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SC marks plot close to
Bhoj shala for namaz

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday directed the Mad-
hya Pradesh government to allow
‘members of the Muslim commu-
nity to offer Friday namaz at a
separate site “adjacent to or near”
the disputed Bhojshala Temple-
Kamal Maula Mosque complex
in Dhar, identifyinga specific plot
as an interim arrangement after
being informed that the location
earlier earmarked by the admin-
istration was over a kilometre
away from the monument.

Abench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and justi-
ces Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana accepted the Muslim
side’s grievance that the state’s
compliance with its July 14
interim order was not in its true
spirit and permitted Friday
prayers to be held at land bearing
Khasra No. 596, located closer to
the disputed complex.

The court also kept the door
open for the parties to mutually
identify a more suitable location
in future.

“We have left open the possi-
bility of an alternate site to be
given in case both parties agree
toit,” the bench observed.

The order came after senior

The SCkept the door open Ior
the parties to identify a more
suitable location in future.

advocate Huzefa Ahmadi,
appearing for the Muslim peti-
tioners, submitted that the
administration had earmarked a

Pradesh government, additional
solicitor general KM Nataraj sub-
mitted that the State was only
concerned with maintaining law
and order and did not wish to get
into competing religious claims.

“To protect religious rights
and maintain law and order isa
constitutional duty of the State,”
the bench told the ASG.

‘The bench then suggested that
the authorities permit prayers on
land bearing Khasra No. 596,
observing that if any difficulty
arose, the parties could approach
the court again.

The di

site around L3 from
the Bhojshala complex despite
the Supreme Court’s direction
that an open space be provided

adjacem toor near”

oncerns the lith-

century Bhojshala Temple-Kamal

Maula Mosque complex in Dhar,

claimed by Hindus as an ancient
icated to Godd

premises for Friday prayers
between 1 pmand 3 pm.
Ahmadi told the bench that
the authorities had rejected sev-
eral closer sites, including waqf
Tand, citi fons of law

aswati and by Muslims as the
Kamal Maula mosque.

On July 14, while declining to
stay the Madhya Pradesh high
court’s May! 15 Judgment declar-

X

ing the r of the

and order arising from common  monument to be that: of a temple
ingress and e the Supreme ( Court sought tobal-
ey sa land to direct-
Bhojshala cannot be used by us  ing the State and the Archaeolog-

because ingress and outgress is
same and would lead to law and
order situation...Can this court
yield to mere threats of law and
order situation?” he argued.
Appearing for the Madhya

ical Survey of India (ASI) to pro-
vide Muslims an open space
“adjacent to or near” the disputed
complex for offering Friday
namaz as an interim arrange-
ment.

7PATIENTS SUFFER
INFECTIONS AFTER
CATARACT SURGERY
AT RAJ GOVT HOSP

HT G

Allahabad HC biggest
contributor to backlog
of decades-old cases

Utkarsh Anand

The data underscores the dis-

JAIPUR: Seven people who
recently underwent cataract sur-
geries at the Government Eye
Hospital in Kuchaman City were
shifted to hospitals in Jaipur and
Ajmer after they developed eye
infections after the surgeries,
officials said on Thursday, add-
ing that they have sealed the
operation theatre and ordered a
probe into the matter.

Doctors said the patients’ con-
dition deteriorated rapidly after
the surgeries performed on
Wednesday. Within nearly 24
hours, their eyes turned white
due toa severe infection.

Five critically ill patients were
shifted overnight to Sawai Man
Singh (SMS) Hospital in Jaipur,
while two others were referred
to JLN Hospital in Ajmer on
‘Thursday morning, said Kucha-
man sub-divisional officer Sur-
endra Chaudhary.

SMS Medical College Princi-
pal Dr. Deepak Maheshwari said
all seven patients had undergone
cataract surgeries on Tuesday at
the Kuchaman hospital.

“Considering the seriousness
of the situation, we constituted a
medical board of senior doctors
on Wednesday night itself and
immediately began treatment,”
he said.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The country’s judi-
cial backlog continues to be
weighed down by decades-old liti-
gation, with the Allahabad High
Court emerging as the single big-
gest contributor to long-pending
cases in the higher judiciary,
according to data placed before
Parliament by the Centre.

In a written reply to the Rajya
Sabha last week, minister of state
(Independent Charge) for law and
justice Arjun Ram Meghwal said
thatwhile the Supreme Court had
26 cases pending for more than 30
years, the 25 high courts together
had 80,660 such cases. Strikingly,
the Allahabad High Court alone
accounted for 53,787 of them —
nearly two out of every three cases
pending for over three decades in
the country’s high courts.

The figures, based on the
National Judicial Data Grid
(NJDG) as on July 16, 2026, also
show that the Allahabad High
Court has the highest overall
pendency amongall high courts at
122 million cases. Of these, 161,000
‘have been pending for more than
20 years, 488,000 for over 10
years, and 730,000 for more than

e years. More than 1.07 million
cases, which is about 88% of its
total docket, are over a year old.

urden borne by
the Allahabad ngh Court. While
itaccounts for ot one-fifth of
the total pendency across all 25
high courts (1.22 million out of

{ TASMAC CASE } AFTER HIGH COURT REJECTS ANTICIPATORY BAIL PLEA

Senthil Balaji seeks SC relief from arrest

Ayesha Arvind

Deepak Prakash

SC QUESTIONS
BIHAR GOVT OVER
CONTINUATION OF
UNELECTED MIN

BENGALURU: Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) MLA and
former Tamil Nadu minister V
Senthil Balaji moved the
Supreme Court on Thursday
seeking protection from arrestin
a corruption case concerning
alleged irregularities in function-
ing of the Tamil Nadu State Mar-

Abraham Thomas ‘\“‘“8 CO"Pﬂfa“On (TASMAQ).

; ial Leave Peti-
etters@hindustantimes com o _]ust Hours after his anticipa-
NEW DELHI: TI ourt | tory bail wa

on Thursday questioned the
Bihar government on Deepak
Prakash continuing to be a min-
ister without being a member of
any of the two houses in the
state’s bicameral legis giv-

Tej
by the Madras high court, which
held that allegations against him
involveda “loss of over 217 crore to

the public exchequer” and

V Senthil Balaji

“required custodial interrogation.”

Senior advocates Kapil Sibal
and Mukul Rohatgi mentioned
Balaji's SLP before a bench led
by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant seeking an urgent hearing.
The bench agreed to hear the
plea on Friday.

According to reports, Balaji

did not appear before the police
on Thursday in an alleged MLA
poaching case, His family said he
had gone to get a medical exami-
nation done since he was not
felling well.

Earlier in the day, a bench of
justice GK Tlanthiraiyan refused to
‘grantanticipatory bail to Balajiin
the case registered against him by
the Directorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption (DVAC), after the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
government argued that the
alleged 17-crore loss was only
“the tip of the iceberg” and that the
actual loss to the exchequer could
exceed %100 crore.

State public prosecutor R John
Sathyan had told the court that

custodial interrogation was essen-
tial to unearth full extent of the
alleged irregularities.

DVAC had, earlier this week,
‘widened its probe into alleged cor-
ruption in TASMAC, carrying out
searches across the state and regis-
tering a fresh FIR against Balaji
and six others. The FIR, lodged on
July 28, names former TASMAC
managing director S Visakan,
former senior regional managers
T Rama Durai Murugan and R
Panneer Selvam, former ministe-
rial aide Bhaskar, and private per-
sons Rathesh Raj Shanmugavel
and S Karthik, besides Senthil Bal-
aji. It also refers to unidentified
public servants, contractors, bot-
tling companies and distilleries.

ingittill August4 torespond.

“How is the state retaining a
Minister if he is not elected?”
asked Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant after the court was
told that the state is yet to file a
response to a petition challeng-
ing Prakash’s reappointment on
May 7 this year.

The court was hearing a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL) filed
by Bihar resident Rakesh Kumar
Singh challenging Prakash’s
reappointment and continuance
under Article 164(4) of the Con-
stitution, which permits a non-
legislator to serve as a minister
for a maximum period of six
months.

Advocate Sudeep Chandra,
appearing for Singh, sought an
urgent listing of the matter stat-
ing that the minister is still con-
tinuing in office. The court
accepted the request and posted
the matter for August 4.

PUNJAB CM GETS
SCNOTICE IN 2020
VIOLENT STIR CASE

Abraham Thomas

647 million it

around 67% of all cases pending
for over 30 years, more than one-
third of cases older than 20 years,
and about 30% of all cases pend-
ing for over a decade.

The next highest number of
cases pending for over 30 years
was reported by the Calcutta High
Court at 11,417, followed by the
Bombay High Court (3901), Patna
High Court (3,513), Madras High
Court (3,118) and Rajasthan High
Court (2,111). However, each of
these courts trails Allahabad by a
wide margin.

Overall, the high courts had
6.47 million pending cases as on
July16. Of these, 452,000 had been
pending for more than 20 years,
161 million for over 10 years, 2.97
‘million for over five years and 5.24
million for more than a year.

Responding toa question in the
Rajya Sabha, Meghwal reiterated
that pendency arises from multi-
ple factors, including the com-
plexity of cases, nature of evi-
dence and cooperation of stake-
holders such as lawyers,

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday sought the response
of Punjab chief minister Bhag-
want Mann on an appeal filed by
the Chandigarh administration
for reviving criminal proceedin;
against him in a 2020 violent pro-
test case.

Issuing notice (o Mann and
others

in the case, a bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant said, “We will issue notice.
This requires examining.”

The Chandigarh administra-
tion had challenged the Novem-
ber 29, 2025 order of the Punjab
and Haryana high court exonerat-
ing Mann and other in the case,

The high court quashed the
criminal case registered against
Mann and others in January 2020
for protesting out-
side the then
CM’'s house
during which
some police
personnel were

investigating agencies, witnesses
and litigants,

allegedly

Gorakhpur cop arrested
for rape, murder of girl

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

GORAKHPUR: An Uttar Pradesh
police constable was arrested on
Thursday for allegedly raping and
killinga 10-year-old girl in Gorakh-
pur, police officers said.

The constable was posted at
Uttar Pradesh Police’s integrated
emergency response system.

According to police, the victim
was abducted by the constable
when she had gone to Gorakhpur
District Hospital on July 28 to
deliver food to her elder sister, who
wasadmitted for treatment. After
she went missing, her family
informed the police the following
morning.

‘The girl's body was recovered
near the Chiutihan Bridge over the
Rapti River on Thursday, police
said.

The accused, identified as
Abhishek Yadav, was arrested on
Thursday morning after CCTV
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Hastkala Sankul (Trade Facilitation Centre & Crafts
Museum), Varanasi, an initiative of Ministry of Textile has been
developed over 7.93 acres of modern built-up infrastructure and
designed to serve as a one-stop trade facilitation hub for
promoting and connecting weavers, artisans, manufacturers,
exporters, retailers and global buyers,
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him tak-
ing the child away ona motorcycle. N
“He was in uniform when he took RAILWAY
the child away,” an officer said. FINANCE
Officers said that Yadav con- CCORPORATION
fessed during ion that he

had raped the girl and strangled
her to death, fearing she would
report the crime.

Senior superintendent of police
Kaustubh said, “Departmental
proceedings for his dismissal from
service have been initiated,” add-
ing thataction under the National
Security Act (NSA) would also be
initiated against the accused.

The SSP said the accused had

been suspended in January 2025 |
over allegations of molesting a £

‘woman. He was reinstated in Sep-
tember 2025,

(Bl replaces 10 of
RG Kar Hospital rape
and murder case
KOLKATA: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has changed the
investigating officer in the
rape and murder of a
junior doctor at RG Kar
Hospital in Kolkata in
2024, the probe agency
informed a West Bengal
court on Thursday.

CBI counsel
Parthasarathi Dutta
informed the Sealdah court
that previous 10 Seema
Pahuja has been replaced
by Sandeepani Gargand a
newly constituted SIT,
formed in accordance with
the high court’s order, has
commenced the probe.

C'garh HC stays trial
against Baghel in
2017 sleaze CD case
RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh
High Court on Thursday
stayed further proceedings
before a special CBI court
in Raipur against former
chief minister and
Congress leader Bhupesh
Baghel in the 2017 sleaze
CD case. Justice
Radhakishan Agrawal
passed the interim order
while hearing Baghel’s
petition challenging the
January 24, 2026 order of
the Special Judge (CBI),
Raipur, which had set
aside his discharge by a
magistrate courtand
directed the trial court to
frame charges against him.
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CITY

Govt to roll out property Aadhaar cards, land records bill: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced on Thursday that
the Delhi Government is
preparing the Land Records Bill,
2026 and planning to introduce
property Aadhaar cards for
each property in the city.
Once the law comes into
force, every property in Delhi
will undergo a scientific
survey and a comprehensive
digital record will be created.
Each property will then be
assigned a unique ‘Property
Aadhaar Card’. A special
session of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly will be
convened for the Bill.

The Chief Minister said
the initiative draws on the
model of the Aadhaar card,
which gives every citizen a
trusted form of identity.
She said every property in
Delhi will similarly get a
secure and authentic digital
identity, making land
records more transparent
and technologically sound.

The move builds on a pilot
project already completed
under the Central
Government’s SVAMITVA
scheme. In its first phase, the
Delhi Government prepared
smart property cards for 30
rural villages using drone
surveys and technical support
from the Survey of India.

Officials said the pilot suc-
ceeded in creating authenticat-
ed property records for rural
areas and cutting down the
scope for future land disputes.

Lal Dora areas — village
habitation zones marked in
red ink in revenue records,
used for both agricultural
and non-agricultural purpos-
es with certain construction
restrictions - have long lacked
systematic, authenticated
property records.

The new Bill will extend
this exercise well beyond vil-
lages. It will cover every res-
idential, commercial and
other category of property
across urban Delhi as well. A
separate digital record will be

created for each floor of every
building, so that no property
is left outside the survey.
The Chief Minister said
the absence of a systemat-
ic land records system has
for decades created prob-
lems for residents trying to
prove ownership, complete

property transactions, settle
inheritance matters, secure
loans, get building plans
approved, or resolve
pending court disputes. She
said the new digital records
will remove this ambiguity,
improve transparency and
reduce disputes linked to

land ownership. The Chief
Minister described the project
as more than a record-keeping
exercise, calling it a foundation
for Delhi’s future digital gover-
nance system. She said the
records, built using drone
surveys and digital mapping,
will help the Government offer
more reliable and efficient ser-
vices to citizens going forward.

The Chief Minister
explained that the SVAMITVA
property card system relies
on advanced digital technol-
ogy developed with technical
support from the Survey of
India, combined with drone-
based surveys. The same
technology will now be used
across Delhi to prepare the

Property Aadhaar Card for
every property in the Capital,
marking what she called a
new era in land records man-
agement. She added that the
Delhi Land Records Bill, 2026
is currently going through the
approval process after
detailed review by a Group of
Ministers. Once enacted, the
legislation will assign a
Unique Property ID to every
property in Delhi through its
Property Aadhaar Card.

The Government has not
yet announced a timeline
for when the citywide survey
will begin or when the special
Assembly session will be held.
Officials are expected to
release further details once

the Bill clears the remaining
stages of approval.

The initiative marks one of
the most ambitious urban
land record reforms attempt-
ed in the Capital, aiming to
bring millions of properties,
from single-floor homes to
multi-storey commercial com-
plexes, under one unified
digital system for the first
time. So far, 12,232 properties
have been surveyed, of which
8,423 (nearly 69%) are dispute-
free, with all surveyed proper-
ties in South and North West
districts fully resolved. Records
will eventually be integrated in
real time with the Delhi Online
Registration Information
System (DORIS).
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1,025 defaulters to face DJB sealing action

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Jal Board (D]B) has
issued notices to over a thou-
sand commercial property
owners who owe massive
amounts in unpaid water
bills, warning them of prop-
erty sealing if dues are not
cleared by August 15, 2026.
Delhi Water Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh
announced on Thursday that
the board has identified 1,025
commercial properties with
outstanding water bills of
%25 lakh or more, built up
over several years. He said
the Government has given
these defaulters a final
window to settle their
accounts before facing legal
action. The minister said the
DJB is legally empowered to
attach and seal properties
belonging to persistent
defaulters. He made clear
that action would follow
automatically once the dead-
line lapses. “So far, we have
identified 1,025 commercial
properties with outstanding
water bills of 25 lakh or
more accumulated over the
years. If they fail to pay within

the given deadline, appropri-
ate action will be taken in
accordance with the rules,”
Singh said.

The crackdown is linked to
the Late Payment Surcharge

Waiver Scheme, first
launched last year for house-
hold consumers and later
extended to commercial
users. The scheme allows
defaulters to pay off their
principal dues while getting
significant relief on accu-
mulated penalty charges.
Singh said commercial con-
sumers are also eligible to
benefit from this waiver
scheme. He expressed hope
that the initiative would

boost recovery of pending
payments and improve the
DJB’s financial health.
According to figures shared
by the minister, the Delhi
Government is aiming to
recover close to %5,000 crore
in unpaid principal water
dues. Alongside this recovery
drive, the government is
offering relief by waiving off
nearly 11,000 crore worth of
accumulated late payment
surcharge across consumers.
Singh clarified that strict
enforcement measures
against defaulters will kick in
only after the waiver scheme
window closes. He reiterated
that the scheme remains

valid until August 15, 2026,
after which non-compliant
consumers will face conse-
quences under existing legal
provisions. “The LPSC Waiver
Scheme is currently valid till
August 15, 2026. Those who
do not clear their dues within
this period will face action
under the applicable provi-
sions of the law,” he said.
The scheme’s benefits have
been structured in phases.
Consumers who cleared their
outstanding principal dues by
January 31, 2026, received a
full, 100 per cent waiver on
their late payment surcharge.
Those making payments after
that date are currently enti-
tled to a 70 per cent waiver
on the surcharge amount.
The Delhi Government
appears to be using a mix of
incentives and deterrents to
push through the recovery
drive, offering substantial
relief to those who pay up
while signalling firm action
against those who continue
to default. With the deadline
just over two weeks away,
the coming days are expect-
ed to see a rush among com-
mercial property owners
looking to avoid penal action.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

New CCTV footage shows
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP)
protesters getting within 100
metres of Parliament during
their ‘Chalo Sansad’ march on
July 20. The videos, recorded
by several cameras in the
high-security area, show the
crowd clashing with police,
breaking through barriers,
and getting dangerously close
to Parliament. These images
point to major security lapses
in the heart of the Capital.
Scuffles broke out as police
tried to hold back the crowd.
Officers struggled to push the
protesters away, and the tem-
porary barricades looked
unfinished or too weak to stop
them. These scenes have
raised serious questions
about how ready the Delhi
Police were, how strong the
barricades were, and whether
the prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
were enforced that day.
Section 163 lets authorities
ban gatherings in sensitive

~f i

areas to prevent incidents
like this. But the footage sug-
gests the order was not
enforced properly.

The area also looked short-
staffed. Permanent concrete
barriers and mobile steel
barricades, which usually
form several layers of
defence around Parliament,
did not seem strong enough.
If there were any intelligence
warnings about the size of
the march, they did not lead
to enough police being
deployed in time. Police
sources say the situation
was eventually brought
under control and that no
protester entered the
Parliament premises.

More police units were
sent in, and the crowd was

pushed back after the first
breach. Still, the new videos
show that in the early
moments, there was confu-
sion, physical clashes, and a
lack of coordinated response.
Security experts say that pro-
testers getting within 100
metres of Parliament is a
serious failure, especially for
such a heavily guarded place.
This incident has renewed
worries about how well
India’s democratic institu-
tions are protected.

Any prolonged presence of
an agitated crowd so close to
the Parliament carries risks that
go beyond traffic disruption or
routine law-and-order man-
agement. Questions are now
being asked about why stan-
dard operating procedures for
high-threat zones appeared to
fail, whether the police had
accurate real-time intelligence
on the size and intent of the
gathering, and whetherinter-
agency coordination between
the Delhi Police, Parliament
security and central forces
was effective.

Political reactions followed
soon after. Critics of the gov-

CCTV footage shows CJP protesters
reached 100 metres of Parliament

ernment are using the footage
to demand a clear investiga-
tion into possible failures.
Government supporters argue
that since the protest was
eventually contained, the
system worked and that single
video clips should not cause
alarm. The ‘Chalo Sansad’
march was announced in
advance by CJP, giving officials
time to prepare, but the plan-
ning appears to have been
poorly handled.

This incident has once
again shown how difficult it
is to balance the right to
protest with the need to
protect the country’s main
institutions from disruption
or violence. As the videos
continue to spread, there is
growing pressure on the
Delhi Police and the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) to
explain what happened.
Allowing protesters to get
within 100 metres of
Parliamentis a serious issue
and cannot be brushed aside
as a minor mistake. In a city
that houses the country’s
top institutions, people are
demanding real answers.
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Jantar Mantar under tight security a week after CJP protest ends, c1vic agencies restore site

KHUSHI MEHROTRA
M New Delhi

A week after the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) called off its
mass agitation over the NEET
paper leak, Delhi’s iconic
protest venue at Jantar
Mantar has largely returned
to normal. Traffic is flowing
freely, shops have resumed
business and civic authorities
have cleared the debris left
behind by weeks of demon-
strations. Yet, heavy security
deployment at the site sug-
gests authorities are not
taking any chances.

A visit by The Pioneer to
Jantar Mantar on Thursday
found the main protest area
still barricaded, with a strong

presence of Delhi Police per-
sonnel and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) teams. Visitors
entering the designated
protest area were subjected
to frisking, bag checks and
security screening before
being allowed inside.

The visible security pres-
ence comes despite the CJP
ending its 36-day protest on
July 25 after the Centre accept-
ed several of its demands,
including the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. The
Government had also assured
the withdrawal of FIRs regis-
tered against protesters and
announced compensation for
families of NEET aspirants
who died by suicide following

the examination controversy.
However, the administration
appears to be preparing for
the possibility of fresh
demonstrations. C|P leaders,
including Abhijeet Dipke,
Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka, have publicly urged
governments to honour
their commitments,
warning that they would be
“forced to return to the
streets” if the promises were
not fulfilled. While several
state governments have ini-
tiated the process of with-
drawing cases against pro-
testers, the exercise remains
incomplete in some states.

Security agencies are also
maintaining heightened vig-
ilance as the Monsoon Session

of Parliament continues, since
Jantar Mantar remains a key
venue for demonstrations in
the national Capital.
“Security is tight because of

the recent protests.
Barricading will remain at
Jantar Mantar,” a Delhi Police
personnel deployed at the site
told The Pioneer.

Even as security remains on
high alert, civic restoration
work is still underway. The
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) and other agencies
have removed garbage accu-
mulated during the pro-
longed sit-in and repainted
walls and police barricades
that had been covered with

slogans and graffiti related to
the NEET paper leak and
alleged examination irregu-
larities. Contractors were also
seen carrying out painting
and welding work at multiple
locations inside the protest
zone on Thursday.

Despite speculation on
social media that Jantar
Mantar had been permanent-
ly closed for protests follow-
ing the CJP agitation, Delhi
Police has dismissed such
claims as misleading, clarify-
ing that peaceful demonstra-
tions continue to be permit-
ted after following due pro-
cedures. The claim is also
reflected on the ground. On
July 29, members of Left-affil-
iated student organisations

staged a protest at Jantar
Mantar against alleged police
excesses during the CJP
demonstrations. Oon
Thursday, a small political
outfit was also holding a
demonstration at the venue,
indicating that protest activ-
ity has resumed, albeit on a
much smaller scale.
Authorities had also antic-
ipated fresh gatherings after
aretired police officers’ asso-
ciation announced a protest
on July 30 over alleged attacks
on police personnel during
the CJP agitation, though the
event did not materialise.
Another transport union has
announced a “Sansad March”
on July 31 over the E20 petrol
issue, adding to the adminis-

tration’s cautious approach.
Outside the barricaded
protest zone, however, nor-
malcy has largely returned.
Shops and eateries around
Jantar Mantar were function-
ing as usual, with a steady
flow of customers replacing
the thousands of protesters,
volunteers and security per-
sonnel who had occupied
the area until last week.
While the protest has
ended, the continued barri-
cading, intensive security
checks and ongoing restora-
tion work underline the
administration’s determina-
tion to remain prepared for
any fresh mobilisation in the
politically sensitive
Parliament Street area.

DoE finds major violations
at Vikaspuri school

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Thursday issued a show-
cause notice to the man-
agement of a private
school in Vikaspuri after an
inspection by the
Directorate of Education
(DoE) allegedly found mul-
tiple safety, administrative
and financial violations,
including the operation of
43 classrooms without fire
safety clearance.

The Government has
asked the school to submit
its reply within seven days,
failing which it may initiate
proceedings to take over
the management of the
institution under Section
20 of the Delhi School
Education Act, 1973,
according to a statement.

It said the inspection
found that the school was
operating 82 classrooms
despite having a fire No-
Obijection Certificate (NOC)
for only 39 rooms. It
alleged that 43 classrooms
were functioning without
fire safety clearance.

The inspection also
allegedly found unautho-
rised tin-shed structures
comprising 30 rooms, an
illegal basement and an
unauthorised third floor
on the campus.

According to the state-

ment, some classrooms
had only one exit door,
while the passage meant
for fire engines and
emergency vehicles was
blocked.

The DoE further alleged
that the school was oper-
ating an unauthorised
borewell, running senior
secondary classes despite
the expiry of its provision-
al recognition on March 31,
2023,
without the department’s
approval, delaying salaries
of teachers, and paying
them below Government-
prescribed scales.

Education Minister
Ashish Sood said the
Government would not
compromise on the safety
of students and would
take strict action wherev-
er violations were found.

“The Government has
zero tolerance for any
compromise on the safety
of children. If an institution
violates safety norms and
other legal provisions,
appropriate action will be
taken to protect the inter-
ests of students,” he said.

The Directorate of
Education has also pro-
posed recommending to
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) the cancel-
lation of the lease of the
land allotted to the school,
the statement said
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