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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Infosys Science Foundation Announces Results of the ISF Nutrition Challenge 
Winners recognized for an effective solution for distribution of an edible water-soluble nutrient 

pod  

 
Bengaluru - January 4, 2019: The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) today announced the results of the 

Infosys Science Foundation Nutrition Challenge, an innovation challenge that seeks to use STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) skills to effectively combat malnutrition among expectant 

mothers and children under the age of five. The winning project centered around an effective distribution 

method of a cheap, edible, water-soluble nutrient pod to Anganwadi centers for use in mid-day meals.  

 

The virtual challenge, hosted by the ISF and conducted by the New York Academy of Sciences (NYAS) 

saw over 3000 students from around the country express interest in it. The top two winning teams will visit 

the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) at Sriharikota to witness the launch of a rocket. They will 

also get a membership to the Junior Academy of the NYAS. In addition, each member of the winning team 

will receive an education scholarship of INR 5 lakh.  

 

Participating teams worked with mentors who were experts from the fields of nutrition and STEM. They also 

leveraged a series of curated learning resources and TEDx-style talks by leading experts. 

 

Members of the winning team Arunima S, Kesava DK, Leela J, Prithve S and Sandeep R collaborated 

virtually as they were from different cities in India. The solution designed by the team centers around the 

effective distribution of a nutrient pod. The pod can be used as a supplement for mid-day meals and 

provides one-third of the daily RDA recommended doses of iron, zinc, omega-3, folate and calcium. A single 

pod is capable of supplementing 50 mid-day meals and is simple to use. The team used this existing product 

idea and created a smart application and delivery mechanism so it reaches the target audience directly 

through the wide network of Anganwadis in the country.  

 

The Infosys Science Foundation would like to congratulate the winners of the Nutrition Challenge. One of 

the primary objective of the challenge was to encourage young people to apply their STEM skills to solving 

a problem.  We chose malnutrition as the topic as it has been one of India’s most persistent challenges. 

We hoped that this would also raise awareness and a sympathetic understanding of the problem among 

this generation, said Mr. Mohandas Pai, Trustee - Infosys Science Foundation. 

 

 

https://www.infosys.com/links/redirectlink.aspx?id=isf.aspx


 
 

The winners for 2018 were chosen from 20 finalists by a judging panel consisting of Mr. Mohandas Pai 

(Trustee, Infosys Science Foundation), Dr. Seema Puri (University of Delhi), Dr. Purnima Menon 

(International Food Policy Research Institute) and Dr. Maike Rahn (PepsiCo Global R&D).  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

About the Infosys Science Foundation 

The Infosys Science Foundation is a not-for-profit foundation established in 2009 to bring back the romance 
to research and science. Through the Infosys Prize, it recognizes six scientists or researchers each year 
for stellar work in their field by awarding them a prize of USD100,000, a gold medal and a citation by 
internationally renowned jury. Besides the Infosys Prize, the ISF runs other programs to excite interest and 
inspire the younger generation to look at science and research as a career option. For more information 
please visit http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/ 
 
Judging Panel 
Mr. Mohandas Pai | Dr. Seema Puri | Dr. Purnima Menon | Dr. Maike Rahn 
 
For more information please contact us at PR_India@Infosys.com  

https://manipalglobal.com/mage/about-us/leadership/mohandas-pai.html
https://www.nyas.org/bios/infosys-judges/seema-puri/
https://www.nyas.org/bios/infosys-judges/maike-rahn/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.infosys-science-foundation.com%3Felq%3Df361c04857fb4637affc7de124d8c958%26elqCampaignId%3D458&data=02%7C01%7CMedha.B%40edelman.com%7C454b91b29d6d40a0fd6308d63f13e139%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C636765752045763350&sdata=gDvSjwkDBQ%2Fl2oP3lLVdLg4tGylA7%2B7eJgleLPIn5No%3D&reserved=0
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/
https://www.nyas.org/challenges/infosys-science-foundation-nutrition-challenge/?tab=overview
mailto:PR_India@Infosys.com

