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lent yields and favourable market
prices, he has gradually expanded
the area under cultivation.

Farmers with access to adequa-
te and regular irrigation can in-
crease their income by
adopting this crop.

Speaking about his expe-
rience, Thakur said that he
produces an average of  2 to
3 quintals of  large carda-
mom annually, grown
using natural methods on
about one bigha of  land,
and that it fetches a good
price in the market. Cur-
rently, large cardamom is
fetching approximately
`̀1.80 lakh per quintal,
which translates to `̀1,800
per kilogram.

Consequently, this crop
can serve as a viable inco-

me source for far-
mers, especi-

ally in re-
gions
where
the yi-

elds of
traditio-

nal crops are relative-
ly low, as large cardamom
can be cultivated by leve-
raging the available local
resources.

Explaining the cultivation
technique, Prem Thakur sa-
id that the plants are spaced
approximately three feet
apart. He emphasised that
the availability of  water is
crucial for the proper
growth of  the plants and for
achieving a better harvest.

Farmers with access to
permanent irrigation faci-

Large Cardamom Holds Promises of
Higher Income for Small Landholders

Press Trust of India

Bilaspur: Farmers can generate
additional income through the
cultivation of  large cardamom,
provided they have access to suf-
ficient water, said deputy direc-
tor of  agriculture Kulbhushan
Dhiman on Sunday. This crop is
not damaged by wild animals or
birds, offering significant relief
to farmers. Furthermore, he sa-
id, large cardamom fetches good
prices in the market.

For farmers,
adopting alter-
native crops
alongside
traditional
farming to
generate higher
income from limited
land is becoming a necessity. Prem
Lal Thakur, a farmer from Karot
village in Himachal’s Bilaspur dis-
trict, has become an inspiration to
others by cultivating large carda-
mom for the past 20 years.

Dhiman said that the depart-
ment, in collaboration with far-
mer Prem Thakur, will work to in-
volve other farmers in this initia-
tive, aiming to create additional
income streams and strengthen
farmers’ economic standing. Ini-
tially, Prem Thakur cultivated it
on a small plot, but given the excel-

lities can explore the potential of
this type of  cultivation. It can
prove particularly beneficial on
land where growing other crops
is relatively difficult, as this al-

ternative form of  farming can be
adapted to local conditions.

Large cardamom is typically
harvested in the months of  No-
vember and December.

Spice's strong market
price makes it attractive
and viable income
source for farmers

Roche Drug Beats Rivals in
Advanced Lung Cancer Trial

Bloomberg

A Roche Holding drug, billed
as a potential blockbuster,
helped patients with a form
of  lung cancer that had spre-
ad live almost six months
longer than with two compe-
titive medicines.

The experimental treatment,
called divarasib, performed
better than Amgen’s sotorasib
and Bristol-Myers Squibb’s
adagrasib in a late-stage study.
The drug was given to patients
with non-small cell lung can-
cer that had spread, in part due
to a genetic mutation, after
other treatments, including
chemotherapy. 

The findings could help diva-
rasib become the treatment
of  choice for this type of  lung
cancer, in which a mutation
called KRAS G12C drives the
tumor cell growth, said Jia
Luo, a thoracic oncologist at
the Boston-based Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute, who was
one of  the trial investigators.

The medicine could garner
sales of  just over 1 billion
Swiss francs ($1.3 billion) in
2032, according to analysts
surveyed by Bloomberg.

The results, released on Sun-
day at the European Society for
Medical Oncology meeting in
Madrid, are particularly con-
vincing because Roche tested
divarasib directly against the
drugs it seeks to displace, rat-
her than relying on an easier
comparison such as chemothe-
rapy, according to Luo. 

The drug’s safety was con-
sistent with previous reports
on divarasib and other medi-
cines in the same class, the re-
searchers found, with fewer
patients experiencing serio-
us side effects or discontinu-
ing the trial because of  them.

“These are practice-chang-

ing data,” Stefan Frings, Ro-
che’s deputy chief  medical of-
ficer, said in an interview.
“There is a strong incentive to
get a highly active, life-pro-
longing therapy with a good
safety profile to patients.”

Roche is also testing whether
divarasib can play a role earli-
er in the disease. One study is
pairing the drug with Merck’s
Keytruda as a potential che-
motherapy-free treatment for
newly diagnosed patients.

for inflation, the Personal Con-
sumption Expenditures (PCE) price
index, hit a pandemic-era peak of
7.2% in 2022, before a series of  inter-
est-rate hikes tamed it to around
2.2% by late 2024.

Trump’s economic policies — in-
cluding his upending of  the global
trade order using tariffs and his

war on Iran — fuel-
led it once more, and
it hit a three-year
high of  3.9 % in May.

Since the United
States and Israel at-
tacked Iran in late Fe-

bruary, global energy prices have
skyrocketed, with Tehran’s retalia-
tory actions sharply curtailing oil
and gas supplies through the Gulf.

Higher energy prices have begun
to cascade into other goods and ser-
vices, fuelling inflation in the Uni-
ted States, with prices a key issue
for voters as they head to the polls.

Fed Expected to Pause Rate
Hikes Ahead of US Midterms

AFP

The US Federal Reserve appears set
to hold interest rates steady at its
meeting next week, analysts say, de-
spite stubbornly high inflation,
with markets pricing in at least one
rate hike before year-end.

The central bank’s Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC) will me-
et over two days and announce its
decision at 2:00 pm local time (18:00
GMT) on Wednesday.

The Fed has missed its long-term
2% inflation target for more than fi-
ve years, and at its last meeting in
September, the FOMC voted to raise
the key federal funds rate for the
first time in three years, lifting the
target range to 3.75% to 4%.

The Fed’s meeting comes days ahe-
ad of  the key US midterm elections
on November 3, with Democratic Par-
ty seeking to wrest control of  both ho-
uses of  Congress from US President
Donald Trump’s Republicans.

Trump frequently berated and
criticised Fed Chair Kevin Warsh’s
predecessor, Jerome Powell, over
interest rates — which he deems to
be too high — but has so far refrai-
ned from targeting the man
he appointed to replace him
on the issue.

The Fed’s preferred gauge

‘BASED ON THE ECONOMICS’
Loretta Mester, former regional head
of  the Cleveland Fed, told AFP that
the meeting’s timing, just days ahead
of  election, would not be a factor for
policymakers.“The Fed doesn’t take
into account any kind of  political is-
sues in that FOMC room,” she said.
“It really is based on the economics.”

Mester argued that the fundamen-
tals call for continuing to raise the in-
terest rates. “The data that’s come in
continue to show a stable labour mar-
ket and continue to show inflation
above target,” she said, adding that
there was no evidence that inflation
was on a path towards the target.“T-
he economics would suggest then
you need to continue raising rates.”

Still, she thought most policyma-
kers seemed keen to avoid moving
too quickly and may hold rates at
this meeting, waiting to tighten the
screws at the following meeting in
early December.

FOMC to announce
decision on Oct 28 after
two-day meeting
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nomy that is slowing, but at a to-
lerable speed.

“It is too early to conclude that
the worst is over,” said Ulrich Ur-
bahn, head of  multi-asset strategy
and research at Berenberg. “The
biggest concern remains profita-
bility: China’s strength in produc-
tion and exports is not translating
consistently into stronger domes-
tic demand, pricing power and
corporate earnings.”

The third-quarter reporting se-
ason got off  to a disappointing
start, with battery giant Contem-
porary Amperex Technology
(CATL) missing profit expecta-

tions, a sign of  both weak demand
and fierce competition.

The consensus 2026 earnings fo-
recasts for members of  the MSCI
China Index have declined by mo-
re than 4% since the end of
March, according to data compi-
led by Bloomberg. The Hang Seng
Tech Index, dominated by Chine-
se Internet firms mired in e-com-
merce price wars, has seen profit
projections plunge by more than
13% over the period.

Yet even against lowered expec-
tations, the MSCI China consti-
tuents that have released results
have missed consensus forecasts

by an average of  9%, marking the
second-worst quarterly miss in
two years, according to Bloom-
berg calculations.

Among them, AI infrastructure
builder China Mobile’s January-
September net profit fell 8% year
on year amid cost pressures, whi-
le major materials firm Ganfeng
Lithium Group also missed esti-
mates amid falling prices.

“CATL is the best poster child of
what’s going on: great innovative
company that’s doing great
things but a victim of  cut-throat
competition and margin squee-
ze,” said Jason Lemire, chief  in-
vestment officer at Bold Wealth
Partners. “Competition is encou-
raged and generally brutal in
China, not shareholder friendly.”

PROFIT SQUEEZE
Earnings pressure has left com-
panies, particularly China’s In-
ternet behemoths, which are in a
tense race to fund costly AI in-
frastructure build-outs, increa-
singly out of  cash. That has for-
ced some of  them to tap the equity
market to raise funds, such as Ali-
baba Group Holding’s $10 billion
follow-on stock sale, which furt-
her diluted share value.

Weak demand, price wars squeeze earnings as Beijing holds backs on major stimulus
Bloomberg

Pessimism has gripped Chinese
stocks, with no end in sight for a
deepening selloff  as investors
confront the realities of  an econo-
my that’s weak enough to erode
corporate profits but not to trig-
ger forceful new stimulus.

The world’s second-largest equi-
ties market has has lost $3.5 tril-
lion in value from a peak in May,
according to data compiled by
Bloomberg. The rout intensified
last week, pushing the onshore
benchmark CSI 300 Index into a
bear market and a technology
sector gauge in Hong Kong to-
wards erasing all its gains since
Beijing’s sweeping growth sup-
port package two years ago.

At the heart of  investor gloom
is an unsettling realisation that a
protracted consumption slump
and the race-to-the-bottom men-
tality among businesses are ta-
king a heavier toll on earnings
across industries, from banks to
electric car makers and AI model
developers. Further darkening
the outlook is the growing per-
ception that Chinese leaders are
in no rush to jump-start an eco-

Sinking Profits Turn China’s
$3.5 Trillion Rout into Trap

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, DHULE
E-Tender Notice No. 29 For 2026-27

Online E-Tenders in B-1 Form (Percent Rates) for the following are invited by Executive
Engineer, P.W.Division, Dhule for and on behalf of Government of Maharashtra State from
Capable and Eligible P.W.Deptt. Registered or Unregistered Contractor who completed terms
and conditions mentioned in tender document. Tender document can be downloaded from
website https://mahatenders.gov.in. Right to reject / accept any or all E-tenders is reserved by
Executive Engineer Conditional Tender will not be accepted.

TABLE
Sr.
No

Name of Work Approximate
value of work

(Rs.)

Bid Security
(Rs.)

Cost of
documents

(Rs.)

Period of
Completion

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Construction of a Bridge

on the Mehergaon Dhule
Chopda Khargone Road
SH-15-A (Old Mumbai
Agra Road) at km 23/500
Tal Dist Dhule

52480580/- 263000/- 3540/- 12 Months
Including
Monsoon

2 Bidding documents may be purchased from e-tender portal of through web site https://
mahatenders.gov.in From 26/10/2026 to 2/11/2026 for a non refundable fee as indicated in
the form online mode only. Interested bidders may obtain further information from the office of
Executive Engineer, P.W.Division, Dhule.

3 Bids must be accompanied by security of the amount specified for the work in the table and
shall be paid online.

4 Bids must be submitted online on https://mahatenders.gov.in on Date 2/11/2026 & Technical
bid will be opened on Dt.4/11/2026 (if possible) in the presence of bidders who wish to attend
in the office of the Superintending Engineer, P.W.Circle, Dhule,

5 A prebid meeting will be held on Dt.27/10/2026 Time 12.00 AM Chief Engineer, P.W.Region,
Nashik to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that
stage as stated in clause 9.2 of ‘Instructions to Bidders’ of the bidding document.

6 Others details can be seen in the bidding documents
No. Tender/5237/2026
Office of the Executive Engineer P.W.Division, Dhule
Email: dhule.ee@mahapwd.gov.in
Date: 16/10/2026 Sd/-

Executive Engineer
P.W.Division, DhuleDGIPR/2026-2027/3378
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Ramgarh: For Kavita Ku-
mari, the race was never just
about the finish line. The wi-
dow and mother of  two, clea-
red the physical efficiency
test for home guard recruit-
ment at Sidhu Kanhu Gro-
und in Jharkhand Sunday,
completing the 1,600-metre
run in eight minutes.

Kavita (32), from Soso vil-
lage, drew attention after a
video of  her running barefo-
ot in a sari went viral. She ho-
pes the govt job will secure a
stable future for her kids.
The qualifying time for wo-
men is 10 minutes. As a wi-
dow, she is also eligible for an
additional 5% reservation
under the women’s category.
Of  930 women applicants
from Dulmi block, over 900
appeared for the test. TNN

Sari-clad runner
who went viral
cracks job test

Mumbai: A day after opposi-
tion parties and environmenta-
lists questioned the plan to axe
32,490 trees on land including
forest tracts in Raigad’s Karjat,
for a 3,000MW hydroelectric po-
wer unit by Gujarat-based Tor-
rent Power, CM Devendra Fad-
navis said hearings were held
for 18 months and legal appro-
val was obtained for it.

Critics of  the Rs 13,500-cro-
re project have said it will co-
me up adjacent to the Bhimas-
hankar wildlife sanctuary in
the Sahyadri-Western Ghats
ranges. Fadnavis and the com-
pany said it will be 16km away.

Accusing opposition of
spreading fake narratives, the
CM said, “We are bringing en-
vironment friendly projects.
All investments are in Maha-
rashtra. Energy rights are al-
so first and foremost of  Maha-
rashtra... This project will
provide us with clean energy.
But creating a false narrative
is an anti-Maharashtra act.
No livelihood will be destroy-
ed. This project is not one that
was created in a day. Still, we
will listen to the villagers’ vi-
ews and find a way out.”

PM Narendra Modi is ex-
pected to lay the foundation
stone for the project on Nov 3.

Due process
followed, says
Fadnavis amid
tree-felling row
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New Delhi: Urging UN to
show leadership, and not re-
main a mere spectator to glo-
bal crises, EAM S Jaishan-
kar said Sunday large parts
of  the world cannot be left
out from decision-making. 

At an event on UN Day, he
underlined the need for long-
awaited reforms.

“We live in an imperfect
world but we all continuous-
ly strive towards greater per-
fection. Where UN is concer-
ned, that means recognising
its shortcomings and limita-
tions and seeking its impro-
vement. The case for refor-
med multilateralism gets
stronger by the day,” he said.

He spoke about how co-
untries with little say were
paying the price for conflicts
in West Asia and Ukraine. 

He also underscored the
threat to peace from terro-
rism, saying its usage as an
instrument of  statecraft is
simply unacceptable.

“It can never be justified;
it can never be rationalised.
Yet, it continues because not

all states really display zero-
tolerance. Despite history
holding so many lessons, so-
me still allow political calcu-
lations to take precedence,”
he said.

“The world must develop
sharper awareness about
this common threat. And it
must come together with
stronger resolve and counter
terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.”

He said the world cannot
advance half-prosperous
and half-denied and in an era
of  intricate supply chains,
of  globalised markets and of
common resources, this is
simply a prescription for
continuous instability.

“The Global South today
faces a 4F crisis: of  finance,
fuel, food, and fertiliser. The
Global North must realise it
has equal stakes in finding
solutions. International eco-
nomy must be urgently de-
risked and nations provided
with more diversified op-
tions. Market distortions
through constriction and
choke-points only add to suf-
fering. A genuine dialogue
in this regard is overdue,”
the EAM said.

‘Global South
Facing 4F Crisis’

EAM to UN: Lead during
crises, don’t just watch

The world must come together
with stronger resolve and counter
terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, Jaishankar said

Quad foreign ministers will
meet this week in Atlanta

on the sidelines of a G20
ministerial gathering, official
sources confirmed, signalling
the strategic forum remains
resilient despite recent India-
US diplomatic turbulence,
reports Sachin Parashar. The
foreign ministers will look to
outline the agenda for the
Quad leaders’ summit in
Manila next month on the
margins of Asean meetings.
EAM S Jaishankar will travel to
Atlanta for the G20 and Quad
foreign ministers’ meetings
US secretary of state Marco
Rubio will host on Oct 30-31.

JS to attend G20,
Quad meets in US
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