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New Delhi, August 30 

FINANCE MINISTERNIRMALA 
Sitharaman said the govern 
ment remains commilted to 
bringing India’s public debt 
downto 50% of GDPby 2030, 
even as she pointed out that 
debt levels in some advanced 
economies are significantly 
higher. 

“Addressing the Indian dias- 
pora in Chicago, she said the 
government has also met the 
fiscal-ceficitconsolidation path 
it had st for tsel, including 
achieving the final milestone 
targeted for 2025.26 toreinin 
fiscaldeficitbelow4.5%of GDP 

Inthe Budget for 2025-26, 
the Centre comumitted to cali 
brating annual fiscal defictsin 
amanner that ensuresasteady 
downwardtrajectoryinthedebt 

MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2026 

CONOMY 

On track to cut debt to 
50% of GDP by 2030 FM 

4 fiscal prudence of PM Mod, 

Ourcredit ratings are improv. 
ing Butthat snotbycutingcor 
ners That's not by stoppin the 
resoutces which have togo for 
socialwelfae..]she said High 
lighting India's handling of 
global. supply-chain disrup 
tions Sitharamansaidplanning 

B and government intervention 

keycommodities,ncluding er 
ilisers. “The fetlisershortage 
was ot eltin India becausewe 
manage to keep the markets 
informed about how much we 
would require Thelobalsupply 
shrank. The challenges were 
even greater, ehether it was 
crude il LG orfertilsers she 
said. 

FINANCE MINISTER 

managed to keep markets 
informed about our y 
requirements Z 

atio, aiming to reach around 
509 0fGDP,plus or minus one. 
percentage point, by March 31, 
2031 

ratiowould progressively free 
upfiscalspace orprioritysector 
spending by lowering interest 
paymentobligations. 

‘The finance minister said 
Indi's iscal consolidation has 
beenaccompaniedbyimprove- 
‘ments in the country’s credit 
ratingsand has not come at the 
cost of social wlfare spending. 
“The world has witnessed the 

‘Wehaveset ourselvesacer 
taintarget,whichistobringthe 
borrowing down to the 50% 
levelof GDPby 2030.Therefore, 
Tvill bevorking on that path; 
shesaid. 

A declining debt-to-GDP 

KARTIKEYA DUBE , CHAIRMAN, BP INDIA 

‘Deepwater can boost India’s 

Globalenergy major BR which 
iinvolued in nearly 60%0f 
India'sdomesticas pro- 
ductionacrossteast 
andwestcoasts is 
coaluatingresh deep- 
wateropportunitis 
underthe Open 
Acreage Licensing Pro- 
‘gramme X(OALP X) s the 
‘Sovernment’s 284,084-crore 
Samuda Manthan programme 
secks todraugreaterprivate 
investment iniofronerezplo- 
ration.BPsces the proposed 
sk sharing frameworkasa 
potentialcatalys forespanding 
ltsupstream presence n India, 
withthe Krishna-Godavari, 
Mahanad hira 
basins among theareasfnter 
st Kartikeya Dube,cair- 
man, BPIndl, els Saurav 
Anandinaninterviewhat the 
initiativocould bolster ndia’s 
abiltytoattractlobalcapital 
andfechnologyintooilandgas 
exploration and production, 
Excerps: 

Has the €84,084-crore 
Samudra Manthan pro- 
grammechanged s India 
investment outlook? Could it 
lead tohigherupstream 
investment? 

‘The transformative Samu- 
draManthan schemeactsas 
anenablerand enhances 
opportunitiesfor ustostepup 
participation in India's explo- 
Fation and prodaction sector. 
bpisevaluatingbids underthe 
OALP Xalongwithothercom 
panies fordeepwaterblocks 

The Prime Minister's 

Commerce 
ministry to 
meet exporters 
onlndia-US 
tradeonSep1 
THE COMMERCE MINISTRY 
willmeetwithindustryassoc 
ations and representatives of 
export promtion councils an 
September-on ndia US trade 

Themeatingwillbechared 
by Additonal Secretary i the 
the country's chief negotiator 
forthe ndia USbilateralrade 
agreement (BTA). 

‘The deliberation s impor 
antas Commerce and Indus- 
oy Ministe Piyush Goyal will 
st the US inate September 
tattend theG-20Trade Min- 
isterialin Milwaukee and hold 
bilateral talks with USTR 
ministerial will begin on Sep 
tember 30.The United States 
holds the 2026 G20 prest 
deny. 

“The official said the meet. 
ing s intended to discuss 
recent tradetrends theoveral 
sector-vise performance of 
India-US trade,and the rcent 
developments  in. blateral 
trade. 

Sectors expected tobe rep- 
resented at the meeting 
include pharmaceuticals,engl 
neering, textiles,agriculture, 
chemicals, marine products, 
leather, automobiles, auto 
components, handicrafts, and 
plastis. T 

& 

energy security’ 
announcement of amudra 
Manthan,vith tscxplict 

focuson deepneaterand 
frontier exploration, 
‘marksadecisive 
momentinIndia’s 

deepwateracreage,remainsig- 
nificantlyunderexplored rola 
tivetotheirgeological poten- 
tial Common nfrastructure 
couldlower project costs, sup- 
port monetisation o iscover. 

withONGCexpand beyond 
technical services? 

The collsboration has 
alreadywidened substantiall. 
InFebruary 2025, bpbecame 
thetechnicalservices provider 

effortstocreatea s that mayotherwisesemain | for Mumbai High.Betven 
comperitiveandpro- | sub-economicand helpunlock | Apriland uly2025,bp, 

ductiveupstreamenvi- | theeastcoast’ potential, Relianceand ONGC moved 
ronment It signals theintent 

tomove beyond incremental 
gainsand unlockthenext 
frontierof domestic produc 
tion. 

Deepwater projects require 
advanced technology,high 
tiskcapitalandlongerinvest- 
ment horizons with uncertain 
retuns Therisk sharing 
approach recognises those 
challenges and can encourage 
greaterprivate participation. 

intojoint explorationand 
investment through e 
Saurashtra OALP-IX block.On 
June 25,2026, therelationship 
expanded furtherwhenbpwas 
appointed technicalservices 
providerforONGC'sentire 
Western Offshore Basin,cover- 
ing.13 blocks, s most proliic 
producing region 
Ourworkalongside ONGC 

demonstrates whatcanbe 
achievedswhen deep under 
standingofIndian reservoirsis 
combined withglobal techni- 
caland operational expertise. 
‘Theshared objectiveis to 
improve recovery,enhance 
effciencyand supportsus- 
tained production fromstrate 
glenationalassets 

Could BPtake abiggerrolein 
newexplorationbiocks in 
Indiarather than largely 
remaininga partner? 

Wecontinue tostrengthen 
ourworld-classpartnership 
with Reliance Industries 
across fuel etaling, mobility 
Solutionsand upstream il 
and gas production,contribut. 
IngtoIndia'senergysecurity 
and reducing import depen.- 
dence Inparalilourgrowing. 
collaboration with ONGCasa 
technicalservices provider 
underscores our commitment 
tosupporting development of 
India’s hydrocarbon resources 
acros theesstemandwestern 
offshorebasins. We have lso 
expandedourupstream foot- 

print through thethree viay 
alliance between ONGC, 
Rellanceand bp,which 

successfully participated 
intheOALP-IXbidding 
round Weareactively 
evaluatingopportunities 

inupcomingbid 
dingrounds. 

Whichoffshore basnsoffer 
thebiggestopportunityfor 
BPunderSamudra Manthan? 
Howmanywellscouldyou 
considerdrilling? 
the Kishna Godavarl, 
Mahanadiand Saurashiza 
basins Theseareour 
arcasof predominant 
interest. Samudra 
Manthanissilinthe gy st 
processofbeing 
launched soanycom- | @23 
mentaryon thenum 
berofwellswouldbe Y 

sedimentary 
basin, partc 

Indiawants domesticoiland 
gas production torisefrom 
around 62 MMTOE 050 
MMTOE annually. How. 
quickly can Samudra Man- 
than help? 

Itistooearlytocomment. 
Exploration,discovery,devel 
opmentand finallyproduction 
mustbe completed beforean 
informed estimatecanbe 

ularyits Howfarcan | made. 
deepuater BPspart. ‘Read fulinterviewon 
andultra nership | wufinancialespress.com 

Modi arrives in Kyrgyzstan 

to attend SCO summit 
PRIMEMINISTER NARENDRA 
‘Modion Sundayarrivedin Kyr 
gyzstan,whercheisscheduled 
toatend the Shanghai Coop- 

Ministers of Kyrgyz Republic? 
Ministry of External Affairs 
spokesperson Randhir aiswal 
postedon X.“The SCOSummit 

NCLAT upholds clean slate 
for Sintex industries 
‘The Insolvency Appellate T 
bunal NCLAT has affirmed the 
cleansiate principle”underthe 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code,whichbarsanyattempt o 

reestablish  pre-resolution 
sharcholders' rights, and 
rejected the claims of a share- 
holderofSintexndustres. 

ad 
eration Organisation (SCO) 
summit and hold a series of 
bilateral meetings on theside- 
lines.The prime minister vas 
receivedat theairportby Kasy 
maliev Adylbek Aleshovich, 
chairman of the Cabinet of 
Ministers. 

“PM @narendramodi has 
artived in Bishkek to partici- 
pate n the 26th SCO Leader- 
ship Summit, PMwas received 
by Mr. Adylbek Kasymalicy, 
Chairman of the Cabinet of 

brings together ten Member 
States, fifteen Partner coun- 
tries and two observer coun- 
trics to advance dialogue and 
cooperation on regional and 
globalissuesheadded.  PTI 

Modi was greeted with 
chants of Vande Mataram on 
hisarrivalata hotel. 

Healsovitnessedavibrant 
yogaperformancetothe patri- 
otic beats of Maa T 
Salaam. 
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8-yr-old boy dies after being run over 
by Innova in Bandra; woman arrested 

Police suspect woman was talking over a 
phone call when the incident took place 

healthearebrand which mikes 
‘gummiesoutof real rut 

According othe police the 
incident took place between 
245pmand230pmin rontof 
Jiamata Garden on Joh Bap 

Express News Service 
Mumbai, August 30 

A4SYEAR-OLDwomanwasar- 
restedaferherlnnovCrysiaal- 
legedly hitaneight-year-oldboy 
whilehewascrossingtheroadin 
Bandra Weston Sunday after- 
oo, resingin hisdeath, 

‘Thedeceased was identified 
a5 Ansh Gupta, 8. The accused 
driver has been identified as 
Megha Rawal, 45, a Bandra 
Viest reident, who i a fmess 
conch and nutritionist. She is 
thefounderofMezmocandy.a 

‘whenthelnnova Crystadriven 
by Raal it him. 

Following heaccident, Ansh 
sustained srevous injries and 
was rushed toFoly Family Hos 
pitlforwhero doctorsdeclared 
Himdeadonarnival 

He had sustained grievous 
Injuries o we had rushed him 

vestigating whether the ac- 
cused was using a mobile 
phone while driving vhen the 
accident oceurred. There were 
allgarionsthat the womanwas 
alegedly onaphone call tthe 
timeafthe ncident. 

‘We have identified the 
Woman as Megha Raval, a45- 
year-old woman and we sus- 
pect that she was talking over 
aphonecallwhentheincident 
took place. We are investigat- 
ing the matter” a police 
offcer seid. 

Ravalvasamestedafterthe 
incident and booked under 

MeghaRavalisaftness coach, 
Putritonistand founder of 
Mezmocandy,ahealthcare 
brand. oiese 

toHoly Family Hospital. The 
doctorshaddeclared him dead  underSections 105, 251and 15 
onarrial. The familyof Ansh  of the BNS, along with Section 
‘Gupta s sillshocked”the po- 184 ofthe Motor Vehicles Act, 
licesald. 

The police sald they werein- 
which deals with dangerous 
driving 

‘Hope for amiracle’: Kin await 
news of 67 stranded pilgrims 
Govt:69 from state 
expected toreach 
Mumbai today 
ApoorvaAgashe 
Mumbai, August 0 

ASMANY 67 pilgrims from Ma- 
harashtra who were stranded 
dueto fash floods n Nepal re- 
mained untraceable, with their 
families awating news ofthelr 
lovedones. 

Meanwhile, Maharashira 
sovemmentonSundaysaidthat 
‘69ciizens from the sate had 
erossedfrom China'sKodariIm- 
nigration Centerinto Nepaland 
wereexpecteoreach Mumbai 
by Monday: Earer L ciizens 
were brought back tothe tae. 

“The Ramakrishnan femily 
from Mumbai is among thase 
whosememberswereheadedto 
Tibet o complete thlr Kalas- 
Mansarovas pilgrimage ip be- 

Mansarover pilgrimage. iess 

cente, preparing tocross nto 
Tibe, when theloods hir. 
Fourdays on, their amiles 

areseillwaiing oranswers, 
Ramakrishnan said the 

family has been n touch with 
the Indian, Nepalese and Chi- 
ese embascis. Butthe where- 
abouts and status of the 67 
membersofhe Richa Toursand 
Travels in Nepal and Hillsand 
“Trais in Mumbai emain un- 

forethey went missing. traceabl. 
“AS2lam.Irecoivedamess:  Meenakshi Subramanian 

agefrommybiother-n-awVen.  (60) and her husband Venlara 
Katasaying Weareatthelmmi-  Subramanian (67),a Kandivali 
gration centre at (Nepal), 
ending towards Tibet. He has 
beenuntraceable sincethen,”C 
‘GRamakrishnatold Thelndian 
Bgres. 

based couple had gone tocom- 
plee heir Kilasa- Mansarovar 
pilgrimage trip and their last 
known location is Timure, 
Raswa which s believed tobe. 
theepicenterofthe lash loods 

Ramakrishnan said, We all 
areintouch with the embassies: 
butthey have noupdates orus. 
Fromwhatwegathered fromthe: 
embassiesisthat Raswawasthe 
eplcenterofhefash foods.. We 

ishnarissister, Mie 
ol Subramanan and e 
husband were among the 67 
people whohad travlled tohe 
reglonona pilgrimageledby De 
Milind Chitl. Thegroupuasat 
heTimureborderimmigration 

The Ramakrishnanfarmily from Mumbaiis among those whose 
members were headeto Tibet o completetheir Kallasa- 

66 Their phones 
areeither 

switched offornot 
reachable. We 
understand that 
authorities are trying 
tofind them but we 
arelosing hope a! the 
chances of sus 
Iookmm.“e]usl 
hopeweareproven 
wrongand some 

aretensed and ansioustoknow - Miracle takes place.” 
thestarus and Whereaboutsof  CG RAMAKRISHNA 
ourlovedones TRFHOTESIe 45 SISTERANDHUSBANDARE eitherswichedofTornotreach 
able. Weunderscand that auth- 
ortesaretryingtofind thembut 
we are losing hope as the 
chancesofsurvivallookdim.We 
Justhope we are proven wrong 
‘andsome miracleakes pace.” 

The Thane-based Joshi 
family too has been one of the 
familes that have been valting 
tohear fromtheirloved ones 
Speakingto The Indian Bx 

press, Sachin Joshi, arlatve of 
‘acouplewhohavebeenmising, 
sidthofamiliesof thosemissing 
IntheNepalloodshave formed 
aWhasApp@rouptocoordinate: 
theireflors. 

My relatives, Samir Joshi 
and Aparna Joshi, have been 
missing since the lash loods 
struck Nepalal relatives have 
‘madeawhasappgrouptohave 
coordinaion.”Joshi ai. 

The'Thanebasedcouplehad 

AMONGTHESTMSSIG. 

postedtheirphotwattheTimure 
Immigration centerat 730 am 
on August 26, They looked 50 
happy thatthey had gone othe 
piarimage, Samit had posted 
photowithApamaandthey had 
tated that they are heading o 
‘ards Tibes They werelastseen 
online 823 am on the same 
dayandsincethen we have lost 
all contacts with them.” he 
added. The relatives are using. 

different platformstopostabout 
the missing loved ones. * We 
havemadepostswiththeirpho- 
tosand contact numbers with 
thehopetharwervillgettoknow 
thewhereabouts of ourloved 
onesitisa very emoional mo- 
mentforusand 1am speechiess 
now” Joshiadded. 

‘Don’tassume 2.07 crore 
voters are permanently out’ 
THE DRAFT electoral roll 
under the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) will be pub- 
lished Monday, marking the 
next crucial stage in an exer- 
cise i which 2,07 crore Enu 
meration Forms could not be 
collected. Maharashtra Chicf 
Electoral Officer § Chockal- 
ingam speals to Vallabh 
zarka, explaining what the 

figure means, how the cases 
were clasified and, mostim: 
portanty, what votérs should 
doif their names are missing 
from thedraft. 

Whatshould every voter 
donow that thedraftis 
published? 

My appeal s toevery voter 
tocheckthedraftlectoral ol 
Donotsimplylookatthestate- 
wide number. Check whether 
‘your own name s there and 
whether your detals are cor- 
ect. Ifthe name s missing, 
apply for inclusion. I there i 
an error, seek corection. If 
thereis an issue concerning 
deletion, you can apply to - 
clude yor name by filling in 
Form 6. The draft is not the 
finallst. Thereds a full clims 
and objections process before 
the finalroll. 

‘Whatis the final breakup 
ofthe2.07crore 
Uncollcctable EFs? 

“Thecutegory-wisebrezkup 
175 82lakh bsent/ot found. 
7680 lakh permanently 
shifted, 3481 lakh dead, 1763 
lakh already enrolled else- 
‘whereiduplicateand 22312k 
others. Thedraft ollsare being. 
published on the websites of 
the respective district collec 
tors sothat people can check. 
thelr names. Thelists are also 
beingmade avaiable tobooth 
levelagentsof poliical parties 
through the concerned elec- 
tion authorites. But these are 
various stages of the process. 
We are not claiming 100 per 
centaceuracy at this stage: 

‘Whatverification was 

ancyberween Aadhaarandihe 
voter record, a paper process 

which s not available during 
the normal working hours, Our 

i B | BLOSCamnotnecessaywork hastobe sed 
ANEEEVIEW | 5 pm Manyo our LS 

arevomen, sohere are prac-  fan existing voter finds 
il limtations. theirname missing from 

Thatis why 1 am saying  thedraftwhich form 
, iy these are various stagesof a should they use? 

e (S compicte accuracy at ths  draf thetewilbe one month 
. Isomebody eclsthat  Thereare thieeforms. 

TSTRCHET Corrected s notonly there.  Form 7 s for deletion, and 
TG Sponsibiliy of a few. Every 81 for corection or 

Voter in the constiuency  modifation, 
donebeforethesevoters  should verify and checkthe  An elector whose name 
wereputinthe drat does notappear inthe draft 
Uncollectable category? can”apply for inclusion 

TheBLOswercexpctedlo  Whathappenswhena  through Formoalong vithhe 
visitthe lectorat castonce  voterisregisteredintwo  prescribed declaration and 
and i notfound,thice. Afir  plasesor mappingshiows  Supporcing.documents. 1 
hat,dependingon whatvas  anotherreglstration?  there s corecton required 
established, the case was car.  Thesystemhascentralised  in an entry, Form § can be 
egorised. If somebody isab-  mapping. But mapping does used.Ifanelectorwans oab- 

ot found, wesimply do ot mean that every casecan  ject to inclusion of an entry, 
ot know what has happened simply be branded as deliber-  thatis. fordeleton, Form 7car, 
tothatperson. The personuay  ate duplication. beused. 
haveshifted somewhereclse  Supposeapersonhasareg- 
or he may be absent due to istration in Maharashtraand  Whatis the biggest 
Someother reason. Inthecase  there s another record some-  misconception about the 
of permanently shifted, we  where clse. The system can 2,07 crore figure? 
have informationthatthepper-  idenify the mapping, butan  The bigsest misconception 
son has actually moved from 
that address. For deceased 
cases, we depend on the rec- 
ordsavailable tous,including 
official death records like 
death centificates or reports 
from family members. Foral- 
ready enrolled elsewhere/du- 
plcate, the person'snamelsal- 
feady present in another 
Assembly Constituency else- 

individual case may stll 
requireveriicationoran ndi- 
vidualapplication. You cannot 
simply delete somebody's 
‘name without following the 
prescribed process Ifthere sa 
confirmed duplicat registra- 
ton,theduplicate entry willbe: 
cancelld. 

is o look 207 crore as the 
umber ofpéople who will be: 

deleted. Atound 17 lakh had 
namesin morethanone place, 
hence, deletion at one place 
does not mean that person s 
removed from the entire clc- 
toral roll. Their name may be: 
elsewhere too.Secondly.look- 
g at this number as very 
high. Atound 34 lakhs are ‘Whatabout existingvoters 

whereintheclectoral rol. The — who were studying or found to be dead, removal of 
provisionallistsare beingpub-  working abroad or thelr name is nothing but 
lished. BLOS wereinsiruciedio — temporarily outside clearing o rolls. Wht i rel- 
velty such Informacion and  Maharashtra during. evant s whether very person 
obtain Forms 6or 8 from eli-  enumeration? who s eligible to be on the 

electoral ol i there. 
Thatis why we have pro- 

vided muliple opportuniis: 
publication of the expected 
deletions with reasons, publi- 
cationofthedraftrollandthen 
theclaimsand objections pro- 

The objective is o ensure. 
thateveryone wholseligibleto 
beontherollsthere. 

elbleclectorswhereter necess 
ary: 

Their belng away during 
theenumeration exercisedoes 
not mean that they should 
simplylose thir right o beon 
the lectoral ol They should 
check the draft. If they find 
tha thelr name is missing 
they can use the claims pro- 
cess. There isalso an online 
‘mechanism for applications. 
However, ifthere i adiscrep 

‘Could genuine voters have 
beenwrongly classifiedas 
Uncollectable? 
“There can be practical is- 

sues. In urban areas, for 
example, some people come 
home oniy after 230 or § pm. 
‘There is a huge population 

Schoolstudents tage asitin protestinfrontof the main dais of the 
Thane Municipal Corporation. s st 

Students protest over not receiving 
medals at Thane marathon 
‘Severalschool students whotook partin the -k raceatthe 
‘32nd Thane Mayor Varsha Marathon on Sundaysatin front 
of themainstageand raised slogans demanding medals. 
‘The marathon wasorganised by the Thane Municipal Cor- 
porationand Thane District Ahletics Association. The pro- 
testtookplace when senior Thane Municipal Corporation 
officals, including Additional Municipal Commissioner 
‘Manish Joshi,were on the stage. Thestudents were ater told 
thatmedalsand certificates would begiven (o themat their 
schools. They then ended the protest. Medals had nitially 
‘been kept forthe21-km runners. Somestudens aking part 
inthe3-kmrace werealsogiven medals, after which there 
‘werenot enoughmedals foreveryone. 

3mendrownat  FIR oversharing 
creekinThane  clashvideos 
THREE MEN drowned ina  THEKALACHOWKIE police 
creckatRetibunderin  haveregisteredanFIR 
Mumbra on Sunday after- 
noon. The deceased have 
beenidentifiedas Alam. 
Sayyed and Rizwan 
Sayyed, both aged 42, and 
30-year-old Sahil 
Polandas. All three were 
residents of Thakurpada 
in Mumbra. The incident 
wasreportedat3.08 pm. 
The three men had 
entered the creek toswim 

againstoperatorsofseveral 
Instagramaccounts foralleg- 
ediycirculatingreelsandsi 
deosofaclashthat police 
suspectcouldleadtocom- 
‘munaltensions.Accordingto 
theFIR oneofthevideos 
showedtwopeoplebeing 
confronted by policeperson- 
nelastheyatiemptedtocon- 
rolthesituatlon, Policesaid 
thevideowas accompanied 

but drowned after bycaptionsand othercon 
misjudging the water tentthatcould inflamecom- 
depth. munalsentiments. ENS 
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