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December 2, 2020 
 
Dear Sir/ Madam, 
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Please find enclosed the press release titled ‘Infosys Science Foundation Awards Infosys Prize 
2020 Winners in Six Categories’ for your information and records.  
 
This information will also be hosted on the Company’s website, at www.infosys.com. 
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PRESS RELEASE  

Infosys Science Foundation Awards Infosys Prize 2020 Winners in Six Categories 

Winners felicitated by Chief Guest, Professor S. R. Srinivasa Varadhan (subhead for PAN 

India dissemination) 

Subheads for regional distribution 

Maharashtra: Prof. Hari Balakrishnan from Nagpur/Mumbai bags the Infosys Prize 2020 for his 

exemplary contributions in the field of Engineering and Computer Science  

New Delhi: Prof. Raj Chetty from New Delhi bags the Infosys Prize 2020 for his exemplary 

contributions in the field of Social Sciences 

Tamil Nadu: Dr. Rajan Sankaranarayanan from Chennai bags the Infosys Prize 2020 for his 

exemplary contributions in the field of Life Sciences  

West Bengal: Trio from Kolkata, Prof. Sourav Chatterjee, Dr. Prachi Deshpande, and Prof. Arindam 

Ghosh, bag the Infosys Prize 2020 for their exemplary contributions in the fields of Math, Humanities 

and Physical Sciences 

Bengaluru, India – December 02, 2020: The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) awarded the winners of the 

Infosys Prize 2020 today for their outstanding contributions to science and research in a virtual awards 

ceremony. The prize consists of a pure gold medal, a citation and a purse of USD 100,000 and is awarded for 

stellar contributions in six fields: Engineering and Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, Mathematical 

Sciences, Physical Sciences and Social Sciences. The winners were announced by the eminent chairs of the 

jury and felicitated by the chief guest, Prof. S. R. Srinivasa Varadhan - Abel Prize winner and Professor, Courant 

Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York, USA. 

The winners of the Infosys Prize 2020 were handpicked from 257 nominations by an accomplished jury 

comprising renowned scholars and professors from around the world. The chairs of the jury were: Prof. Arvind 

(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) for Engineering and Computer Science, Prof. Kaushik Basu (Cornell 

University and former SVP, World Bank) for Social Sciences, Prof. Akeel Bilgrami (Columbia University) for 

Humanities, Prof. Chandrashekhar Khare (University of California, Los Angeles) for Mathematical Sciences, 

Prof. Shrinivas Kulkarni (California Institute of Technology) for Physical Sciences, and Prof. Mriganka Sur 

(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) for Life Sciences. 
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The Infosys Prize has a history of awarding exceptional talent, some of whom have also earned prestigious 

international honors like the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, the Fields Medal and the Padma 

Shri. The ISF believes that this year’s winners too will leave an indelible impression on their respective 

domains. By recognizing these outstanding researchers and celebrating their achievements in the applied 

and theoretical domains, the Infosys Prize aims to create role models who will encourage young minds to 

explore science and research as career options. 

Mr. Narayana Murthy, Founder – Infosys, President – Infosys Science Foundation, said, “The trustees 

of the Infosys Science Foundation dream of an India where the poorest children can have reasonable 

access to nutrition, education, healthcare and shelter, and have confidence in a better future. For that, we 

need well thought out and impactful ideas that are speedily executed without corruption. Developed 

countries have succeeded mainly by improving their higher education and research systems. The Infosys 

Prize contributes to this mission in India by honoring the best scientists and researchers, whose work has 

the potential to improve our world.” 

Among those in attendance at the virtual ceremony were the trustees of the Infosys Science Foundation - 

Mr. Narayana Murthy (President of the Board of Trustees), Mr. Srinath Batni, Mr. K. Dinesh, Mr. S. 

Gopalakrishnan, Mr. Nandan Nilekani, Mr. Mohandas Pai, and Mr. S. D. Shibulal. In addition to the trustees 

and jury members, the event was attended by distinguished scientists and academicians from India and 

overseas, as well as business leaders, young researchers, and students.  

In his speech as chief guest of the Infosys Prize ceremony, Prof. S. R. Srinivasa Varadhan said, “I want 

to thank the trustees of the Infosys Science Foundation for the service they are doing to the research 

community through the Infosys Prize. I commend them on their vision and commitment. The last seventy-

five years have seen extraordinary changes in the way we live. As the research efforts of most of our 

scientists impact our daily lives it places an ethical responsibility on them. The primary responsibility 

however, rests collectively with societies, governments and international organizations to regulate and 

control harmful side effects of scientific research and discovery.” 

The laureates of the Infosys Prize 2020 are: 

 

Engineering and Computer Science 

Prof. Hari Balakrishnan 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Engineering and Computer Science is awarded to Prof. Hari Balakrishnan from 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology for his broad contributions to computer networking, and his seminal 

work on mobile and wireless systems. Balakrishnan’s commercial use of mobile telematics improve driver 

behavior and make roads safer. 

  



 
 

 

Humanities 

Dr. Prachi Deshpande 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Humanities is awarded to Dr. Prachi Deshpande from the Centre for Studies in 

Social Sciences (CSSS), Kolkata for her nuanced and sophisticated treatment of South Asian 

historiography. Dr. Deshpande’s book Creative Pasts and many articles provide fine insight into the 

evolution of modern history writing in Maharashtra from the Maratha period onwards, and offer a novel 

perspective on the history of Western India.  

 

Life Sciences 

Dr. Rajan Sankaranarayanan 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Life Sciences is awarded to Dr. Rajan Sankaranarayanan from the Centre for 

Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad for fundamental contributions towards understanding 

one of the most basic mechanisms in biology, the error-free translation of the genetic code to make protein 

molecules. Dr. Sankaranarayanan's work has potential applications in the design of drugs such as 

antibiotics and immunosuppressants. 

 

Mathematical Sciences 

Prof. Sourav Chatterjee 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Mathematical Sciences is awarded to Prof. Sourav Chatterjee from Stanford 

University for his groundbreaking work in probability and statistical physics. Prof. Chatterjee’s collaborative 

work has played a critical role in areas such as the emerging body of work on large deviations for random 

graphs. 

 

Physical Sciences 

Prof. Arindam Ghosh 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Physical Sciences is awarded to Prof. Arindam Ghosh from the Indian Institute 

of Science (IISc), Bangalore for his development of atomically thin two-dimensional semiconductors to build 

a new generation of functional electronic, thermoelectric and optoelectronic devices. Prof. Ghosh’s creation 

of a new platform for light-matter interaction impacts quantum technologies and sensing in a fundamental 

way.  

 

Social Sciences 

Prof. Raj Chetty 

The Infosys Prize 2020 in Social Sciences is awarded to Prof. Raj Chetty from Harvard University for his 

pioneering research in identifying barriers to economic opportunity, and for developing solutions that help 



 
 

 

people escape poverty towards improved life outcomes. Prof. Chetty’s research and extraordinary ability to 

discern patterns in large data have the potential to induce major shifts in the discipline of Economics.  
 

About the Infosys Science Foundation 

The Infosys Prize is awarded by the Infosys Science Foundation, a not-for-profit trust set up in 2009. The 
award is given annually to honor outstanding achievements of contemporary researchers and scientists 
across six categories: Engineering and Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, Mathematical 
Sciences, Physical Sciences and Social Sciences. Each prize consists of a gold medal, a citation and a 
purse of USD 100,000. The award intends to celebrate success in research and stand as a marker of 
excellence in these fields. 
 
Jury Chairs 
Prof. Arvind | Prof. Kaushik Basu | Prof. Akeel Bilgrami | Prof. Chandrashekhar Khare | Prof. Shrinivas 
Kulkarni | Prof. Mriganka Sur 
 
Trustees  
Narayana Murthy | K. Dinesh | S. Gopalakrishnan | Mohandas Pai | Nandan Nilekani | Shibulal S. D. | 
Srinath Batni 
 
About Infosys 
Infosys is a global leader in next-generation digital services and consulting. We enable clients in 46 
countries to navigate their digital transformation. With nearly four decades of experience in managing the 
systems and workings of global enterprises, we expertly steer our clients through their digital journey. We 
do it by enabling the enterprise with an AI-powered core that helps prioritize the execution of change. We 
also empower the business with agile digital at scale to deliver unprecedented levels of performance and 
customer delight. Our always-on learning agenda drives their continuous improvement through building and 
transferring digital skills, expertise, and ideas from our innovation ecosystem. 
 

Visit www.infosys.com to see how Infosys (NYSE: INFY) can help your enterprise navigate your next. 
 
Safe Harbor 
Certain statements in this release concerning our future growth prospects, financial expectations and plans 
for navigating the COVID-19 impact on our employees, clients and stakeholders are forward-looking 
statements intended to qualify for the 'safe harbor' under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 
1995, which involve a number of risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially 
from those in such forward-looking statements. The risks and uncertainties relating to these statements 
include, but are not limited to, risks and uncertainties regarding COVID-19 and the effects of government 
and other measures seeking to contain its spread, risks related to an economic downturn or recession in 
India, the United States and other countries around the world, changes in political, business, and economic 
conditions, fluctuations in earnings, fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, our ability to manage growth, 
intense competition in IT services including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage 
increases in India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled professionals, time and cost overruns on 
fixed-price, fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, restrictions on immigration, industry segment 
concentration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for technology in our 
key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks or system failures, our ability to successfully 
complete and integrate potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success of 
the companies in which Infosys has made strategic investments, withdrawal or expiration of governmental 
fiscal incentives, political instability and regional conflicts, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring 
companies outside India, unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions 
affecting our industry and the outcome of pending litigation and government investigation. Additional risks 
that could affect our future operating results are more fully described in our United States Securities and 
Exchange Commission filings including our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year ended March 
31, 2020. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Infosys may, from time to time, make additional 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.infosys-science-foundation.com%3Felq%3Df361c04857fb4637affc7de124d8c958%26elqCampaignId%3D458&data=02%7C01%7CMedha.B%40edelman.com%7C454b91b29d6d40a0fd6308d63f13e139%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C636765752045763350&sdata=gDvSjwkDBQ%2Fl2oP3lLVdLg4tGylA7%2B7eJgleLPIn5No%3D&reserved=0
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/jury-2019.asphttps:/na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.infosys-science-foundation.com%2Fprize%2Fjury%2F2012%2Findex.asp%3Felq%3Df361c04857fb4637affc7de124d8c958%26elqCampaignId%3D458&data=02%7C01%7CMedha.B%40edelman.com%7C454b91b29d6d40a0fd6308d63f13e139%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C636765752045773363&sdata=jc%2BbH%2BMaVvLh0vUgkqWtxba699QcZd8u5w6paKcEjqw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/jury-2019.asphttps:/na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.infosys-science-foundation.com%2Fprize%2Fjury%2F2012%2Findex.asp%3Felq%3Df361c04857fb4637affc7de124d8c958%26elqCampaignId%3D458&data=02%7C01%7CMedha.B%40edelman.com%7C454b91b29d6d40a0fd6308d63f13e139%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C636765752045773363&sdata=jc%2BbH%2BMaVvLh0vUgkqWtxba699QcZd8u5w6paKcEjqw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/about.asp#trustees
https://www.infosys.com/


 
 

 

written and oral forward-looking statements, including statements contained in the Company's filings with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission and our reports to shareholders. The Company does not 
undertake to update any forward-looking statements that may be made from time to time by or on behalf of 
the Company unless it is required by law. 
 
For more information, please contact PR_Global@Infosys.com 
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