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Airtel Extends Connectivity for Indian Army in Arunachal Pradesh 

Airtel pioneers mobile connectivity in difficult-to-reach locations of Arunachal Pradesh. 
  
Guwahati, June 17, 2026: Bharti Airtel (“Airtel”), one of India’s leading telecommunications service 
providers, today announced the successful completion of the first phase of a strategic initiative in 
partnership with 4 Corps of Indian Army headquartered at Tezpur to strengthen mobile connectivity 
across remote regions in Arunachal Pradesh. 
  
With this milestone deployment, Airtel has become the first and only service provider to deliver reliable 
mobile connectivity in the mountainous, high-altitude, and difficult-to-access region. This will enable 
both military and civil personnel residing in these remote locations to stay seamlessly connected with 
their families. 
  
As part of the initiative, Airtel deployed network infrastructure across 30 Army stations located in 
challenging mountainous terrain. The deployment significantly enhances voice and data connectivity in 
areas where access has historically remained limited due to geographical and infrastructure constraints. 
  
This achievement was made possible through the strong collaboration between Airtel and the Indian 
Army. The Army extended extensive logistical support throughout the project, including assistance for 
fiber deployment and power infrastructure. In several locations where road access was not possible, the 
Indian Army provided the necessary assistance and logistics support to move Airtel Technical teams 
and telecommunication equipment deep into the mountains. 
  
The successful completion of Phase 1 has now paved the way for the next chapter. Encouraged by the 
impact of the project, the Indian Army and Airtel have agreed to undertake Phase 2, under which 
network sites will be built across 15 additional locations in Arunachal Pradesh 
  
“This initiative reflects Airtel’s continued commitment to extending connectivity to some of the country’s 
most difficult terrains. The rollout required extensive coordination between Airtel teams and local 
support units to overcome immense terrain and weather-related challenges,” said Balaji R, CEO – 
North East and Assam, Bharti Airtel. “Our teams operated under demanding high-altitude conditions 
and adverse weather to ensure timely and secure network activation. We are deeply grateful to the 
Indian Army for their unparalleled logistical support, which made it possible to bring digital connectivity 
to these frontier regions.” 
  
Airtel’s continued expansion into such challenging environments reflects its commitment to bridging the 
digital divide and powering India’s digital transformation. 
  
About Bharti Airtel:  
Headquartered in India, Airtel is a global communications solutions provider with over 600 million customers in 15 countries 
across India and Africa. The company also has its presence in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka through its associate entities. The 
company ranks amongst the top three mobile operators globally and its networks cover over two billion people. Airtel is India’s 
largest integrated communications solutions provider and the second largest mobile operator in Africa. Airtel’s retail portfolio 
includes high-speed 4G/5G mobile, Wi-Fi (FTTH+ FWA) that promises speeds up to 1 Gbps with convergence across linear and 
on-demand entertainment, video streaming services, digital payments and financial services. For enterprise customers, Airtel 
offers a gamut of solutions that includes secure connectivity, cloud and data centre services, cyber security, IoT, and cloud-based 
communication. Airtel’s digital arm – Xtelify, empowers telcos globally to leverage the power of AI, data and technology 
to accelerate their digital transformation and drive growth. Xtelify also offers Airtel Cloud in India enabling enterprises with a 
sovereign, telco-grade cloud platform that guarantees secure migration, effortless scaling, lower costs and no vendor lock-
ins. Within its diversified portfolio, Airtel also offers passive infrastructure services through its subsidiary Indus Tower Ltd. For 
more details visit www.airtel.com 
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