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Ericsson, Volvo Group, and Airtel announce research collaboration on Digital
Twins & XR over 5G Advanced in India

March 17, 2025: In a groundbreaking step towards accelerating Industry 4.0 and Industry 5.0
adoption in India, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC), Volvo Group, and Bharti Airtel today announced
their research partnership to explore the potential of Extended Reality (XR) ,Digital Twin
technologies and Al in the manufacturing sector. By leveraging the power of 5G and 5G
Advanced, this collaboration aims to transform industrial operations, enhance workforce
training, and drive real-time process optimization.

The research engagement, to be conducted at the Volvo Group Factory and Volvo Group’s
R&D Centre in Bangalore, will explore futuristic Industrial Metaverse applications including
Human and Machine interaction and collaboration - use cases that will blend the physical and
digital worlds. Learnings from this research partnership will enable enhanced efficiency and
foster innovation in the manufacturing arena , providing a digital platform for immersive
training and real-time process optimization through introduction of cutting edge Al
technologies .

A key pillar of this initiative is the deployment and exploration of Airtel’s 5G advanced network
as the foundation for industrial XR applications. With its ultra-low latency and high-speed
capabilities, 5G has the potential to enable differentiated connectivity for real-time
simulations, design prototyping, and immersive training across multiple factory and industrial
sites. This will allow the opportunity to experiment with new immersive concepts in the
manufacturing arena, test 'what if’ scenarios and optimize production workflows without any
disruption to actual operations.

Beyond operational efficiencies, the collaboration will play its part in supporting the path to
Industry 4.0 and beyond while also offering opportunities to unlock new revenue streams and
business models for the telcos. The insights gained through this research will help enhance
network readiness for Industrial XR, paving the way for immersive communication solutions
in smart factories.

Kamal Bali, President & MD, Volvo Group India commented “Our industry is undergoing a
once in a lifetime transformation driven by the emerging trends across automation,
connectivity and alternative energy carriers — tools which will be key in our ambitions to be
Net Zero and shape a sustainable future for all. This transformation also includes the way we
work and collaborate across our industrial and R&D sites. 5G, coupled with Extended Reality
applications, will help foster innovation as well as collaboration between our sites and
engineers, in real-time, through the power of connectivity & digitalization backed by advanced
Al technologies.”

Sharat Sinha, Director & CEO - Airtel Business said, “We are thrilled to leverage the
capabilities of our advanced 5G network for innovative industrial applications in partnership
with Ericsson and Volvo Group. Through this collaboration, our high-speed, low latency 5G
network will redefine and transform the manufacturing sector by enabling real-time XR
applications for enhanced productivity and efficiencies, unlocking new revenue streams and
accelerating the adoption of Industry 4.0 applications.”



. o=
2 airtel VoLVO >

ERICSSON

Commenting on this collaboration, Nitin Bansal, Managing Director, Ericsson India says :"As
India embraces Industry 4.0, 5G will be a game-changer towards enabling intelligent,
connected, and immersive industrial experiences. This collaboration with Airtel and Volvo
Group underscores Ericsson’s commitment to driving innovation through 5G and Extended
Reality. By combining our expertise in network technology with cutting-edge XR applications,
we are creating an ecosystem that will help industries to transform manufacturing. The
research insights will be instrumental in shaping the future of industrial digitalization, not just
in India but globally."

As industries increasingly adopt digital transformation, this initiative will help networks
support the growing demand for XR-driven innovations, aiding businesses to improve
productivity and scale operations seamlessly.

About Ericsson

Ericsson’s high-performing networks provide connectivity for billions of people every day. For nearly 150
years, we've been pioneers in creating technology for communication. We offer mobile communication
and connectivity solutions for service providers and enterprises. Together with our customers and partners,
we make the digital world of tomorrow a reality. www.ericsson.com

FOLLOW US:

Subscribe to Ericsson press releases here
Subscribe to Ericsson blog posts here
https://twitter.com/ericsson
https://www.facebook.com/ericsson
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson

MORE INFORMATION AT:

Ericsson Newsroom

media.relations@ericsson.com (+46 10719 69 92)
investor.relations@ericsson.com (+46 10 719 00 00)

About Volvo Group

The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment
and marine and industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and
service. The Volvo Group, which employs 105,000 people, has production facilities in 18 countries and
sells its products in more than 190 markets. India is a home base for AB Volvo Group and the Indian
operations closely mirror the Group’s global profile. Headquartered in Bangalore, Volvo Group in India
is also the home to the the Group’s largest R&D as well as Digital & IT site outside Sweden. Volvo
Group is closely entwined with India’s national priorities, with participation across road safety,
sustainable mobility, equipment for infrastructure development & road building, skills development,
backed by solutions that are safe, with care for environment. www.volvogroup.com

Follow us at:

https://www.facebook.com/volvogroup/
https://www.instagram.com/volvogroup/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2087/
https://www.twitter.com/volvogroup
https://www.youtube.com/user/VolvoGroupVideos
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About Bharti Airtel

Headquartered in India, Airtel is a global communications solutions provider with over 550 million
customers in 15 countries across India and Africa. The company also has its presence in Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka though its associate entities. The company ranks amongst the top three mobile operators
globally and its networks cover over two billion people. Airtel is India’s largest integrated
communications solutions provider and the second largest mobile operator in Africa. Airtel’s retail
portfolio includes high-speed 4G/5G mobile broadband, Airtel Xstream Fiber that promises speeds up
to 1 Gbps with convergence across linear and on-demand entertainment, streaming services spanning
music and video, digital payments and financial services. For enterprise customers, Airtel offers a
gamut of solutions that includes secure connectivity, cloud and data centre services, cyber security,
loT, Ad Tech and cloud based communication. Within our diversified portfolio, we offer passive
infrastructure services through our subsidiary Indus Tower Ltd. For more details visit www.airtel.com

For further information, please contact:
Paul Abraham

Head of External Communication

Volvo Group India Private Limited
paul.abraham@volvo.com

Mobile: +91 97312 22700

Deepti Thomas

Bharti Airtel Limited
Deeptil.thomas@airtel.com
Mobile: +91 98104 26744

Ruchika Batra

Head of Marketing & Communications
Ericsson India (P) Ltd.
Ruchika.batra@ericsson.com

Mobile: +91 9871693953
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