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As DU stands firm, no end to
impasse on Stephen’s entries

Sadia Akhtar
sadia akhtar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Amid an ongoing
tussle between Delhi University
(DU) and St Stephen’s College
over conducting interviews for
admissions, DU officials on Fri-
day said that the varsity is firm
on its decision that admissions
for unreserved seats should be
solely based on the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) scores.

DU registrar Vikas Gupta
said that the varsity will write
to the college on Monday and
maintained that the university
will not accept admissions con-
ducted in violation of its admis-
sion policy.

“We will write to the college
on Monday and inform them
that it needs to follow the
admission process of the uni-
versity. Our stand is the same
as before. Admission to unre-
served seats needs to be done
through CUET scores alone.
There will be no interview
component for general seats.
Admission in violation of DU’s.
policy will not be accepted,”
said Gupta.

DU and St Stephen’s College
has been at loggerheads over
the 2022-23 admission policy.
While DU's new policy seeks
doing away with interviews
and considering only the CUET

An elusive common ground

BACK AND FORTH

March 22: DU's academic council passes a
proposal making CUET score the sole criteria
for UG admissions in al colleges.

admission polcy, seeks response by April 19,

April 20: St Stephen's college writes to DU,

says it has the right to proceed with
d it

March 31: DU vice chancellor Yogesh Singh
confirms receiving a request from St
Stephen's to continue with the practice of
holding interviews for UG admissions,
giving it 15% weightage.

April 5: DU releases 2022-23 admission
policy, under which admissions to 50%
unreserved seats will only be on the basis of
the CUET score. Admission to the reserved
seats will require 85% weightage to CUET
score and 15% weightage for interviews
April 11: 5t Stephen’s College sticks toits.
ground, notifes that 15% weightage wil be
for interviews in all admissions.

April 16: DU asks college to comply with

policy
as aminority nstitution.

May 9: DU registrar writes to Stephen's,
seeks compliance with admission policy.
May 23: Stephen's releases prospectus,
sticks to the 8515 weightage formula.

May 24: DU warns it will declare “null and
void" all admissions made by St Stephen’s in
violation of the CUET guidelines.

May 26: St Stephen’s College requests
DU registrar to reconsider the
university's position.

May 27: DU, however, stays firm on its
decision to annul admissions in violation
of its admission policy.

score for admissions to 50%
unreserved seats, St Stephen’s
insists on giving 15% weightage
to interviews for all admis-

sions.
Earlier on Thursday, St Ste-

Doorstep vax drive
restarted in bid to
cover all residents

Soumya Pillai
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: To ensure full cov-
erage of the two-set Covid-19 vac-
cinations before moving on to
the precautionary doses, the
Delhi government has restarted
a door-to-door campaign to
identify people who are yet to get
their first and second doses and
bring them under the vaccina-
tion net, senior government offi-
cials said on Friday.

Senior officials of the Delhi
government's health department
said that while the city has
recorded 100% coverage of the
first vaccine dose, around 10-15%
of the eligible population were
yet to take their second dose.

“We have started training our
Asha and Anganwadi workers,
along with our teams at the dis-
trict levels, so that they can pay
door-to-door visits to make a list
of the people who are yet to get
their first and second Covid
doses. We want to take into
account that there would still be
people who are not part of the
city’s registered population list
and might not have received
even their first vaccine shot,”
said a senior health official, ask-
ing not to be named.

Officials said the provision of

\‘l

Some people may
not be part of the
registered
population list and
may not have
received even their
first vaccine shot.
HEALTH OFFICIAL

at-home vaccination will be
made available for senior citi-
zens and the differently abled,
and special camps will be set up
near residential areas for the
others. The drive will continue
till June end, after which the
administration will again carry
out an assessment.

Currently, vaccinations are
available for those above 12 years
of age in the Capital.

Data from the government's
CoWin dashboard shows that
Delhi so far has administered
18,045,535 first doses of Covid
and 15,050,327 second doses.
Around 1,087,131 people in the
Capital have also received their
booster doses, according to gov-
ernment data.

HC restrains website
from using HT Media
Limited domain name

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has restrained a rogue website
from using a deceptively similar
domain as that of Hindustan
Times (HT), saying the former
intends to encash on the goodwill
of HT Media Limited.

On May 24, justice Prathiba M
Singh restrained the use of
‘www.hindustantimes.tech, com-
prising the words “Hindustan
Times” till the next date of hear-
ing (September 22), after HT
Media moved court seeking
directions to stop the website
from using their copyrighted
name.

Granting ex-parte reliefto HT,
the court also restrained the own-
ers of the website www.hindu-
stantimes.tech from publishing
any content, including articles,
stories, columns, reviews, etc. in
violation of HT Media’s
copyright.

HT Media Limited, in its plea,

THE COURT ALSO
RESTRAINED THE
OWNERS OF THE
ROGUE WEBSITE
FROM PUBLISHING
ANY CONTENT IN
VIOLATION OF HT
MEDIA’S
COPYRIGHT

Media Limited) made outa prima
facie case for the grant of an
ex-parte ad interim injunction in
their favour, the court said that
irreparable loss and injury would
be caused to the plaintiffs if the
injunction was not granted in
their favour.

“Hindustan Times' s the regis-
tered trademark of the plaintiffs.
‘The plaintiffs command a global
viewership and the reputation of
one of India’s oldest newspapers.
The manner in which the mark/
name ‘Hindustan Times’ has
pam ! .

contended that the

offered services identical to those
offered by HT Media.

Italleged that the said website
‘was also engaged in reproducing,
publishing, and making available
news, articles, stories and col-
umns created and published by
the plaintiffs (HT Media Limited)
on their website www.hindustan-
times.com.

Saying that the plaintiffs (HT

leaves no manner of doubt in the
mind of the court that defendant
number one intends to misuse
the said mark as also the content
which s published by the plain-
{iffs (HT Media Limited) on their
website,” the judge said in the
order dated May 24.

‘The court granted 30 days to
the defendants to reply to the
summons.

phen’s College principal John
Varghese wrote to DU, refusing
to do away with the interview
process for all candidates,
maintaining that it will con-
tinue to “retain its stellar, tried,

davp 34106/12/0010/2223

and trusted interview process”
for admissions.

Varghese also pointed out
that the Constitution bench of
the Supreme Court in 1992 had
stated “St Stephen’s, as a Chris-

tian minority institution, has
its own admission procedures
approved by the highest court
in the land and guaranteed by
the Constitution of India.”

On Tuesday, DU had
informed St Stephen’s that it
will annul all admissions made
by the college in violation of
the CUET guidelines, in
response to a prospectus
released by the institute. In the
prospectus, the college stated
that it will adopt give 85%
weightage to CUET scores and
15% to personal interviews.

As per the prevailing policy,
50% of seats in minority col-
leges are reserved for students

ing to the i

Consider hiking fine
on vector breeding to
350k: HC to state govt

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
‘hasasked the Delhi o

date,” said the bench in its order.
Agreeing with the suggestion of
the amicus curiae that the efficacy
of the system of imposition of fines
would b letely

explore the possibility of hiking
the fine for every violation that
leads to mosquito breeding from
35,000 to 350,000.

On May 20, a bench of acting
chiefjustice Vipi i and jus-

lost,if fines are not imposed on the
spot, the court also said,
entirely agree with him... We may
also notice that mere challaning
the violators and those found
guilty of allowing ito breed-

tice Jasmeet Singh, while hearing
asuomotu pleaon the increasing
mosquito infestation in the city,
alsoasked authorities to examine
ol ;

ing on their premises, would only
lead to the explosion of such cases
inthe courts, adding to the already
existing heavy burdens that the

pot fines
to create deterrence in the minds
of the people who allow mosquito
breeding on their premises.

‘The court observed that the effi-
cacy of the system of imposing
fines as a deterrent will be lost if
fines are not i d on the spot.

which runs the institution.

St Stephen’s College and
Jesus and Mary College are two
Christian minority institutions
under Delhi University. St Ste-
phen’s is the only college in DU
that conducts interviews for
admitting students. The college
has maintained that it reserves
the right to admit students as
per its own admission policy
given that it is a minority insti-
tution.

The college first issued a cir-
cular in April stating that it will
provide admissions based on
the 85:15 formula for all seat
categories, which led to the
ongoing tussle with the univer-
sity.

“In our view, the Delhi govern-
‘ment should seriously examine
the proposal for imposition of
fines—on the spot, if a deterrence
has to be created in the minds of
the people to not allow mosquito
breedingin their premises. We are
also of the view that where institu-
tionsare found guilty of such con-
duct, the quantum of fine should
not be limited to merely 5,000,
and should be fixed at ¥50,000.
The GNCTD (Delhi government)
level and respond on the next

courts have to deal
with”

‘The courtalso directed all local
bodies, authorities, and depart-
ments tostrictly comply with and
fulfil their respective obligationsin
terms of the common protocol
evolved for the prevention and
control of vector-borne diseases.

“They shall all remain bound by
the said common protocol. Failure
to comply with the same, and
Tapses in i ion of the

05

100K TAKE TRIPS ON
DELHI E-BUSES IN 3
DAYS SINCE LAUNCH

NEW DELHI:  Around 100,000
commuters hopped on to Delhi's
electric buses between Tuesday
and Friday, the three days when
trips on the newly launched vehi-
cles were free, said state govern-
mentofficials aware of the matter.

As Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal flagged off 150 e-buses on
May 24, the state government
announced free travel on these
vehicles for three days, in a bid to
promote clean mobility.

MLAs, along with the top-brass
of Delhi's transport department,
took rides in the e-buses over the
last three days to review the facili-
tiesas well.

State transport minister Kailash
Gahlot said of the 100,000 passen-
gers, 40% were women.

“About 12,000 people travelled
on the first day [May 24]. About
28,000 people travelled the next
day, and about 52,000 took rips
on e-buses on May 26,” Gahlot
said.

Govt okays projects to
strengthen 16 key roads
Meanwhile, the state government

common protocol shall be viewed
seriously, and the chief executive
officers of the other local bodies/
authorities shall be personally
held liable for the same,” it said.

It granted four weeks to the
Delhi Jal Board to file a “calendar
of activities” to prevent mosquito
infestation.

on Friday also approved projects
‘worth over 216 crore to strengthen
16 key roads in the city, including
one in front of the Akshardham
Templeand Metro station, to ease
travel between Noida and Delhi.
‘The projects were approved by
deputy chief minister Manish Siso-
dia, whoalso holds the state Public
‘Works Department portfolio. HTC
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