
bharti 

October 05, 2021 

National Stock Exchange of India Limited 
Exchange Plaza, C-1 Block G 
Sandra Kurla Complex, Sandra (E) 
Mumbai - 400051, India 

BSE Limited 
Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers 
Dalal Street, Mumbai - 400001, India 

Ref: Bharti Airtel Limited (BHARTIARTL/ 532454) 

Sub: Press Release 

Dear Sir/ Ma'am, 
l • 

We are enclosing herewith a press release dated October 05, 2021 titled 'Airtel 
conducts India's first Rural 5G trial in partnership with Ericsson' being issued by Bharti 
Airtel Limited . 

Kindly take the same on record . 

Thanking you, 
Sincerely Yours, 

~n\~tel L~-?Ji 
~ 0-

.c 

co ~· 
Rohit Krishan Puri • ic 
Dy. Company Secretary & Compliance Officer 

k cl. as above 

Bharti Airtel Limited 
(a Bharti Enterprise) 

Regd. Office: Airtel Center, Plot No. 16, Udyog Vihar, Phase-IV, Gurugram-122015, India 
Corporate Office: Bharti Crescent, 1, Nelson Mandela Road, Vasant Kunj, Phase 11, New Delhi - 110 070, India 

T.: +91-124-4222222, F.: +91-124-4248063, Email id:compliance.officer@bharti.in, www.airtel.com 
CIN:L74899HR1995PLC095967 



 

 

1 (3) 

Airtel conducts India’s first Rural 5G trial in 

partnership with Ericsson 

Demonstrates the potential of 5G to bridge the digital divide 

with network coverage of over 10 Km through a single 5G site 

with both FWA and mobile devices 

New Delhi, 5 October, 2021: Bharti Airtel (“Airtel”) and Ericsson (NASDAQ: 

ERIC) have conducted India’s first 5G network demonstration in a rural 

geography. The demonstration took place in Bhaipur Bramanan village on 

the outskirts of Delhi/NCR using 5G trial spectrum allocated to Airtel by 

the Department of Telecom. 

The trial showcases the massive potential offered by 5G towards bridging 

the digital divide by enabling access to high speed broadband through 

solutions such as enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB) and Fixed Wireless 

Access (FWA) services.  

The highlight of the trial was the demonstration of over 200 Mbps 

throughput on 3GPP-compliant 5G FWA device at distance of over 10 Km from 

the site. This translated into an inter-site (between two 5G sites) 

coverage of approximately 20 kms, thus offering the ability to provide 

high-speed broadband coverage even in the remotest of geographies. As 

part of the trial, even a commercially available 3GPP-based 5G smartphone 

was able to connect to the 5G test network and record 100+ Mbps speeds at 

a distance of over 10 Km from the site.   

The 5G site infrastructure was powered by Ericsson’s 3GPP-compliant 5G 

radio. The trial was carried out by utilizing the allocated mid-band trial 

spectrum in 3500MHz band and existing FDD spectrum band. The results of 

trial demonstrate Airtel’s capability to enable 5G for both capacity and 

coverage over its existing nationwide 4G infrastructure.  

Randeep Singh Sekhon, Airtel CTO says, “Having demonstrated India’s first 

5G network and also the first 5G cloud gaming experience, Airtel is proud 

to have also conducted the nation’s first 5G trial in a rural geography. 

5G will be a transformational technology when it comes to delivering 

broadband coverage to the last mile through use cases like FWA and 

contribute to a more inclusive digital economy. Airtel will continue to 

be at the forefront of 5G technology and bring more India relevant use 

cases through partnerships such as the one with Ericsson.” 

Nunzio Mirtillo, Head of Ericsson South east Asia, Oceania and India says, 

“The technology milestone of extended coverage achieved by Ericsson and 

Airtel as part of the ongoing 5G trial in India is even more significant 

since it demonstrates how 5G can ‘connect the unconnected’ in India, 
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enable faster 5G rollout and truly help India realize its ‘Digital India’ 

vision”. 5G will serve as a socio-economic multiplier for the country. 

According to an Ericsson study, on an average, a 10 percent increase in 

the Mobile Broadband adoption ratio causes a 0.8 percent increase in GDP.” 

Over the past few months, Bharti Airtel and Ericsson have partnered to 

demonstrate enhanced speeds of more than 1Gbps on a live 5G network set 

up at Cyber Hub in Gurgaon using Bharti’s 3500 MHz trial spectrum. Earlier 

in January this year, the two companies also showcased Ericsson Spectrum 

Sharing capabilities on a commercially deployed installed base of 1800 

MHz liberalized frequencies in Hyderabad to give consumers their first 

experience of 5G from a live commercial network.  

About Airtel 

Headquartered in India, Airtel is world’s second largest provider of telecommunications services with over 474 Mn customers in 18 countries 
across South Asia and Africa. The company ranks amongst the top three mobile operators globally and its networks cover over two billion 
people. Airtel is India’s largest integrated communications solutions provider and the second largest mobile operator in Africa. Airtel’s retail 
portfolio includes high speed 4G/4.5G mobile broadband, Airtel Xstream Fiber that promises speeds up to 1 Gbps with convergence across 
linear and on-demand entertainment, streaming services spanning music and video, digital payments and financial services. For enterprise 
customers, Airtel offers a gamut of solutions that includes secure connectivity, cloud and data centre services, cyber security, IoT, Ad Tech 
and cloud based communication. For more details visit www.airtel.com 

   
Disclaimer: 
 
Bharti Airtel Limited (the “Company”) is proposing, subject to market conditions and other 

considerations, a rights issue of its Equity Shares, and has filed a letter of offer with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India and stock exchanges. The letter of offer is available on 

the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in . Investors should note that investment in Equity Shares 

involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled “Risk Factors” 

of the letter of offer for details of the same. Potential investors should not rely on the 

letter of offer for any investment decision 

  

These materials are not for distribution, directly or indirectly, in or into the United States (including its territories and possessions, any State 

of the United States and the District of Columbia). These materials do not constitute or form a part of any offer or solicitation to purchase or 

subscribe for securities in the United States. Any Equity Shares mentioned herein have not been, and will not be, registered under the United 

States Securities Act of 1933 (the “Securities Act”). 

The Equity Shares may not be offered or sold in the United States except pursuant to an exemption from the registration requirements of the 
Securities Act. There will be no public offer of securities in the United States. 

 

About Ericsson 

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. 

The company’s portfolio spans Networks, Digital Services, Managed Services, and Emerging 

Business and is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new 

revenue streams. Ericsson’s investments in innovation have delivered the benefits of telephony 

and mobile broadband to billions of people around the world. The Ericsson stock is listed on 

Nasdaq Stockholm and on Nasdaq New York. www.ericsson.com 

Subscribe to Ericsson press releases here. 

Subscribe to the Ericsson Blog here. 
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http://www.sebi.gov.in/
http://www.ericsson.com/
https://www.ericsson.com/en/newsroom/latest-news/press-subscription
https://foryou.ericsson.com/blog-subscription-center.html
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https://www.twitter.com/ericsson 

https://www.facebook.com/ericsson 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson 

MORE INFORMATION AT: 

Ericsson Newsroom 

media.relations@ericsson.com  

(+46 10 719 69 92) 

investor.relations@ericsson.com  

(+46 10 719 00 00) 
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