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HC asks EC:If citizens are being
removed, what is purposc of SIR?

Bombay HC is hearing petition against
deletion of 6 names of a Goa family

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, October 5

STATING THAT the Election
Commission has an obligation
to ensure all citizens are on the
electoral rolls, the High Court
of Bombay at Goa on Monday
asked what was the purpose of
“this entire SIR process” if
citizens are being removed
from the voters’ list.

“If citizens are excluded,
what will we do with SIR?” the
HC asked.

Hearing a petition where
names of six members of a
family had been deleted from
the electoral rolls after their
Form 8 applications for a
change of address were re-
jected, the HC said the voter is
facing “a Catch-22 situation” in

this matter.

Adivision bench of Justices
Amit S Jamsandekar and Val-
miki Menezes said, “If a gentle-
man comes and says 'I have
shifted, I am giving you [ECI]
Form 8 [for change of address]'.
You cannot tell him 'T will not
hear you'...You can’t do that...
because theroll thatisbeingre-
ferred toin Rule 21 [Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960] is the
existing roll, not the draft roll.”

Itsaid, “Everything mustbe
seen qua the existing roll,
otherwise the voter has abso-
lutely no way out of this... look
at this complete Catch-22 situ-
ation before him. If he gives
Form 6, it is a false declaration.
HegivesForm 8...yousay ‘Ican-
notacceptitand you must give
the enumeration’. He says ‘I

don’t want to give the enumer-
ation’. But [Rule] 21 says you
have to hear him before remov-
ing his name... not from the
draft, from the original roll.”

The bench said the ECI has
an obligation to ensure all the
citizens are on the list. “If
citizens are excluded, what will
we do with SIR? If citizens are
being removed from the list,
then what is the purpose of this
entire SIR process?,” it asked.

The petitioners — Paresh
Salgaoncar and five members
of his family —had movedtoa
new house in the same Santa
Cruz Assembly constituency
eight years ago and were in-
structed by the booth-level of-
ficer (BLO) to submit Form 8 for
change of address.

The petitioners submitted
that the Assistant Electoral
Registration Officer informed
them that their EPICs (Electors
PhotoIdentity Cards) had been
deleted from the rolls and con-

sequently, their Form 8 appli-
cations could not be pro-
cessed. The only recourse
available was to submit Form
6 (which is for new voters)
since there was no option in
ERONET for reviewing or re-
storing the deleted EPICs.

‘Novoter should sign a

falsedeclaration’
“..intheenumeration form,
the declarations are such that I
have to declare in a pre-filled
form foraward, whereIusedto
reside...I have to make a declar-
ation that please include mein
that same place, and I state that
I am not there in any other
place. How will a person make
such a declaration when he
knows he is in another place?
The moment he makes such a
declaration, he is open to pros-
ecution,” the court said.
“Weare asking this. Why will
he sign this? This is a false state-
ment...Why should he give a

Right to vote, heart
of our democracy, is
at great peril, says
Rohinton Nariman

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 5

FORMER SUPREME Court judge Justice Rohinton
Fali Nariman has said that the removal of 90 lakh
voters from West Bengal’s electoral rolls in the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and the way the
Election Commission functions put theright tovote
at “great peril.”

“So the firstissue I
wish to flag today is
thatthe common man
today under our Con-
stitution, and if I may
say so, the heart of our
Constitution, the heart
of our democracy,
which is the right to
vote, is at great peril.
And I hope that the
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Apex Court, aninstitu-

tiontowhichIoncebe- Justice Rohinton Fali
longed, steps in im- Nariman
mediately and rectifies

these things. You cannot have an Election Commis-
sion which functions or malfunctions like this. It’s
something amazing,” he said.

Justice Nariman was speaking on the subject
‘The Constitution and the Common Man’ atan event
at Rajkumar College in Gujarat’s Rajkot on Sunday.

“All of you have seen thatin the West Bengal elec-
tion, 90 lakh voters—it's an astounding figure—were
disenfranchised,” he said. Justice Nariman criticised
the Supreme Court for not staying the SIR process.
“Now 90 lakh voters getting disenfranchised didn’t
somehow move the Supreme Court enough to stay
this, so that these 90 lakh voters were out when the
Bengal election took place,” hesaid. On appealsfiled
by thoseleft out of the voter list, he said: “Out of those
who were disenfranchised, some 22 lakh voters ac-
tually filed appeals; the others have all seemed to
have accepted — they must be poor people, they
must be people who don’t have the wherewithal or
theaccesstojustice thatthe othershad. And of these
221akhvoters, some onelakh voter appeals were de-
cided, 93% in favour of the voter.”

“Socanyouimagine, thiswasacompletelyillegal
knocking out the common man, the citizens of India,
in order that a government obtains what it wants,
and the result as you saw in West Bengal was some-
thing that upset the government of the day and
brought in the government of the centre. These are
very disturbing,” he said.

In his speech, Justice Nariman also referred to
TheIndian Express investigation into the “rupture”
inside the Election Commission. “We discover now,
thanks to The Indian Express, that the two
gentlemen on either side of the Chief Election Com-
missioner voiced objections to whatever was going
on fourteen times, and somehow or the other they
didn’t presstheir right...tosay thatlook, between the
three of us, it’s the majority vote that counts. So the
two of us prevail over you, Chief Election Commis-
sioner. They didn’t do that. They were also appoin-
tees of the present government,” he said. “Today’s
newspaper tells us that there is some patch-up be-
tween these three gentlemen, to the nation’s great
detriment, where they have come out with some
common statement saying, ‘yes, some of the objec-
tions you people took seem to be correct, we revert
to the old Form 6’, and so on and so forth,” he said.

An investigation by The Indian Express reveals
that questions were raised on SIR-related issues
within the three-member Election Commission (EC)
on record at least 14 times over the last 10 months.
The objections were raised by Election Commis-
sioners, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. The
issues raised by the two Commissioners included
changestoelectoral forms and the handlingof docu-
ments and data related to the revision of electoral
rolls. Gyanesh Kumar isthe Chief Election Commis-
sioner. Justice Nariman said the Constitution's de-
sign of the Election Commission is part of the prob-
lem. “This Chief Election Commissioner had a fixed
tenure of five years, could not be removed unless by
impeachment in the same manner as a Supreme
Court judge, which meant that you required a two-
thirds majority inboth Houses (of Parliament) pres-
ent and voting in order to get rid of him. So it be-
comesdifficult togetrid of, but the difficulty isifthe
appointment is in the hands of the government of
the day, then this removal procedure doesn't add
very much to independence or impartiality. This is
the first conundrum that we face.”

He said the two other commissioners “are also
appointed by the government of the day, and they
canonly be removed with his concurrence, with the
Chief Election Commissioner's concurrence.”

false declaration? No voter
should sign this,” the bench said.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) told the court that
the guidelines clearly state that
if someone has not submitted
the enumeration form, their
name is liable to be deleted
from the roll.

“In case an elector is unable
to submit their filled-in enu-
meration form within the spec-
ified time, they may fill Form 6
alongwith declaration forinclu-
sion during the claims and ob-
jection period...Ordinarily,
Form 8 is by a person whose
name is there in the draft roll,
butsaysIamnolonger residing
here and I have shifted. He sub-
mits his Form 8 becauseit refers
to an existing residence on the
roll,” the counsel for ECI said.

So, if you are not there on the
draft roll only, what entry am I
transferring under Form 8? I

can't transfer a non-existent _

entry, the counsel for ECIadded. |

Rahul says abuse of position by CEC |
proven, BJP calls claims ‘full of lies’

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 5

lished beyond doubt that Gyanesh
Kumar changed Form 6illegally and
unilaterally”. “This is just one more
proof of him abusing his position to
help the BJP,” he said.

BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra
termed Rahul’s post on X “full oflies”,
anattemptto “spread anarchyinthe
country by propagating lies”. “The
CJIdid notsay that the Form 6 wasil-
legal. Rahul Gandhi is lying that the
Supreme Court said so... There is
punishment for lying,” he said.

Patraalleged that Rahulistrying
to “mislead” the country

AS CHIEF Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant on Monday said that the Su-
preme Courtdidn’tapprove “any” of
the modifications to Form 6, the Op-
position hit out at Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumat, say-
ing that the court’s observation was
“proof that he was abusing his posi-
tion to help the BJP”.

In response, the ruling party
stated that the top court’s notice to
the poll panel and the Centre was

cal) rallies gain some strength,” he
said. The fact that “this entire
matter” was taken to the Supreme
Court and the apex court issued no-
tices is also “democracy in action”,
Patra said.

The ECI called his remarks “mis-
leading”. “The order for SIR in Bihar
issued on 24 June 2025 was issued
with the unanimous approval of the
Commission. This order has been
upheld by the Hon’ble Supreme
CourtofIndiainitsjudgment dated
27 May 2026,” said the ECI.

| ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION BILLS

SCgaveits nod, but cancelled meet
with House panel later: Chairman

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 5

THE CHAIRMAN of the Joint
Committee of Parliament on
One Nation, One Election Bills,
P P Chaudhary, on Monday
said the Supreme Court on
September 22 wrote to the
committee confirming a meet-
ing with its members at 4.30
pm on October 6, before decid-
ingtocancel it on October 1fol-
lowing objections raised to the
proposed meeting.

The committee was sched-
uled to visit the court for a “local
study visit”, including an “infor-
mal discussion” with Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and
other judges of the Supreme
Court “on the issue of simulta-
neous elections”, as per the pro-
gramme circulated to the panel
members.

Controversy over the pro-
posed meeting erupted last
week when Rajya Sabha MP

Kapil Sibal addressed a press
conference on October1, calling
the meeting “unconstitutional”
asthe Billsbeing deliberated by
the committee could someday
come before the court for ad-
judication.

The Supreme Court wrote to
the committee on October 1
afternoon, cancelling the meet-
ing, saying the matter was dis-
cussed amongseniorjudgesand
itwasfelt thatit would notbede-
sirable to have the discussion as
the Bills may become a subject of
judicial review.

Speaking to reporters after a
meeting of the Parliamentary
committee on Monday, Chaud-
hary said the meeting was fixed
by the Supreme Court after it
was suggested by DMK MP and
lawyer P Wilson. He said after
the Supreme Court wrote to the
committee on September 22, fix-
ing the time of the meeting, all
members were informed. Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal

submitted “material” to the
court; the lists of members and
officers who would take part in
the meeting were also shared.

“After eight or nine days,
when some issues were raised
publicly, the Supreme Court
felt... it would not be proper to
have the meeting, so we also in-
formed the members. If it is not
appropriate, then we should not
pursue the matter,” Chaudhary
said. Headded that committees
of Parliament had interacted
with the Supreme Court in the
past.

Earlier in the day, the matter
is learnt to have come up in the
meeting of the committee. Wil-
son is learnt to have read out a
letter explaining the matter. The
DMK MP is learnt to have said
that he had suggested the meet-
ingwith the courtin the interest
ofbroad-based consultation. He
is learnt to have noted that the
meeting could not take place
due to political objections.
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“democracyinaction”.

The Election Commission had in-
cluded a new section in Form 6 that
seeksthe status of the applicant’s par-
entsvis-a-visthelast Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, even
though the statutory form itself has
not been amended.

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi said it “is now estab-

onwhat transpired during
the Supreme Court hear-
ing and on the statement
issued by the Election
Commission on Septem-
ber 26. “On both the is-
sues, Rahul Gandhi is try-
ing to create anarchy in
the country by misleading
people so that his (politi-
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GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALA
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SANDESH

AHMEDABAD

TUESDAY, 601002026

No.EDN.124/2026/29 Dated Shillong, the 30" September, 2026
PUBLIC NOTICE
Conduct of examinations and academic progression of
existing enrolled students of CMJ University, Meghalaya
With reference to the UGC letter D.O.No.8-21/2010(CPP-IPU)/78587,
dated 02-09-2026, the office of the Administrator, under the Government
of Meghalaya, is directed to inform all students of CMJ University as
follows:-"All students presently studying Diploma, Undergraduate and
t the U in

examinations conducted under the supervision of an external agency/
third party, under the overall responsibility of the State Education
Department."

Therefore, students are required o complete the form to submit their
personal details for the examination using the QR code provided. Failure
tosubmit ill hinder
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Link - https:/forms.gle/3aMvMVWX2DxnNSzv5

. The form
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Administrator of CMJ University, Meghalaya

& Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Meghalaya
Education Department

MIPR No. : 1769
Dated : 30-09-2026
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’mn Block No.1, First FIW, Karmayogi Bhavan, Sector 10/A,

wnvel 4] 382010, Gujarat, India

Gujarat Metro Rail Corporation (GMRC) Limited, jointly and equally owned by
chemmenl of India and Government of Gujarat, is enlrus\ed wwm me responsibility

)

GUJARAT METRO RAIL
CORPORATION (GMRC) LIMITED
(SPV of Govt. of India and Gowt. of Gujarat)

GMRCLinvies applca the postof

Sr. Deputy General Manager (Traction), Deputy General Manager (Signalling),

Manager 1S|gna|lmgi. Asst. Manager (Signalling, Rolling Sto:k Land
& R&R), § (Lan

, Sr. q &R),
Sr. Section Engineer (Rolling Stock, Signalling), Section Engineer lRoIIlng
Stock) on contractideputation basis. For detailed recruitment nofification,
please visit career page of our website www.gujaratmetrorail.com. Last date to
applyis 21" October, 2026.
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