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PAYINGTRIBUTE

n Congress president Rahul Gandhi pays floral tribute to former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on
her 34th death anniversary at Shakti Sthal, in New Delhi, Wednesday. PTI

RichaBanka
n richa.banka@htlive.com

NEWDELHI:FormerUnionminister
MJAkbardeposedbeforeaDelhi
courtonWednesdayinacriminal
defamationcasehe filedagainst
journalist Priya Ramani for
referring tohimasa“predator”
in tweets that she published as
partof the#MeToomovement.
Recording his statement

beforethecourt,Akbarasserted
he had filed a criminal defama-
tion complaint against Priya
Ramaniforaseriesoftweetsthat
shepublished.“Thedefamatory/
offendingportion, inparticular,
apart fromtherestof thearticle,
is when she referred to me as a
‘predator’ and an expert on
‘so-and-so’. The tweets have
causeddefamationtomyreputa-
tion,”hesaid,referringtoatweet
linkedtoanarticleRamanipub-
lished inVoguemagazinewhen
the#MeToomovementoversex-
ual harassment allegations
beganintheUSinOctober2017.

Akbarsteppeddownasminis-
terofstateforexternalaffairson
October 17 after filingadefama-
tioncaseagainstRamanionOcto-
ber15.Anumberofotherwomen
haveaccusedhimof sexualhar-
assment and inappropriate
behaviouratvariousstagesofhis
journalisticcareer.

Testifyingincourtthroughhis
counsel, senior advocate Geeta
Luthra,Akbarsaid:“...therewas
animmediatedamagebecauseof
the scurrilous nature of these
concoctedandfalseallegations.I
was attacked in my personal
capacityabout...fabricatednon-
events allegedly done two dec-
adesago....”Pointingoutalleged
loopholesinRamani’stweets,he
said, “The opening line of this
tweetshowedoneanomaly.When
thearticlewasfirstpublished, it
didnotincludemyname.Ramani
stated that my name was not
includedandsaiditwasbecause
Ihaddonenothing.This ismen-
tionedinthetweetaswell.”
Ramanihadearlierresponded

to the defamation suit filed by
Akbar,saying:“Needlesstosay,
I amready to fightallegationsof
defamation laid against me, as
truthandtheabsolutetruthismy
only defence”.The case will be
heardnextonNovember12.

Akbar records his
statement in
defamation case
against Ramani

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Veteran actor, Anupam
Kher, resigned as chairman of
the Film and Television Insti-
tuteof India (FTII) onTuesday,
sayinghis internationalassign-
ments would keep him away
frombeing“actively involved”
in the affairs of the institute.
In his resignation letter,

addressed to Information and
Broadcastingminister,Rajyav-
ardhan Singh Rathore, Kher
said he will have to be in the
United States for nine months
every year between 2018 and
2022, for a show he is working
on.KhersaidwhenthethenI&B
minister, Smriti Irani,
approached him about taking

over as FTII chairman in Sep-
tember 2017, he had told her of
this possibility. Kher replaced
GajendraChauhanasthechair-
person inOctober 2017.

“Given this assignment, it
wouldnotbe fair tome, the stu-
dents and management team,
formetoholdapositionof such
responsibilityandaccountabil-

ity, without being actively
involved in the operations,”
Kher wrote in his resignation
letter,acopyofwhichheposted
onTwitteronWednesday.Soon
after,hetweeted:“Ithasbeenan
honour, a privilege & a great
learningexperiencetobechair-
manoftheprestigious@FTIIOf-
ficial. But because of my inter-
national assignments I won’t
havemuch time to devote...”
Kher’s resignation comes at

a timewhenstudentswerepro-
testing over poor infrastruc-
ture. FTII students said they
were shocked by Kher’s resig-
nation. “We were hoping he
would intervene forusandhelp
us get better facilities...,” said
Rohit Kumar, a 2016 batch stu-
dent,whowasalsoa formersec-

retary of the FTII students’
union.

A new chairperson has not
beendecided onyet, he said.
Kher served as chairman of

theFTII for11months,butuntil
September thisyear,hedidnot
haveateamthatcouldhelphim
constitute two key decision-
making bodies. The govern-
ment immediatelynominatesa
12-member society to work
under thechairmanandconsti-
tute the governing and aca-
demic councils. However, the
I&B ministry appointed the
society, only a year after Kher
took over. The society met for
the first time on Tuesday and
constituted the two councils.

(With inputs from Yashika Mathur
and Yogesh Joshi)

Kher resigns from FTII, cites busy schedule

n Anupam Kher REUTERS

AnishaDutta
n anisha.dutta@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) chairperson
Sonia Gandhi paid a surprise
visit to the Women of India
Organic festival,at thecapital’s
Indira Gandhi National Centre
fortheArts,onWednesdaybeing
organised by women and child
development ministry, headed
by her sister-in-law Maneka
Gandhi.

OfficialssaidManekaGandhi
wasunawareoftheunscheduled
visit and the two did not meet
eachother.“She(SoniaGandhi)
came around 11:30 am and was
there for almost an hour and a
half.Wewerenot expectingher
atthefestival.Shevisitedall the
stallsanddidsomeshoppingand
was interested in coming again
intheeveningtowitnessthecul-
tural performances,” saidAjay
Garkal, consultant, Women of
IndiaOrganic initiative.

The festival, which is in its
fifthyear, isaimedatpromoting
women organic farmers and
entrepreneurs.

Over 500 women entrepre-
neurs from across India are
attending the 10-day event,
whichbeganonOctober26.

Sonia Gandhi pays
surprise visit at
event organised by
Maneka’s ministry

VikramGopal
n vikram.gopal@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU:DaysbeforeTipuJay-
antiisobservedonNovember10
by the state government, the
BharatiyaJanataPartyandsome
right-wing organisations have
vowed to protest the event, urg-
ing the HD Kumaraswamy-led
regimetostopthepractice.

The previous Siddaramaiah-
led Congress government had
begunthepracticein2015,when
itofficiallyobservedtheanniver-
saryamidprotestsbytheBJPand
otherorganisations.Twopersons
hadbeenkilledinMadikeritown
ofKodagudistrictsthatyeardur-
ingtheprotests.

TheBJP’sargumentwasthat
the18thcenturyrulerofMysore
wasatyrant,whohaddesecrated
manytemplesandforcedalarge
number of Hindus to convert to
Islam. However, the then state
government had brushed aside
the criticism and chosen to go
ahead,highlightingthefact that
hehadfoughttheBritish.

OnWednesday,atapresscon-
ference organised by the Tipu
Jayanti Virodhi Horata Samiti
(Anti-Tipu Jayanti Agitation
Committee),TejaswiSurya,gen-
eral secretaryof theyouthwing
of the BJP here, said it was not
right for the government to use
publicfundstoobservetheevent.

“Lastyear,whenchiefminis-

terHDKumaraswamywasinthe
opposition, hehadaired similar
views. So,wehope hewalks the
talk...Else,hewill face thesame
fatethatbefellformerCMSiddar-
amaiah, who lost in the recent
assemblypolls,”saidSurya.

Thechiefminister’sofficecon-
firmed that the event would be
heldthisyear,forthefourthtime
in a row. Some leaders from the
BJPhaveearlier spokenhighly
ofTipu.Ata2012rally,formerCM
BSYeddyurappahadwornhead-
gear similar to that seen in pic-
tures of Tipu, while breaking
away from the BJP to form the
KarnatakaJanataPaksha.
Historian Nanjaraj Urs, for-

merlyofMysoreUniversity,said
the controversy over Tipu had
grownwiththeriseoftheBJPin
the state. “Even Hindu kings
have destroyed temples. The
MarathasransackedtheSringeri
Math and it was Tipu who pro-
videdprotection...,”hesaid.

Congress leader Rizwan
Arshad said there was no ques-
tion of the government backing
away from celebrating Tipu.
“Tipuwasoneofthefirstrulersto
opposetheBritishandsacrificed
his life inthiseffort,”hesaid.

“Theseprotestsareonlyatac-
tic to divert the growing anger
against the BJP for failing to
deliveronanyofthepromisesthe
partymadebefore the 2014 elec-
tions,”Arshadsaid.

Tipu Jayanti sparks
debate again in K’taka

RichaBanka
n Richa.banka@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: A Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) officer on
WednesdaymovedtheDelhihigh
court,opposingthepetitionofthe
agency’sspecialdirector,Rakesh
Asthana,tohavethebriberycase
againsthimquashed.
SSGurm,anadditionalpolice

superintendentwiththeCBI,said
he had “reasonable apprehen-
sion”thattheagencywasseeking
toprotect and supportAsthana.
Hesoughttobeheardasapartyto
Asthana’s plea seeking the
quashing. Gurmwasamongthe
CBI officials transferred last
week after Asthana’s feud with
CBI director Alok Verma esca-
lated. The government was
forced to divestVermaandAst-
hanaoverthecorruptioncharges
the two have levelled against
eachother.TheCBIhadonOcto-
ber15registeredthecaseagainst
Asthanasaying twomiddlemen
hadallegedlystruck₹5croredeal
on his behalf to close a case
against Hyderabad-based busi-
nessmanSanaSatishBabu.
GurmaccusedAsthanaofmis-

leadingthecourtbyplacing“only
selectivedocumentsonrecord”.
He promised to produce “rele-
vant materials and important
facts”toenablethecourttoeffec-
tivelyhearAsthana’splea.
Gurm’splea,whichislikelyto

be heard on Thursday, claimed
thattheprobeconductedtilldate
revealedthat₹2.95crorewaspaid
“as illegal gratification” in
December 2017 in Asthana’s
name. He alleged ₹36 crore was
paidtoAsthana“asillegalgratifi-
cation”inOctober2018.

“Therewasincriminatingevi-
dencethatestablishesaclearlink
between Sana Satish Babu (the
complainant) to the Prasad
BrotherstoSamantGoel(Special
Director R&AW) and culminat-
ingatShriRakeshAsthana,”he
claimed.Gurmclaimed investi-
gationsrevealedthatco-accused
and CBI DSP Devender Kumar
sought to implicate Verma and
ParliamentmemberCMRamesh
toshieldAsthana.
Separately, a special court

granted conditional bail to
Kumaronapersonal bondofRs
50,000 and surety of the same
amount.

CBIofficermovesDelhiHC
againstAsthana’s petition

HTCorrespondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Central Vigilance
Commissioner KV Chowdary
saidonWednesdaythat thevigi-
lancebodyreceivedmostof the
documents from the Central
Bureauof Investigation(CBI) to
proceedon its inquiry intoalle-
gations againstAlokVerma.

“Wehavegotmostof thefiles.
We are in process of getting
somefiles fromtheCBI.Nothing
much can be said now as the
matter is sub-judice,” Chow-
dary said.

On August 24, CBI special
director Rakesh Asthana in a
representation to the cabinet
secretary gave 10 instances
wherehealleged thatCBIchief
Alok Verma interfered in
probes carried out by him or
indulged inmisconduct.

The government divested
VermaandAsthana fromtheir
responsibilitiesasdirectorand
special director onOctober 24.

The Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC) has been asked

to complete inquiry against
Verma by November 12 by the
SupremeCourt after hemoved
the top court challenging his
temporary removalby thecen-
tral government.

The top court has asked
former Supreme Court judge
Justice AK Patnaik to oversee
the inquiry conducted by the
CVC.

“Justice Patnaik is visiting
the CVC headquarters regu-
larlytooverseethe inquiry.The
documents submitted by the
CBIarebeingscrutinizedat the
moment,”saidanofficial famil-
iarwith thematter.

The official added that all
thoseconnectedwith theprobe
will be examined during the
course of inquiry including
VermaandAsthana.

TheagencyhadonOctober15
registered an FIR against Ast-
hana for allegedly receiving a
bribe of ₹2 crore from Hydera-
bad-based businessman Sana
Satish Babu to sabotage the
probe against meat exporter
MoinQureshi.

Have received papers
on Verma, says CVC

PLEA Addl SP SS Gurm has alleged that the
agency is trying to protect the special director

Wishes you Health & Happiness

this Diwali

Extract of unaudited consolidated financial results for the quarter and half year ended 30 September 2018

Sl.

No.

Particulars Quarter ended

(30/09/2018)

Half year

ended

(30/09/2018)

Corresponding

quarter ended

(30/09/2017)

1 Revenue from operations 2,124.97 4,205.65 1958.93

2
Net Profit for the period (before tax, exceptional items and share of

profit/(loss) of joint venture)
473.38 875.54 450.82

3
Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional items and share of

profit/(loss) of joint venture)
473.65 876.03 450.62

4
Net Profit for the period after tax, Exceptional items and share of profit/

(loss) of joint venture
377.55 707.55 362.67

5
Net Profit for the period after tax (after non controlling interest, share of

profit/(loss) of joint venture and Exceptional items)
376.63 705.85 361.93

6
Total Comprehensive Income for the period {Comprising Profit for the

period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax) }
396.24 716.90 358.60

7 Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of 1 each) 176.63 176.63 176.15

8 Other equity*

9 Earnings per share (Face value of 1 each) (not annualised)

(a) Basic 2.13 4.00 2.05

(b) Diluted 2.12 3.98 2.05

* Other Equity as on 31 March 2018 was 5,530.37

Notes:

1 Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows :-

Particulars
Quarter ended

(30/09/2018)

Half year ended

(30/09/2018)

Corresponding quarter ended

(30/09/2017)

Revenue from operations 1,537.20 3,010.30 1,416.39

Profit before tax 392.93 686.13 364.53

Profit after tax 307.26 537.82 283.41

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of unaudited consolidated financial results for the quarter and half year ended 30

September 2018 filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)

Regulations, 2015. The full format of the standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and half year ended 30

September 2018 are available on the Stock Exchange websites (www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com) and Company’s website

(www.dabur.com).

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Place : New Delhi (Dr. Anand C.Burman)

Date: 31 October 2018 Chairman

DIN : 00056216

(Amount in Cr.)

Dabur India Limited

Regd. Office: 8/3, Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi -110 002

CIN: L24230DL1975PLC007908, Tel No. 011-23253488,

Fax No. 011-23222051 Website: www.dabur.com

e-mail: corpcomm@mail.dabur

CORRIGENDUM NO. 12
This is for Information of all concerned that the opening date of

tender for NIT No. 35/XEN/ Civil/ GGN/ 17-18 is hereby extended upto
13.11.2018. The Tender shall be received & opened on 13.11.2018 at
13:00 PM and 15:00 PM respectively. Other terms & conditions shall
remain unchanged.

DHBVN

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

C/W DHBVN, Gurgaon.73225

CORRIGENDUM NO. 12
This is for Information of all concerned that the opening date of

tender for NIT No. 22/XEN/ Civil/ GGN/ 17-18 is hereby extended upto
13.11.2018. The Tender shall be received & opened on 13.11.2018 at
13:00 PM and 15:00 PM respectively. Other terms & conditions shall
remain unchanged.

DHBVN

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

C/W DHBVN, Gurgaon.73230
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