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CITY

MAMATA MISHRA

GUWAHATI, March 10: Having been in an

extremely abusive relationship for long 18

years, Karabi Baishya (name changed) almost

forgot what happiness and freedom meant until

she gathered the courage to open up before

Moon Bora, a barefoot counsellor of her locali-

ty, who took up the matter with the police and

district authorities, apart from giving psycho-

social support to her.

When counselling on domestic violence

seems a nascent concept even in progressive

societies, a handful of women are making a big

difference in rural Assam with a unique concept

of barefoot counselling, reaching out to women

who are in abusive relationships or are facing

other sorts of gender-based community vio-

lence.

Unlike the customary counselling through

government agencies, the barefoot counsellors

are a group of trained women leaders reaching

out to the aggrieved women to provide them

emotional and psychological support, and re-

ferring the extreme cases to other State agen-

cies for legal aid as and when needed.

An initiative of North East Network (NEN),

a women’s rights organisation of the State,

barefoot counselling has picked up very well at

Mirza in Kamrup district, Sipajhar in Darrang

district and Doigrung in Golaghat district since

its inception in 2016.

Barefoot counselling is a brainchild of Anuri-

ta Pathak Hazarika, project director of NEN.

Barefoot counsellors: pillars of support
for victims of domestic violence

Dignitaries releasing a book Duroir Ghontadhwani, a collection of Assamese short stories by the late police officer Partha Bijay Dutta, in Guwahati on Sunday. – UB Photos

City surgeon makes
documentary

on cuckoo

Barefoot counsellors have so far received 107

cases from women in distress, with most cases

involving domestic violence.

“Our barefoot counsellors are not some uni-

versity passed-out counsellors with high flying

degrees. They are the community leaders who

have been professionally trained by us to reach

out to women in vulnerable situations. We ar-

range 12-day training for our counsellors

through MIND India. Now they are also recog-

nised as service providers under the State De-

partment of Social Welfare,” said Hazarika, who

has actively built up a support system for such

counsellors by linking them to government

agencies.

“During one of our field surveys, we realised

the need to have a concrete mechanism to ad-

dress women’s issues. A woman might not re-

veal her domestic life to someone from out-

side. In the first place, she does not have access

to such counsellors,” she added.

The journey, however, has been far from

smooth. “At first, we operated from informal

setups like an open field, from beneath a tree,

or even from the living rooms of the counsel-

lors. But in some cases they had to face threats

and even assaults from anti-social elements.

Gradually, three grameen mahila kendras

(GMK) were opened to give a more formal

and functional setup to the counsellors. The

centres are now becoming rights-based cen-

tres for women and also for adolescents,” she

added.

Apart from addressing the cases of crime

against women, the centres hold cultural pro-

grammes and even work for promoting finan-

cial independence among women, providing

them threads for weaving, etc.

Working at a small level, the GMKs can be

replicated in other districts, where a large

number of cases of crime against women are

not reported due to fear and social stigma asso-

ciated with them.

Other than cases of domestic violence, the

centres have also handled some cases of rape,

trafficking and community violence.

8,000 sanitary
pads distributed

in city school
GUWAHATI, March 10: The

Rotaract Club of Guwahati Luit in

association with Narayana Hruda-

laya Superspeciality Hospital, Am-

ingaon organised a seminar on

menstrual hygiene under the

#WeForHer2.0 initiative at Ka-

liram Barua Girls’ High School and

distributed 8,000 sanitary pads

among 215 students.

The #WeForHer2.0 is an inter-

national project by Rotaract Club

of Guwahati Luit & Siliguri Great-

er, which is being implemented in

three countries – India, Nigeria and

Bangladesh, and 47 cities, a press

release stated today. The initiative

aims to educate 6,000 underprivi-

leged girls and distribute up to

80,000 sanitary pads. DP Bajaj, club

president Saurav Jhunjhunwala,

founder and chairman of the

project, Tushar Jalan and chief ma-

tron of Narayana Hrudalaya, Pinaki

Bhuyan attended the programme.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, March 10: Vital

Voices Global Mentoring Walk, a

global initiative to inspire the new

generation of women through

mentorship, was organised at Jay-

anta Kumar-Lakhimi Borooah

Sadan, Asam Sahitya Sabha com-

plex here, on Saturday.

The global walk enables estab-

lished woman leaders and emerg-

ing woman leaders to share their

experiences, discuss their roles,

successes and challenges. It estab-

lishes a mentor-mentee relation-

ship, thereby creating a bond

among different generations. An in-

itiative to empower women, the

global walk also highlights the im-

portance of women leadership.

The Guwahati edition of the Vital

Voices Global Mentoring Walk was

organized by Atreyee Borooah

Thekedath, a member of the Vital

Voices Global Leadership Network

and Director Web.Com (India) Pvt

Ltd. The event was one of the 174

walks across 62 countries in the

world. The event coincided with

International Women’s Day.

Total 11 mentors from diverse

fields, including education, law, en-

trepreneurship and journalism, took

part in the event, where each men-

tor was assigned five to six men-

tees who went for a walk around

Dighalipukhuri, sharing their expe-

riences and aspirations.

Mentors for this year’s walk in-

cluded Jahnabi Phookan, director, Jan-

gal Travels India, Rakhee Kalita Mor-

al, Associate Professor, Cotton Uni-

versity,  Dr Sriparna B Baruah, mem-

ber of the Board of Management of

School of Vocational Education, IG-

NOU, Asha Kuthari Chaudhuri, HoD,

English, Gauhati University, Ronica

Baruah, Director, Ekopath Metrop-

olis, Mamata Mishra, Senior Staff Re-

porter, The Assam Tribune, Flor-

ence Handique Rabha, head of Elec-

tronic Media and Anchoring, Royal

Global University, Nikita Borooah,

an advocate from Gauhati High

Court, Alpana Borgohain, HoD,

Women’s Studies, Gauhati Univer-

sity, Dr Mahfuza Rahman, Retired

Head, Department of Geography,

Cotton College, and Mita Nath Bora,

project head, CSR, IIE. Mita Nath

Bora also gave a talk on ‘Design

thinking’. The mentees included

college and university students,

young professionals and entrepre-

neurs, etc. Arghya Nandy, head, HR

(East), Annapurna Finance, spoke on

career for women in the microfi-

nance and related sectors.

Bid to inspire new generation
of women through mentorship

Drug peddler
nabbed

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, March 10: The

Crime Branch of Guwahati appre-

hended a drug peddler named Ar-

man Bhai (31) in Sixmile area here

around 3.50 pm today with around

350 grams of brown sugar said to

be worth around Rs 1 crore. The

accused hails from Manipur.

(Contd from page 1)

capital, lamenting this “very sad

and tragic day”.

The crash came on the eve of a

major, annual assembly in Nairobi of

the UN Environment Programme,

which learnt of the crash with “deep

regret” but did not say whether any

delegates were on the plane.

“We can only hope that she is

not on that flight,” Peter Kimani,

who had come to fetch his sister at

Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta Interna-

tional Airport (JKIA), told this

news agency shortly after news of

the crash reached those waiting in

the arrivals hall.

State-owned Ethiopian Airlines,

Africa’s largest carrier, said the ill-

fated Boeing 737-800 MAX had tak-

en off at 8:38 am (local time) from

Bole International Airport and “lost

contact” six minutes later.

Scheduled to land in Nairobi at

10:25 am (0725 GMT), it came

down instead near the village of Tulu

Fara outside Bishoftu.

An AFP reporter said there was

a massive crater at the crash site,

with belongings and airplane parts

4 Indians ...

Lok Sabha
polls ...

(Contd from page 1)

personnel who will be on the field,

across the length and breadth of

India assuring smooth elections.

India is very proud of the EC for

assiduously organising elections

for several years,” Modi tweeted.

In the press briefing, Arora also

reassured the nation of the EC’s

“solemn resolve and deep com-

mitment to fulfil its constitutional

mandate to conduct free, fair and

credible elections”.

He said all political advertise-

ments on the social media would

need pre-certification and that the

candidates would have to give de-

tails of their social media accounts

to the Election Commission.

The election will pit the BJP-

led National Democratic Alliance

against mostly different Opposi-

tion groupings in various States,

including of the Congress, Left

and regional forces which are con-

tinuing to work out a grand alli-

ance to minimise division of votes

against the Modi Government.

The BJP has worked out a seat-

sharing formula with some new

allies and several old partners, by

even making concessions in States

like Bihar. However, the Opposi-

tion parties are yet to do so in

several States.

After losing three Assemblies

last year, the BJP believes its Lok

Sabha campaign is back on track

following decisions like 10 per

cent quota for the general cate-

gory poor, money transfer to farm-

ers and a populist Budget.

What has injected further con-

fidence into the NDA fold is the

fronting of the nationalist plank

in the poll campaign after the In-

dian Air Force strike on terror-

ist camps in Pakistan following

the Pulwama terror attack in

which 40 CRPF personnel were

killed. – PTI

Sculptor Biren Singha (centre) after inaugurating an exhibition of photographs and wood carvings by Mrinal Kanti Chakraborty at Gauhati

Artists’ Guild on Saturday. The exhibition will remain open till March 12. – UB Photos

scattered widely.

Rescue crews were retrieving

human remains from the wreck-

age. Ethiopian Airlines confirmed

“there are no survivors”. Police and

troops were on the scene, as well

as a crash investigation team from

Ethiopia’s civil aviation agency.

In the Kenyan capital, family

members, friends and colleagues of

passengers were frantically wait-

ing for news at the airport. “I am

waiting for my colleague, I just hope

for the best,” added Hannah, a Chi-

nese national.

Ethiopian Airlines said Kenya

had the largest number of casual-

ties with 32, followed by Canada

with 18, Ethiopia with nine, then

Italy, China, and the United States

with eight each. Britain and France

each had seven people on board,

Egypt six, the Netherlands five and

India four. Four were UN passport-

holders.

Eleven countries in Africa and 13

in Europe had citizens among the

victims. – PTI

Short stories by
deceased police
officer released
GUWAHATI, March 10: Duroir

Ghontadhwani, a collection of

short stories by police officer

Partha Bijay Dutta, who breathed

his last on February 7, was re-

leased here today.

The book was released by Ku-

ladhar Saikia, the Director Gener-

al of Assam Police and an acclaimed

writer himself, at a function held at

the Institution of Engineers in the

presence of several dignitaries, in-

cluding Homen Borgohain, Bhaskar

Jyoti Mahanta, Govinda Prasad Sar-

ma and Dinesh Goswami.

This is the second collection of

short stories by the writer which

also include two write-ups by

Ratna Bharali Talukder and Arin-

dam Borkotoky about the writings

of the Late Partha Bijay Dutta. The

book has been published by Akhar

Prakash.

Talukder said that the collection

was an effort of various friends of

Dutta, and some copies of the book

were also informally released on Feb-

ruary 3, when the writer was alive. –

City Correspondent

Financial aid
to mountaineer

GUWAHATI, March 10: Param-

trishna, a voluntary socio-cultural fo-

rum of former students from 1976-

86 of Gauhati University, has offered

financial aid of Rs 16,000 to Tarun

Saikia, the first Assamese mountain-

eer who scaled Mount Everest and

who is now ill, a press release stat-

ed. Paramtrishna has also offered fi-

nancial aid of Rs 7,000 to Guwahati-

based orphanage Akanksha.

Awards to
journalists

GUWAHATI, March 10: The

North Guwahati Journalist Forum

for this year will present the

Ramesh Chandra Nath memorial

journalist award to Dipjyoti Gos-

wami, and the Jagat Chandra Go-

goi memorial journalist award to

Pranjit Saikia at a function to be

held on March 12 here. – City

Correspondent

AJIT PATOWARY

GUWAHATI, March 10: City-

based general surgeon and film-

maker Dr Satyakam Phukan re-

cently completed a captivating

short documentary film on the

Asian species of the cuckoo called

kuli in Assamese, under his film

production unit Ri-Mita Bolsabi.

The film is based on the cuckoos

found in Guwahati. “Guwahati

still can host a large number of

cuckoos with its abundant green-

ery,” said Dr Phukan.

The film has brought to light

the requirements for the surviv-

al and proliferation of a cuckoo

population in an urban locale. Dr

Phukan said that firstly, in Guwa-

hati, there are sufficient trees to

provide the birds with food. Sec-

ondly, the kuli is a brood para-

site, that is, it lays eggs in the

nest of other birds. The male of

the kuli is of black colour. They

therefore choose to lay their

eggs in nests of birds with black

colour.

The most common brood host

bird is the common crow, which

is present in large numbers in

Guwahati city. They also lay eggs

in the nest of the thick billed

crow, a type of raven, found less

commonly in Guwahati.

The kuli is well known for its

cooing. But contrary to the com-

mon belief, it is the male kuli that

produces this sweet sound in the

mating season. The mating sea-

son starts with the beginning of

the spring season in Assam,

which coincides with Bohag Bihu

or Rongali Bihu. The festival is

celebrated in mid-April, in the be-

ginning of the Assamese month

of Bohag and the Assamese New

Year as well.

The kuli with its characteris-

tic calling, therefore, finds an im-

portant place of reference in As-

samese literature and music

since time immemorial, said Dr

Phukan.

The film has also brought to

light the less known fact that the

hill myna also plays a common

brood host bird for the cuckoo.

The hill myna is present in some

localities of Guwahati.

Through the film, Dr Phukan

also familiarises the common

people with the female cuckoo of

the Asian genus of the bird spe-

cies, which is significantly differ-

ent from the male birds of this

bird species in size, colour, etc.
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