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INDIA, QATAR MAY FINALISE TERMS
OF REFERENCE FOR TRADE DEAL

India and Qatar are likely to finalise terms of reference
for a bilateral trade agreement next month, a senior
official said on Monday.

Once the terms of reference of the proposed trade
pact are finalised, Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal may visit Qatar in October, the official said.

The official also informed that there is good progress
on the proposed trade pact with the EU.

The EU team is currently here for the 13th round of
India-EU FTA talks. "It is possible that next month Qatar’s
terms of reference (for trade deal) may be finalised,” the
official said.

Minister Goyal last month had said that Qatar wants
to negotiate a free trade agreement (FTA) with India.

In February, India and Qatar agreed to double
bilateral trade to $28 billion over the next five years.

12% SAFEGUARD DUTY ON STEEL
PRODUCTS SUFFICIENT: JINDAL

The proposed safeguard duty of 12 per cent on the
import of certain steel products is “sufficient” and the
industry will approach the government again if it faces
import-related challenges in future, industry leader
Naveen Jindal said on Monday.

The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) has
recommended final imposition of a safeguard duty on
imports of certain flat steel products for three years to
protect domestic manufacturers from a sudden jump in
inbound shipments. The duty was recommended by the
DGTR in its final findings of a probe initiated on a
complaint by the Indian Steel Association.

"We would have liked it to be 25 per cent (safeguard
duty). But if in their wisdom, they (DGTR) have
recommended 12 per cent. That is sufficient,”

Jindal told reporters on the sidelines of I1SA Steel
Conclave 2025.

HIMADREE
CHUTIA

Music was always my first love
since I was a little child, but destiny
had other wicked yet surprising
plans in store for me. So, after com-
pleting my Master’s in English from
the erstwhile Cotton College (now
Cotton University), yours truly, like
many others, landed up in
Delhi in search of jobs. And luck had
it that, after working in various
capacities at different organisa-
tions, my first job worth mention-
ing was with Music Today of The
India Today Group.

I was rightfully delighted, as it
kept me connected to music.After
nine months of nurturing and care,
like in a mother’s womb, I was
called for an interview at Hindustan
Times, and fortunately, | got select-
ed. I'm setting the tone with these
slightly elaborate opening remarks
to offer an insight into what nudged

AN ODE TO THE BARD

me to write this piece. Upon my
return to Assam for personal
reasons, | never really had the
luxury to get back to writing or
publish anything substantial. But
today came along as an opportune
moment to return to the passion of
writing once again, thanks to a few
well-wishers who kept pestering
me to start living the life and art I've
always loved.

And Bhupen Da, as always, came
to me as a knight in shining armour
- in his spirit! Today, as Assam and
the entire nation celebrate 100
years of Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika, | had to pause and take
a breather from the fast lanes of life
to pen a heartfelt tribute to our very
own Bhupen Da, a household
name, deeply loved across gener-
ations, irrespective of caste, creed,
community, and religion.

The Bard of the Brahmaputra
stood for unity. Bhupen Da is
the epitome of our identity, our
culture, and an enduring love for
humanity.

I grew up listening to his songs,
played every morning on our
humble yet proud possession, a
radio that sat atop our wooden

dining table. My Ma would play it
gleefully, loud enough to wake
her three sleepy children in time for
school. Every celebration at home
was incomplete without his music.

Seeing my growing love for
melody, Ma enrolled me in Dhemaji
Music School when I was in the 4th
standard at S.F.S. School. Thus
began my six-year journey of formal
training in Hindustani vocal under
the Vishnu Digambar Gharana,
guided by seasoned gurus.

Every Friday evening and Sunday
morning, Ma, Dada, and | headed
for our music classes. (Oh, and by
the way, Dada, now an Associate
Professor of Civil Engineering at
AEC, is also a trained tabla player.)
I eventually earned my B.Mus by the
time I reached Class X.

Back at school, we had a Literary
Activities class every Friday from 2-
3 p.m., mandated for all students by
the Father of our missionary school,
a beautiful initiative. We performed
songs by legends such as Bhupen
Da, Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad Rabha,
Jayanta Hazarika, Jyoti Prasad
Agarwala, Rabindranath Tagore,
Lata Di, and Asha Tai.

But Bhupen Da remained our

favourite, especially when Rudaali
was the rage. I loved music so much
that I even had it as my
elective subject for the
matriculation exam.

For the practical exam, which
was held in Lakhimpur, if my
memory serves me right, we had to
learn at least two songs by Bhupen
Da, one Rabindra Sangeet, one
Nazrul Geeti, and one Bhajan as
well. The best days of my life
indeed.

Fast forward to my college days
at Cotton, our chorus performances
during friendly intro sessions at SKL
hostel and other events were often
interspersed with Bhupen Da’s
melodies. He never really left us. His
music stayed like a silent
companion - in spirit and in soul.

Later, when I began my careerin
Delhi, I found solace in his songs
once again. I met many like-minded
souls in the journalism communi-
ty, friends from Bengal and the
Northeast, all chasing dreams in the
world of mainstream media.

At least twice a month, we’d hold
jam sessions, bringing along our
musical instruments. I had my
acoustic Gibson, though I never

quite mastered it. Others brought
smaller percussion instruments; a
tabla was too cumbersome to carry
on buses (this was before the Delhi
Metro came along).

At HT City, our chai addas were
often set to music, with Bhupen Da,
Rabindranath Tagore, and Abida
Parveen always being favourites.
Those moments felt like home
away from home.

What I'm trying to say, through
these fragments of memory, from
childhood mornings to college cor-
ridors to newsroom evenings in
Delhi, and now, being back in
Assam, is that we have all lived and
loved Bhupen Da in our own
unique ways. And he will continue
to inspire generations. My
personal favourite from his legacy
is Kohua Bon, Asanta Mon.

The Government of Assam
has announced a year-long
celebration as a tribute to Assam’s
son of the soil — our beloved
Bhupen Da.

The writer is a JIO, Directorate of
Information and Public Relations, Government
of Assam; currently attached as PRO to
the Chief Secretary

GM crops not one-size-fits-

TRAI rejects Congress’s charges of SMS censorship

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

TRAI on Monday said it did
not receive any application
that pertained to sending
SMS to a political party’s
Maharashtra cadre on how
the 2024 Assembly election
was allegedly ‘stolen’, as the
regulator asserted that it
doesn’t even approve indi-
vidual SMS templates.

TRAI's rebuttal came after
Congress on Sunday claimed
that the TRAI rejected its
application for sending out
SMSes to its Maharashtra
cadre with the link of a doc-
umentary on how
Maharashtra assembly elec-
tions were allegedly “stolen”
on the grounds that it is
“content related to protest”.

Without naming Congress,
TRAl in a post on X said, “No
application was received by
#TRAI for sending SMS to a
political party’s Maharashtra
cadre on how the 2024
Assembly election was
‘stolen”.

TRAI pointed out that the
said application was sub-

mitted to one of the service
providers, who rejected it.

“TRAI was at no stage
involved in this process. In
fact, TRAl does not deal with
approval of individual
message templates,” the reg-
ulator clarified in a series of
social media posts.

TRAI doesn’t approve indi-
vidual SMS templates, it said,

tagging a screenshot of the
rejection by ‘STPL’, a service
provider.

“As per the photo, it is
clear that it was rejected by
the service provider, STPL,”
TRAI wrote in its post hash-
tagged ‘#FactCheck’.

Congress had also claimed
that the rejection indicated
“telltale signs of guilt of

Maharashtra election fraud”
and there were coordinated
moves by various arms of the
government to suppress
information.

Chairman of Congress’s
data analytics department
Praveen Chakravarty had
said the Congress wanted to
send SMSes to its
Maharashtra cadre of the
link to the YouTube docu-
mentary “How the MH 2024
election was stolen”, and as
per government process, an
application was filed with
TRAI for approval.

He had claimed TRAI
rejected permission to send
SMSes, saying it is ‘protest
content’.

“How is there such perfect
synchronisation between
Home Ministry, Election
Commission & Telecom
regulator to suppress? Does
one need more telltale
signs of guilt of Maharashtra
election fraud than such
coordinated moves by
various arms of the
Government to suppress &
hide information?”
Chakravarty had said on X.

all solution, say experts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Genetically modified (GM)
crops can offer targeted
solutions for specific
agricultural challenges, but
their effectiveness varies sig-
nificantly across different
crops and traits, experts said
atan eventorganized by the
World Food Prize Foundation
here on Monday.

“Any possible solution
should be something that
everyone should consider. It
may not be the right solution
for every individual farmer,
but GM is something that we
should look at,” said Nicole
Barreca Prenger, Senior
Director (Strategic
Communications) at the US-
based World Food Prize
Foundation, quoting Nobel
laureate Norman Borlaug’s
philosophy.

Speaking at a media brief-
ing about the foundation’s
‘Dialogue Next’ conference,
Prenger emphasised the
urgency of exploring all avail-

able agricultural technolo-
gies. “It could help one and it
could not help the other, but
why wouldn’t we try to do
what we can do? We are
running on borrowed time
and we are doing everything
that we can,” she said.

The solutions discovered
by Borlaug were effective for
25 years, but new approach-
es are now needed to address
current agricultural chal-
lenges, Prenger added. “So is
GM the answer? Yes for some,
no for others, but we need to
continue to look and contin-
ue to look for any solution
that we can find.”

BM Prasanna, Managing
Director of the Borlaug
Institute for South Asia (BISA),
explained that genetic mod-
ification works best in crops
with simpler genomes.

“Inrice, just by altering one
gene either through genetic
modification or genome
editing, you can have a
drastic change in phenotype.
It’s not the case in all crops,”
he said.

Speeding shaped by social pressure, poor road design, weak enforcement systems: Research

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Speeding is not just about
ignoring rules but is also
shaped by social pressure,
poor road design and weak
enforcement systems, a
research study based on evi-
dence from nine countries by
the George Institute of Global

Health has found.

Global evidence shows
that every 10 km/h reduction
in average vehicle speed
reduces the risk of a fatal
crash by up to 40 per cent,
making speed management
one of the most powerful
tools for saving lives.

The research, published
in BMJ Injury Prevention, a
peer-reviewed journal, is

GURU NANAK DEV
UNIVERSITY,

AMRITSAR
TENDER NOTICE

Online tender are invited from
reputed manufacturers/
authorized dealers for the Rate
Contract for supply of Chemicals,
Glassware, Plasticwares and
Equipments etc. (upto Rs.
2,00,000/-) for the period 2025-
26. Earnest aney (Rs. 20,000/-)
may be deposited online latest by
19/09/2025 (till 5:00 pm). Online
Tender Form, Terms & Conditions
are available on
www.gndu.ac.in

Director of Research

3776/12/2025-26/1690
Dated CHD :- 29/08/2025

the first global qualitative evi-
dence synthesis on why
people speed.

With rapid growth in car
and motorcycle ownership,
combined with limited
public transportation, speed-
ing and its deadly conse-
quences are worsening.
These insights are highly rel-
evant for India, which contin-
ues to record the highest

¢ E-TENDER CALL NOTICE
No:EM/MCHP/Tender-02/25/327
Date: 03.09.2025

Name of the Work “Design,
Fabrication, Supply, Erection and
Commissioning of one no. of
Reclaimer of 4000 TPH Capacity”.
Estimated cost: Rs.62,14,00,000/-.
Last date & time of submission of
bid: Dt.07.10.2025 wup-to 17:15
Hrs. Refer our website for details:
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Executive Engineer (M)
MCHP, PPA

PPA/PR/38/2025-2026

ARADIP PORT AUTHORITY

dtd.04.09.2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M [tanagar

Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu
launched Kiwi Mission
2025-2035, an ambitious
10-year programme aimed
at making the frontier state
synonymous with Kiwi
cultivation in the way
Assam is associated with
tea, officials said.

He formally launched
the programme at Ziro in
Lower Subansiri district on
Sunday in the presence of
Agriculture Minister

number of road crash deaths
worldwide.

In 2023 alone, there were
over 480,000 crashes and
172,000 deaths — roughly 55
crashes and 20 deaths every
hour.

Aligning with the UN’s
Second Decade of Action for
Road Safety (2021-2030), the
study notes the urgent need
for smarter, stronger speed

Gabriel D Wangsu, and
other cabinet colleagues
and MLAs.

Speaking at the
programme, Khandu
described the initiative as
a bold step to empower
farmers and position the
state as a hub of high-
quality organic produce.
The CM called the Kiwi
Mission a “farming revolu-
tion that will redefine
Arunachal Pradesh’s role in
India’s agricultural map”.

“Arunachal Pradesh is
underway with a bold
vision to make our land

management strategies to
halve deaths and injuries

by 2030.
“Speeding is not just an
individual choice — it is

shaped by culture, road
design and the credibility of
enforcement. If we want to
save lives, we need to create
systems where safe driving is
the easier choice, not the
harder one,” said Pratishtha

synonymous with Kiwi,
just as Tea is to Assam,”
Khandu said in a post on X.

“The mission is about
empowering our farmers,
embracing sustainable
practices, and putting
Arunachal on the global
map for high-quality
organic produce,” he
added.

“Under the programme,
model Kiwi orchards will
be established in 13 dis-
tricts, with the fertile Ziro
Valley identified as the
heart of this “farming
revolution,” he said.

Singh from The George
Institute for Global Health,
India.

Researchers found that
simply informing people that
speeding is dangerous is not
sufficient. Effective interven-
tions must address peer pres-
sure, challenge dangerous
cultural norms linking
speeding to masculinity and
design roads that naturally

slow down traffic.

The study also noted that
these findings reflect per-
ceptions from diverse global
contexts and may not apply
equally everywhere.
Importantly, there are still
major gaps in high-quality
research and evidence from
low and middle-income
countries, including India.

Addressing Indian drivers,

Acharya Prashant’s
new book launched

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

HarperCollins India, in
collaboration with
PrashantAdvait Foundation
(PAF), hosted the official
launch of Truth Without
Apology, the much-antici-
pated new book by philoso-
pher and national best-
selling author Acharya
Prashant, on September 7,
2025, in the national Capital.

The evening began with a
formal introduction to
Acharya Prashant’s life and
work, followed by an
address from Sachin
Sharma, Publisher at
HarperCollins India, who
spoke about the signifi-
cance of the book and the
continued partnership with
Acharya Prashant.

The book was formally
inaugurated by senior
members of the PAF team
along Ms Sita Tripathi,
mother of Acharya Prashant.
In a deeply engaging inter-

action, Acharya Prashant
shared his vision behind
the book and spoke on the
themes it explores, includ-
ing truth, desire, freedom,
and self-understanding.

One of the highlights of
the evening was the book-
signing session, where
attendees were able to
receive personally signed
copies of Truth Without
Apology from Acharya
Prashant, making the launch
a memorable and intimate
experience for readers and
followers alike.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sachin Sharma said
“Truth Without Apology is a
bold and uncompromising
book, much like Acharya
Prashant himself.

The launch marked yet
another milestone in
Acharya Prashant’s journey
as one of India’s most influ-
ential contemporary voices,
with his latest book offering
readers clarity, depth, and
fearless honesty.

Jagnoor Jagnoor, Co-direc-
tor of the WHO Injury
Collaborating Centre, The
George Institute for Global
Health, said, “Reducing
average speeds by just 10
km/h can cut the risk of a
fatal crash by up to 40 pc.
Speeding is not a marker of
a nation’s development -
the true measure is how
much we value human life.”

CM Khandu launches kiwi mission

Airbnb
supported
1.11 lakh jobs
inIndiain
2024: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Global home-sharing plat-
form Airbnb on Monday said
it supported around 1.11 lakh
jobs across India in 2024,
contributing approximately
32,400 crore in wages, under-
scoring its growing role in
the country’s tourism and
hospitality economy.

According to the Economic
Impact of Airbnb in India
(May 2025) report, in 2024,
Airbnb guest spending in
India reached Rs 11,200 crore,
which includes both accom-
modation and non-accom-
modation expenses.

The report, by Oxford
Economics and commis-
sioned by Airbnb, was based
on data on the global home-
sharing platform for the cal-
endar year of 2024.

Further, the report
revealed that in 2024, domes-
tic travellers comprised
around 91 per cent of Airbnb
guests in India, a rise from
about 79 per cent in 2019,
fuelled by a
surge in domestic travel, cor-
responding to stronger
demand from younger
Indian Airbnb guests, and
positioned India as one of
Airbnb’s fastest growing
markets.
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