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RITWIK SHARMA
NewDelhi,23November

The aviation industry can do with quiet
efficiency, rattled as it has been by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

A revitalised Boeing 737 MAX aircraft,
which SpiceJet is hinging on to transform the
low-cost carrier’s prospects, brings this very
samepromiseof gettingdownto the repair job
withminimum fuss. And literally so.

Before embarking on a breezy flight on
Tuesday, carryingapresscontingent fromNew
DelhialongwithaviationministerJyotiraditya
Scindia to his borough of Gwalior and back,
one was privy to the note of optimism among
officials of SpiceJet andBoeing.

Since the Federal Aviation Administration
cleared the decks for the grounded aircraft
exactly a year ago, 175-plus out of 195 global
regulators have opened their airspace to the
737 MAX, and 32 airlines have resumed their
fleets to service. For SpiceJet, it is a potential
game changer as an economical aircraft that
burns 20 per cent less fuel— themost expen-
sive component of input costs —and incurs
lower engineering costs, too.

“We are happy that the aircraft has been
reinducted; it’s the backbone of SpiceJet’s
fleet,” gushedSpiceJet chiefAjaySinghbefore
takeoff. Belying fears over MAX's benighted
past of being grounded after two fatal crashes
(see box), Singh promised that it is the safest
aircraft with no complaints of glitches
followingasoftwareupdateandSpiceJet’sown
recent trials. SpiceJet’s eventual aim is to
replaceall of its olderBoeing737-NGfleetwith
the MAX, and Singh is certain that flyers
wouldn’t opt out of it.

A brunch and a press conference later, the
proof of the pudding was in the eating. The
aircraft, with its imposing wings and turbine
engines,wasparked foragoodhalfhour longer
than the planned 2 pm start. Scindia walked
up the boarding stairs first, qui-
etlypastagaggleof reportersand
photographers. As the rest
moved in and the plane taxied,
oneof the first signalsofasmooth
operator was how one
wasn't alerted by the familiar
“barking” sound — when a
device that balances the
hydraulics is at play.

As it took off also, the engine
settled intoahumrather thana roar, and justi-
fied theclaimthat thenew jet emanates40per
cent less noise footprint, resulting in a quieter
and silent cabin. Its other efficiencies include

a cut in nitrogen emissions by 50 per cent, up
to 20 per cent less fuel than older 737s,
and more legroom than other carriers in its
class. The roominess was accentuated by lean
black-cushioned seats that come with an
adjustable headrest.

Another temptation is in the offing — the
aircraft is equipped with Satcom
that will enable it to offer broad-
band internet on board. SpiceJet
haspromisedto introducethefea-
turesoon,andforfree initially.The
only exception will be no voice
call, as itcoulddisturbpassengers.

No sooner had the flight rid of
the seat belt sign thana rush for a
soundbyte fromtheaviationmin-
ister ensued. But the reporters

returnedafterpersisting forawhile,withmur-
murs of not getting any new word out of him
although he addressed them patiently. For
those who stayed put, the reward was a quick

meal of fruits, paneer rolls, a vermicelli salad,
mixed fruit juice and a dessert.

The sun shone brighter as the aircraft
touched down onGwalior, within 40minutes
of leaving from a sunny, smoggy Delhi. The
minister left quietly, and the airline’s officials,
crewandgroundstaff joined together forpho-
to-ops on a red carpet on the tarmac.

The return flight, minus the minister, was
swift and with less incident — as short trips
tend to be.

Earlier in the day, Singh stressed that
the airline’s objective is to cleanup its balance
sheet and promised a new spirit and SpiceJet
2.0, come January. He also anticipates a
new class of first-time flyers — who took to
flying for lack of options post-Covid, despite
fears—adding to traffic growthas theaviation
sector recovers with vaccination picking up
pace in India.

TheBoeing737MAX,makingacleanbreak
with its past, will be the key to that cleanup.

Fleet of all 13 MAX to
take off soon
LOW-COSTCARRIERSPICEJETRESUMED
SERVICESOFTHEBOEING737MAX,whichhad
beenabackboneofitspassengerfleetand
wasgroundedfortwo-and-a-halfyears,
onSunday.

AsitssoleoperatorinIndia,SpiceJethopes
tosignificantlyimproveitsbottomlinewith
the737MAX,whichitschairmanAjaySingh
promisedisthesafestaircrafttoflyandalso
moresustainableandlessnoisythanitsolder
fleet.The737MAXwasgroundedgloballyafter

346peoplewerekilledintwoairline
crashes—offtheIndonesiancoastandin
Ethiopia—in2018-19.

SpiceJethadstrucka$22-billiondealwith
Boeingforthedeliveryofupto205aircraft in
2017.Thirteenaircraftthathadbeenin
operationforsixmonthsandremainedin
Indiaareresumingservicesnow.Twoaircraft
areflyingcurrently,whiletherestare
expectedtoinanother15-20days—on
domesticaswellasinternationalroutes.Singh
saidtheairlinewill trytoexpeditedeliveryof
50MAXaircraftby2023,startingDecember10.
Outofthe50,15-20willreplaceexistingones.

SACHINPMAMPATTA
Mumbai, 23November

ThearrestofmoviestarShah
RukhKhan’sson,AryanKhan,
afteraraidonacruiseshipparty
hasputthefocusonIndia’sdrug
enforcement.Whilegranting
himbail,theBombayHigh
Courtsaid:“Thecourtprima
faciehasnotnoticedany
positiveevidenceagainstAryan
Khanandtwoother.”The
NarcoticsControlBureaualso
allegedhisfriend,Arbaaz
Merchant,wasfoundwithsix
gramsofcharas,whichismade
fromthecannabisplant.

India’sdrugcrackdown
focusesoncannabisthoughthe
plant’sproductsaregradually
findingacceptanceinother
places.Canada,Italy,Germany
andsomeplacesintheUShave
takenstepstolegaliseatleast
somecannabisproducts.India’s
NationalCrimeRecordsBureau
hasdataonthequantityof
drugsseizedeveryyearunder
theNarcoticDrugsand
PsychotropicSubstances
(NDPS)Act,1985.Thedata
showsthatover60percentof
thetotalquantityofseized
drugsin2020wascannabis-
basedasseeninchart1.

Thelockdowntoslowdown
thecoronavirusmay
havecontributedtohigher
cannabisseizures,accordingto
OmPrakashSingh,former
professorattheNilRatan
Sircar(NRS)MedicalCollege,
Kolkata,whoseworkcovers
substanceabuse.

“...cannabisishome-grown
inIndia,heroinismainly
importedfromothercountries,”
hesaid.

Indiahasmorecases
registeredforpersonaldruguse
thanmurder:thisholdstruefor
thelastfewyearsforwhich
comparabledataisavailable.

Casesregisteredfordrug
traffickingarefewer(seechart2).

Thiscrackdownonusershas
beencriticisedasaploytoboost
convictionrates.Thepoorare
oftenpickedupandmadeto
pleadguilty,resultinginaquick
conviction,accordingtoearlier
researchbyindependentthink
tanktheVidhiCentreForLegal
Policy.Ananalysisofthe2020
numbersshowsthattheNDPS
convictionrateis81.6percent
overalland86.7percentfor
personaldrugconsumption
cases.Thisdropsto44.1percent
formurdercasesand
39.2percentforcasesrelatedto
crimesagainstwomen.

Thestate’scrackdownon
userswouldsuggestthatIndia
hasacannabisproblem.Data
doesn’tsupportthatpremise.
India’scannabisuseislower
thantheglobalaverage,show
numbersfromtheMinistryof
SocialJusticeand
Empowerment’sreportentitled
“MagnitudeofSubstanceUsein
India2019”.

ThereportsuggestedIndia’s
biggerproblemisopioids.
Thesecoveropium,heroinand
pharmaceuticalopioids.
PrevalenceoftheiruseinIndia
ishigherthantherestofthe
world(seechart3).

“Comparingthefiguresfor
illicitdrugusegloballywith
India,whiletheprevalenceof
cannabisuseislowerthanthe
globalaverage,prevalenceof
opioiduse...(in)...Indiaisthree
timesthatofglobalaverage,”
saidthereport.

“Purelylegalapproachto
drugusehasfailedtomeetwith
success,andstrategiesare
shiftingtoharmreduction,
whichinclude
decriminalisationofsubstance
use,andtreatmentand
rehabilitation,”saidOm
PrakashSingh.

INDIA’SDRUGCHASE COULDBE
ONTHEWRONGTRAIL
Thecountryhasmorecasesregisteredfor
personaldrugusethanmurder;itis
crackingdownoncannabiswhenopioids
appeartobethebiggerproblem

MAJORITYOFDRUGSSEIZEDIN
2020WERECANNABIS-BASED
Share of cannabis-based drugs in
seizures (in %)

Note: Shows share of cannabis-based drugs in total
kilogram quantity of drugs seized. Data covers ganja,
hashish and charas seized for the given years under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.
Source: NCRB, Business Standard calculations
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Note: Cannabis data presented here pertains to only the
illicit forms (i.e. ganja / charas). Bhang is not included in
these estimates.
Source: Magnitude of Substance Use in India 2019,
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

CANNABISUSE IN INDIA IS
LOWERTHANGLOBALAVERAGE
Other formsofdrugabuseappear
moreproblematic in India

2017 2018 2019 2020
Source: NCRB

PERSONAL CONSUMPTION
POLICED MORE THAN OTHER
SERIOUS OFFENCES
Showsnumberofcases inagivenyear
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SpiceJet gets to work with
revitalised Boeing 737 MAX
ONBOARDEXPERIENCE:Lessnoisy,morefuel-efficient,morelegroom

The aircraft is
equipped with
Satcom that will
enable it to offer
broadband internet
on board. SpiceJet
has promised to
introduce the
feature soon

NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS

Place: Mumbai
rdDate: 23 November, 2021

balkrishna industries limited
CIN NO: L99999MH1961PLC012185

Regd. Office : - B-66, Waluj MIDC, Waluj Industrial Area,
Aurangabad - 431136, Maharashtra, India.

Tel No. +91 22 6666 3800 Fax: +91 22 6666 3898/99
Website: www.bkt-tires.com E-mail: shares@bkt-tires.com

Members of the Company are hereby informed that a Postal Ballot Notice,
seeking members' consent on the resolution set out in the said Notice has
been sent electronically to the members whose e-mail address is registered
with the Company/ KFin Technologies Private Limited ("KFinTech"),
Company's Registrar and Transfer Agent/Depository Participant(s), as on

thFriday, 12 November, 2021, i.e. the Cut-Off Date. The Company has
ndcompleted electronic despatch of the Postal Ballot Notice on Monday, 22

November, 2021.
The Postal Ballot Notice is available on the Company's website at
www.bkt-tires.com and on the website of the Stock Exchanges, that is, BSE
Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com
and www.nseindia.com, respectively and on the website of KFinTech, at
https://evoting.kfintech.com. Members who do not receive the Postal
Ballot Notice may download it from the above-mentioned websites.
The documents referred to in the Postal Ballot Notice are available for
inspection electronically and members seeking to inspect such
documents can send an e-mail to shares@bkt-tires.com.
Instruction for e-voting:
In accordance with the applicable circulars issued by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, the Company is providing to its members the facility to exercise
their right to vote on the resolution proposed in the said Postal Ballot Notice
only by electronic means ("e-voting"). The communication of the assent or
dissent of the members would take place through remote e-voting process
only. The Company has engaged the services of KFinTech as the agency
to provide e-voting facility. Members may cast their votes during the period
mentioned herein below:

thCommencement of e-voting: 9:00 a.m. (IST) on Wednesday, 24
November, 2021

rdEnd of e-voting: 5: 00 p.m. (IST) on Thursday, 23 December, 2021
E-voting will not be allowed beyond the aforesaid date and time and the e-
voting module shall be forthwith disabled by KFinTech upon expiry of the
aforesaid period.
Manner of e-voting by members holding shares in dematerialised mode,
physical mode and members who have not registered their email address
has been provided in the Postal Ballot Notice. The manner in which
persons who have forgotten the User ID and Password, can obtain /
generate the same, has also been provided in the said Notice.
Aperson, whose name is recorded in the Register of Members/ List of
BeneficialOwners ason theCut-OffDate shall onlybeconsideredeligible
for the purpose of e-voting. Voting rights of a member/beneficial owner
(in case of electronic shareholding) shall be in proportion to his/her/its
shareholding in the paid up equity share capital of the Company as on the
Cut-Off Date.Apersonwho becomes amember after the Cut-Off Date
should treat this notice for informationpurposeonly.
Manner of registering/updatinge-mail address:
a) Members holding shares in physical form may register their email

address and mobile number with KFinTech by sending an email request
at the email ID einward.ris@kfintech.com along with the copy of the
signed request letter mentioning the Name, Address, Folio No., Email
address and Mobile number of the Member, self-attested scanned
copy of the PAN Card and self-attested scanned copy of any document
(such as Driving License, Election Identity Card, Passport, etc.) in support
of the address of the Member, for registering their email address and
receiving the Notice of Postal Ballot and the e-voting instructions.

b) Members holding shares in Demat form can get their email ID
registered by contacting their respective Depository Participant.

The resolution, if approved, shall be deemed to have been passed on the
rdlast date of e-voting i.e. 23 December, 2021. The results of e-voting will

thbe announced on or before Monday, 27 December, 2021 and will be
displayed on the Company's website www.bkt-tires.com and communicated
to the Stock Exchanges and National Securities Depository Limited and
Central Depository Services (India) Limited and KFinTech. The Company
will also display the results of the Postal Ballot at its Registered Office.
In case of any query on e-voting, members may refer to the "Help" and
"FAQs" sections /E-voting user manual available through a dropdown
menu in the "Downloads" section of KFinTech's website for e-voting
https://evoting.kfintech.com.
Contact details for addressing e-voting related queries/grievances, if any:
Mr. Ramulu Peraboina-Manager - RIS, KFin Technologies Private Limited,
Selenium, Tower B, Plot No. 31-32, Gachibowli, Financial District,
Nanakramguda, Serilingampally Mandal, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 032,
Phone: 040-6716 2222, E-mail: evoting@kfintech.com, Toll free No.
1800-309-4001.

For Balkrishna Industries Limited
Sd/-

ARVIND PODDAR
Chairman & Managing Director

DIN NO. 00089984

Tender No : 08/2021-22/SE/PHC/MVPA
KIFB-WRD005-126-UWSS To Muvattupuzha – Replacing Damaged 200mm AC And
150mm AC Distribution Pipe From Latha Bus Stand Jn. To Kizhakkekkara With 200mm
DI And 160mm PVC Pipe In Ernakulam district. EMD: Rs. 50000 Tender fee: Rs.
5000 Last Date for submitting Tender: 15-12-2021 04:00:pm Phone: 04852835637
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle MuvattupuzhaKWA-JB-GL-6-556-2021-22

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice
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लोकमत न्यूज नेटवकर्
मुंबई  : राज्याचे माजी गृहमंत्री अिनल 
देशमुख भ्रष्टाचारप्रकरणी राज्याचे 
मुख्य सिचव सीताराम कंुল व पोलीस 
महासंचालक संजय पांड्ये यांना 
सीबीआयने बजावलेले समन्स रद्द 
करण्यास राज्य सरकारने केलेली 
यािचका सरोगेলड आहे. या यािचकेचे 
कतेर्धतेर् माजी गृहमंत्री अिनल देशमुख 
आहेत, असा आरोप सीबीआयने 
मंगळवारी उच्च न्यायालयात केला. 
सीबीआयचा तपास खोडण्यासाठी 

व िदशाभूल करण्यासाठी राज्य 
सरकारने समन्स रद्द करण्यासाठी 
न्यायालयात यािचका केली, असा 
युिक्तवाद सीबीआयतफेर्  अितिरक्त 
सॉिलसीटर जनरल अमन लेखी यांनी 

न्या. िनतीन जामदार व न्या. साঀग 
कोतवाल यांच्या खंडपीठापु঳ केला.  
देशमुख गृहमंत्री असताना महाराণ 

पोलीस आस्थापन मंडळाने पोलीस 
िनयुक्त्या बदल्यांसंदभार्त केलेल्या 
िशफारशी खो঎न काढल्या, हे िसद्ध 
करणारे पुरावे सीबीआयकএ आहेत, 
असे लेखी यांनी सांिगतले. 

‘पोलीस मंडळाच्या अनेक 
िशफारशी मंजूर केल्या नाहीत, िनणर्य 
बदलण्यात आले आिण अनेक 

बदल्या आिण िनयुक्त्या मंडळाच्या 
सहभागािशवाय केल्या, हे दाखवणारे 
अनेक पुरावे सीबीआयने गोळा केले. हा 
संपूणर् भाग देशमुख यांच्या 
भूिमकेभोवती िफरतो. देशमुख यांनी 

िदलासा िमळवण्यासाठी न्यायालयात 
अनेकदा यािचका केली. पण, त्यांना 
यश आले नाही. त्यामुঞ आता राज्य 
सरकार त्यांच्यावतीने पु঳ आले आहे. 
ही सरोगेट यािचका आहे. त्यामागे ‘खरे 
िहरो’ अिनल देशमुख आहेत,’ असा 
युिक्तवाद लेखी यांनी केला. तर 
पांडये यांना परमबीर िसंह यांच्याशी 
झालेल्या संभाषणाच्या चौकशीसाठी 
त्यांना समन्स बजावले, असे लेखी 
यांनी न्यायालयाला सांिगतले.
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यािचकेमागचे ‘कतेर् धतेर्’ अिनल देशमुख
लोकमत न्यूज नेटवकर्
मुंबई  : मुंबईचे माजी पोलीस आयुक्त 
परमबीर िसंह यांच्या जुहू येथील 
घराबाहेर मंगळवारी ते फरार 
असल्याची नोटीस लावण्यात आली 
आहे. काही िदवसांपूवीर् मुंबईच्या िकला 
कोटार्त झालेल्या सुनावणीत गोरेगाव 
पोलीस ठाणे येथे दाखल असलेल्या 

खंडणीच्या गुन्ह्याप्रकरणी प्रकरणी 
कोटार्ने िसंह यांना फरार घोिषत केले 
होते. कोटार्ची हीच नोटीस  त्यांच्या जुहू 
येथील फ्लॅटच्या दरवाजावर लावण्यात 
आली. परमबीर यांच्यावर मुंबईसह 
िविवध िठकाणी खंडणीचे सहा गु঩ 
नोंद झाले. तसेच तीनवेळा अजामीन 
पात्र वाॅঀटही बजावण्यात आले आहे.  

हस्तांतरणापूवीर् 
एअर इंिडयाचे 
िवद्यमान संचालक 
देणार राजीनामे?
लोकमत न्यूज नेटवकर्
मुंबई  : एअर इंिडयाच्या 
हस्तांतरणाची प्रिक्रया आता अंितम 
टप्प्यात आली असून, ही ॶपनी 
टाटांना सुपूदर्  करण्यापूवीर् िवद्यमान 
संचालक राजीनामे देण्याच्या 
तयारीत आहेत. तसे आदेश विरष्ठ 
नेतृत्त्वाक঎न प्राप्त झाले आहेत. 
त्यामुঞ येत्या िडसेंबर मिहन्यात 
होणारी संचालक मंडळाची बैठक 
त्यांच्या कारिकदीर्तील शेवटची 
बैठक ठरू शकते, अशी मािहती 
सूत्रांनी िदली. 
सध्या एअर इंिडयाच्या संचालक 

मंडळावर सात सदस्य आहेत. त्यात 
अध्यक्ष, व्यवस्थापॵय संचालक, 
चार कायर्कारी संचालक आिण 
सरकारिनयुक्त दोन संचालकांचा 
समावेश आहे. िवद्यमान संचालक 
मंडळाने राजीनामे िदल्यानंतर टाटा 
समूहाक঎न नवीन संचालक 
मंडळाची स्थापना केली जाणार 
आहे. त्यानंतर २३ जानेवारीपासून ते 
एअर इंिडयाचे संचालन स्वतःच्या 
हाती घेतील. त्यामुঞ 
हस्तांतरणाआधी िवद्यमान संचालक 
मंडळाने राजीनामे द्यावेत, असे िनदेर्श 
विरष्ठ पातळीवरून देण्यात आले 
आहेत. 

 एअर इंिडयाशी संबंिधत एका 
अिधकार्याने िदलेल्या मािहतीनुसार, 
१५ नोটबरला झालेल्या बैठॵत 
सवर् संचालकांना राजीनामा देण्यास 
सांगण्यात आले. त्यामुঞ िडसेंबरच्या 
ঽसर्या वा ितसर्या सप्ताहात 
होणार्या बैठॵत सवर् सातही 
संचालक राजीनामे देतील.

समन्स रद्द करण्यासाठीची यािचका; सीबीआयचा उच्च न्यायालयात दावा
२४ नोव्हेंबरला हाेणार पुढील सुनावणी 
सप्टेंबर मिहन्यात सीबीआयने सीताराम कंुटे व पोलीस महासंचालक संजय 
पांड्ये यांना समन्स बजावून िदल्लीच्या सीबीआय कायार्लयात चौकशीसाठी 
उपिस्थत राहण्यास सांिगतले. राज्य सरकारने या समन्सना उच्च न्यायालयात 
आव्हान िदले आह.े या यािचकेवरील सुनावणी २४ नोव्हेंबर रोजी ठेवली आह.े

परमबीर िसंह यांच्या घराबाहेर 
फरार असल्याची नोटीस 

राज्यात १० कोटींहून अिधक लाभाथ्यार्ंना लस 
मुंबई  : राज्यात आतापयर्ंत एঈण १० कोटी ७७ लाख १३ हजार ७२२ लाभाथ्यार्ंना 
कोिवड प्रितबंधक लस देण्यात आली आहे. राज्यात सोमवारी ८ लाख ३७ हजार ५५८ 
लाभाथ्यार्ंचे लसीकरण करण्यात आले आहे.

राज्यात कोरोनाचे 
७६६ रुग्ण, तर १९ 
बािधतांचा मृत्यू 
लोकमत न्यूज नेटवकर्
मुंबई  : राज्यात मंगळवारी पुन्हा 
एकदा दैनंिदन रुग्णसंख्या 
हजारांच्या आत नोंद झाली आहे. 
राज्यात मंगळवारी ७६६ रुग्णांची 
नोंद आिण १९ कोरोना बािधतांचा 
मृत्यू झाला आहे. तर ঽसरीकএ 
िदवसभरात ९२९ रुग्ण बरे होऊन 
घरी गेले असून, एঈण ६४ लाख ७७ 
हजार ३७९ रुग्णांनी कोरोनावर मात 
केली आहे. राज्यात सध्या ९ हजार 
४९३ सिक्रय रुग्ण आहेत, अशी 
मािहती सावर्जिनक आरोग्य 
िवभागाने िदली आहे. 
आजपयर्ंत तपासलेल्या ६ कोटी 

४८ लाख ४४ हजार ८९६ प्रयोगशाळा 
नमुन्यांपैॵ १०.२३ टके्क नमुने 
पॉिझिटव्ह आले आहेत.  
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