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(Sanjay Kumar Gupta) 
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Ashoka University Establishes Havells School Of Management and Leadership 
with Rs 250 Crore Grant 

 

New Delhi, February 10, 2025: On its Founders’ Day, Ashoka University announced the establishment of 
the Havells School of Management & Leadership, supported by Havells India. This advances Ashoka 
University’s mission to deliver excellence in education and to nurture responsible leaders for India and the 
world. This new School will complement the university’s current focus on humanities, social sciences, 
natural sciences, and computer science. Its management and leadership programmes will be fully 
integrated with Ashoka’s liberal education approach. 

 
Co-created with the synergistic ambitions of Ashoka University and Havells India, the School aims to 
prepare young leaders to create solutions and inspire change in response to the world’s most pressing 
economic and social challenges. Havells School of Management & Leadership is designed to offer a range 
of innovative academic programmes, fostering a generation of leaders who are committed to making a 
positive impact on society and contributing to India's development agenda. 

 
The School will offer unique undergraduate programs in Applied Liberal Arts and Management, for the 
first time in India, with the aspiration to becoming one of the top ten undergraduate programs in the area 
of management globally. The School will also offer integrated postgraduate programs, in partnership with 
leading schools of business and management in India and abroad. 

 
Ashoka University’s signature interdisciplinary foundation courses will remain central to the Havells 
School of Management and Leadership’s undergraduate experience. The School’s specially curated 
programs will provide students with a broad foundation in the liberal arts with its emphasis on multi-
disciplinarity, critical thinking, communication and leadership, while allowing them to specialise in 
management, business and entrepreneurship. 

 

This latest commitment to Ashoka University by Havells India carries forward the legacy of its founder, the 
late Qimat Rai Gupta, who first made a grant to the university in 2014. It expresses his son Anil Rai 
Gupta’s vision of co-creating one of India’s finest leadership and management programs with Ashoka. 
The commitment of Rs250 crore to School of Management & Leadership is Havells India’s third and largest 
commitment to Ashoka. The endowment will be spread over a period of time. 

 
Anil Rai Gupta, Managing Director, Havells India, said, “We are delighted to play a role in establishing the 
Havells School of Management & Leadership at Ashoka University. This partnership is rooted in our shared 
belief in the transformative power of education, and the potential it holds in shaping future leaders. As 
the global business environment continues to be disrupted, we are confident that this cutting-edge 
leadership and management programme combined with the strong foundations of liberal arts will not only 
benefit students at Ashoka, but also contribute to the nation's growth, and the creation and development 
of industries globally.” 



 

 

 
 
 
With Ashoka University’s commitment to interdisciplinary education and a global outlook, students at the 
Havells School of Management & Leadership will benefit from exposure to diverse perspectives, 
international best practices, and real-world case studies, setting them apart from graduates of traditional 
management programmes and giving them a distinct advantage in the job market. The university already 
offers its undergraduate students a wide range of courses in management, business, and entrepreneurship 
through its InfoEdge Centre for Entrepreneurship, which will now be folded into the Havells School of 
Management and Leadership. 

 
Pramath Raj Sinha, Founder and Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, Ashoka University, said, “The 
establishment of the Havells School of Management & Leadership marks an important milestone in Ashoka 
University’s journey. We are building a new model of management education that combines the rigour of 
business thinking with the foundations of liberal arts.” 

“We are constantly surrounded by change at unprecedented levels and therefore need individuals who 
are critical thinkers, problem solvers and innovators, and who understand the world from diverse, multiple 
perspectives. Building the School is an effort to address these needs. We not only want to study 
management more liberally, but also actively practice its applications in local, global and future flavours 
and contexts,” he added. 

 
The School will distinguish itself by its academic and industry partnerships - in India and internationally - 
to facilitate student exchange programmes, build joint programmes, offer market-recognised 
certifications, build executive education programmes and enable visiting and cross-appointed faculty 
collaborations. New centres of excellence will also be set up by the School which will focus on encouraging 
entrepreneurship and innovation amongst students, enabling skills and resources to equip them to 
discover and start their unique, professional journeys. 
 

The vision of the School is to create programmes that are at par with business and management 
programmers offered by leading global institutions, such as the Saïd Business School of Oxford University, 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, Sloan School of Management of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Marshall School of Business of the University of Southern California, and Stern 
School of Business of New York University. 

 
ABOUT HAVELLS 
Havells India Ltd is a leading FMEG (Fast moving electrical goods) and a consumer durable company, with 
a presence across 60 countries. Its product range includes Industrial & Domestic electrical goods and 
consumer durables. Havells owns prestigious brands like Havells, Lloyd, Crabtree, Standard and Reo. 
 
About Ashoka University 
Ashoka University is a premier interdisciplinary higher education and research institution in India. 
Established in 2014 by leaders, thinkers, academics and philanthropists from diverse fields, the university 
operates  on  a  unique  model  of  collective  philanthropy,  blending  the  finest governance practices with  

 



 

 

 

 

 

cutting-edge pedagogy and internationally reputed faculty. Today, the university has a community of 
2800+ students living on campus and 5600+ alumni spread across the globe, and houses 21 Centres of 
Excellence, producing research and interventions for impact in areas such as public health and disease 
control, energy transition, digitization of society, and women empowerment, among other areas of public 
policy. Ashoka University stands for principles of inclusivity and diversity, having more than 47% women, 
4% international scholars, 80+ specially abled students, and over 50% students on financial aid. A non-
profit university established under the Haryana Private Universities Act (2006), Ashoka University is 
located in Sonepat, Haryana, India. 
 
For further information, visit www.ashoka.edu.in 

 
For media related queries, please contact: 

 Havells India Ltd Contact  
 Amit Sharma 
 E-mail: amit1.sharma@havells.com 
 Phone: 9911236700 
  
Agency Contact 
 Ayushi Chaturvedi 
 E-mail: ayushi.chaturvedi@archetype.co 
 Phone: 7840007607 
  
Ashoka University  
Sangeeta Krishnan  
Email: sangeeta.krishnan@ashoka.edu.in 
Phone: 9899213324 
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