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"Unfortunate and irresponsible": SC on unproven
media theories over Air India Ahmedabad crash

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday took a dim
view of the various baseless
theories being floated in the
media over what went wrong
with the Gatwick-bound Air
India flight that crashed near
the Ahmedabad airport on
June 12, killing 260 people.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
termed such misrepresenta-
tion of the tragic accident as
an "unfortunate and irre-
sponsible kind of behaviour"
and expressed concern over
the premature conclusions
being drawn in the public
domain.

The Court was hearing a
plea filed by Safety Matters
Foundation, an NGO focused
on aviation safety, which has
sought a transparent, fair,
independent, and expeditious
inquiry into the crash.
Appearing on behalf of the
petitioner, Advocate Prashant
Bhushan flagged serious con-
cerns over the inadequacy of
the preliminary investigation

conducted so far.
Bhushan argued that

more than 100 days after the
crash, the public remains in
the dark about what went
wrong, putting passengers of

similar aircraft models at
risk. He expressed particular
concern about the composi-
tion of the current five-mem-
ber investigation team--three
of whom are from the

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the very
body whose own role in
ensuring airworthiness may
come under scrutiny.

He questioned the credi-

bility of such an internal
investigation and cited Rule
12, which allows for a judicial
inquiry in the event of such
accidents. "How can officers
investigate their own possible
negligence?" he asked.

The bench acknowledged
the call for transparency but
cautioned against selective
leaks or premature public
disclosure of technical
details, asking, "Why are they
asking so many things to
come in public domain?"

The Court noted that con-
fidentiality must be preserved
until the investigation is com-
plete to avoid misinformation
and misinterpretation.
Bhushan, however, stressed
that there was "no object of
privacy" here, since the iden-
tities of the pilots, passen-
gers, and staff are already
publicly known. He said that
the absence of a comprehen-
sive report was fuelling spec-
ulation. Referring to an inde-
pendent podcast titled Airline
Matters, Bhushan said that
several aviation professionals

had pointed to a possible
electrical system failure as
the cause of the crash.

He also raised concern
about a line in the report
where one pilot allegedly
asked the other, "Why did you
cut off fuel?" and the other
responded, "I didn't."
Bhushan argued that this
ambiguous sentence was
being interpreted in the
media as pilot error, unfairly
shifting blame without tech-
nical backing.

Considering the submis-
sions, the Court opined that
maintaining confidentiality
during the investigation is
essential, but also clarified
that the conclusions must
eventually be brought into
the public domain. The
Court has issued notice to
the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the DGCA, to
the limited extent of the
plea seeking to ensure that
an independent, fair and
expeditious probe into the
crash.The matter will next
be heard after the govern-

PM Modi congratulates Ujjwala bene-
ficiaries after Centre approves
release of 25 lakh additional LPG
connections under PMUY scheme
NEW DELHI : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday
extended greetings to women beneficiaries after the Centre
approved the release of 25 lakh additional LPG connections
under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) during the
Financial Year 2025-26, a press release from the Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas said. "On the auspicious occasion of
Navratri, I extend my best wishes to all mothers and sisters
joining the Ujjwala family. This step not only brings them joy
during this sacred festival but also strengthens our resolve
towards women's empowerment," PM Modi wrote on 'X'.

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep
Singh Puri, on Monday announced that the Centre will distrib-
ute 25 lakh free LPG connections under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) on the occasion of Navratri.

Sharing an X post, the Union Minister said that this will
take the total number of LPG connections to 10.60 crore.
"Expansion of Ujjwala Families. A Great Gift to Women's
Power! With the auspicious beginning of Navratri, the gift of 25
lakhs new free PM Ujjwala connections is yet another proof
that PM Narendra Modi ji honours women just like Goddess
Durga ji. This decision further strengthens our resolve for the
respect and empowerment of mothers and sisters," Hardeep
Puri wrote.The Minister informed that the government will
spend Rs 2050 on each of the 25 lakh new LPG connections.
He added, "Now, the number of Ujjwala family members will
increase to 10.60 crore. The Government of India will spend Rs
2,050 on each connection, so that beneficiaries can get free
LPG cylinders along with gas stoves, regulators, etc., for free."
Lauding the Prime Minister for the scheme, he said that the
idea of 'Shakti' is reflected in his decisions. "The power of the
Devi Maa is present in the form of women on Earth. In Indian
culture, too, women are considered the embodiment of
'Shakti'. During Navratri, we worship the nine forms of Maa
Durga, which symbolise women's power. The same spirit is
clearly reflected in Modi ji's intentions and schemes," he
wrote.Referring to the Union Cabinet's decision last month,
Hardeep Puri noted that the Centre is providing a Rs 300 sub-
sidy for over 10.33 crore cylinders, which can be refilled for Rs
553.The Union Minister hailed the scheme and called it a
"torch of a massive revolution". Puri wrote, "The Ujjwala
scheme, emerging as one of the most impactful social welfare
programs in India, is a living example of respect and empow-
erment for women. The Ujjwala scheme has not only bright-
ened kitchens but has also illuminated the future of entire
families, mothers, and sisters. It is not just a scheme; it.

Centre extends ban on National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (K) for 5 more years under UAPA

NEW DELHI : Union Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) on
Monday extended the ban on
the National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (Khaplang)
[NSCN (K)] and all its fac-
tions, wings and front organ-
isations for the next five

years.The extension of the
ban was implemented with
immediate effect for a period
of five years starting
September 28, 2025, under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA), says an MHA notifi-

cation, pointing out the out-
fits' declaration as an
"unlawful association".

The decision comes in
view of the outfit's continued
involvement in violent, anti-
national and criminal activi-
ties.

As per the notification,
NSCN (K) has openly declared
its aim to establish a sover-
eign Nagaland by carving out
Naga-inhabited areas of
India and Myanmar through
secession from the Union of
India. The group has been
accused of aligning itself with
other banned outfits such as
ULFA(I), PREPAK and PLA,
and of engaging in kidnap-
ping, extortion, and procure-
ment of arms with the help of
anti-India forces abroad.

During the period
between September 28, 2020
and April 30, 2025, security
forces and police actions
against the group resulted in
the killing of 13 of its cadres,
mentions the notification.

Authorities registered 71
criminal cases against the
members of NSCN (K), filed
56 charge sheets, and prose-
cuted 35 cadres.Additionally,
85 cadres were arrested, 69
surrendered, and 51.

other criminal incidents
were linked to the outfit.

Large quantities of arms and
explosives were also recov-
ered, including 69 weapons,
52 magazines, 931 live
rounds, 10 grenades, 150
detonators, and over two
kilograms of explosive mate-
rials.The state governments
of Nagaland, Manipur and
Arunachal Pradesh had.

Delhi riots case: SC notice to Delhi police on pleas
of Sharjeel Imam, Umar Khalid seeking bail

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday issued
notice to the Delhi police on
pleas of Sharjeel Imam,
Umar Khalid, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider and
Shifa Ur Rehman challenging
the Delhi High Court order,
which denied them bail in the
UAPA case linked to the
alleged larger conspiracy
behind the 2020 north-east
Delhi riots.

A bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and NV
Anjaria posted the matter for
hearing on October 27.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said they are
students and have been in jail

for over five years.
"Yes we will hear you and

dispose it of... issue notice in
all," the bench ordered.

The Delhi High Court on
September 2 denied bail to
Imam, Khalid and seven oth-
ers - Mohd Saleem Khan,
Shifa Ur Rehman, Athar
Khan, Meeran Haider,
Shadab Ahmed, Abdul Khalid
Saifi and Gulfisha Fatima.

On September 2, the bail
plea of another accused
Tasleem Ahmed was rejected
by a different High Court
bench.

Delhi Police had opposed
their bail pleas, saying it was
not a case of spontaneous

riots but a case where riots
were "planned well in
advance" with a "sinister
motive and well-thought-out
conspiracy".

The High Court had
observed that prima facie,
the role of Imam and Khalid
in the entire conspiracy was
"grave", having delivered
inflammatory speeches on
communal lines to "instigate
mass mobilisation of mem-
bers of the Muslim communi-
ty."

They sought bail from the
apex court in the larger con-
spiracy case under the strin-
gent provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in
the Delhi riots case in
February 2020.

In 2020, the Delhi police
arrested Imam under the
UAPA and named him the
main conspirator behind the
Delhi riots case.

The violence had erupted
during the protests against
the then-proposed
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and National Register
of Citizens (NRC) and had left
53 people dead and over 700
injured. 

Gujarat: Amit
Shah unveils
statues of RDC
Bank Ex-
Chairmen
RAJKOT : Union Home
Minister Amit Shah asserted
that the Centre has provided
whatever assistance is
required for the Ministry of
Cooperation. He urged the
farmers to move towards
organic farming.

He unveiled statues of
Shri Rajkot District Co-
Operative Bank Ltd. (RDC)
Bank Ex-Chairman
Vallabhbhai Patel and
Vitthalbhai Radadiya at
Vitthalbhai Radadiya District
Bank Building, Rajkot, on
Monday.

Amit Shah said, "Until
now, no government had
considered the cooperative
sector, but in 2021, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
established a separate
Ministry of Cooperation for
the first time. We provide
whatever assistance is need-
ed from this ministry, and
Rajkot has consistently
achieved exceptional results
in this area and has even
won awards."Interacting
with farmers, Amit Shah said
that organic farming will
fetch better prices for them
in the future.Amit Shah fur-
ther said, "Reducing the use
of fertilisers and urea will
further revitalise our agricul-
ture, and organic.

Rahul Gandhi urges PM Modi to immediately announce
comprehensive flood relief package for Punjab
NEW DELHI : Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday again urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to immediately announce a
comprehensive relief package for Punjab fol-
lowing devastation caused by floods in the
state. The Congress leader, who had written a
letter to PM Modi earlier, said Punjab has suf-
fered losses of "nearly Rs 20,000 crore" due to
the floods, and the initial relief package of Rs
1600 crore announced by PM Modi is an
"injustice" to the people of Punjab.

"Lakhs of homes have been uprooted,
crops over more than 4 lakh acres have been
ruined, and a large number of animals have
been swept away. Yet the people of Punjab
have shown remarkable courage and spirit. I
am fully confident that they will once again
help Punjab regain its momentum--they just
need support and strength. I urge the Prime

Minister once again to immediately announce
a comprehensive relief package," Rahul
Gandhi said in a post on X.Rahul Gandhi had,
on September 16, written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seeking a compre-
hensive relief package for Punjab, stating that
the state has suffered an estimated loss of at
least Rs 20,000 crore due to floods and Rs
1,600 crore initial relief announced by the
union government "does grave injustice" to
the people of the state.Recalling his visit to the
state, Rahul Gandhi, who is Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, said he witnessed
shocking devastation and its human cost. He
said over four lakh acres of paddy crop have
destroyed, and over 10 lakh animals have per-
ished.The Congress leader said that in this
hour of need of Punjab, the Centre and people
of the country must reassure every .
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"Unfortunate and irresponsible": SC on unproven
media theories over Air India Ahmedabad crash

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday took a dim
view of the various baseless
theories being floated in the
media over what went wrong
with the Gatwick-bound Air
India flight that crashed near
the Ahmedabad airport on
June 12, killing 260 people.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
termed such misrepresenta-
tion of the tragic accident as
an "unfortunate and irre-
sponsible kind of behaviour"
and expressed concern over
the premature conclusions
being drawn in the public
domain.

The Court was hearing a
plea filed by Safety Matters
Foundation, an NGO focused
on aviation safety, which has
sought a transparent, fair,
independent, and expeditious
inquiry into the crash.
Appearing on behalf of the
petitioner, Advocate Prashant
Bhushan flagged serious con-
cerns over the inadequacy of
the preliminary investigation

conducted so far.
Bhushan argued that

more than 100 days after the
crash, the public remains in
the dark about what went
wrong, putting passengers of

similar aircraft models at
risk. He expressed particular
concern about the composi-
tion of the current five-mem-
ber investigation team--three
of whom are from the

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the very
body whose own role in
ensuring airworthiness may
come under scrutiny.

He questioned the credi-

bility of such an internal
investigation and cited Rule
12, which allows for a judicial
inquiry in the event of such
accidents. "How can officers
investigate their own possible
negligence?" he asked.

The bench acknowledged
the call for transparency but
cautioned against selective
leaks or premature public
disclosure of technical
details, asking, "Why are they
asking so many things to
come in public domain?"

The Court noted that con-
fidentiality must be preserved
until the investigation is com-
plete to avoid misinformation
and misinterpretation.
Bhushan, however, stressed
that there was "no object of
privacy" here, since the iden-
tities of the pilots, passen-
gers, and staff are already
publicly known. He said that
the absence of a comprehen-
sive report was fuelling spec-
ulation. Referring to an inde-
pendent podcast titled Airline
Matters, Bhushan said that
several aviation professionals

had pointed to a possible
electrical system failure as
the cause of the crash.

He also raised concern
about a line in the report
where one pilot allegedly
asked the other, "Why did you
cut off fuel?" and the other
responded, "I didn't."
Bhushan argued that this
ambiguous sentence was
being interpreted in the
media as pilot error, unfairly
shifting blame without tech-
nical backing.

Considering the submis-
sions, the Court opined that
maintaining confidentiality
during the investigation is
essential, but also clarified
that the conclusions must
eventually be brought into
the public domain. The
Court has issued notice to
the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the DGCA, to
the limited extent of the
plea seeking to ensure that
an independent, fair and
expeditious probe into the
crash.The matter will next
be heard after the govern-

PM Modi congratulates Ujjwala bene-
ficiaries after Centre approves
release of 25 lakh additional LPG
connections under PMUY scheme
NEW DELHI : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday
extended greetings to women beneficiaries after the Centre
approved the release of 25 lakh additional LPG connections
under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) during the
Financial Year 2025-26, a press release from the Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas said. "On the auspicious occasion of
Navratri, I extend my best wishes to all mothers and sisters
joining the Ujjwala family. This step not only brings them joy
during this sacred festival but also strengthens our resolve
towards women's empowerment," PM Modi wrote on 'X'.

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep
Singh Puri, on Monday announced that the Centre will distrib-
ute 25 lakh free LPG connections under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) on the occasion of Navratri.

Sharing an X post, the Union Minister said that this will
take the total number of LPG connections to 10.60 crore.
"Expansion of Ujjwala Families. A Great Gift to Women's
Power! With the auspicious beginning of Navratri, the gift of 25
lakhs new free PM Ujjwala connections is yet another proof
that PM Narendra Modi ji honours women just like Goddess
Durga ji. This decision further strengthens our resolve for the
respect and empowerment of mothers and sisters," Hardeep
Puri wrote.The Minister informed that the government will
spend Rs 2050 on each of the 25 lakh new LPG connections.
He added, "Now, the number of Ujjwala family members will
increase to 10.60 crore. The Government of India will spend Rs
2,050 on each connection, so that beneficiaries can get free
LPG cylinders along with gas stoves, regulators, etc., for free."
Lauding the Prime Minister for the scheme, he said that the
idea of 'Shakti' is reflected in his decisions. "The power of the
Devi Maa is present in the form of women on Earth. In Indian
culture, too, women are considered the embodiment of
'Shakti'. During Navratri, we worship the nine forms of Maa
Durga, which symbolise women's power. The same spirit is
clearly reflected in Modi ji's intentions and schemes," he
wrote.Referring to the Union Cabinet's decision last month,
Hardeep Puri noted that the Centre is providing a Rs 300 sub-
sidy for over 10.33 crore cylinders, which can be refilled for Rs
553.The Union Minister hailed the scheme and called it a
"torch of a massive revolution". Puri wrote, "The Ujjwala
scheme, emerging as one of the most impactful social welfare
programs in India, is a living example of respect and empow-
erment for women. The Ujjwala scheme has not only bright-
ened kitchens but has also illuminated the future of entire
families, mothers, and sisters. It is not just a scheme; it.

Centre extends ban on National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (K) for 5 more years under UAPA

NEW DELHI : Union Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) on
Monday extended the ban on
the National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (Khaplang)
[NSCN (K)] and all its fac-
tions, wings and front organ-
isations for the next five

years.The extension of the
ban was implemented with
immediate effect for a period
of five years starting
September 28, 2025, under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA), says an MHA notifi-

cation, pointing out the out-
fits' declaration as an
"unlawful association".

The decision comes in
view of the outfit's continued
involvement in violent, anti-
national and criminal activi-
ties.

As per the notification,
NSCN (K) has openly declared
its aim to establish a sover-
eign Nagaland by carving out
Naga-inhabited areas of
India and Myanmar through
secession from the Union of
India. The group has been
accused of aligning itself with
other banned outfits such as
ULFA(I), PREPAK and PLA,
and of engaging in kidnap-
ping, extortion, and procure-
ment of arms with the help of
anti-India forces abroad.

During the period
between September 28, 2020
and April 30, 2025, security
forces and police actions
against the group resulted in
the killing of 13 of its cadres,
mentions the notification.

Authorities registered 71
criminal cases against the
members of NSCN (K), filed
56 charge sheets, and prose-
cuted 35 cadres.Additionally,
85 cadres were arrested, 69
surrendered, and 51.

other criminal incidents
were linked to the outfit.

Large quantities of arms and
explosives were also recov-
ered, including 69 weapons,
52 magazines, 931 live
rounds, 10 grenades, 150
detonators, and over two
kilograms of explosive mate-
rials.The state governments
of Nagaland, Manipur and
Arunachal Pradesh had.

Delhi riots case: SC notice to Delhi police on pleas
of Sharjeel Imam, Umar Khalid seeking bail

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday issued
notice to the Delhi police on
pleas of Sharjeel Imam,
Umar Khalid, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider and
Shifa Ur Rehman challenging
the Delhi High Court order,
which denied them bail in the
UAPA case linked to the
alleged larger conspiracy
behind the 2020 north-east
Delhi riots.

A bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and NV
Anjaria posted the matter for
hearing on October 27.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said they are
students and have been in jail

for over five years.
"Yes we will hear you and

dispose it of... issue notice in
all," the bench ordered.

The Delhi High Court on
September 2 denied bail to
Imam, Khalid and seven oth-
ers - Mohd Saleem Khan,
Shifa Ur Rehman, Athar
Khan, Meeran Haider,
Shadab Ahmed, Abdul Khalid
Saifi and Gulfisha Fatima.

On September 2, the bail
plea of another accused
Tasleem Ahmed was rejected
by a different High Court
bench.

Delhi Police had opposed
their bail pleas, saying it was
not a case of spontaneous

riots but a case where riots
were "planned well in
advance" with a "sinister
motive and well-thought-out
conspiracy".

The High Court had
observed that prima facie,
the role of Imam and Khalid
in the entire conspiracy was
"grave", having delivered
inflammatory speeches on
communal lines to "instigate
mass mobilisation of mem-
bers of the Muslim communi-
ty."

They sought bail from the
apex court in the larger con-
spiracy case under the strin-
gent provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in
the Delhi riots case in
February 2020.

In 2020, the Delhi police
arrested Imam under the
UAPA and named him the
main conspirator behind the
Delhi riots case.

The violence had erupted
during the protests against
the then-proposed
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and National Register
of Citizens (NRC) and had left
53 people dead and over 700
injured. 

Gujarat: Amit
Shah unveils
statues of RDC
Bank Ex-
Chairmen
RAJKOT : Union Home
Minister Amit Shah asserted
that the Centre has provided
whatever assistance is
required for the Ministry of
Cooperation. He urged the
farmers to move towards
organic farming.

He unveiled statues of
Shri Rajkot District Co-
Operative Bank Ltd. (RDC)
Bank Ex-Chairman
Vallabhbhai Patel and
Vitthalbhai Radadiya at
Vitthalbhai Radadiya District
Bank Building, Rajkot, on
Monday.

Amit Shah said, "Until
now, no government had
considered the cooperative
sector, but in 2021, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
established a separate
Ministry of Cooperation for
the first time. We provide
whatever assistance is need-
ed from this ministry, and
Rajkot has consistently
achieved exceptional results
in this area and has even
won awards."Interacting
with farmers, Amit Shah said
that organic farming will
fetch better prices for them
in the future.Amit Shah fur-
ther said, "Reducing the use
of fertilisers and urea will
further revitalise our agricul-
ture, and organic.

Rahul Gandhi urges PM Modi to immediately announce
comprehensive flood relief package for Punjab
NEW DELHI : Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday again urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to immediately announce a
comprehensive relief package for Punjab fol-
lowing devastation caused by floods in the
state. The Congress leader, who had written a
letter to PM Modi earlier, said Punjab has suf-
fered losses of "nearly Rs 20,000 crore" due to
the floods, and the initial relief package of Rs
1600 crore announced by PM Modi is an
"injustice" to the people of Punjab.

"Lakhs of homes have been uprooted,
crops over more than 4 lakh acres have been
ruined, and a large number of animals have
been swept away. Yet the people of Punjab
have shown remarkable courage and spirit. I
am fully confident that they will once again
help Punjab regain its momentum--they just
need support and strength. I urge the Prime

Minister once again to immediately announce
a comprehensive relief package," Rahul
Gandhi said in a post on X.Rahul Gandhi had,
on September 16, written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seeking a compre-
hensive relief package for Punjab, stating that
the state has suffered an estimated loss of at
least Rs 20,000 crore due to floods and Rs
1,600 crore initial relief announced by the
union government "does grave injustice" to
the people of the state.Recalling his visit to the
state, Rahul Gandhi, who is Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, said he witnessed
shocking devastation and its human cost. He
said over four lakh acres of paddy crop have
destroyed, and over 10 lakh animals have per-
ished.The Congress leader said that in this
hour of need of Punjab, the Centre and people
of the country must reassure every .
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