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The US has sanctioned four
India-based companies for
their alleged involvement in
importing Iranian petroleum
and petrochemical products,
as Washington expands its
economic pressure on
Tehran under a new cam-
paign, Operation Economic
Outcast, aimed at choking Ir-
an’s fi�nances.

India is keeping an eye on
the development and waiting
for more clarity on the sanc-
tions that have been im-
posed, sources said. 

“It is not yet clear what
kind of sanctions these are.
The notifi�cation is awaited.
The government would keep
an eye on how the develop-
ment plays out before decid-
ing on its response,” a source
tracking the matter told
businessline.

The four Indian compan-
ies named by the US State
Department are Portease
Partners LLP, Sadashiva
Overseas, PP Softtech and
Prakrutees Infra Impex In-
dia. 

The US action also desig-
nated three Indian nationals
associated with the compan-
ies — Indrismiya Ashrafmiya
Shekh and Harish
Ramchandra Rangi of
Portease Partners and
Prashant Garg of PP
Softtech.

‘Operation Economic
Outcast’ is an “economic on-
slaught against Iran’s fi�nan-
cial connections around the
globe”, US Treasury Secret-

ary Scott Bessent said while
announcing the fresh pack-
age of measures on Monday
against the country it has
been at war with for almost
six months.

Bessent warned that coun-
tries maintaining fi�nancial
ties with Iran would risk isol-
ation, while banks and busi-
nesses continuing to deal
with Tehran could face sim-
ilar consequences if they
failed to sever those links.

SUSTAINED CAMPAIGN
“This is a sustained cam-
paign to collapse every last
option for Iran. Let there be

no ambiguity as to the posi-
tion of the US: An economic
engagement of any kind with
this murderous regime will
expose those responsible to
the full reach of American
power,” Bessent said.

Responding to the new
measures, Iranian Economy
Minister Ali Madanizadeh
said Tehran was fully pre-
pared for the sanctions,
which he said would lead to
“another defeat” for the US.

REDUCED TRADE
India stopped purchasing oil
from Iran and its trade in
other goods, including agri-
cultural commodities, too,
started dwindling after the
US began reimposing sanc-
tions on Iran in August 2018,
after President Donald
Trump withdrew the US
from the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal (JCPOA) on May 8,
2018.

In FY26, India’s exports to
Iran was at just $1.25 billion,
comprising primarily of bas-
mati rice and some other
farm products and pharma-
ceuticals. Its imports from
Iran were at about $375 mil-
lion comprising small quant-
ities of fruits, petroleum
products and ores.

New Delhi is also handing
over the operations of the
Shahid Beheshti terminal at
the Chabahar Port to the Ira-
nian government following
Washington’s refusal to ex-
tend the sanctions waiver
that lapsed in April, sources
said. 

It hopes to gain back con-
trol after the situation
normalises.

Amiti Sen
New Delhi

US targets 4 Indian fi�rms in ‘Operation
Economic Outcast’ against Iran

An economic
engagement of any
kind with this
murderous regime will
expose those
responsible to the full
reach of American
power
SCOTT BESSENT
US Treasury Secretary

Iran pledged to fi�ght back
against the expanded US
sanctions aimed at isolating
its economy, expressing con-
fi�dence that major trading
partners would resist the
pressure campaign and say-
ing that Washington was
keen to revive talks. Almost
six months into a confl�ict,
the US has struggled to re-
solve, Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent unveiled the
measures on Monday but
stopped short of the most
punishing sanctions.

While he said countries
that continued trading with
Iran risked being forced out
of the dollar-based fi�nancial
system, he declined to give a
timeline or identify which
may be targeted, saying he
would give them time to
comply with the new direct-
ive. Abbas Golroo, head of
the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee in the Iranian Parlia-
ment, said Pakistan’s army
chief Asim Munir had de-
livered a message from the
US to Iran on Monday. “It
seems the main goal was to
revive the stopped political
process,” he told ISNA news
agency. There was no imme-
diate comment from the
White House or the State
Department.

The Treasury Department
did announce new sanctions

on 60 individuals, entities
and vessels, but the list did
not feature any of the
Chinese fi�nancial institu-
tions suspected of facilitat-
ing Iran’s oil trade.

“We want to make clear
here today that no one is
above the reach of US sanc-
tions,” Bessent said in re-
sponse to a question about
Chinese banks. China has
been the biggest buyer of Ira-
nian oil for several years, al-
though the US blockade of
Iran’s ports has cut Iranian
oil fl�ows to China since
Washington renewed it in
mid-July.

Experts say the US is wary
of Chinese retaliation for any
sanctions on its banks ahead
of expected talks next month

between President Donald
Trump and Chinese Presid-
ent Xi Jinping, with any
curbs on China’s exports of
critical minerals especially
sensitive. 

China said on Tuesday
that its cooperation with
Iran is conducted within the
framework of international
law and should not be in-
terfered with or disrupted.
Oil prices fell for a second
day as traders brushed off�
the impact of the sanctions,
although market parti-
cipants remained wary of Ir-
an’s continued ability to dis-
rupt shipping.

OIL TANKER STRUCK 
An oil tanker was struck on
Tuesday by an unidentifi�ed

projectile and disabled about
9 nautical miles (17 km)
North-East of Oman’s Ash
Shishah, which lies at the en-
trance to the Strait of Hor-
muz, the UK Maritime Trade
Operations said. 

After the latest sanctions
were unveiled, Iranian Eco-
nomy Minister Ali Madaniz-
adeh said Iran was prepared
to respond.

“Our defence is no longer
so defensive; the enemies
should wait for an attack,” he
told State television. Neither
China nor Russia had “accep-
ted” the US measures, he ad-
ded, predicting that other
countries would resist them.

There have been no major
US or Iranian strikes for
weeks, but Brigadier General
Hossein Mohebbi, a spokes-
person for Iran’s Islamic Re-
volutionary Guard Corps,
vowed heavy blows to US vi-
tal interests and energy
choke-points if Iran’s infra-
structure is threatened,
Press TV reported.

MEDIATION PROGRESS
Mediator Pakistan made
“signifi�cant progress” in the
latest talks with Tehran that
focused on preventing fur-
ther escalation and reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, the
Pakistani military said. 

“We had a very construct-
ive exchange,” Pakistani In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, who accompanied
Munir to Tehran, said on X.

Iran pledges to fi�ght back
against widened US sanctions
NEW TENSIONS. It is confi�dent major trading partners will resist the pressure campaign

Reuters
Cairo/Washington

SOH PASSAGE. An oil tanker was struck on Tuesday by an
unidentifi�ed projectile and disabled off� Oman’s Ash Shishah,
which lies at the entrance to the Strait of Hormuz REUTERS

The government on Tuesday
said the technological ex-
pertise of the Centre for De-
velopment of Telematics (C-
DOT), State-owned tele-
communications technology
development centre, will
play a crucial role in shifting
India from self-reliance to
making the world rely on In-
dian innovation.

Speaking on the 43rd

foundation day of C-DOT,
Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said In-
dia has been able to break
into the club of four coun-
tries supplying advanced
telecom gear for 4G and 5G
across the globe and become
the fi�fth country to develop
its own 4G stack.

“I am very confi�dent that
my (C-DoT) family present
here today will lead India
from an India that was
vishwa par nirbhar (depend-
ent on the world) to an India
today that is Atmanirbhar to
a C-DOT that will contribute
to India tomorrow on a
vishwa Bharat par nirbhar
(world dependent on In-
dia),” Scindia said. 

He added India was be-
hind the world in 4G, walked
and marched with the world

on 5G but due to organisa-
tions such as C-DoT, the gov-
ernment and every proud In-
dian can say that India will
lead the world in 6G.

He further said that as In-
dia marches to the journey of
Viksit Bharat 2047, C-DoT
has to march from lab to
market, and from research to
development, globally mar-
keting those developmental
products. “The next era of
telecom is not going to be
defi�ned merely by connect-
ing people, but by ensuring
that connectivity and the
networks that we evolve are
trusted, resilient, intelligent
and, most importantly, se-
cure,” Scindia added.

On the occasion, C-DoT
unveiled 14 quantum
products, some of which

have been deployed in live
networks and are important
from the national security
perspective.

SANCHAR SAATHI
The Minister of State for
Communications, Chandra
Sekhar Pemmasani, said the
Sanchar Saathi app, de-
veloped by C-DOT, had
helped trace around 36 lakh
stolen devices and blocked

nearly 57 lakh lost or stolen
phones till now. “It might
seem simple for many
people, but for many famil-
ies, that phone is not just a
simple device; it is probably
one of the most expensive
items that they own. We take
things for granted, but I
know how much work it
takes to build these sys-
tems,” he said.

He said there are more
than 25 crore daily website
visits on Sanchar Saathi
portal and around 2.5 crore
downloads of the app every-
day, and it is estimated to
have prevented fi�nancial
fraud worth ₹�4,000 crore till
date.

Meanwhile, RK Upadhyay,
CEO, C-DOT, said, “In the
last fi�ve years, we have raised
our revenue from ₹�80 crore
to ₹�600 crore, and under the
guidance of our ministers,
we have set a target to
ourselves to achieve ₹�5,000
crore in the next few years.”

Our Bureau
New Delhi

QUANTUM OF WORK. Union Minister for Communications
Jyotiraditya Scindia at the 43rd Foundation Day of C-DOT, where
14 quantum products were unveiled 

C-DOT to drive India’s shift from self-reliance 
to global telecom leadership: Scindia

Canada’s $20-b retaliatory
tariff�s on US goods

Ottawa: Canada on Tuesday
announced retaliatory tariff�s
on C$27.6 billion ($19.94
billion) worth of US goods,
matching dollar-for-dollar new
duties imposed by Washington,
and unveiled fi�nancial support
for Canadian businesses and
workers caught in the
escalating trade war. The
counter-tariff�s take eff�ect from
September 8 and will impose
duties of 15 per cent, 25 per
cent and 50 per cent across
700 products, a government
statement said. Canada
announced a C$7.5-billion
package of new and enhanced
measures including support for
small and medium-sized
businesses, a stream for
funding cash fl�ows of
companies, and support for
workers who could be at risk
due to the new tariff�s. REUTERS

QUICKLY.

Lanka invites global fi�rms
for petroleum exploration

Colombo: Sri Lanka on Tuesday
invited international companies
to explore oil and gas in four
blocks in the Mannar Basin in
the island’s North-West,
according to an offi�cial
statement. The move is part of
Sri Lanka’s larger eff�ort to
develop the island’s off�shore
petroleum resources. PTI

National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval on Tuesday took
part in the Special Repres-
entatives talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
the India-China boundary

question and improvement
of relations between the
countries. 

The talks assume signifi�c-
ance as they are being held
ahead of Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s much-anticip-
ated visit to New Delhi to at-
tend the BRICS summit on
September 12-13.

They also come at a time
when diff�erences over the
border and Arunachal Pra-
desh continue to fi�gure
prominently in India-China
bilateral ties.

Both Doval and Wang are
the designated Special Rep-
resentatives for the bound-
ary talks mechanism, which

was established in 2003 to
comprehensively address
the dispute of the India-
China border spanning 3,488
km.

Prior to the talks, Doval,
who arrived here on a two-
day visit on Monday, called
on Chinese Vice-President
Han Zhang.

Doval, Wang hold India, China Special Representatives talks
Press Trust of India
Beijing
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���� �	�� 	�,J �� ��
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�!�A�J E.E�� �� O� �E �U�AN �E �!��!E 	A�E ��"E �O f�����!E, 	A&!O �% @�&�O �� �6AN ��!E 4� ��"E �O �G� @����!E �E �O�!E .H�E U@A� ��E .AE�E� �2A�	� �G� �&$�O ���g�A� �6AN 2� �U�!�I�� �� .AE��� I! ���O �A Uh�EI��!�A�J �A�� �% �A�J �A���O 4� $�A!�� �O�O �O &O!E 	A��A�U�	0A �O �� ��!A 4� �A�A�A� �O �U�A_ "!AE ��!A &H�

	<� �� 	RA
 D� �W"R� )���� �� #O�

8 ��	A.� $3A�(�� �EZO �O��(O� �% �A� �� �UU?� �% �i�% @� E�.� ��!.�����& ��0>, (�E�?��� �% �H!E�.�� (A��E93� �	�A� �j�A� 	 A7�� -
O�O
 ����� ����

�E "�!A#� /��"9�� �E�O /���� �O �A#�! :;� �E�O /����	E ���� 800 ���� ���A A9�>AU�9 	�!E 	E #O<A #AE%A
(�E�?��� !E "�A�A �� �EZ� �	$3A �O��(O� �% �&� "!!E 	A�E !E��	A.� $3A�(�� �EZO $3A�! �O �A.�	 �i� �EZO $3A�! �E ���"800 ��3� ��"E A(�+AU�( �"	E �% .��E .OGA .AE�A� I� �"	E �EZk	�H3� ��AE .AE�E, �.��E �A���O �O �O!O $3A�!O �% "�� @H��?	A.A&� �E �U�	0A ���E��� I� �!E�93�	3� �E �U� !N ����� �E �EZO�A���O �% ��E ?	A��! 4� ?�A! &O!E �� Ul��� &H� !E ��	A.�$3A�(�� $3A�! �A �!�A�J "E&� �U!i��@>J� @���$����O �E ���A .A�&A &H� $3A�! �� (A�mA� 	O� ���" 38 ��3� �� �&�AN @� "!AN.AE��� �& �&�AN ��2� 12 ���.�A I�A�� �� n��AN �% "�A"� &H� 

�� ����E 500 �A�"#� "�O	� D� 750 9X�� "��
�!�A�J �A�� ?�E "M!E �% �A� I�A�% �E 2A�� �!�A�J 	A&!O �� ?	A.A&�"M!E �� ��2A	!A &H� ���" 3,000 9�>�"� ��3� �To�3 �� ._��@>�� ��!E �% ��E &� �&�!E ZA��.3 ��9��O �% ��2� 500 �9�� ��E�E�	&� ���" 15,000 9�>�"� ��3� �U�AN �% �i�A! �!��!E 	A�� ��e3�4� ��"E �O &3A!E �% ��E &� �&�!E ��2� 750 (W@� �Z@ ��?	I���A &O��� I��A ���" &H �� 4��! �O.A!A ���" 25 (W@���e3� 4� ��"A �E�� �AI3 �E "A&� �!��E�E� I�!� "G� ����A �E2A�� 	A&!O �� ?	A.A&� �O �E��E UE ?�@A� �� �G�O @� 0>� 4���"A 6c�!E �E �O�!E �% ��E �	�E' I��.A� ��E .AE�E�

����� �� &���"�Y�A:A� KE� 

	.��@U� �A�A��� �E @�.A" �%��� �� ��E�(� 	 	��qr !A���� �%��� 9�" �� �E��@��! ���J �O@GA �E��q3A�A� 2E3 ���E �UU �O�"�� ���& �O�E. O6 �O��� �% �E���H! �&Es @A� ���& �tA, ��A&�A�.���� ���& �0A!, �����@� �	� ���, ���O�! ���& ��3�A�A, 	�� 2>@Es �>E� 	A�E, �E	Es @A� ���& @�@>,&���� ���& 	 �A�&" ���&�  - 6O3O: ��A���� 

����� �E 	
 �E 
U� �O�� �����O
�A, 4,000 �A�A��� ����AO�O ���E�A 	���A��� ��
�� ��	
�, (���A� ��	
�) P 
?A ��,� 	E ��� ���E�
��� 	
�A
 �E �
��� �� ����AO �O ���M 
E�E �A
�� �H$ �
��� ���� &O��A �� 8UUK� 26 A����U,�A
 	E �O��$ �
��� �� �A��MO
A �Mv�_&� �E �Uw&��9�
EXA �U.�A 	U�� 11P15 ��E 4000 �AGA��' ����AO�O K�,�A�
� �9 	��E��$ �A�A��� �AGA��'&O �� XA�E�E �H	A 1 �	���
 �O K �AE�A$ I	 &O��A �� �������A �AGA��'&O �O 2,500 U�&E +�� �A� �
E �AE�E,�E��� I	 2500 U�&E �A I��E�A� �
 ����E ��L ��&A�A 	��A �H Y&O�� I� 2500 U�&E �E 	E 1500 U�&EU��� XA�E �E E�_� (��Y	 �_�O��M) �
 
� �AE��C
 ��E UE 1000 U�&E �_��M� �
E	� (	���_�	�)�	�� �_��M� X�' �� ��E ���E�E$ �
��� ���� &O��A�� ��� 21 	E 60 K&U �� �A9 ����AO �O �AG���E�A$ �
��� 	
�A
 �� A�,�A
� �E ��A&A �� �
������� &O��A �� ��� �����A
 
A� 8 ��E �� 9,20,590����AO �E 
���iv8� ��&A �H$ ��L 6,63,215����AO �A �AI�� K�E
� ��A �O �&A �H$ 	
�A
�� �U�A��� �
��� ���� &O��A �� ��E 	
�A
 �E 5,110�
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�A����O �% ��E ���A� E�, I���E =>#A
��:#� �� I�#���E5#>= ?O�E �A�?E: ��E�

I/1�UE
A 3� 5-AI� 1�6 �O �E��5�7�O �O �9�:9A ;�9�E �# ���E

नई दिल्ली,(���A� ��	
�): ��F�� �E �0	�� IYg�UE�A;
 8�AI� g�. (E`1E�1) �O �E�
 ��CA ���E�A���E 8�Q�O �O 	"�v"A �
"�E �� ���E� ��E �^1 I	�O�E�
 ��CA ���E�A�� �E E� 	�c�?
 �A
� ���A �9��	�E 	!� 	
�A
�, 	
�A
� 	�A�"A �AV" ;
 �AY�"A�AV" ���� 8�Q�O �O 	"�v"A �
"�E �� ���E� ��E �^1���E�A�� �E 8�Q�O �E 8�A8x� �A+7�"A �]A�E ��	A'-	A' 	�@�I 	E �`A� ;
 [�	� 8�y\"A ��U�A�O �O ���." �
�E �� 	�A� �� �91 	�cv�
 �E ��A+�A �9 �� +�E �E J
A�, JA�	�, 	A�	 �E�E �E �
E�A��,�
�
 �E ��?, �	
��?, '�A�, PzL �+�A ;
 �UJA
�0	�� IYg�UE�A/E`1E�1 	E �U6E �CI �O 	�"E �̂1�A�A��� ��CA ���E�A�� �E ��A �9 �� 3�
A�E �� �7
"��* �9 �E��� 	�� �
 �A+7�"A ;
 �`A� �� U�A��E�� �7
� �^1 8�Q�O �O JA�	"E �A \*�"E 	�� �A�;
 �U�� |��E, I8"E�A� ��E +E ��[�. �O U�`" "
���	E l}��E ;
 �����" 7� 	E 	A�U�-�A�� 	E �A' 2O�E�� ��E \A&O ;
 ��?`A�
�O �O �OM	A��" �
�E �O��A +�A �91 JA	�
, JA�A JA�E 	E ���E ;
 JA�	�E�A \*��E �� �A� �A'O �� 	lA� �
 �O
 ���A +�A �91��� �O+O �E 	A�	 	���2� �CI ��JA� �E 
�E �O, U�	EU�`" �.
� ��AE 
J�E �� 	�A� �� +� �91 �7
" ��	.	�O�E �
 �A8� �A I8"E�A� ���A �A 	�"A �91 	A' ��8�Q�O �E �CAO, �O�� E�
�A ;
 �A
-�A
 \�� �A�E�A�� 	"�O �� �����" 	lA� "'A ��A?V" �E���E��	U���[`" �
�E �� ���E� ��E +E �^1

�� ��	
�, (���A� ��	
�): 8A�

A �_��iYM ���A��� ��
 I�A�� �E �
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��A 
E�E �A�� �M�A	A��E K% �H$ &�A� E� &U�� �E �F�� 	E �� 
�E���A
 �� ���E �A� �� 	A��E �� ��
E �A�E �E ]�A����A�
 �A� 
E 
�$ �A� �E �EMv �O ��A�E �� �J
��O�88 G� �� C
 U	�� ��]v ����A�� U% GA��$��
 �� �A�A� 
�� C
 �EMv �E U	�� 	A��E ��
E�A�E �E ]�A�� ��A 
�$ A�
A-��
� �� ��� �O�O�E �U��	 �O �M�A �� 	J��A 
�$ �U��	 �E �O�AXO
O�� �

 	E �A�� �8Y�� �� �A
 &U�� �A 8��A�E 	E �A�
 ���A�A$ U	E A�E� A���A �E ��
��� _O. �E_�E�A
A���A� �E G��' �
A&A �&A, ��A� _OYM
O �E U	E�R� �O�=� �
 �
&A$ _�	��� (8A�

A) K
����*A �E ��A&A �� �R�� &U�� �� ���A� �	��XA� (30) �� �U
 �
 U% �H$ 8� ���E �E �E�
�O�M�AMj� �� ��E �O�'
� �E GE� �
&A �H$ �U��	A�,�A
� �� �U�A��� 8UUK�� �A�� �E �U��	 �O��A ��A �H �� �	�� �A A��� �F�� 	E ���A
�� 
�A �A$ K8��A �H �� �A�
�A�
� ���A
 �����E �� &U�� �E XU
�@8� ��$ ����A� �U��	�R�� �� ��
��O 	E �J]�A] �
 K�E �� �A�� �

�� �H$

�*�� �E �

A� �% ���E�U
� �E �A� �% �A��E �A�E �E��AA B�A��, ���
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