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Tomato prices to abate In
2 weeks with new arrivals

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 8

CONSUMERS FEELING THE
pinch of high tomato prices
since the last week of June are
expected to getrelief in the next
two weeks, as arrivals from key
producing states like Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka pick up.

Retail prices of the com-
mon vegetable are currently
ruling at ¥160-170/kg in
most cities.

Crops from Maharashtra
and Karnataka, which to-
gether have a 17% share in
production, will start arriving
in the market inlarge quanti-
ties from next week.

The department of con-
sumer affairs has projected
that tomato production would
increase to 0.54 million tonne
(MT)this month from 0.22 MT
in July due to higher output
from Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,Andhra
Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh.

“We expect tomato retail
prices to start moderating
from next week,” Rohit Kumar
Singh, secretary, department
of consumer affairs, said.

“Mandi prices are cur-
rently ruling around I120-
130/kg,and expected to de-
cline as there are reports of

Coal India

MANISH GUPTA
New Delhi, August 8

STATE-RUN COAL India (CIL)
posted a 10% decline in its con-
solidated net profit in April-
June quarterevenasit sawarise
of 2.5% initsrevenue fromop-
erations year-on-year.

The world's largest coal
miner reported a net profit of
37,941 crore and revenue from
operations at 35,983 crore in
Q1 FY24, as against 8,834
crore and 335,092 crore, re-
spectively,in Q1 FY23, as per

-
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higher crops arrivals from
south and western parts of
the country in the next one
week,” Ashok Kaushik, pres-
ident, Azadpur market
tomato association, told FE.

Excessive rains and floods
in north, northwest and hilly
regions during July led to in-
undation of field and crop
damage impacting tomato

supply and causing a surge in
retail prices to beyond
%200/kg in Delhi market.

While modal retail prices
of the vegetable was ¥140/kg
on Tuesday, according to the
consumer affairs depart-
ment, there has been large
variations in prices across
cities.

Prices in Delhi and Mum-
bai were quoted at ¥177/kg
and ¥165/kg, respectively.

According to the govern-
ment's assessment, tomato
arrivals from Himachal
Pradesh had dropped to only
1,505 tonne in July from
10,875 tonne ayear ago.

Meanwhile, the bench-
mark mandi prices of tomato
at Kolar, Karnataka, declined
by 28% to ¥6,670/quintal on
Monday from its peak of
39,330/quintal on August 1.
In early June, mandi prices
were only ¥2,000/quintal.

“Arrivals would peak up
over the new weeks which
would pull down the prices
from a record high,” Uday
Deolankar, adviser to the
Maharashtra agriculture de-
partment, said.

However, he said that
moderation in the prices
would occur in the next two
weeks while the prices would
fall sharply by October when

harvest from  Madhya
Pradesh would enter the mar-
ket.

Currently, National Coop-
erative Consumers Federation
(NCCF) and farmers' coopera-
tive Nafed have been selling
tomatoes at the retail price of
X70/kg since the middle of
last month at several placesin
Delhi NCR, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and other states.

Around 18 states, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, West Bengal, Telan-
gana, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Punjab contribute to the
country's tomato production.
Tomato production in the
2022-23 cropyear (July-June)
has declined marginally to
20.62 MT compared to previ-
ous year.

Tomato has a weightage of
0.6% in CPI inflation.Accord-
ing to an official note, the cy-
cle of planting and harvest-
ing seasons and variation
across regions are primarily
responsible for price season-
ality in tomatoes.

"Apart from the normal
price seasonality, temporary
supply chain disruptions and
crop damage due to adverse
weather conditions etc often
lead to sudden spikes in
prices,"according to the note.

roflt falls 10% to ?7 94171 crore

stock exchange filing.

Coal production grew nearly
10%t0175.5 million tonne (MT)
in the first quarter from 159.8
MT in the year-ago quarter.The
offtale of raw coal increased 5%
year-on-year to 187 MT from
177.5 MT, as per the company's
presentation.

The consolidated results for
the quarter does not include the
results of Coal India Africana (the
only foreign subsidiary of CIL),
CILSolar PV and CIL Navikarniya
Urja.Thetransactionsintheseare
insignificant, the filing said.

India Exim Bank’s IFSC branch to focus
on international factoring for MSMEs

ABHINAY KUMAR
Ahmedabad, August 8

IN VIEW OF the Indian MSME
sector’s huge potential for ex-
ports and the requirement for
easily accessible trade finances,
the India Exim bank is plan-
ning to tap into the factoring
segment of tradefinancing.In-
dia Exim Finserve IFSC Private,
the newly inaugurated sub-
sidiary of India Exim Bank, will
exclusivelyfocuson factoring
finance growth and develop-
mentamong MSMEs,

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of its GIFT unit, Harsha
Bangari, Managing Director,
India Exim Bank, said, “In
2022-23 the exports from In-
dia stood at § 774 billion, dou-
ble the exportsin 2013-14.The
growth of Indian exports, de-
spite the slowdown in ad-
vanced economies, continuing
geopolitical conflicts and tight-
ening monetary policiesacross
the economies, shows the re-
silience and sustainability of
the Indian economy.Addition-
ally there is a great untapped
export potential among the
MSMEsin India.”

“Access to finances is one
of the major reasons for the
MSME:s for not achieving de-
sired growth. According to
Udyam data, only 1.36% of
1.7 crore registered MSMEs
are exporting their products.
This new service of interna-
tional factoring will help the
MSMEs to raise short term
workable capital so that they
can expand their business
without facing any financial
constraint”,added Bangari.K
Ra]araman Chairman, IFSC
GIFT said, “The foundation
for certain and steady growth
of financial services at the
GIFTIFSC has been laid well.

The India Exim Bank will
be the first finance company
at GIFT which will be doing

work in trade financing. As
India is working towards the
goal to achieve § 3 trillion
worth of exports by 2030,
there will be a multifold
growth in the scope for fi-
nances.” The IFSC Chairman
also called upon other banks
and financial institutions at
GIFT to come forward and
join the trade finance seg-
ment to enhance the whole
banking ecosystem at the
GIFT IFSC.Vivek Joshi, Secre-
tary, Department of Finan-
cial Services, Ministry of Fi-
nance, Government of India,
said,

“The  macroeconomic
fundamentals for the Indian
economy are strengthening
and they are improving the
growth prospects. The fact
that India’s exportsin 202 2-
23 stood at § 776 billion (
$450 billion merchandise
exports and $ 326 billion
services exports) indicates
that international trade can
be a viable growth engine.
MSMEs contribute a sub-
stantial portion of exports
from India (around 45%) but
there is a lot of untapped ex-

port potential and factoring
finance has the potential to
unlockit.”

He further said, “In other
economies factoring is one
of the major sources of trade
financing while in India it
constitutes only 2.6% of to-
tal MSME credit followup.
This means that this seg-
ment of trade financing has
a huge potential that is wait-
ing to be accessed. With this
mechanism the exporters
can convert their trade re-
ceivables into leap funds and
can generate short term fi-
nances to expand their busi-
nesses.”

Pushpesh Tyagi, who has
been appointed the manag-
ing director & CEO of the In-
dia Exim Finserve IFSC Pri-
vate Limited, added “The
main focus is to stabilise the
operations within a year. We
are planning to start doing
the business by the end of
September. The unit will
start operating with a man-
power of 8 to 10 employees
while the strength of man-
power will grow according to
the growth of business.”

No-Confidence Motion: Oppn lists govt
failures, ruling party its achievements

MANOJ C G &
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
New Delhi, August 8

THE START OF the debate on
the no-confidence motion in
Lok Sabha Tuesday, moved by
the Congress and backed by
the Opposition INDIA alliance
ostensibly to force Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to come to
the House and speak on the
Manipur situation, saw the
parties trying to weave a polit-
ical narrative for the 2024
general elections.

Manipur, at best, was one of
the talking points with the focus
primarily on highlighting the
“failure” of the BJP government
on many fronts.

From the unresolved border
with China to price rise, unem-
ployment, the handling of the
economy, misuse of investiga-
tive agencies,assault on federal-
ism, safety of women,wrestlers’
protests, farmers’agitation, pri-

f'inam:i“. Epe. .in

From price rise to wrestlers’ protest, the Opposition sought
to corner the government on a range of issues. PTI

vatisation, the Opposition par-
ties used the Parliament grand
stage to corner the government
onarange of issues, clearlywith
the general elections in mind.
The Prime Minister was not in
the House during the debate.
Deputy Leader of the Con-

gress in Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi,who had given notice for
the no-confidence motion and
initiated the discussion, was
perhaps the lone speaker who
spoke atlength about Manipur.
Healso tried to counterthe BJP’s
nationalism plank — and the

reasonwhy the anti-BJPalliance
named itself INDIA.

Regional partieslike the Tri-
namool Congress,DMKand the
Samajwadi Party focused on
state specific issues even while
attacking the government for
failing to control theviolence in
Manipur, questioning the
Prime Minister’s silence for
over 80 days, his absence from
Parliament — during the session
and particularlytodaywhen the
debate began —and demanding
the sacking of the N Biren Singh
government.

Many Opposition leaders
pointed out that the Supreme
Court had to stepinand set up
athree-judge panel as the gov-
ernments had failed. The
larger theme of the Opposition
attack was to puncture the
BJP’s double engine govern-
ment political slogan and the
Centre’s failure to control the
violence in Manipur where the
BJP heads the government.

Rice exporters confident
ban will be lifted soon

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 8

THE BAN ON exports of non-
basmati white rice may not
last long as the concerns
about the standing crop has
eased, according to major ex-
porters.

Anil Kumar Mittal, chair-
man and managing director
of KRBL, one of the majorrice
exporters, on Tuesday said:
“Monsoon rains have been
adequate so far and kharif
paddy sowing has surpassed
last year's level and the gov-
ernment might lift the white
rice exports ban soon.”

He noted that global agen-
cies such as International
Monetary Fund and Food and
Agriculture  Organisation
have urged India to lift re-
striction in white rice export
as it has pushed global rice
prices sharply.

After the procurement of
paddy commences, the gov-
ernment would realistically
assess the supply situation by
December and consider lift-
ing the ban on white rice ship-
ment,”V Krishna Rao, presi-
dent, Rice Exporters
Association, a body of non-
basmati exporters, said.

He said that because of the
rice exports ban, India's com-
petitors such as Vietnam and
Thailand have hiked their
grain prices.

Mittal said that domestic
rice prices have increased by
15% in the last four months
and with higher acreage, the
prices are expected to fall by
September and October as
harvesting of kharif would
commence.

Rice has been transplanted
in 28.3 million hectare till Au-
gust 4, which is 3.4% more
on-year. As on August 1, the
Food Corporation of India had
rice stocks of 37.64 million
tonne (MT) which includes
13.01 MT of grain to be re-
ceived from millers, which is
far above the buffer norm of
10.25 million tonne for Octo-
ber 1.

India, the biggest rice ex-
porter since 2012, had im-

In September last year,
India had imposed a ban
on broken rice exports
and put a 20% export
tariff on the non-basmati
and non-parboiled rice,
aimed at improving
domestic supplies

posed a ban on white rice ex-
ports on July 20, aimed to
contain cereal inflation,
which has remained in double
digits since October last year.

The food ministry had
stated in April-Tune (2023-
24) that about 1.5 MT white
rice has been exported, which
isanincrease of around 35%.

In September last year, In-
dia had imposed a ban on bro-
ken rice exports and put a
20% export tariff on the non-
basmati and non-parboiled
rice, aimed at improving do-
mestic supplies.

However, in FY23, India
exported a record 22.34 MT
of rice to more than 140 odd
countries.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA),
in its July 2023 crop outlook,
stated “India remains the
lowest priced Asian exporter
and expected to again be the
largest exporter, shipping a
record 23 MTin 2023-247”

In October 2022, retail in-
flation in rice was reported at
double digit of 10.210%,
whichroseto 11.78% in June,
2023,

It has remained elevated
despite the record rice pro-
duction of the 2022-23 crop
year (July-June) at 135.5 mil-
lion tonne.

Kerala Assembly passes

SHAJU PHILIP
Thiruvananthapuram, August 8

KERALA'S LEGISLATIVE AS-
SEMBLY on Tuesday unani-
mously passed a resolution
against the Centre’s plan to
implement a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), saying that the
move is “hasty and unilateral”
and that it would “do away
with the secular character of
the Constitution”.

Moved by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, the resolu-
tion was backed by both the
ruling CPI(M)-led LDF and the
Opposition Congress-led UDF.
Both the CPI(M) and the Con-
gress have conducted a series
of seminarsontheissuein dif-
ferent parts of Kerala.

Theresolution said that the
Assembly considered the plan

toimplementa UCCa commu-
nal move that could be “detri-
mental to the unity of the
country”.

Pointing out that secular-
ism was guaranteed in the very
Preamble to the Constitution,
the resolution said the Consti-
tution gave citizens the free-
dom to believe in any religion
and live accordingly.

While the freedom of reli-
gion guaranteed by the Consti-
tution includes the right to fol-
low and practise religious
personal rules, any legislation
preventing that practice would
amount to a denial and viola-
tion of this constitutional right.

Theresolution also said that
Article 44 of the Constitution,
which mentions UCC, only says
that thestate shallendeavourto
bring in a common civil code,
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Wheat prices jump to
6-month high on
demand, limited supply

REUTERS
Mumbai, August 8

INDIAN WHEAT PRICES
surged to a six-month high
on Tuesday due to limited
supplies and robust demand
ahead of the festival season,
dealers said.

The increasing prices may
prompt New Delhi to elimi-
nate import duties on the ce-
real to bolster supplies and
control prices ahead of key
state polls and next year's
general election.

Rising wheat prices could
contribute to food inflation
and potentially complicate
the efforts of both the gov-
ernment and the central
bank to contain inflation.

"Inall key producing states,
farmer supplies have nearly
come to a halt. Flour mills are
struggling to obtain sufficient
supplies in the market," said a
New Delhi-based trader.

Wheat prices at Indore in
the central state of Madhya
Pradesh rose by 1.5% on
Tuesday to 25,446 rupees
($307.33) per metric ton, the
highest since Feb. 10. Prices
have surged by nearly 18%
over the past four months.

The government should re-
lease stocks from its ware-

and that this should be done
over a period of time through
consensus and discussions.

“It is a matter of concern
that the Union government
has come forward with a uni-
lateral move to implement
UCC without taking any at-
tempt to create a consensus
over the issue among the dif-
ferent segments of society,” the
resolution said.

Reacting to the resolution
on Tuesday, the BJP’s Kerala
unit president K Surendran
said the CPI(M) and the Con-
gress were using the platform
of the Assembly for “religious
polarisation”.

“It has become a habit to
use the Assembly to propitiate
a particular section. The
CPI(M) and the Congress are
challenging the judicial sys-

houses into the open market to
avoid potential shortages dur-
ing the festive season, said a
Mumbai-based dealer associ-
ated with a global trade house.

As of August 1, wheat
stocks in government ware-
houses stood at 28.3 million
metrictons,an increase from
the 26.6 million metric tons
recorded a year earlier.

"Imports are necessary to
lower prices. The government
cannot increase supplies with-
out imports," the dealer said.

Indiais considering cutting
or even abolishing a 40% im-
port tax on wheat and lower-
ing a limit on the amount of
wheat stocks millers and
traders can hold, Sanjeev
Chopra, the most senior civil
servant at the federal food
ministry,said last week. Wheat
outputrosetoarecord 112.74
million metric tons in 2023,
up from 107.7 million metric
tons ayear earlier,according to
the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare.

India consumes around
108 million metric tons of
wheat annually. But aleading
trade body told Reuters in
June that India's wheat har-
vestin 2023 was at least 10%
lower than the farm min-
istry's estimate.

resolution against UCC

temaswell as the Constitution
of the country,” he said. He
termed CM Vijayan’s move to
pass theresolution “ludicrous”,
saying that UCC was not even
discussed in Parliament.

On June 14, the 22nd Law
Commission had invited pub-
lic views on UCC within four
weeks. The Commission on
July 14 extended the deadline
for views on UCC by two more
weeks.On June 27,Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi made a
strong pitch for the UCC while
addressing a rally in poll-
bound Madhya Pradesh.

The Mizoram Assembly had
also unanimously adopted a
resolution opposing any move
to implement UCC. This came
on February 14, months before
the Law Commission invited
publicviews on the subject.

India Tourism Development Gorporation Ltd.

(A Government of India Undertaking)
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Telefax No : 011-24360249 Website : www.itdc.co.in CIN: L74899DL1965G0I1004363

Extracts of Statement of Standalone and Consolidated Un-Audited Financial Results for the quarter and year ended 30.06.2023

(% In Lakhs)
Standalone Consolidated
Particulars Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended Year Endeg
30.06.23 31.03.23 30.06.22 31.03.23 30.06.23 31.03.23 | 30.06.22 31.03.23
Un-Audited] Audited | Un-Audited| Audited | Un-Audited Audited | Un-Audite Audited
Total income from operations 11,691.59 15,475.92 9,494.06 | 45,807.88 1,817.04 | 1564729 9,630.02 | 46,358.42
Other Income 491.08 286.66 346.14 1,805.07 4494 218.1 32246 1,695.96
Total Income 12,182.67 15,762.58 9,840.20 47,612.95 12,266.18 15,865.40 9,952.48 48,054.38
N Ex Pr(?ﬂt /(oS ey Uiz perl_od [oEiiene Er 2,55125 2,524.34 1,804.61 8,612.09 2,495.71 2,500.52 1,742.71 8,452.79
Exceptional and/or Extra Ordinary Items)
Net Profit / (L.OSS) for the period before tax 2,55125 2,524.34 1,804.61 8,612.09 2,495.71 2,500.52 1,742.71 8,452.79
(after Exceptional and/or Extra Ordinary ltems)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (after 178256 141705 | 109696 | 603300 | 172239 | 137248 | 102975 | 585172
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items#)
Total Comprehensive Income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after 1,768.95 1,477.16 1,149.60 5,975.14 1,726.75 1,458.65 1,04.50 5,854.34
tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)
Paid up Equity Share Capital 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94 8,576.94
Reserv_es (excluding Revaluation R_eserve as 20,08168 24.587.08
shown in the Balance Sheet of previous year)
Earnings Per Share (after extra-ordinary item)
(of Rs. 10/- each)(for continuing and discontin- 208 165 128 703 203 163 123 o=9
ued operations)- Basic & Diluted:
L A

Note:

quarter of the said financial year.

Date: 08.08.2023
Place: New Delhi

# Includes Net Profit of Continued and Discontinued Operations

1) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The
full format of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange(s) Website (www.bseindia.com) & (www.nseindia.com) and on the Company’s Website (www.itdc.co.in).

2) The Financial results of the company have been prepared in accordance with Indian Accounting Standards (IND AS) as prescribed under Section 133 of the Companies Act 2013 read with Companies (Indian
Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015, as amended.

3) The Above Statement of Financial Results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at the meeting held on 8th August 2023.

4) Earning per share is not annualized for the quarter ended June 30, 2023, March 31, 2023, and June 30, 2022.

5) The figures for the quarter ended March 31, 2023 are the balancing figures between the audited figures in respect of the full financial year ended on that date and published year to date figures up to the third

6) Figures of the previous reporting periods have been re-grouped / re-classified wherever necessary to comrespond with the figures of the current reporting period.

For India Tourism Development corporation Limited

One stop solution for all your Travel, Tourism and hospitality needs

Sd/-
Lokesh Kumar Aggarwal
(Director Finance & CFO)
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India-Pak rivalry surviving on legacy

India have dominated
the contest recently,
winning 12 of the last
15 ties between them

Sandip Sikdar

<andislkdarg htikae com

CHENNAL “Tndlic s Paicistan pehla
hockey Test, Islahirddin aua Sami-
ullah dono aa rahe hai. Butaiye
result kya hoga {(First Test
between [ndiaznd Pakistan. Both
Islabuddin and Samiullah are
coming, Guess theresult),” Amol
Palekar's character Ram Prasad
Sharma says as he excitedly dis-

Bur today the rivalr
shadoui of the past.

5 a pale

famed Tndia-Pakistan rivalry is
notmuch ofa these

hockey saw a resurgence in the
past decade, the opposite haz
been tue for Pakistan.

Heavy investiment has gane
into Indian hockey in the past
decade from exposule tows ©
bringing in top-level foreign
coaches to high performance
ditcctors. Apart from Sports
Authority of Tndia (SAT) and
Hoekey India (HI) taling care of
every need of players, investment
from the state of Odisha to the
tune of AQV crore for five years,
providing state-af-the-art facili-
ties have resulted in India
reclaiming its spotat the top of

cusses hockey with his unclein  the hockey world order.
the renowned 1979 comedy Gel
Maal. Among the best
Tha( wasan erawhen hockey  Tlarmanpreet Singhand Co may
s the p. Csport in not world hockey
snuth ma and thetwo countries  hutthey regularly beatthe hestin

were masters of the game, win-
ning whatever there wasto. "We
used to sing songs during our
marches, Thar just shoved how
confident the two teams were,”
the same Islahuddin Siddiqui, a
two-time world champion with
Pakistan, told this correspordent
inan earlier interview.

While the global dominanee
decrensed in the 1990k and 20005,
falling behind the European
teanms and Australia, Uie two out-
fits were still evenly matched. gv-
ing a tough fight to each other.

There werestars in the team.
that people would turn up to
watchin packed houses. Pakisan
had Sohail Abbas, Rebhan Butt,
Shakeel Abbasi while India had.
charismatic wizards like Dhanrgj
ay, Dilip Tirkey and Jugraj
Singh. Even the India-Pakistan
game al the 2010 World Cup in
New Delhi saw 16,000 fans turn-
ing upat the Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium, the only con-
testofthe wurnament thatsawa
[ull house.

32

the business, are currently
ranked No. 4 and abso returned w
the Olympic podium aftera gap
of 4l years,

Pakistan, on the other hand
are No. 16 in the world, They
failed to qualify for the last wo
Olympics and two of the Tast
three World Cups where they are

ill the most successful team
with four titles.

“Hockey culture just suddenly
died i Paldstan,” says Shahbaz
Ahmed, the only player to win
two back-to-back Player of the
Tournaments at World Cups
(1990 and 1994).

sponsorship, orthe lackof it is
alsa a majar reason hebind them
falling behind. Despite qualifying
for ﬂw 2018 World Cup, they
almost didn't make it o Bhuban-
eswar until the eleventh hour
when a private player decided o
fund the team’s trip to India.
Recently. Sigiried Aikman
resigned as Pakistan coach afler
not geting his salary for a year.

Nunbers show that the onee

days. 1o the last 15 games
between the wo sides, India have
won 12, two ended in draws while
ane wasa norresult. Pakistan last
beat India seven years agoin the
final of the South Asian Games in
Guwahati where the hasts had
sent a third-string side. The last
time Pakistan beat [ndia in a
major tournament was atthe
2014 Asian Cames inlncheon.
“This team is o young team.
Thereare 14 in the squad (f18)
who have never played a
match against India. If you
compare India with Pakistan,
[ndia wre strenger in every

levels are much
superior” suid Palistan head
coach Muhammad Saglain on
the eve of the clash between the
two tearms at the Asian Champi-
ons Traphy.

“But hockey Is a game of
nerves. [tisado-or-die match for
us, Wewill give it our best shot.
India may be world No. 4 I:u[
there are still gaps in Tnd
game which we'll wy to exploit.

While India have already
made the eu: for the semi-finals,
Pakistan’s fate rests on the con-
Lest against Indizand ako on the
other final round-robin matches.

India captain Harmanpreet
suid their wanis also not laking
theirneighbeurs lightly in what
will be the first match between
the two sides since the - draw at
the 2022 Asia Cup in Jakarta.

“The rivalry has become a lot
different naw. Roth were very
good teams back then. Butit'snot
that we are winning casily
against them,” Harmanpreet
said. While it is declining. the leg-
acy of the rivalry still adds that
extra zing which make pecple
turn up for this age-old rivalry.

ASIAN CHAMPIONS TROPHY

‘akistan last beat Ind

WHERE: Chennai WHEN: 8:30 pm

n the 2016

\ gn Asian Games final in Guwahati
e last game between

‘the two sides ended in a1-1draw

atthe2022 Asi

Cup

This will be the first match between
the two teams this year

INDIA
China 7-2 @
Japan 1~
Malaysia 5-0 @
South Korea 3-2 @

PAKISTAN
1-3 Malaysia
1-1 South Korea
@ 3-3 Japan
@ 2-1 China

WORLD C'SHIPS:
WRESTLING BODY
RELAXES INDIA'S
ENTRY DEADLINE

Shantanu Srivastava
sportsdzskelh-dusiantimas.com

NEW DELHE Wrestling's global
governing body United Warld
Wresding (CWW) has agreed “in
prineiple” to the ad-hee conumit:
Tews request 1o extend the Augist
16 deadline for India to submit
the final entries for the World
| Champlonships.

) TheBhupender Bajwaled
committee had written to
L UWW on July 28 requesting
| thenm (o push the deadline
I forsending the squad list o
August 26 as India are due o
. hold trials before finalising
the names. [TWW responded an
wing India to scnd
the squad by the initial

deadline and the names later.

“Weve received the response
from TTWW. Tt wants us to send
entries by number by August 16,
Enties by name can be sent
later,” Bajwa said.

Another official close to the
development said, “This means
UWW has agreed to our request
in prineiple. We will send the
enfries by number soon. The
trials can then be conducted by
the new WFI dispensation at &
suitable date.” The ad-hoccom-
‘mittee is in the process of prepar-
ing a preliminary list which will
nclude the names of wrestlers,
“We are making the list. I will be
2 full gquad, which can be
tweaked later,” the official said,
‘without giving details about the
names of wrestlers the ad-hoe
‘panel plans to put in the initial
squad, UWAW referred taits rule
far competitions, which says,
“between 1 month and 3 days
belore the start of the style i
question, a substitution can be
done if a wrestier isinjured or out
offor

The Warlds will be held from
Seplember 1624 in Belgrade.

Big signings in focus ahead of new P1. campaign

Top 10 EPL transfers for 2023/24 season

PLAYER ROM  |TO
DECLAN RICE WESTHAM | ARSENAL
Jasko Gvardiol RB LEWIIG MAR CITY
Rasmus Hojlund ATALANTA 7MIIN UNITED
Kai Havertz CHELSEA ARSENAL
Dominik Szaboszlai  RA LFIPZIG LIVERPOOL
Mason Mount CHELSEA MAN UNITED
Christopher Nkunku RS LEIPZIG CHELSEA
Sandro Tonali AC MILAN NEVICASTLE
Andre Onana INTER MILAN | MAN UNITED ﬁg:‘;,ﬁﬁ'?;;;:‘,;ﬂ:"
James Maddison LEICESTER CITY | TOTTENHAM

Vivek Krishnan

ence week in, week out after a

vivelkrishnaneshindus @ ntimes.eom

NEW DELHI: Forall the defensive
diligence that Josko Gvardiol
way have displayed ona fuulbnll

year's FIFA World Cupsen i
that mostwill associate him with.
Having been a rockesolid pres:
ence in the Craatan hackline
until that semi-final. Gvardiol.all
of 20, was at the receiving end of
a genius’ artistry as Messi, 15
years older and wiser, twisted
and turned past him on the tight

fore crossing the ball far
Julian Alvarez to scal a 3-0 vie-
tory.

It was a forgettable moment
alright, but to let that over-
shadew his contribution m Croa-
tia’s semi-final run would be
doing a disservice (o one of the
mast promising centre-backs in
Europe. He now has a shotat
changing the naceative and show-
ing his promise to a wider audi-

profilemove 1o
LlL_y from KB Leipzig for a
reported fee of €30 million ($98
‘million].

Guardiol's fee is the second
highest for a defender hehind
Harry Maguire’s move to Man-
chester United for $102 rillion in
2019. “1 want to thank Messi.
Eelore the World Cup, Cvardiol
waseally expensive. Leo really
helped us by knocking 20 milton
off Gvardiol's price tag,” Mao-
chester City manager Pep Guardi-
ola chuckled in an interaction
with Sky Sports,

Beyond his “beautiful sur-
namc”, there arc many things
that Guardiala likes about the
left-footed centre-back. “Tirst of
all, he's a central defender left,
that's not easy,” Guardiola told
ITV Sport. “His physical condi-
tionis really, eally geod and his
build-up with his Ieh foor is also
really, really good.

That Manchester City were
willing to beat stiff competition

for Gvardiol, even as the club is
being probed by the Premier
League for breaching Financial
Fair Play (FFP) rules, is indicative
ofthe high esteem the defenderis
held in,

Now 21, Gvardiol has all the
attributes to suceced in the Pre-
mier Leagie. A tovening pres-
ence at 6 feet L inch, he is quick
across the turf and comfortable
with the hall at his feet. He also
has sound organisational skills
and the ability to read a gamne
According to Manchester City's
Director of Football Txiki Begiris-
tain, heas “everything you want
ina cenmre-half”

‘While Gvardiol may take a bit
aftime to settle in at Manchester

around him at Marchester

As oppesed to his put-busting
runs at Stamford Bridge often
yielding na reward, he will have
the asauteness of Kevin de Bruyne
and the sharpness of Erling Haa-
land ta wark with at the Etihad.
Kovacic will have the task of fill-
ing the void lefthy My Gunde-
gan though, one that will take
some doing given the Cerman’s
impactin the middle of the park
atManchester City.

ECity are to be knocked off
their perch, Arsenal’s news sign-
ing Declan Rice (£105m) will have
tomake s similarimpact in mid-
field himself. The 24-year-old
England midficldzr, long linked
wiitha mave o Chelsen, will getat

City, his Croatian teammate
Maten Kovacic— he moved o the
trehlewinnerson a four-year deal
(£30 million) from Chelsea —
should bave no such hassles
“With his ability to carry the ball
from midfield being one of his
innate swengths, Kovacic will
only benefit from the quality

Arsenal what
ned - the chance to compete in
the Champions League and show
hebelongs to Europe’s elite.
1 see him like a lighthous
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta
said of Rice. "He iswilling to put
the light o others, improve olh-
ersand make the team better. He

has the physical qualities we
were missing for a while.”

That last bil could be key.
While Arsenal have always had
crafty players, what they have
perhaps locked since Patrick
Vieira’s departure is a strong
presence in the midficld. I'sno
coincidence that Vieira was at the
helm of the team when Arsenal
last won (he league in 2003/04
‘Rice could he that player, putting
‘his physicality to use and orches-
trating moves [rem the middle.

Not quite in the same mauld,
but. ugcnum s Alexis Mac Alli-
ster (£:35m) will be expected to be
juscas influential for Liverposl,

Among the other big clubs,
Manchester United have roped in
Mason Mount (£55m) and Andre
Onana (¥47 2m) while Chelsea
and Tottenham Hatspur have
made a raft of new signings
unproven at the tap level. These
clubs will hope that their new
acquisitions can add lustre ©©
what will ho pefully be a competi-
tive Premier League season.
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(Diractor Finance & CFO)
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