state is less
than previousmonsoon season
buthigher than2023. In2024as
onAugust 31, an average rainfall
of111.18percentwasrecordedin
the state asper State Emergency
Operation Centre (SEOC),
Gandhinagar. Similarly, in 2023,
an average rainfall of 81.82 per
centwasreceived.

During the last 24 hours till
Sunday5pm, the state received
an average rainfall of 12.86mm
with118talukasrecordingrainfall
upto50mmandfourtalukasbe-
tween101-150mmandonebe-
tween201and250mm.

Halol taluka in Panchmahal
received thehighest of 250mm
duringthe24hours till Sunday5
pm,followedbyUmrethinAnand
120mm,KadanaandSantrampur
inMahisagar 110mmand 109
mm, respectively, and Shehra in
Panchmahal105mm.

On Sunday, Kadana in
Mahisagar received the highest
rainfall of 76 mm within four
hours–from8amto12pm.

SingvadinDahodtooreceived
heavy rainfall of 58mm in four

hours–6amto10am.
Of the 206 dams inGujarat,

106 are onhigh alert and29un-
deralertasthetotalwaterstorage
inthese206damsreaches80per
centor44,6369MCFT.

Thismonsoon season, 1,036
people have been rescued from
theflood-affectedareassofarand
5,311shiftedtosaferplaces.

According to the data pro-
vided by the SEOC, six districts
havereceivedabove100percent
averagerainfallasonSunday.

Sabarkantha received the
highest of 125per cent followed
by Banaskantha 108 per cent –
bothinNorthGujarat.Mahisagar
and Kheda in the central parts
haverecorded107.2percentand
100.52%, respectively,while Tapi
district inthesouthhasrecorded
105.65per cent andSaurashtra’s
Bhavnagar103.87percent.

TheIMDhasissuedanorange
alert for certain parts of Gujarat
fromSeptember 3 to 6. Orange
alerthasbeendeclared forSurat,
Dang, Navsari and Tapi for
September 3 and for districts of
Narmada,Bharuch,Valsad,Amreli
andBhavnagarforSeptember4.

OnSeptember5,heavytovery
heavyrainfallisexpectedinSurat,
Dang,Navsari,Valsad,Tapi,Amreli,
Bhavnagar, Gir Somnath,
NarmadaandBharuch;inthedis-
tricts of Rajkot, Junagadh, and
Botad.“Heavytoveryheavyrain-
fall isverylikelywithisolatedex-
tremelyheavy rainfall in thedis-
tricts of Junagadh, Amreli,
Bhavnagar,GirSomnath,Bharuch
andSurat,Rajkot, Porbandarand
Botad,”IMDalertforSept6stated.

Gujarat records
90% rainfall,
less than 2024
Orangealert insomeareas till Sept6

‘Beef fest’ protest
in Kerala bank
after officer bans
dish in canteen
Thiruvananthapuram: Canara
Bank employees affiliatedwith
the Bank Employees Federation
of India (BEFI) have organised a
beef festattheKochiregionalof-
ficeof thebank.Whatprompted
theemployeeswasarecentdirec-
tive by the regional officer, ban-
ningbeefattheofficecanteen.

The beef fest was organised
Thursday to protest against re-
gional officer Ashwini Kumar,
who is fromBihar. After joining
theKochioffice,hehadpurport-
edly verbally directed that the
canteenshouldnot servebeef.

On Thursday, along with
beef,employeesservedMalabar
paratha, alsoknownasporotta.

A BEFI leader in Ernakulam
said the canteen used to occa-
sionallyservebeefdishes.“Afew
days ago, the regionalmanager
askedthecolleaguesnottocon-
sume beef at the office. He
wantedthestaffnottoservethe
dishanymore.”

Patna: Senior Congress leader
PawanKheraonSundayclaimed
that a staggering 89 lakh com-
plaints of irregularities were
flagged by the party’s Booth
LevelAgents(BLAs)inBihardur-
ingtheSpecialIntensiveRevision
(SIR),butallwererejectedbythe
ElectionCommission.Kherade-
mandedthat theentireexercise
be conducted again. However,
theofficeofBiharCEOsaid that,
till date, no BLA authorised by
any district president of
CongressinBiharhassubmitted
any claim or objection on any
deletedname. PTI

EC rejected
Cong’s 89 lakh
complaints
during SIR: Khera

TANUSREEBOSE
&JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
KOLKATA,RAIPUR,AUGUST31

ADAYafteranFIRwasregistered
againstTMCMPMahuaMoitrain
Chhattisgarhoverherallegedre-
marks against Union Home
MinisterAmitShah,theBJP’sWest
Bengal unit Sunday accusedher

of“insulting”theScheduledCaste
Matua community and “hurting
religioussentimentsofSanatanis”.

Reacting to a video of TMC
MP’s August 28 speech in
Karimpur, BJP spokesperson
Shatorupa said: “After insulting
theUnionHomeMinister,shehas
insulted the Sanatanis and
Namasudras...Herremarksprove
that (TMC supremo) Mamata

Banerjee indulges in appease-
ment politics, which we have
beensayingtimeandagain.”

Inthevideo,Moitraispurport-
edly heard saying: “Throughout
the year, you are Trinamool and
duringtheelections,youareSana-
tanis?What is this?AScheduled
Castewomangets`1,200through
LaxmiBhandar...andintheSC/ST
Namasudrabooths,whenthebal-

lotboxesareopened,itis85votes
for BJP and 15 for other parties.
Wearingwoodenmalas,allcome
to collect government doles, all
have Swasthya Sathi cards and
takeLaxmiBhandarbenefits,but
duringtheelection, it’stheBJP.”

BJP’s state legal co-incharge
TarunjyotiTiwarisaid:“Howcan
Moitrasaydolesgivenarebythe
TMC.Itisthetaxpayers’money...”

BJP targets Mahua for ‘insulting’ Matuas in Bengal

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, AUGUST31

MANOJ JARANGE’S stir at
Mumbai’s Azad Maidan for
Marathaquotaenteredthethird
day on Sundaywith the activist
hardening his stand by main-
taining his demandwas consti-
tutionally valid, even as some
Maharashtraministersfromthe
BJP said the community must
avail theexistingEWSquota.

Hehasbeendemanding10%
quota forMarathas andwants
themtobe recognisedasKunbis
—anagrariancasteincludedinthe
OBCcategory—whichwillmake
themeligible for reservation in
governmentjobsandeducation.

Asserting that he will not
leaveMumbai till his demands
aremet, Jarange said, “The gov-
ernment has records of 58 lakh
Marathas as Kunbis.” Jarange,
who refused to soften his stand
after a delegation under retired
HC judge Sandeep Shindemet
himadayearlier,onSundaysaid,
“Fromtomorrow,Iwillstoptak-
ingwater as the government is
not accepting thedemands. But
Iamnotgoingbacktill thequota

demand ismet.”
Meanwhile, Maharashtra

ministers Chandrakant Patil and
NiteshRane, both fromBJP, have
saidMarathacommunityshould
benefit fromexistingEWSquota
rather thanbeing categorised as
OBCs.BothPatilandRanebelong
totheMarathacommunity.

Rane also accused NCP (SP)
MLA Rohit Pawar of funding
Jarange’sprotest.Speakingtore-
porters in Solapur district on
Sunday, Chandrakant Patil said
Marathasneverfaceduntoucha-
bilityandwerenotbackwardby
caste, but shrinking landhold-
ingsovertheyearspushedthem
into financialdistress.

Patil also said CMDevendra
Fadnavis is never rigid but there
are some constitutional limita-
tions.

“Normally, delegations come
tomeettheCM,nottheotherway
round.However, he (Fadnavis) is
soflexiblethathecanevengo.But
itmust bring a solution, not just
leadtohumiliation,”Patilsaid.

Rane claimed Jarange’s de-
mand toclassify allMarathasas
Kunbis and include them in the
OBC categorywould not be ac-
ceptableacrossMaharashtra.

Jarange threatens to
give up water from
today; BJP ministers
raise EWS angle

AtHimmatnagar, inSabarkanthadistrictonSaturday. PTI

Ahmedabad
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