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Nearly two years ago, Ranjeet
Pratap Singh, founder and CEO
of self-publishing platform

Pratilipi, was handed a report. It was a
Google Analytics snapshot, which gave
him an overview of the platform’s user
base. It revealed over 50 per cent of the
user base were women in the age bracket
of 18-30 and they lived primarily in metros.
Everything in this report was unexpected. 

To understand why it was unusual,
let’s explain what Pratilipi does. 

Pratilipi deals primarily in Indian lan-
guages — nothing is in English. The com-
pany encourages both well-known and
less-known writers to upload their e-books
on Pratilipi. It then reaches out to readers
and entices them to read some long-form
fiction. These stories can be in any Indian
language. A reader gets through one story,
then another, then another and before
he/she realises it, reading on Pratilipi
becomes part of his/her habit. 

Now, replace stories with memes and
jokes and you’ll be looking at popular
social media platform ShareChat. Replace
stories with news and you have DailyHunt.
Replace stories with 15-second cheesy
video content and you get TikTok.
Essentially, smart content with immense
potential to be viral and a customer base
that is uncomfortable in English — it is
the universe that Pratilipi exists in. 

Even though Pratilipi, in concept,
exists in that shared universe, it is differ-

ent. All of its Indian language peers cater
primarily for the audience in tier II, III and
IV citiies/towns. But for Pratilipi, it is dif-
ferent — it bucks the trend. 

In India, internet access slants towards
men as 80 users are men. If the content is
not in English, the audience is probably
outside metros. That’s not what’s happen-
ing in Pratilipi’s case.  “It was not just sur-
prising to us but also to our investors.
Except for Omidyar Network because it
had also invested in DailyHunt and saw a
similar trend,” says Singh. 

Pratilipi has raised $20 million in the
last four years with the latest coming via
Qiming Venture Partners, which led a $15-
million Series B round. Omidyar Network,
Nexus Venture Partners, Shunwei Capital
and others also participated. 

Pratilipi, founded by Singh, Sahradayi
Modi, Prashant Gupta (he is no longer with
the start-up), Rahul Ranjan, and
Sankaranarayanan Devarajan, was
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Pratilipi is targeting a specific kind
of audience and this audience is
large. It is collecting a lot of
content and a lot of its content is
high-quality, visibly timeless
literature. India has lost an
opportunity in terms of reading.
Indian youth were trained to
become engineers and take jobs
and not read. But it is changing.

The audience is now turning to

reading and reading in your own
language is easier. And this is not
just language, it is also culture.
Most English content is written
from a Western point of view and
people can’t relate to it. There is so
much literature that is unread by
today’s youth who can discover
that via Pratilipi.

Over the last five years, people
in tier II India have discovered the
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ANAND LUNIA, 
Founding Partner,
India Quotient

EXPERT
TAKE Pratilipi helps discover unread literature

Pratilipi, self-publishing
platform in Indian
languages, has few
competitors so far but it
may not be for long,
writes Patanjali Pahwa

From left: Ranjeet Pratap Singh, Sahradayi Modi, Rahul 
Sankaranarayanan Devarajan, founders of Pratilipi

Building content

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL, AHMEDABAD
Company Application No. CA (CAA) No.69/NCLT/AHM/2019 in 

CA(CAA) No.15/NCLT/AHM/ 2019

FORM NO. NCLT 3A
ADVERTISEMENT DETAILING PETITION

(See rule 35 of the National Company Law Tribunal Rules, 2016)

Notice is hereby given that the following share c
its Registered Office at 4E, Surya Towers, S.P.
in the name of (details below) have been lost a
lieu thereof has been made to the Registrars K
31-32, Gachibowli | Financial District, Nanakra
Email Id :murthy.psrch@karvy.com, to whom o
the date of this publication. The public are cautio

CIN No: L15440TG1983PLC004363; 4E, Su
Ph No: 040-44363322; Fax No: 040-2

S.NO FOLIO NO NAME
Aniket Rajesh Shah

Rajesh Gautamlal 
Shah
Padma Gautamlal 
Shah
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BAMBINO AGRO IN

RAS RESORTS AND APART

HOTELS LTD.

Registered Office: Rosewood Chambers,

99/C, Tulsiwadi, Tardeo, Mumbai – 400034

CIN No: L45200MH1985PLC035044

Tel :022-4321 6600

Fax No : 4321 6648,23526325

Email:companysecretary@rasresor ts.com

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Meeting o

the Board of Directors will be held o

Wednesday, 14
th

 August, 2019 interalia to

consider and to approve the Unaudited

Financial Results for the quarter ended 30
t

June, 2019. The notice of the aforesaid

meeting is available on our  website o

following link:

h t t p : / / w w w . r r a h l . c o m

announcements.htm

For RAS RESORTS AND APART HOTELS LTD

Vishamber Shewakraman

Managing Directo

DIN : 00021163

Dated: 29
th

 June, 2019
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