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PRESS RELEASE

Infosys Foundation USA Commits Funding to Train 1,000 Teachers in Computer Science

Palo Alto CA - May 02, 2017: Infosys Foundation USA is pleased to announce the funding of Computer

Science (CS) professional development for over 1,000 public school teachers in the summer of 2017.
Including teachers supported in previous years, this will bring the total number of elementary and secondary

school teachers trained to over 2,100, to benefit more than a million students over the next several years.

“The future is being written in code, and there is a critical need to invest in computer science education
today. To prepare children for 215t century jobs it is vital that students can identify and solve complex
problems, develop critical thinking skills and learn the computational thinking that is pervasive in a digital
economy,” said Vandana Sikka, Chairperson of Infosys Foundation USA. “Teachers are the heart and soul
of our children’s education and their role is even more significant in our digital world. One CS teacher alone
can help hundreds, or even thousands, of students. Multiply that body of teachers by the thousands, and
now you are able to achieve scale to get closer to our dream of making computer science accessible to

every child in the United States.”

Inspired by the success of the 2016 CS PD Week, the Foundation is making investments in a variety of

computer science teacher training workshops. These workshops make it easier for teachers from rural
areas and smaller districts to attend at no cost in July 2017. Participating programs include Exploring

Computer Science and Bootstrap at CS PD Week 2017 in Golden, CO; and Beauty and Joy of Computing,

UTeach CS Principles, and Mobile CS Principles at various cities throughout the US. The latter three

programs will make it possible for teachers to offer the new College Board endorsed Advance Placement

CS Principles course to students in their high schools.

In addition, Infosys Foundation USA is continuing its funding of Code.org to train several hundred teachers
in their high school CS Principles course, as well as in courses designed for elementary school students.

Through its partnership with education crowdfunding leader DonorsChoose.org, the Foundation continues

to provide CS training opportunities to teachers across America. By focusing on such evidence-based

curricula, the Foundation is working to ensure that students benefit from a high quality computing education.

Infosys Foundation USA has already made multiple investments in previous years towards this goal of
reducing the digital divide. The Foundation is the leading sponsor of the Computer Science Teachers
Association (CSTA), the professional association for 23,000 CS teachers worldwide, and supports CSTA’s

Continuing Professional Development Pipeline project and Teaching Excellence awards, along with the
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Association of Computing Machinery (ACM). Besides supporting CS PD Week 2016, the Foundation has

provided funding for CS training for hundreds of teachers with various partners.

Infosys Foundation USA’s long standing commitment to this cause is demonstrated by its systemic
approach to supporting a variety of CS education programs over the past several years. These include
funding directed towards curriculum development, afterschool programs, mentoring opportunities,
research, evaluation, and boot camps and hackathons.

About Infosys Foundation USA

Infosys Foundation USA is focused on bridging the digital divide in America by supporting high quality
computer science education and coding skills with a particular focus on underrepresented communities. It
aims to give children and young adults the skills they need to become creators, not just consumers, of
technology. In pursuit of this mission, the Foundation has partnered with internationally acclaimed non-
profits and institutions like Code.org, New York Academy of Sciences, DonorsChoose.org, and the
CREATE Lab at Carnegie Mellon University. In addition, Infosys Foundation USA committed a million
dollars to the Infy Maker Awards to inspire makers across the U.S. to demonstrate creative excellence in
making projects with genuine impact. Learn more at http://www.infosys.org/usa/ follow on
Twitter @InfyFoundation or Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/InfosysFoundationUSA
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