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In an effort to check spread of the coronavirus pandemic, villagers of Sonapur in New
Sonowal near Mariani have temporarily blocked entry of outsiders to their village, as seen
on Sunday. – Photo: Mousam Agarwalla.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, March 29:  Alike

Guwahati and Dibrugarh, the

State Government signed a

memorandum of understanding

with 22 hospitals of Silchar to

provide cashless treatment to

patients for the next two months.

This move was taken keep-

ing in view the cessation of Sil-

char Medical College and Hos-

pital (SMCH) from Monday for

exclusive treatment of Covid-

19 cases.  The private hospi-

tals, including an eye hospital

under All Assam Non-Govern-

mental Health Establishment

Association, Barak Valley chap-

ter signed the MoU in the pres-

ence of State Health Minister

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, For-

est Minister-cum-minister in-

charge for Covid-19 monitoring

in Barak Valley, Parimal Sukla-

baidya, Silchar MP Dr Rajdeep

22 Silchar hospitals ink MoU with
Govt on cashless treatment

COVID-19

Roy and other functionaries.

Later, talking to mediaper-

sons, Dr Sarma said, “the Gov-

ernment has signed the MoU

with 22 private hospitals for

cashless treatment of regular

patients. The rates of the treat-

ment shall be as per the Ayush-

man Bharat scheme, which

would be reimbursed  by the

Government. As a preemptive

measure to fight against the

coronavirus pandemic, SMCH

shall be reserved for Covid-19

patients, except maternity, burn

unit and emergency cases.”

He also informed that the

Government is also planning to

come up with a 300-bed hospital

equipped with ICU facilities for

treatment of Covid-19 cases for

which a recce of suitable location

is under way.

“Unless we follow the lock-

down and maintain social distanc-

ing, controlling the situation and

keeping the disease at bay will

be impossible. We do not have

excellent treatment facilities in

Barak Valley. Hence, we must

follow the guidelines and save

ourselves from the grip of the

virus,” the Minister said, adding

that so far out of 300 samples

tested across the state, including

some samples from Mizoram,

the results have been negative.

Asked about the arrangement

of ventilators, the Health Minis-

ter said, “entire India is facing

crisis for want of ventilators.

However, we have been fortu-

nate to procure 50 ventilators.

Talks were held with the CMD

of Tata Motors and Mahindra

Motors, who have assured to as-

sist us with ventilators.”

Meanwhile, Nilava Mazum-

der, president of All Assam Non-

Governmental Health Estab-

lishment Association informed

that a donation of Rs 1.5 lakh has

been given to the Assam Aro-

gya Nidhi account, the Covid-

19 relief fund.

Also, the Sadou Assam Zila

Prashasan Karmachari Santha of

Cachar district has stepped up to

donate Rs 1 lakh to the relief

fund. In the meantime, the All

Assam Non-Governmental

Health Establishment Associa-

tion, Barak Valley chapter donat-

ed a cheque worth Rs 1.5 lakh to

Health Minister Dr Himanta

Biswa Sarma for the Covid-19

relief fund.

DNPL donates Rs 10 lakh
to CM’s Relief Fund

DULIAJAN, March 29: A joint venture of Assam Gas Company

Limited, Numaligarh Refinery Limited and Oil India Limited un-

der the Government of Assam, DNPL has joined hands with the

government in its fight against the coronavirus by making a dona-

tion of Rs 10 lakh to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.

Ajay Kumar Bhattacharyya, General Manager (Technical) of

DNPL stated that the company gave a donation of Rs 10 lakh to the

Chief Minister’s Relief Fund to fight the dreaded Covid-19 pan-

demic. The company, it may be mentioned, donated to the Chief

Minister’s Relief Fund on March 26.

Bhattacharyya in his statement further assured to provide any

possible cooperation required to fight the virus. – ANN Service

ANN Service

NILAMBAZAR, March 29:

State Forest, Excise and Fisher-

ies Minister Parimal Suklabaid-

ya, who is incharge of Karimganj

and Hailakandi districts in regard

to arrangements made to fight

the dreaded Covid-19 pandem-

ic, reviewed the post-lockdown

situation on Saturday with civil

administration and police officials

at the conference hall of the Kar-

imganj Deputy Commissioner.

Suklabaidya also took stock of

other preventive measures tak-

en against the outbreak of novel

coronavirus.

Suklabaidya reviews Karimganj scenario
Speaking to mediapersons,

Suklabaidya said he had a discus-

sion with the district administra-

tion and police officials on the en-

forcement of lockdown across

the district.

He claimed to have asked the

administration to take strong

steps against any violation, but

also ensure that people involved

in emergency and essential serv-

ices were allowed to do their job.

Retailers were allowed to open

their shops from 7 am of Satur-

day until further order.

Suklabaidya said he was

briefed about the measures un-

dertaken by the administration

for distribution of vegetables

during the lockdown period as

directed by the state govern-

ment.

He appealed to the people to

cooperate with the administra-

tion by adhering to various re-

strictions put in place during the

lockdown period.

He also reviewed steps taken

to ensure that those people re-

turning home from outside the

state in recent times, and who

were issued isolation notices,

were following the guidelines

mentioned.

Suklabaidya said the Karim-

ganj district administration has

taken all necessary measures to

treat an possible Covid-19 case.

He said the administration was

coordinating with the tea garden

managements for implementing

all the necessary measures, in-

cluding sanitation and hygiene

during the lockdown period.

The Minister informed that

steps were taken for smooth

supply of essential commodities.

MLA Kamalakhya Dey Purka-

yastha, Karimganj Deputy Com-

missioner MP Ambumuthan, SP

Kumar Sanjoy Krishna, ADC

Ruth Liyenthang were among

the senior officials present in the

meeting chaired by Suklabaidya.

Complete lockdown in
western part of Dhubri

CORRESPONDENT

GAURIPUR, March 29: People in the western part of Dhu-

bri district, including border villages, observed complete lock-

down today, i.e., on the fifth day of social distancing declaration

by the central government.

People in villages like Halakura, Jinkata, Kherbari, Gharial-

danga, Kaldoba, Bhamandanga, Jhaskal, Satrasal, Ratiadaha,

Biskhowa, Kanuri, Lakhimari, Nalia, Kedar, Berbhangi, Binna-

chara, Bhogdanga etc.

are aware of the appeal

made by the government

and news media that

everyone should main-

tain social distance and re-

main at home to contain

spread of coronavirus.

With much caution,

they visited the local

market for purchasing

their essential commod-

ities. Not involved in pan-

ic buying, the villagers

purchased only the es-

sential goods by standing

in queues and following

the guidelines of the ad-

ministration.

This kind of behaviour

shown  by the people has been hailed by the law enforcing

personnel. The people are fighting against spread of Covid-19

and hope to win the fight with the prescribed behaviour.

Not surprisingly, village roads and markets and NH-31 pass-

ing through these areas was deserted.

Meanwhile, shortage of cattle fodder was reported from

many areas of the district and the concerned farmers had to

purchase fodder at high price from the hoarders though no

steps were forthcoming from the authorities.

The deserted NH-31 at Gauripur.
– Photo: Ambu Nath Sharma.
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