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RJD flags off ‘Karpoori 
Vichar Rath’ to woo EBCs
Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

With an objective to 
broaden its support base 
among extremely backward 
castes (EBCs) in the run up 
to the assembly election, 
RJD on Friday flagged off 
‘Karpoori Vichar Rath’ from 
the state capital. 

 The rath will travel to vil-
lages to apprise people of 
ideologies and principles of 
Bharat Ratna Karpoori Tha-
kur, a socialist icon and 

former chief minister of 
Bihar. Thakur belonged to 
Nai (barber) caste, listed as 
EBC in Bihar.  The Rath was 
flagged off by the state party 
secretary general Ranvijay 
Sahu from the state head-
quarters. Altogether 11 
teams each headed by 
leaders of different sections 
of society will visit different 
districts.RJD has decided to 
observe the 37th death anni-
versary of Karpoori Thakur 
at Sonbarsa in Sitamarhi dis-
trict on February 17.  

‘Govt lawyers, judiciary 
should work together’ 

CRIME SHOW: Shah, in presence of Fadnavis, reviews 
Maharashtra’s implementation of three new criminal laws 

Gaurav Vivek 
Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday chaired a re-
view meeting on the imple-
mentation of three new 
criminal laws in Maharash-
tra in the presence of state 
chief minister Devendra 
Fadnavis. 

Speaking at the meeting, 
which reviewed the imple-
mentation and present 
status of various new provi-
sions related to police, 
prisons, courts, prosecution 
and forensics in the state, 
Shah said the Centre wants 
to provide a speedy and 
transparent justice system to 
the people. For 
strengthening law and order, 
it is essential that crimes are 
registered and there is no 
delay in filing of FIRs, he 
added. 

The Union Home Minister 

demanded that Maharashtra 
establish a model Director-
ate of Prosecution system in 
line with the new criminal 
laws. He said efforts should be 
made to achieve over 90 per 
cent conviction rate in cases 
with sentences of more than 7 
years, and that the police, gov-
ernment lawyers, and judici-
ary should work together to 
ensure that the guilty are pun-
ished expeditiously. 

Shah said senior police of-
ficers should regularly moni-
tor cases of organized crime, 
terrorism and mob lynching 
to prevent the misuse of the 
sections related to these 
crimes. He also called for hav-
ing a system for recording 
evidence through video con-
ferencing in facilities such as 
prisons, government hospi-
tals, banks and Forensic 
Science Laboratories (FSL). 

The Home Minister also 
demanded implementation 
of a system where FIRs can be 
transferred between two 
states through the Crime and 
Criminal Tracking Network 
and Systems (CCTNS) and 
urged Maharashtra to adopt 
CCTNS 2.0 and ICJS 2.0. 

He said the police should 
also provide information 
about individuals held in cus-
tody for interrogation on an 
electronic dashboard and 
called for improving the in-
ternet connectivity of police 
stations and availability of 
forensic science mobile vans 
in every police sub-division. 

The meeting was also at-
tended among others by the 
Union Home Secretary, the 
Chief Secretary and Director 
General of Police of Maha-
rashtra, and the DGs of 
Bureau of Police Research 
and Development (BPRD) and 
the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB). 

Elephants 
run amok 
Shankar Raj 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

While Wayanad has a 
burning issue with wild 
elephants attacking local 
people at regular intervals, 
two domesticated jumbos 
fought a pitched battle dur-
ing a temple festival near 
Koyilandy in Kozhikode 
district killing three devo-
tees and injuring 35 others. 
The incident took place at 
the annual Manakkulan-
gara Bhagavathy Temple 
near Koyilandy Thursday 
night. 

According to eye-wit-
nesses, one elephant 
suddenly turned rogue and 
attacked the jumbo stand-
ing  beside it. The attacked 
elephant panicked and ran 
towards the exit, bringing 
down a portion of the 
temple building. 

According to Koyilandy 
MLA Kanathil Jameela, one 
of the elephants turned vi-
olent due to fireworks and 
loud music. When the two 
elephants were locked in a 
fight, two devotees were 
crushed to death. The third 
devotee died when the of-
fice building fell on him. 

Amit Shah, Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis and 
others at a meeting in New Delhi on Friday

Daylight 
bank heist at 
knifepoint 
Shankar Raj  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

In a daylight heist, a man 
barged into a bank, 
threatened staff with a knife 
and made off with Rs 15 lakh 
in  Potta in Thrissur district 
Friday. According to reports, 
the incident occurred at 2:15 
pm at the Federal Bank 
branch. 

Clear CCTV footage 
showed the man parking his 
scooter outside the bank be-
fore rushing in. With most 
staff on lunch break, only the 
manager and an attendant 
were present. 

Reports said after 
threatening the staff using a 
knife, the suspect locked 
them in the bathroom and 
broke the glass of the cash 
counter using a chair.  

He was then seen taking 
the cash available at the 
counter which he stuffed into 
his backpack. Later, he was 
seen heading towards Thris-
sur. The police arrived at the 
spot immediately. It is not 
clear if the armed security 
guard was present when the 
incident took place. 

Key meet between farmers  
& Centre deferred to Feb 22 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH  

The crucial meeting be-
tween the farm leaders and 
the Centre to discuss the 
former’s demands includ-
ing minimum support price 
(MSP) and debt waiver, 
which began here Friday 
evening were said to have 
been held in cordial atmos-
phere and the same have 
been deferred to February 
22 for further discussion. 

While the Union minister 
for consumer affairs, food 
and public distribution, 
Pralhad Joshi led the Cen-
tral team, the two main 
farmer unions – Kisan Maz-
door Morcha and Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha (non-politi-
cal) – were led by their 
leaders namely Sarwan 
Singh Pandher and Jagjit 
Singh Dallewal. 

Dallewal had reached the 
meeting venue in an ambu-

lance from Khanauri border 
where he had been on fast-
unto-death since Novem-
ber-end.  

Other than the two farm 
leaders, 26 other farm 
leaders also participated in 
the meeting. 

Addressing newspersons 
after the meeting - which 
went on for about two-and 
half-an-hour - Joshi said 
that the meeting with the 
farmer leaders was held in 
a cordial atmosphere and 
it was decided to hold 
another round of talks for 
further discussion on their 
demands on February 22. 

 This meeting is expected 
to be chaired by the Union 
Agriculture minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan. 

It may be recalled it is 
after more than a year that 
the talks between the farm 
leaders and the Central rep-
resentatives have been re-
sumed on the former’s 

demands as the same re-
mained inconclusive last 
year following which a 
score of farmers continued 
to camp and protest at the 
two borders of Punjab and 
Haryana – Shumbhu and 
Khanauri borders, 
threatening to take their 
“Delhi chalo’’ protest to 
press for their demands. 

The farmers also made 
three attempts to take out 
protest foot marches on 
December 6, 8 and 14 last 
year, though the same 
were foiled by Haryana po-
lice and Central forces by 
raining teargas shells leav-
ing about 50 farmers in-
jured.  

According to farm 
leaders at least 60 farmers 
had died on the two protest 
sites since February last 
year. Also farm leader Jagjit 
Singh Dallewal has also 
been on fast-unto-death 
since November-end. 

India-Bangladesh Border  
talks in Delhi next week
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The border forces of India 
and Bangladesh will hold 
their bi-annual talks in Delhi 
next week with issues such as 
border fence construction 
and attacks on BSF personnel 

and civilians by Bangladeshi 
criminals figuring among the 
discussion points, an official 
statement said on Friday. 

The 55th Director General-
Level Border Coordination 
Conference between BSF and 
the Border Guard Bangla-
desh (BGB) will be organised 

at the Border Security Force 
(BSF) headquarters here be-
tween February 17-20 Feb-
ruary. 

This would be the first top-
level meeting between the 
two sides after the fall of the 
Sheikh Hasina government in 
August last year. 

PTI 
 NEW DELHI 

Influencer Ranveer Allahba-
dia on Friday moved the Su-
preme against the FIRs lodged 
against him over his alleged 
distasteful comments during a 
programme on YouTube. 

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar took note of 
the submissions of lawyer Ab-
hinav Chandrachud, appear-
ing for the influencer, and said 

the plea would be listed in 
two-three days. 

Chandrachud sought ur-
gent hearing on the grounds 
that Allahbadia has been sum-
moned today by the Assam 
Police. 

Podcaster Allahbadia's re-
marks on parents and sex on 
comedian Samay Raina's You-
Tube show India's Got Latent 
triggered a controversy and 
several FIRs have been lodged 
against him and others in vari-
ous parts of the country.  

Ranveer moves SC against FIRs

UFBU holds protest 
rally in Raipur
Avdhesh Mallick 
RAIPUR 

Bank employees staged a pro-
test rally in capital city Raipur 
in support of their five points 
demand under the banner of 
the United Forum of Bank 
Unions (UFBU), which repre-
sents nearly 100% of bank em-
ployees. The protest was 
organized near the PNB Main 
Branch, Moti Bagh of capital 
city Raipur on Friday. 

Bank employees' main de-
mands are adequate recruit-
ment in banks, 
implementation of a five-day 
banking week, resolution of 
pending issues, stop outsourc-
ing of jobs, and other pending 
demands. 

During the protest the 
demonstrators raised anti-es-
tablishment slogans and criti-
cized the policies of ruling 
government policies and 
termed them anti-people.  

“It has been decided to 
launch an agitational pro-
gramme culminating in a two-
day continuous strike on 
March 24 and 25, 2025,” said 
UFBU in a statement, 

Y. Gopal Krishna, Chhattis-

garh State Secretary of  All 
India Bank Officers Confeder-
ation (AIBOC ) said that de-
spite a mutual agreement on 
the 5-a day workweek, the 
Govt has not implemented it 
even though it is already exist-
ing in other financial institu-
tions. 

The officers also high-
lighted that there is an urgent 
need for adequate recruit-
ment in all public sector 
banks. He mentioned that 
banks are generating record 
profits even in that context re-
cruitment done in the sector 
is quite scanty creating addi-
tional pressure on bank em-
ployees. 

The other bank employees' 
union leader joined the pro-
test and supported the views 
expressed by Krishna. 

The other bank union 
leaders participating in the 
protests are  Com. Shirish Nal-
gondwar, Com. Suresh Bani, 
Com. Baljit Singh, Com. Mi-
lind Mate, Com. D.K. Sarkar, 
Com. Kamal Jain, Com. Nilesh 
Kumar Mandavi, Com. Anil 
Janghel, Com. Chitranjan 
Bhagat, Ms. Priyanka Bard-
han, Ms. Swati Tawari etc.


