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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2026

THIS YEAR, BUSINESS UP 30-50%; ONLINE SALES UP OVER 25%

Diwali puts logistics

network to the test

SUGANDHA MUKHERIJEE
New Delhi, November 6

A PARCEL PICKED UP from
DelhionaSundaytook fourdays
to reach Ayushi Singh in neigh-
bouring Ghaziabad. While the
pickup happened on schedule,
the delivery took considerably
longer. With Diwali falling on
November 8, the experience
underscores the pressurebuild-
ing on India’s parcel delivery
networks as millions of ship-
ments move through sorting
centres, transportation hubs
and last-mile operations.

The scale of the festive
opportunity is considerable.
Online festive salesare expected
toreach1.50-1.551akhcrorein
2026, registering a 25-29%
increase from around ¥1.2 lakh
crore last year,according to pro-
jections by Datum Intelligence.
The festive market has expanded
everyyearsince 2014,with 2025
reversinga three-yearslowdown
to post 25% growth. This year,
themarketisexpectedtoadd 20
million shoppers. For parcel
companies, the surge translates
into the logistical challenge of
moving a significantly higher
volume of packages through
theirnetworks.

The festive rush is pushing
shipment volumes well above
normal operating levels. Blue
Dart expects its business-to-
business shipments to increase
by 40-50% during peak weeks,
while business-to-consumer
volumes are projected to nearly
double compared with regular
levels. E-commerce orders, fes-
tive gifting and an increase in
business shipments are driving
the surge, the company said.

The scale of the challenge is
evident on the ground.An Ekart
delivery executive told FE that
he had “delivered as many as
150,000 orders in a single day”,
highlighting the volumes that
parcel networks are required to
handle during peak periods.

For Blue Dart, managing the
increase hasinvolved expanding
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its workforce while making
more efficient use of existing
infrastructure.“Front-end oper-
ational staffing is expected to
increase by 30-50% over busi-
ness-as-usual levels, with addi-
tional variable workforce run-
ning into thousands,” said
Dipanjan Banerjee, chief com-
mercial officer, Blue Dart. The
companyisalso optimisingsort-
ing operations, line-haul move-
ment and resource deployment
to maintain service consistency
during peak periods,he added.

The festive surge is also cre-
ating opportunities forintra-city
parcel delivery services such as
UberParceland Porter.Ubersaid
demand for its parcel service
rises during Diwali, as individu-
als send gifts and small busi-
nesses and direct-to-consumer
brands fulfil festive ordersacross
cities.“By tappinginto our exist-
ing network of Uber Bike drivers,
customers are meeting their
deliveryneedswhile openingup
more earning opportunities for
drivers during the festive rush,’
an Uber spokesperson said.

The pressure,however,is not
limited tothe number of parcels
entering the network. Each

M Festive sales
expected to grow

year-on-year
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shipment must pass through
sorting facilities, transportation
hubs and delivery routes,witha
delay at any stage potentially
disrupting the rest of the chain.
Traffic congestion, fluctuating
shipment volumes and the
availability of delivery personnel
complicatelast-mile operations,
particularly in metropolitan
markets. Higher volumes of

M Delhivery stress-

automation systems

M Traffic congestion and
returns add to last-mile
delivery challenges

B Even minutes of
downtime can disrupt
parcel movement

sorting network remains oper-
ational. Its automation and
infrastructure team,comprising
more than 30 members, has
been maintaining and testing
over 400 automation systems
deployed across the country.
“Thelasttwomonthshavebeen
veryhecticforus.Eachand every
system has to be tested step by
step, besides stress-testing

returnsand exchanges,coupled machines,” said Kaushal
with a growing shareof heavier =~ Agrawal, senior director,
and bulkier shipments,addto  automation and infrastructure
thelogistical burden. engineering at Delhivery.

DTDC expects festive cargo
movement to be substantially
higher than last year, with vol-
umes during key festive periods
typically reaching around 30%
above the monthly average,
chief executive Abhishek
Chakrabortyhad earlier told FE.
The companyisalsoadaptingits
delivery network to local infra-
structure constraints. Its DTDC
Vallam Express in Kerala, for
instance,is usingwaterways for
last-mile deliveries to commu-
nitieswith limited road access.

At Delhivery, preparing for
the festive rush has involved
months of work to ensure the
machinery underpinning its

Evenafewminutesof down-
time at a facility processing
thousands of shipments an
hour can disrupt parcel move-
ment across the network.“The
important thing is we do not
waitfora problem totelluswhat
to do next.We categorise every
componentaccordingtoits crit-
icality. Some components can
fail without impacting opera-
tions significantly, while others
are absolutely critical. For those
critical parts, we make sure
backup components, spare
parts, tools and repair mecha-
nismsarereadilyavailable,’said
Karandeep Singh, manager,
transportation, Delhivery.
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Delhi sees worst pre-Diwali air in
8 years, GRAP-3 curbs imposed

SOPHIYA MATHEW
New Delhi, November 6

DELHI'S AIRQUALITY plunged
tonear-severelevelson Fridayas
the 24-hour average air quality
indexhit 382 ahead of Diwali, its
worst pre-festive air quality cri-
sis in eight years. The Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) has invoked the
third stage of the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
across the National Capital
Region with immediate effect.

Datamaintained by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
shows PM 2.5 concentrations
peakingataround 280 pg/mNin
the 30to 45 hoursleadingupto
Diwali — the highest pre-festi-
val particulate baseline recorded
since 2019.Previousyears typi-
cally saw fine particulate levels
drop to 50-150 pg/mN during
this corresponding window.

The festival’s later timing
thisyearservesasanother pri-
mary factor. When Diwali
takes placein October,warmer
temperatures alongside
reduced seasonal stubble
burning frequently aid in dis-
sipating firecracker emissions
more effectively.

Over the past decade, Diwali
occurred during early-to-mid
November on only two occa-
sions in 2020 and 2023,
whereasin 2017,2022,2024,
and 2025, it fell predominantly
between mid- and late October.

The emergency curbs were

Municipal authorities deploy truck-mounted water
sprinklers to undertake water sprinkling operations as the
air quality in the national capital deteriorates on Friday ani

Schools shift classes online

GOVERNMENT HAS
ORDERED schools in and
around Delhi to offer online
classes, and encouraged
people to work from home
and postpone private gath-
erings, as air quality in the
capital and surrounding
areas deteriorated sharply
on Friday.

triggered after an emergency
review by the CAQM Sub-Com-
mittee on GRAPon Friday.Inits
order, the Sub-Committee
noted that unfavorableweather
conditions were causing poor
dispersion of pollutants, warn-
ing that forecasts point to air

The curbs come ahead of
Diwali which will be cele-
brated on Sunday.

Pollution is an annual
problem from the onset of
winter as cold, heavy air
trapsvehicle emissions,con-
struction dust and smoke
from stubble burning.

—REUTERS

quality deteriorating further
into the ‘Severe’ category over
the coming days, after officials
evaluated pollution trends
together with meteorological
projections from India Meteo-
rological Department and
Indian Institute of Tropical

=
Vehicles major

cause for
pollution: SC

EXPRESSING SERIOUS
CONCERN over the
recurring air pollution
crisis in Delhi-NCR, the
Supreme Court on Friday
termed vehicular emis-
sions a major contributor
to the deteriorating air
quality and  asked
authorities why the air
quality index continues
to remain alarming
despite several regula-
tory measures.

Hearing a suo motu
case examining theregu-
latory framework gov-
erning air pollution, a
bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V
Mohana said the poor
people are the real suffer-
ers, as they are on the
roads. —PTI

Meteorology (IITM).

Under Stage-III, private
vehicle owners cannot ply BS-
I1I petrol and BS-IV diesel four-
wheelers across Delhi and the
high-density NCR districts of
Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghazi-
abad, Noida,and Sonipat.

Parental income not sole factor for creamylayer: SC

THE SUPREME COURT on Fri-
dayreaffirmedits March 11 ver-
dict which had held that the
salary or income of a parent
employedinaPSU orthe private
sector could not by itself be
treatedas the determinative cri-
terion for creamy-layer exclu-
sion for the Other Backward
Classes (OBC).

A bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and R Mahadevan
alsorejected the Centre’s pleato
make the verdict applicable
only prospectively,saying there

was “no convincing or reason-

)

able justification” for deferring
the implementation of the
judgment.“Thejudgment dated
March11,determines therights

of the parties before this court.
It holds that the respondent
candidates fall within the non-
creamy layer of the OBC cate-
goryand are entitled totheben-
efit of reservation togetherwith
consequential placement and
allotment of posts in the selec-
tion processes in which they
participated,’the bench said.
“The grant of such benefit
shallnot,byitself,operate tothe
detriment of the seniority ofany
other person or entail the
reopening of selections or

appointments already con-
cluded. In this regard, it is rele-
vant to note that by its letter
dated December 20, 2016, the
DoPT had clarified that the
selections pursuant to the Civil
Services Examination, 2016
were subject to the outcome of
the appeals pending before this
court,’itadded.

It clarified thatthejudgment
was applicable to the parties
beforethecourtandthatalready
concludedseniorityand promo-
tionswould notbereopened. PTI
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER 2026

{Rs in Crores except EPS)

GOA CARBON LIMITED

Registered Office: Dempeo House, Campal, Panaji, Goa 403 001

Corporate Identity Number: L23109GAT967PLCO0007E
Website: www.goacarbon.com

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR TO DATE ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

€

DEMPVY

Quarter Ending| Year to date |Quarter Ending
Sl. - . : ;
No Particulars Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited
' 30-Sep-26 30-Sep-26 30-Sep-25
. | Total Income from operations 141.41 264,75 313.40
2. | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period (before Tax,
Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary [tems) 29.39 58.87 66.36
3. | NetProfit/ (Loss) for the period before Tax
(after Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary ltems) 29.39 28.87 66,36
4. | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after Tax
(after Exceptional and/ or Extracrdinary ltems) 21.82 43,88 49,19
5. | Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising
Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other 21.87 43.52 48.21
Comprehensive Income (after tax)
Paid up equity share capital (Face value of Rs 2 each) 11.20 11.20 11.20
7. | Reserves (Excluding Revaluation Reserves) as shown in
the Audited Balance Sheet of the Previous Year 1,724.77
8. | Eamings per equity share (EPS) of face value of Rs 2 each®
(for continuing and discontinued Operations) 3.86 7.80 8.749
(Basic and Diluted)

Notes :

*EPS is not annualised for the quarter ended 30" September 2025 & 30" September 2026

1.The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with Stock Exchanges under
Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of
Quarterly Results are available on the websites of Stock Exchanges, i.e., BSE Limited ('BSE'} at
www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited ('NSE') at www.nseindia.com and the
Company at https.//www.datapatternsindia.com.

2.Additional Information on Unaudited Standalone Financial Results:

Quarter Ending| Year to date |Quarter Ending
fl'[; Particulars Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited
30-Sep-26 30-Sep-26 30-Sep-25
1. | Net Sales/Income from Operations 133.25 249 28 307 46
2. | Profit/(Loss) from Ordinary activities before tax 29.53 59.01 66.36
3. | Net Profit/(Loss) from Ordinary activities after tax 21.97 4403 49.19

Place: Chennai
Date : November 06, 2026

3.The above financial results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of
Directors of the Company at its meeting held on November 06, 2026,

(Scan for full results)

For and on behalf of the Board
DATA PATTERNS (INDIA) LIMITED

Srinivasagopalan Rangarajan
Chairman and Managing Director
DIN : 00643456

¥ inlacs
Particulars Quarter Quarter Quarter Year to Year to Year
ended ended ended date date ended
Sept June Sept ended ended March
30,2026 | 30,2026 30, 2025 Sept Sept 31, 2026
30, 2026 @ 30, 2025
Unaudited | Unaudited Unaudited | Unaudited Unaudited | Audited
 Total Income from Operations 2550103 656975 10,247.02| 3207078 30,172.03| 69642.23
Net loss for the period (99.65)| (658.36) (1,399.63)| (758.01)| (2,577.92)| (4,211.61)
(before tax, Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) B R [ S (R R
Net loss for the period before (99.65)| (658.36) (1,399.63) (758.01) (2,577.92)| (4,211.61)
tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items)
Net loss for the period after (99.65)| (658.36) (2,140.79) (758.01) | (2,936.04) (4,823.46)
tax (after Exceptional and/or
| Extraordinary items)
Total Comprehensive (Loss) for (129.67)| (547.02)| (2,208.45) (676.69) (2,947.49)| (4,898.09)
the period (Comprising (Loss)
for the period (after tax) and
Other Comprehensive (Loss) /

__Inu:ume (after t-EIJ_:;I;_'I _ _ _ _ _ |
Paid-up equity share capital 8915.11 915.11 91511 915.11 915.11 915.11
_{face value 310) | _ | _
Reserves (excluding 15,947.86 |

Revaluation Reserve) as shown
as per Balance Sheet of the

 previous year _ | |
Basic earnings per equity share (1 .DQ}; (7.19) {23.39) (8.28) (32.08) (52.71)
(in ) after exceptional items

' * (not annualised) il | = s . |
Diluted earnings per equity (1.09) | (7.19) {23.39) (8.28) (32.08) | (52.71)
share (in %) after exceptional
items
* (not annualised) = % ¥ " ]

Notes:

1} The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Statement of Quarterly/Half yearly Financial Results filed
with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEEI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015.

2) The detailed Statement of quarterly and half-yearly financial results ended September 30, 2026 were reviewed
by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their respective meetings
held on November 05, 2026. The full format of the Statement of the Quarterly/Half yearly Financial Results
are available on the websites of The BSE Limited (www.bseindia.com), the National Stock Exchange of india
Limited (www.nseindia.com) and on the website of the Company (www.goacarbon.com).

3) The Company does not have any subsidiary/associate/joint venture company, as on September 30, 2026.
Hence consolidated financial results are not required to be prepared,

4) Further, the aforementioned results can also be accessed through the Quick Response Code (QR Code) as
provided below:

For GOA CARBON LIMITED

SHRINIVAS V. DEMFPO
CHAIRMAN
DIN : 00043413

Panaji, Goa. November 05, 2026

epaper.financiaiexpress.cnn.. .
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NAME CHANGE
1. ASHIKA SHAMSUDEEN (old
name), alsoreferredas ASHIKA
BANU in certain documents, W/O
S.Shamsudeen, DOB 03/05/1980,
esiding at 7/4, Ground floor, Sardarjung
garden, 2nd Street, Royapettah,
Chennai-14 ,Tamil Nadu, shall
henceforth be known as S.ASHIKA
BANU (New Name) for all purposes and|
in all records.I further declare that this
change of name is made voluntarily and
in good faith, without any fraudulent or
unlawful intention.
ASHIKA SHAMSUDEEN(Old Name)
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