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SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026

SUPREME COURT SAYS MOVE TRIBUNALS

65 WB poll officers face SIR exclusion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, April 24

THE SUPREME COURT on Fri-
day asked several petitioners
whose names were deleted
from the voters’list following
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) in West Bengal,including
65 who said they were on elec-
tion duty in the state, to
approach the Appellate Tri-
bunals set up to adjudicate
such grievances.

The directive was issued by
abench of ChiefJustice of India
Surya Kant, and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchiand Vipul M Pan-
choli, even as it refused to
entertain the petitioners’ plea
against their exclusion from
the rolls.

Appearing for the petition-
ers, Senior Advocate M R
Shamshad said what was hap-
pening was ironical. “A person
whoisconducting the election
can’t vote,” he said, adding
thereare 65 such petitioners.

Shamsad submitted that
their dutyordersinitially men-
tioned their Electoral Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) numbers,
but those were subsequently
deleted. He contended that
there was “ex facie arbitrari-
ness” as they were not given
any show-cause notice before
their names were deleted.

Opposition moves fresh
notice for CEC removal

AFTER 73 OPPOSITION MPs gave a fresh
notice in Rajya Sabha to move a motion for
the removal of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, the Congress on Friday said
Kumar's continuation in the post is an assault
on the Constitution. MPs from the Congress,
TMC, SP, DMK, Left parties, Shiv Sena (UBT),
NCP (SP), RJD, IUML and other like-minded
parties are signatories to the notice against

CEC.

West Bengal recorded its highest-ever turnout in the first phase of the 2026 Assembly
elections, with 92.88% voting in 152 of the 294 seats

The court, however, asked
the petitioners toapproach the
Tribunals. Justice Bagchi said,
“This election, we understand.
More valuable right to remain
on the rolls,we will examine.”

Shamshad said the peti-
tioners had already filed their
appeals with the Tribunals on
April 5,but thosewereyet tobe
taken up. Giving liberty to the
petitioners toseekappropriate
remedies,thebenchwentonto
dispose of their plea.

Meanwhile, hearing
another matter in connection
with the SIR in West Bengal,

—PTI

NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARE CERTIFICATES

Notice is hereby given that the following share certificate(s) of the Company have been

reported as lost/misplaced:

. Certificate Distinctive Nos. No. of
Folio No Name No(s). From To Shares
DWAR1 DWARAKANATHY G 11007 11494681 11494880 200

The Company will consider to issue duplicate share certificates consisting of 200 shares of face
value of Rs 10/- each. Objections if any may be submitted in writing at the Registered Office of
the Company within 15 days from the date of publication of this Notice, after which no claims will

be entertained.

Coimbatore
24.04.2026

For LMW LIMITED
C R SHIVKUMARAN
Company Secretary

BATTLEGROUND

the Supreme Court hailed the
high voter turnout in the first
phase of the state elections
Thursday, and noted that the
polling was largely peaceful
and relatively free of violence.

“Individually,asacitizen of
India, I am very happy to see
the percentage of voting...This
country, people need to partic-

FILE PHOTO

ipate in the (democratic
process),” CJ1 Kant said.

West Bengal recorded its
highest-ever turnout in the
first phase of the 2026 Assem-
bly elections Thursday, with
92.88% voting in 152 of the
294 seats, according to the
Election Commission.

During this hearing, Senior
Advocate Kalyan Bandopad-
hyay, appearing for some peti-
tioners, said the Appellate Tri-
bunals had so far disposed of
only 139 appeals. “We need
more speedy disposal,” Ban-
dopadhyay submitted.

Mamata: Hooghly water
clean unlike Yamuna

WEST BENGAL CHIEF Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Friday said Prime Minister Narendra Modi
could enjoyaboat ride on the Hooghlyin the state
because its waters were clean, unlike the Yamuna
in Delhi,which she alleged was polluted.Address-
ing an election meeting in Howrah, Banerjee said
Modi would not be able to undertake a similar
boat ride on the Yamuna in the national capital
due to pollution,blaming the BJP-led administra-
tion there for the river's condition.

—PTI

Headded,“One good thingis
it’sarecord 929% voter turnout
inWest Bengal yesterday.All the
migrantlabourers fromall over
Indiahave comeback,rushing.”

Justice  Bagchi  said,
“Another thing is there is no
violence, or at least...that’s
more concern for us”. Ban-
dopadhyay,however,said there
were a couple of instances of
violence. “Except one or two,”
he qualified Justice Bagchi’s
remark, adding, “compara-
tively in West Bengal, (it was a)
non-violentvote.”

Intervening, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta commended
thesecurityforces forensuring
law and order.“I join Mr Ban-
dopadhyaythat 92% mustbea
historic voter turnout. And
except for violence in some
places,forces have doneacom-
mendable job. We must be
thankful to them,” Mehta said.

Justice Bagchi recalled a
verse which meant “the kings
fight and the poor men suffer
and die”.

The CJI said, “When people
realise their powerinademoc-
racy,the power of thevote,and
they follow the rule of law...
process and values...then they
don’t indulge in violence or
anything. Because then they
know that my strength lies
here in a democratic set-up.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes a boat ride
on the Hooghly River in Kolkata on Friday AN

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

Raghav Chadha, six AAP
Rajya Sabha MPs join BJP

JATIN ANAND & LIZ MATHEW
New Delhi, April 24

IN AHUGE setback to the AAP,
seven of its 10 Rajya Sabha
members, constituting two-
thirds of the party strength in
the Upper House, crossed over
to the BJP Friday, creating rip-
ples in political circles, espe-
cially in Punjab where AAP’s
rule will be tested in Assembly
elections early next year.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in New Delhi, AAP MP
Raghav Chadha, removed as
the party deputy leader in
Rajya Sabha three weeks ago,
said he, along with six party
members of the House, had
“merged with the BJP”.The AAP
has 10 MPs in the House — 7
from Punjab, 3 from Delhi.

Flanked by MPs Ashok Mit-
tal and Sandeep Pathak,
Chadha announced their exit
from the AAPalongwith Rajin-
der Gupta, Vikramjeet Singh
Sawhney, Swati Maliwal and
Harbhajan Singh.

“They have already signed,
and this morning we submit-
ted all the required documen-
tation,including signed letters
and other formal paperwork,
to the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha,” he said.

Following the press confer-
ence, Chadha and his col-
leagues headed to the BJP
office where they were wel-
comed into the party fold by
BJP president Nitin Nabin.
With the “merger” of the AAP
faction, the BJP strength in the
245-member Rajya Sabha is
set to rise to 113 and that of
the NDAto 148.

The AAP reacted angrily,
calling it a “betrayal” and
another “Operation Lotus” of
the BJP.Party convener Arvind
Kejriwal, in a post on X, said,
“The BJP has once again given
Punjabis a shove.”

AAP’s Sanjay Singh, also a
Rajya Sabha member, said, “I
will submita letterto the Rajya
Sabha Chairman in which a

Kolkata

BJP National President Nitin Nabin (right) meets Rajya Sabha
MPs Raghav Chadha, Sandeep Pathak and Ashok Mittal at the
party's headquarters, in New Delhi, on Friday PTI

With the 'merger’
of the AAP faction, the
BJP's strength in the
245-member Rajya Sabha
is set to rise to 113 and
that of the NDA to 148

demand will be made to
declare Raghav Chadha,Ashok
Mittal and Sandeep Pathak
disqualified from Rajya Sabha
membership for joining the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),as
thisis tantamount tovoluntar-
ily relinquishing membership
of their original party under
the Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitution.”

“The Bharatiya Janata
Party,Narendra Modiand Amit
Shah’s Operation Lotus, the
game of dirty politics and the
conspiracy to stall the Bhag-
want Mann government’s
goodworkhasbegunonalarge
scale,” Singh told reporters.

“Today, they have broken
away AAP’s seven Rajya Sabha
MPs and got them inducted in
the BJP. The people of Punjab
should remember these seven
names... never forgive them,”
he also said, naming each of

the seven defectors.

Targeting them, he said this
was how they had repaid the
AAP for“taking them from the
street and elevating them to
Parliament”.

Earlier, Chadha told
reporters: “The Aam Aadmi
Party which I nurtured with
my blood and sweat and gave
15 years of my youth... has
completely strayed from its
principles, values and core
morals. Now this party does
not work for the interests
of the nation, but for its per-
sonal gain.”

“I felt like I was the right
man in thewrong party.That s
why, we announce today that
we are moving away from the
Aam Aadmi Partyand closerto
the people...We have decided
that we, the two-third Mem-
bers of Parliament of the Aam
Aadmi Party belonging to
Rajya Sabha, exercise the pro-
visions of the Constitution of
India and merge ourselves
with the BJP,”he said.

Their exit leaves the AAP
with only three members in
Rajya Sabha: Sanjay Singh, ND
Gupta and Balbir Singh
Seechewal.
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