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Put e-gaming policy on 
hold: Law panel to MeitY

R KRISHNA DAS 

Raipur, 23 January 

Farmers in the Bastar region are establishing 
a new identity by cultivating coffee in pock-
ets that have seen Maoist violence in the 
past while the Chhattisgarh government is 
working on a plan to showcase the product 
with international brands. 

Coffee cultivation in Bastar, which start-
ed in 2017 on an experimental basis in 20 
acres by the horticulture department, has 
reached the farmers’ fields. 

Following the success, the department is 
training farmers and self-help groups of 
women in coffee planting and processing, 
to marketing. 

Under the first project, started in 2021, 
100 acres is being cultivated by a group of 
34 farmers in Dilmili under the Darbha 
tehsil. The area is a barren farm, on which 
coffee is being grown for the first time. 

Under the second project, 24 farmers are 
cultivating coffee in 100 acres in a village of 
the Kandanar panchayat. Interestingly, 
farmers are growing coffee in forest land. 

Under the third project, a rare variety of 
coffee is being grown in the hills of 
Mundagarh. The project is being imple-
mented with the support of the District 
Mineral Foundation Trust (DMFT) Fund and 
the NITI Aayog. 

According to Horticulture College Senior 
Scientist K P Singh, the San Ramon variety, 
which is one of the oldest coffee varieties in 
India, was planted in Darbha in the  
early stages. The production of the Arabica 
and Robusta varieties of coffee also started 
here in 2018. 

At present, the harvesting of the coffee 
planted in 2018 is going on and it is expected 

that around 15 quintals will be produced in 
February this year, Singh said. 

He added seeing the success of cultiva-
tion in Darbha, Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel wanted to bring it to farmers’ fields 
and that was how coffee was being cultivat-
ed in 240 acres in Bastar district on the ini-
tiative of the state government and district 
administration. 

By 2026, coffee will be cultivated in  
5,820 acres. 

According to officials, coffee will be pro-
duced by farmers, processed by women of 
self-help groups, and marketed by Bastar 
Café, a state-run coffee shop started  
in Jagdalpur, the divisional headquarters  
of Bastar. 

The process will help farmers to get the 
right price of the product because there will 
be no middlemen in the deal. 

Officials said the state government had 
planned to set up Bastar Cafe in big cities 
across the country to compete with interna-
tional brands like CCD and Starbucks. 

ANIL SHARMA 

Jaipur, 23 January 

A Rajasthan-based trade body, 
Akhil Rajya Trade and Industry 
Association (ARTIA), has  
dema nded that the Rajasthan 
State Industrial Development & 
Inves tment Corporation (RIICO) 
offer land at cheaper rates to  
set up units. 

RIICO, a state government 
enterprise, sets up industrial 
areas and acts as a financial insti-
tution by providing loans to large, 
medium, and small-scale pro-
jects. ARTIA president Vishnu 
said the government should 
ensure the availability of land in 
industrial areas at affordable or 
subsidised rates. 

RIICO gets land from the state 
to develop industrial areas at con-
cessional rates. “The land is being 
sold through auction through 
online medium and the rates in 
the auction go up steeply,” Vishnu 
said.  Because of the high prices 
of industrial land, the process of 
setting up industries has slowed 
down, he said. ARTIA executive 
president Prem Biyani said it was 
necessary to allot land at cheaper 
rates with long-term payment 
terms. “The process should also 
be simplified. That is, after the 
establishment of an industry, the 
process of paying for the land in 
instalments of 5-10 years can be 
considered,” Biyani said 

 

Trade body calls 
for cheaper 
land rates to  
set up units

Combat zone’s coffee 
set to go international

CHHATTISGARH RAJASTHAN

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT 

Lucknow, 23 January 

Uttar Pradesh has received 
total investment proposals of 
over ~35,000 crore in the hos-
pitality and tourism sectors. 

The intended investments 
pertain to a plethora of pro-
jects, including hotels, resorts, 
river cruise, wellness hubs, 

ecotourism, entertainment 
zones, theme parks, etc. The 
government is looking to 
catalyse the state’s socioeco-
nomic landscape with the 
help of both manufacturing 
and services. 

“The fresh investment pro-
posals have come as a shot in 
the arm for UP in its endeavour 
to boost the gross state domes-

tic product (GSDP) and create 
mass local jobs,” a senior UP 
government official said. 

While hotels and resorts 
projects account for nearly 
~20,000 crore worth of invest-
ment proposals, miscellaneous 
projects comprise the remain-
ing portion of proposed invest-
ment kitty.  

The state has firmed up 

over 400 memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with pri-
vate firms in this regard. 

The investment proposals 
were garnered during the 
recent domestic and interna-
tional roadshows organised in 
the run-up to the UP Global 
Investors Summit (GIS) 2023 
during February 10-12 in 
Lucknow. 

Tourism sector nets ~35K-cr investment proposals 
UTTAR PRADESH

ACCENT REGION

ECLGS prevented 12% of MSME 
loans from turning bad: SBI report
NIKESH SINGH 

New Delhi, 23 January  

Around 12 per cent (~2.2 trillion) of the out-
standing MSME credit has been saved 
from slipping into bad loans because of 
the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 
Scheme (ECLGS) launched by the Centre 
during the pandemic, thus saving 16.5 mil-
lion jobs till November 2022, according to 
estimates by State Bank of India. 

“Of the 1.46 million MSME (Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises) accounts 
that have been saved due to ECLGS, almost 
93.8 per cent were in the micro and small 
category. The trading sector (kirana shops, 
etc.) has benefitted the most, followed by 
food processing, textiles and commercial 
real estate,” the report by the Economic 
Research Department of SBI said. 

A similar report by SBI released in 
January 2022 claimed MSME loan 
accounts worth ~1.8 trillion (14 per cent) 
were saved from turning bad during the 
period till November 2021, preventing 15 
million workers from becoming jobless. 

ECLGS was launched in May 2020 to 
support eligible MSMEs and business 
enterprises in meeting their operational 

liabilities and restarting their businesses. 
Under the scheme, 100 per cent credit 
guarantee is extended to the lending insti-
tutions for loans extended by them under 
the scheme to eligible borrowers. The 
admissible guarantee limit under the 
scheme has been raised from ~4.5 trillion 
to ~5 trillion. 

The MSME units are becoming larger 
with the rise in economic activity, raising 
their ability to raise capital through (non-
bank) debt markets. “Beginning FY22, there 
is evidence of MSME units getting bigger 
with several units crossing the threshold of 
~250 crore turnover and turning mid-sized 
corporates by the new definition of MSME 
units. This reveals integration of MSME 
units with a larger value chain as produc-
tion-linked incentive) activity is getting 
momentum,” the report said. 

Ministry unlikely to shelve draft rules, asks commission to submit inputs 
SOURABH LELE 

New Delhi, 23 January 

The Law Commission has 
urged top information 
and technology (IT) 

ministry officials to put on hold 
the policy on online gaming till 
it comes up with a “compre-
hensive” report on the matter. 

The ministry, however, is 
unlikely to shelve the draft 
rules and has invited the com-
mission to submit its inputs, 
according to sources. 

The commission, chaired 
by Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi, the 
former chief justice of 
Karnataka High Court, has tak-
en suo motu cognizance of the 
financial losses, addiction 
among youngsters, and fraud-
ulent malpractices in online 
gaming. The panel is deliber-
ating on the legal aspects con-
cerning online games. 

“We have decided to con-
duct an in-depth study and 
analysis of the draft rules, to 

bring out a comprehensive 
report on the matter. 
Consequently, we urge you to 
kindly put on hold any propos-
al to finalise any draft laws in 
this regard 
while we are 
seized of the 
matter. You are 
also requested 
to hold a meet-
ing and have a 
consultation 
with us regard-
ing the same,” 
the chairman 
said in a letter to 
senior officials 
in the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(MeitY).  The commission also 
noted that the finance ministry 
was working to finalise new 
laws or introduce amendments 
in the existing ones related to 
the sector.  

The 22nd Law Commission, 
set up in November 2022, 
researches and reviews laws 

and advises on new legislation. 
It works as an advisory body to 
the law and justice ministry.  

The IT ministry earlier this 
month released draft amend-

ments to the IT 
(Intermediary 
Guidelines and 
Digital Media 
Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021, in 
relation to 
online gaming. 
It has conduct-
ed consulta-
tions with 
gaming firms, 
industry bod-

ies, gamers, teachers, and pol-
icy advocacy groups. 

An official from MeitY said, 
“Any stakeholder can give their 
feedback on the policy as con-
sultations are already open. 
There is no question of stop-
ping the process, but sugges-
tions are welcome.” 

The rules define an online 
game as any game that is 

offered on the internet and is 
accessible by a user through a 
computer resource if he or she 
deposits with the expectation 
of earning winnings. The draft 
rules propose a self-regulatory 
body to certify what is permit-
ted as an ‘online game’. They 
prescribe a registration mark 
on all online games registered 
by the self-regulatory body. 

The commission believes 
that different laws being 
brought by several states might 
complicate the matter. 
“Various states, such as 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and 
Meghalaya, etc, have come up 
with their own laws and ordi-
nances to deal with the issue… 
The position of the law is 
unclear; as a result, it is leading 
to a lot of chaos and confusion. 
With many more state govern-
ments planning to come up 
with such laws, it is bound to 
further complicate the conun-
drum,” the letter adds. 
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