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New Delhi: Things are hea-
ting up in Delhi with TMC on
Tuesday fielding its senior
leaders Kalyan Banerjee and
Kirti Azad to take on dissi-
dent MPs and questioning
the claim made by rebel MP
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar of
having support of  20 MPs
and to have written to Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla see-
king recognition as a separa-
te parliamentary bloc that
would back the NDA. 

Demanding that the let-
ter claiming support of  20
MPs should be placed in pub-
lic domain, Banerjee chal-
lenged all dissident MPs to
resign from TMC and join
BJP. “Those who went to
Union minister Bhupender
Yadav’s residence and held
meetings with West Bengal
CM Suvendu Adhikari have
effectively become BJP. To-
day, their leader is Narendra
Modi. If  anyone has political
morality, they should resign
from Parliament and seek a
fresh mandate from the peo-
ple,” Banerjee and Azad said
at a press conference held in

Delhi on Tuesday morning.
Amid all the speculation

and a day after the INDIA
bloc meeting, TMC chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee met
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi at 10 Janpath in what
was seen as Banerjee’s at-
tempt to further build on ef-
forts to rally support as her
party faces its worst crisis.
During the INDIA bloc mee-
ting too on Monday, visuals
of  Sonia and Banerjee hug-
ging each other and sharing
a warm interaction were
shared by Congress. Baner-
jee had urged all the consti-

tuents to forget the past and
stand united.

While no details of  Tues-
day’s meeting were shared
by either party, sources said
Banerjee went into the mee-
ting keen to share with Sonia
the TMC’s challenges during
elections, her views on the
future strategy for West
Bengal and ways to streng-
then the INDIA alliance and
opposition unity. These issu-
es figured in the discussions,
sources said.

Earlier at the press confe-
rence, Kalyan Banerjee said
rebel MPs should follow the
example of  former TMC MP

Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, who
resigned who resigned from
the Upper House and the par-
ty on Monday after levelling
allegations against the
TMC.

TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee at a press conference in New Delhi on Tuesday

Former West Bengal
minister Ujjal Biswas was

arrested on Tuesday for
allegedly stocking tarpaulins
meant for public distribution
at his residence in Nadia.
Several tarpaulins were being
loaded onto a matador van
parked outside Biswas’s
home in Krishnanagar.
Allegations quickly spread
that the materials were being
transported illegally,
prompting locals and BJP
supporters to gather and
stage a protest. A few
stormed the TMC neta’s
home, pelted him with eggs,
and demanded action against
him for misappropriation.
Police escorted Biswas to
Kotwali police station as
tensions escalated. TNN

Ex-TMC min held for
‘stocking’ tarpaulins
meant for public

TMC dares rebels to quit party & join BJP

Guwahati: Ethnic tensions fu-
elled by tit-for-tat abductions in
Manipur’s hill districts eased
Tuesday after Naga groups ma-
de the first conciliatory gesture,
freeing 14 Kuki hostages who
had been held captive for almost
a month, reports Prabin Kali-
ta. But news of  the breakthro-
ugh, facilitated by United Naga
Council (UNC) and community
leaders, was tempered by rival
armed groups still keeping six
abducted Naga men in captivity.

Hours after the hostage re-
lease in Senapati district, uni-
dentified assailants fatally
shot a 45-year-old Kuki villa-
ger – Haokhogin Lhouvum of
Lasan village in Tamenglong –
while he was walking to his
farm.Kuki Inpi Manipur ter-
med the murder “a stark reflec-
tion of  the grave failure of  the
state's security apparatus, the
selective deployment of  securi-
ty forces and the persistent ad-
ministrative bias against Kuki-
Zo people”. 

1 month on, 14
hostages freed

in Manipur 

CID sources said the Ka-
lighat office is central
to investigation into

alleged forged signatures
on a May 6 letter sent to the
assembly speaker propos-

ing Sob-
handeb
Chattopad-
hyay’s name
as leader of
opposition.
Several TMC

MLAs — now part of  the re-
bel bloc backing BJP-led
NDA — have alleged their
signatures were forged on
that document.

Political drama unfolded
before the search began.
Around 3.30pm, a black SUV
carrying senior CID officers
arrived outside Mamata’s
residence, where former
TMC Rajya Sabha MP Sub-
hasish Chakraborty blocked

entry for about 45 minutes,
arguing he was acting as vol-
untary custodian of  proper-
ty while the occupants were
in New Delhi.

CID officers told Subhas-
ish Chakraborty that Abh-
ishek Banerjee’s reply to in-
vestigators had identified
Kalighat office adjoining
former CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s residence at 30B
Harish Chatterjee Road in
south Kolkata as venue of
meeting where the assem-
bly’s leader of  the opposi-
tion was chosen. “Hence, we
need to search this place as
he is not cooperating with
us. You cannot stop a
search, which is an integral
part of  an investigation,”
an officer told him.

Chakraborty, a lawyer,
said he was not obstructing
investigation but sought
two more days until occu-
pants returned from New

Delhi. 
“I do not know what com-

munication took place… If
you have already waited for
a week, you can easily wait
for two more days,” he said.

Around 4.15pm, eight
CID officers, including two
women, entered the prem-
ises. Investigators ques-
tioned staff, examined re-
cords and sought details re-
lated to the May 6 meeting,
an officer said. The search
ended without confiscation
of  documents or materials.
CID recorded that nothing
had been seized, damaged
or destroyed. Officers de-
clined to comment on the
findings.

News of  the search trig-
gered a rush of  TMC politic-
ians to Kalighat. Senior par-
ty figures Kunal Ghosh and
Madan Mitra reached the
site between 4.40pm and
5pm but were denied entry. 

CID search absolute farce,
says Kalyan Banerjee

uContinued from P 1

Kolkata: Rebel Trinamool
MPs who have aligned them-
selves as a separate parlia-
mentary bloc and extended
support to NDA will not be
accommodated in BJP, Beng-
al BJP chief  Samik Bhatta-
charya said on Tuesday, ad-
ding that his party was not a
‘sankirtan group’ (devotional
troupe). According to him,
BJP will assess what the rebel
MPs are asking for in return. 

“They have created a bloc
by themselves... But none of
them came to BJP and we ha-
ve not inducted anyone...” he
said. Buzz about realign-
ments intensified Monday
when 20 dissident TMC MPs
met Union minister Bhupen-
der Yadav at his Delhi resi-
dence over tea and pledged
support to NDA. “They might
have been feeling alone. These
individuals have now united
and rebelled against the party.
If  a faction wants to extend
support, no political bloc will
refuse it. TNN

Samik: Won’t
induct rebel
MPs into BJP
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New Delhi: Govt slammed
Pakistan for fake news
blaming India for the ongo-
ing violent protests in 
POK, urging the interna-
tional community to hold
Pakistan accountable for 
its “misdeeds and abuses”.

The ministry of  exter-
nal affairs said it had 
taken note of  a pattern of
fake news and videos ema-
nating from Pakistan.

“It is a desperate attempt
by Pakistan to cover-up its
own failings and deflect at-
tention away from its hu-
man rights abuses. There
are reports of  severe police
brutality in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir in which sev-

eral protestors have been
killed and many injured,”
said MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal. “We hope
the international commu-
nity will hold Pakistan ac-
countable for its misdeeds
and abuses,” he added.

India’s reaction came a
day after Pakistan’s human
rights body said that it is
“deeply alarmed” by the

ongoing violence in PoK
during violent clashes.

The Human Rights
Commission of  Pakistan
(HRCP) also expressed seri-
ous concerns about the so-
called regional govt’s deci-
sion to proscribe the Joint
Awami Action Committee
(JAAC) under anti-terror-
ism legislation.

JAAC has long been de-
manding the abolition of  12
“refugee seats” in the so-
called legislative assembly
in POK. The seats are re-
served for refugees from
Kashmir who settled in Pa-
kistan after 1947. JAAC al-
leges that these seats were
often used by mainstream
Pakistani political parties
to influence the formation
of  govts in Muzaffarabad.

India has lodged a strong
protest with Pakistan over
the recent elections, main-
taining that POK has 
been “illegally and forci-
bly” occupied by Pakistan.

Slams Fake
News, Urges
Global Action

POK ‘abuses’: India
seeks accountability

There are reports of severe police
brutality in which several people
have been killed and many
injured, said MEA spokesperson

AFP

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A global peace
think tank has claimed
that India may have shift-
ed its nuclear posture to
ready-to-strike mode by
‘deploying’ 12 warheads
on delivery vehicles, in-
cluding possibly one nu-
clear submarine. This
marks a big change be-
cause India had so far kept
warheads and delivery
systems separately.

When a nuclear war-
head is ‘deployed’, it
means the nuclear war-
head is actively mounted
on missiles or loaded onto
bombers and, having been
mated, is ready for imme-
diate use. This assessment
is part of  the latest report
of  Stockholm Internation-
al Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI). 

The report also men-
tioned that the number of
India’s nuclear warheads
had increased to 190 as of
Jan 2026, compared to the

earlier 180. However, there
is no change in India’s “no
first use” policy when it
comes to a nuclear attack.

It said, “It has long been
assumed that India stores
its nuclear warheads sepa-
rate from its deployed
launchers during peace-
time. However, the coun-
try’s recent moves towards
placing missiles in canis-
ters and conducting sea-
based deterrence patrols
suggest India could be shift-
ing in the direction of  mat-
ing some of  its warheads
with their launchers in
peacetime. “These (nucle-
ar) weapons were assigned
to a maturing nuclear triad
of  aircraft, land-based mis-
siles and SSBNs (a special-
ised class of  nuclear-pow-
ered submarines designed
to carry and launch nucle-
ar-armed ballistic mis-
siles). More warheads are
thought to be in production
for additional missiles,” it
said. Pakistan’s stockpile
remains unchanged at 170
warheads, the report said.

India may’ve ‘deployed’ 
12 nuke warheads: SIPRI

ASRP.Mukesh
@timesofindia.com

Ranchi: The nomination
of  NDA-backed independ-
ent candidate Parimal
Nathwani for Rajya Sab-
ha election in Jharkhand 
was “put on hold” by the
returning officer Tuesday
owing to a few dis-
crepancies.

During the scru-
tiny process, objec-
tions were raised by
Congress MLA Na-
man Bixal Kongari,
proposer of  party candi-
date Pranav Jha, along with
his authorised representa-
tive, after which the return-
ing officer issued a letter to
Nathwani to appear in per-
son or through a represen-
tative for an appropriate re-
sponse by 11 am on Wednes-
day. Later in the evening, a
close aide of  Nathwani,
however, claimed the issue

has been sorted out, but
there wasn’t any official
communication till the
time of  filing this report.

Chhattisgarh CM and
one of  the Congress observ-
ers for RS polls, Bhupesh
Baghel, wrote on X, “A hear-
ing is underway on the com-
plaint. However, it remains

to be seen whether
this BJP-backed can-
didate will remain in
the fray solely be-
cause they have se-
cured the protective
shield of  the BJP.”

Nathwani’s aide told
TOI, “There were some is-
sues related to the candi-
date’s name. Somewhere it
was mentioned as Parimal
Nathwani, and in some doc-
uments, as Nathwani Pari-
mal. It has been resolved
now as sir (Nathwani) him-
self  was present at the as-
semblytill late evening to
satisfy all the queries.”

Nathwani candidature
for RS ‘put on hold’

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high court
on Monday held that under
Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act (Rera),
buyers have an unqualified
right to get interest every
month for delayed possession. 

Justice Madhav Jamdar
held that the law was brought
in to alleviate buyers’ woes
and regulate construction to
prevent delays, and develop-
ers cannot delay possession
for years while expecting to
escape the resultant statutory
consequences under Rera. 

The court said buyers who
stay with a project despite de-
lays are unconditionally entit-
led to interest for every month
of  delay until possession.

Ten buyers had sought in-
terest citing delay in a Mu-
lund project they had booked
in 2005-07. In 2018, an appel-
late tribunal under the Act di-
rected the builder to pay in-
terest from Feb 2014 till pos-
session is given. The builder’s
spokesperson said on Tues-
day that of  250 buyers, 230 got
possession of  their flats last
year and “have settled in”.

Citing SC rulings, HC said
a buyer borrows money to pay
for a house and simultaneous-
ly plays the role of  a financer
as building projects collect
money upfront and this puts
the buyer in a very vulnerable
position. Hence, under Sec-
tion 18 of  the Act (which al-
lows demand for compensa-
tion or cancellation of  book-
ing), it is “the absolute right of
the allottee either to continue
in the project or to withdraw
from the project,” it said.

The spokesperson for the
builder, Runwal Construc-
tions, said, “The company is
committed to its buyers, al-
ways strives to complete pro-
jects on time and has already
refunded those who withdrew
from the project, at 12% inter-
est from the date of  booking’’. 

The builder will be filing
an appeal against the high
court judgment. The builder
had filed a ‘second appeal’ in
the high court to raise sub-
stantial points of  law. One
was whether the Maharash-
tra revenue tribunal doubling
as an appellate body under 
Rera was valid at the time of
the order. HC held that it was.

HC: Rera allows
interest to flat

buyers for each
month’s delayT’puram: In a bizarre turn of

events, Kerala University
(KU) has asked Girish R Ku-
mar, director of  its Centre
for Latin American Studies,
to pay around Rs 17 lakh lost
due to an oversight by SBI.

The move has sparked an
outcry as the bank had admit-
ted its fault in deducting
$20,000 instead of  Rs 20,000 and
paying it to a Brazil-based
journalist, Milan Sime Mar-
tinic, for online lectures in
2023. Martinic passed away the
following year. Now, KU has
asked Kumar to pay the money
on the grounds that he did 
not obtain prior permission
to pay in foreign exchange.

The erroneous transac-
tion led to an excess fund
transfer of  over Rs 16,50,000.
SBI later admitted in a letter
(a copy of  which is with TOI)
to Kumar in Oct 2023 that de-
spite several attempts, it
could not process the refund
and the money would be 
recovered from bank officials
responsible for the lapse.

Despite Kumar’s repeated
requests, he claimed KU did
not follow up with the bank.
The attempts to get back the
excess money from Martinic
failed as he died in 2024. TNN

Kerala Univ asks
prof to pay ̀̀ 17L
over SBI lapse

Subodh Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Congress has
ticked off  Telangana CM
Revanth Reddy for his
“Hitler inspiration” re-
mark, calling it out of  line
with the party ethos
and ideology. It has al-
so asked the CM to be
careful with his com-
ments in future.

When asked about
the Telangana CM’s
remark, AICC general sec-
retary (organisation) KC
Venugopal told TOI: “It is
not at all acceptable”.

It is learnt that the par-
ty’s disapproval has been
conveyed to Reddy, and he
has been asked to be disci-
plined about his com-
ments in the future.

Congress censure came
after the controversy trig-
gered by Reddy’s statement
that Hitler was the inspira-
tion behind the constitu-
tion of  the Hyderabad Di-
saster Response and Asset
Protection Agency (HY-

DRAA) — the state's anti-
encroachment task force.
“HYDRAA was Adolf  Hit-
ler's favourite word. His
core team was named Hy-
dra,” he said at an event.

Political parties like
CPM and BRS came down

heavily on Reddy for
citing Hitler as his
inspiration — the
Nazi leader being an
infamous dictator
who presided over
the Holocaust.

CPM seized upon Red-
dy’s remarks to target Con-
gress by likening it to BJP.
In a post on X, CPM general
secretary MA Baby said,
“...undoubtedly echoing
the ideological fascinations
of  the Sangh Parivar”.
CPML’s Dipankar Bhatta-
charya said on X, “Invoca-
tion of  Hitler as an icon of
governance by a Congress
CM in a state like Telanga-
na is no less worrying.”

Baby’s attack came af-
ter Left and Congress
clashed in a meeting of  op-
position parties Monday. 

Revanth gets a rap
from Cong for ‘Hitler
inspiration’ remark

ADelhi court Tuesday
dismissed the bail plea of

NEET-UG 2026 paper leak
accused Manisha Waghmare,
observing that she played a
pivotal role in the examination
fraud, reports Koushiki Saha.

“The accused is said to be
part of a larger syndicate which
is involved in the aforesaid
illegal activities, undertaken for
monetary gain,” special judge
Ajay Gupta noted, rejecting the
plea filed on medical grounds.

CBI’s special public
prosecutor Neetu Singh
submitted that Waghmare, a
Pune-based education
consultant, had conspired with
co-accused P V Kulkarni,
Manisha Mandhare, and others
to obtain the NEET-UG question
paper and answer key before
the examination. Waghmare
allegedly supplied the leaked
material in exchange for
money. 

Med plea: No bail
for NEET accused 

APatna court Tuesday granted
interim protection from

arrest to tutor Faisal Khan,
popularly known as Khan Sir, in
connection with a firing incident
at his coaching institute on June
2, reports Faryal Rumi.

Hearing his anticipatory bail
plea, sessions judge Rupesh Deo
directed the investigating
officer to produce the case
diary and details of Khan’s
criminal antecedents. The court
ordered no coercive action be
taken against him until the next
hearing and asked him to
cooperate with the
investigation. The case relates
to a shooting incident at Khan’s
Global Studies in the
Kadamkuan area in Patna,
where two security guards fired
shots in the air to disperse an
allegedly violent crowd. The
guards were later arrested and
police subsequently named
Khan in the case. Khan’s
counsel argued that the guards
acted in self-defence to
disperse a crowd.

‘Khan Sir’ secures
relief from arrest

ED Tuesday conducted
searches in a

money-laundering probe
allegedly involving Punjab
minister Sanjeev Arora,
triggering a sharp exchange
between AAP and BJP. While
CM Bhagwant Mann and AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal
accused the BJP-led Centre of
using ED to “target Hindu
traders”, BJP shot back by
alleging AAP was giving it a
communal colour. The
agency searched locations in
Jalandhar and Ludhiana in
Punjab, and Bareilly and
Noida in UP, including at
Hampton Sky Realty Ltd, a
company linked to Arora. TNN

AAP, BJP face off
over ED searches
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