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HEARING ON PLEAS CHALLENGING LAW FOR SELECTION

Tyranny of the elected: SC
slams delay over CEC law

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
New Delhi, May 7

THE SUPREME COURT on
Thursday described the failure
of Parliament to frame alaw for
the selection of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) and
ECs until its direction in the
AnoopBaranwal casein 2023 as
the“tyranny of the elected”.

Hearing petitions challeng-
ing the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023, which laid
down that the CEC and ECs will
be selected by a panel compris-
ing the Prime Minister, Leader
of Opposition and a Union Cab-
inet Minister, Justice Dipankar
Datta, presiding over a two-
judge bench, said it wished
judges,too,wereappointed with
the same speed as ECs.

“We canonly saywewish this
speed is maintained in the
appointment of judges,” Justice
Datta remarked when Senior
Advocate Vijay Hansaria,
appearing for petitioner and
Congress leader Jaya Thakur,
contended that there was no
effective consultation by the
panel in 2024 before it recom-
mended the names of Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhuforappointmentas CEC
and EC, respectively.

Hansariaalsosuggested that
the meeting of the selection
committee was advanced by a
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Datta said the bench
wished judges, too,
were appointed with
same speed as ECs

dayin March 2024 to pre-empt
a Supreme Court hearing on an
application seeking a stay on
selection and appointment of
ECs. The bench, however,
refused to accept this as the
counselsaid hedid not haveany
material to establish it.

Inthe Anoop Baranwal judg-
ment,the Supreme Court, while
referringtoArticle 324 (2)which
called for a law to be made by
Parliament “fixing the criteria
for selection, conditions of ser-
vice and tenure” of the CECand
ECs, had directed that till such
time the law is made, they shall
be appointed on the advice of a

committee comprising the
Prime Minister, Leader of the
Oppositionin Lok Sabha,and in
case there is no such leader, the
leader of the largest partyin the
Opposition in Lok Sabha, and
the Chief Justice of India.

Subsequently, Parliament
enacted the Chief Election Com-
missioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term
of Office)Act,2023,according to
which the selection committee
would comprise the Prime Min-
ister,a Union Cabinet Minister
and the Leader of Oppositionin
Lok Sabha.

Petitions were filed before
the SC, challenging this on the
ground that the exclusion of the
CJIwould affect theneutrality of
the appointments.

On Thursday, the bench
asked Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for peti-
tionerAssociation for Democra-
tic Rights (ADR), “What hap-
pened before Baranwal? Why
did Parliament not makealaw?”

Bhushan said, “Every time
that a government came to
power, they felt that now they
can misuse this—power of
appointment. And that is also
notedinthisjudgmentin Baran-
wal, that while in Opposition,
people were clamouring that
there should bean independent
body, (but) as soon as they came
to power, they stopped bother-
ing about that. This is what was
happening. And that is why the
court had tostepin’”

Justice Datta said he was
“reminded of a parliamentarian
saying tyranny of the unelected”
and that“thisshould beequated
with tyranny of the elected”

“Tyranny of the majority,”
Bhushansaid.“Thatiswhythere
are fundamental rights, that is
why we have a Constitution.
That is why we have a republic,
that it cannot be the tyranny of
the majorityalso,”he said.

Justice Datta said “whoever
comes in power is...”. Before the
judge could complete the sen-
tence, Bhushan said, “doing the
samething.Thisis unfortunate”

Bangladesh
seeks China's
support for

KJM VARMA
Beijing, May 7

BANGLADESH'S NEW GOV-
ERNMENT, headed by Tarique
Rahman, has formally sought
China’s involvement and sup-
port for the Teesta River
restoration project, a move
that may cast shadow on New
Delhi-Dhaka ties.

The issues concerning the
Teesta River Comprehensive
Management and Restoration
Project (TRCMRP) were dis-
cussed in a meeting between
Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman and his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang Yiin Bei-
jingonWednesday,accordingto
state-run Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha news agency.

The Teesta River flows
from the eastern Himalayas
through Sikkim and West Ben-
gal before entering
Bangladesh, where it is a key
source of irrigation and liveli-
hoods for millions of people.

Expressing support for the
new Bangladesh government,
Wang said thebilateral relation-
ship has withstood the test of
changinginternational dynam-
ics and grown increasingly
mature and stable.

Thisis Rahman’sfirstvisitto
China after the new govern-
ment headed by Tarique Rah-
man took over power in Febru-
ary this year. He arrived here on
May 5 and is scheduled to leave
on Thursday.

Last month, Rahman was
in India. —PTI
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No urgent hearing of plea

Teestaproject t0 halt Tata Trusts meet

THE PETITION ARGUED that
SRTTwasinviolation of Section
30(A)(2) of the Maharashtra
PublicTrustsAct,which capsthe
number of trustees appointed
for life or in perpetuity at 25%
of the board’s strength. At pre-
sent,SRTThassix trustees,three
of whomarelifetime trustees —
Jimmy N Tata (appointed in
1989), Jehangir H C Jehangir
(2019)and Noel Tata (2019).

SRTT had filed a caveat
before the high court following
anApril 18 communication sent
to the Maharashtra charity
commissioner.

The Tata Sons listing ques-
tion has emerged as a major
point of disagreement among
trustees. Chairman Noel Tata is
understood to be opposed to
listing the holding company of
thelisted Tata Group entities.In
contrast, Singh and Srinivasan
have recently spoken in favour
of a listing — a position many
within the trusts see asa depar-
ture froman earlierunanimous
board view against it.

The debate over a Tata Sons
listing hasintensified following
recentregulatorydevelopments
that have narrowed the com-
pany’s options for avoiding
mandatory listing under the
Reserve Bank of India’s upper-
layer NBFC framework.

Tata Sons had sought to sur-
renderits coreinvestment com-
pany registration to escape the
requirement. However,the RBI’s
latest clarifications on indirect
access to public funds, coupled
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The Tata Sons listing
question has emerged
as a major point
of disagreement
among trustees

withdraftnormslinking upper-
layer classification more closely
to asset size, are widely seen as
making a listing increasingly
difficult to avoid.

Srinivasan’s future on the
Tata Sonsboard isalso expected
tocomeunderscrutinyamid the
recent governance-related fric-
tionwithin Tata Trusts.His pub-
lic comments backing a Tata
Sonslistingare said tohave trig-
gered renewed questions
around his continuation as a
TataTrustsnomineedirectoron
the Tata Sons board.

His inability to secure reap-
pointment to the Tata Educa-
tion and Development Trust
(TEDT)has furtherraised ques-
tions over continuityand influ-
ence. Trustees are, therefore,
expected to deliberate on
whether his position on the
Tata Sons board should be

reassessed inlight of the evolv-
ing leadership dynamics
within the trusts.

Since the start of the year,
Srinivasan has ceased to be a
trustee on two Tata Trusts enti-
ties. He resigned from the Bai
Hirabai Jamsetji Tata Navsari
Charitable Institution in April
and earlier this week failed to
secure reappointment to TEDT.

The proposed reappoint-
ment of Chandrasekaran fora
third term as chairman of Tata
Sons is also likely to invite dis-
cussion amid heightened
scrutiny over losses at Air India
and Tata Digital. While his
tenure hasbeen marked by con-
solidation and investments in
new-age businesses, trustees
are expected toweigh execution
challenges at these companies
against the need for leadership
continuity as the group navi-
gates regulatory and gover-
nance pressures.

Finally, the proposed induc-
tion of Bhaskar Bhat to the Tata
Sonsboard is expectedtobedis-
cussed at a time when Tata
Trusts’ representation on the
board has already thinned.

The trusts currently have
only two nominee directors—
Noel Tata and Srinivasan—
despite being entitled to three
seats. The third position has
remained vacant since Vijay
Singh stepped down from the
Tata Sons board in September
2025,a development that trig-
gered the now months-long
internal discord.
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EXTRACT OF AUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2026 ‘%%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁf};;?ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ CPI poll for April
(X in Million) led by edible oils (uptick in Estimates (% chg y-o-y)
Sr. Particulars Consolidated global prices and currency =
No depreciation), vegetables lora @ 39 IEIRCIRTEEEN
' Quarter Ended Year ended (partly due to above-normal ~ Bank of Baroda . 4.0 Quant Eco
March 31, 2026 March 31, 2025 March 31,2026 | March 31, 2025 temperatures) and ready- ingigRatings @) 3.9 ~ DBSBank
Audited Audited Audited Audited madefood product segments. xav Global 4
(Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) Rajeev Sharan, head of Emkay Globa . 4.0 CareEdge . 3.
1. | Total income from operations 45,810.11 39,147.08 170,103.36 153,365.67 research at Brickwork Rat-  HDFCBank @ 3.8 Brickwork Ratings @ 4.1
ings, said inflation is likely to
2. | Net Profit/(loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items #) 4,908.63 4,294.00 18,216.15 16,128.90 firm up, “reflecting a mix of
: . . . domestic and global pres- 45.86%inthe 2012 series,it coreinflationtoinchupmod-
3. | Net Profit/(loss) for the period before tax (after exceptional items #) 3,921.35 4,241.00 16,671.72 14,558.25 suresIndiaentersAprilwith  remainsadominantfactor.in estly,driven byhigherrestau-
4. | Net Profit/(loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items #) 2,334.48 2,826.24 10,893.98 9,132.75 inflation risks tilted upward =~ March,foodinflationstoodat ~ rantpricesand transport ser-
.. . . i asheatwaves,weakmonsoon  3.87% y-o-y.Core inflation, vices, particularly airfares,
5. | Total comprehensive income/(loss) for the period [comprising profit/ 528.34 2,702.44 7,481.86 8,576.94 expectations,andrisingcrude  whichexcludesfoodandfuel,  reflecting elevated aviation
(loss) for the period (after tax) and other comprehensive income/(loss) oil prices converge. Extreme  is projected in the range of  turbine fuel prices.
(after tax)] temperatures are already 3.3-3.6% in April, compared Sharan pointed to geopo-
straining powerdemandand  with 3.7% in March. litical tensions amplifying
6. | Paid up equity share capital (Face value X 2/- each) 956.27 956.27 956.27 956.27 disrupting perishables, while Gaura Sengupta, chief imported inflation through
. . forecasts of below-normal economistatIDFCFirstBank, higher fuel, freight,and fer-
7. | Reserves excluding revaluation reserve 94,842.13 91,577.07 94,842.13 91,577.07 monsoonrainsraiseconcerns  said the core inflation is tiliser costs.“Edible oil mar-
8. Securities premium account 23,103.22 23,103.22 23,103.22 23,103.22 about crop output and food expected to hold broadly Kets,too,remainvulnerableto
availability,”he said. steady with limited pass- climate shocks, crude-linked
9. | Net worth 95,798.40 92,533.34 95,798.40 92,533.34 Economists have pro- through from producersto biofuel demand,and supply
10. | Paid up debt capital / outstanding debt 1.248.26 5742.02 1.248.26 5742.02 jected food inflation in the =~ consumers for now.“In the  chain disruptions, keeping
_ ’ ’ ’ ’ range of 4.1-5.1% y-o-yin  coming months we expect price pressures elevated,” he
11. | Outstanding redeemable preference shares — =X o - April. Though the weight of  the second-roundimpactsof  said.“With these overlapping
: : foodandbeveragesintheCPI  inflation to become more shocks,April’s inflation print
12. ’
L5 By e LI 0.68 b 0.68 basket has fallen to 36.75%  pronounced.” islikelytoreflecta clearhard-
13. | Earning per share (face value % 2/- each) (For continuing and discontinuing 4.86 5.92 2258 20.05 in the 2024 series from Nayar, however, expects  eningfrom March”
operations)
- Basic and diluted (in %) (not annualised) ‘ WESTLIFE FOODWORLD LIMITED
- - ' Regd. Office : 1001, Tower - 3, 10" Floor, One International Centre,
14. | Capital redemption reserve N.A. N.A. N.A. NA. weﬂtllfe ° Selﬁaepati Bapatovag:g, Prabhadc:a?/ri, MZ?nga?T(?OI%q%. e
; CIN No. : L65990MH1982PLC028593 Tel : 022-4913 5000 Fax : 022-4913 5001
15. Debenture redemptlon reserve N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. Foodworld (\;Vebsite : www.westlife.co.in | E-?nail id : shatadru@ev):astlife.co.in
16. | Debt service coverage ratio 0.17 1.75 0.50 1.02 Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial Results
. ) for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2026
17. | Interest service coverage ratio 0.20 7.46 0.71 6.18 (Rs. in Lakhs)
3 months Preceding | Corresponding | Year ended | Year ended
# - Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Profit and Loss in accordance with Ind-AS Rules. _ ended || 3months 3 months | | 31/03/2026 J 31/03/2025
Particulars 31/03/2026 ended ended
Note : | | 3112/2025 |  31/03/2025 |
; . : Audited | Unaudited Audited Audited | Audited
1 The key standalone financial information of the company as under: Total Inorms 66 184.80] 6781325 61.309.60] 2.65.69722 | 2.51566.61
(% in Million) Profit before tax for the (95.12)] 201.24 133.66| 3,967.46]| 1,304.54
period / year
Quarter Ended Year ended Pro_fitda/fter tax for the 237.50/ 102.01 152.25 3,233.20 1,214.67
: period / year
Particulars March 31, 2026 March 31, 2025 March 31, 2026 March 31, 2025 Total Comprehensive 359.30 56.63 199.19| 3,297.86| 1,154.95
. . . . i for th iod
(Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) _'/“;:ar?e orthe perio
- Earnings Per Sh
Total income 22,889.33 22,111.05 85,401.35 90,025.83 (n%rt”ér??rff’uafsfe d)e-](rEace
- . . . value of Rs 2 each |
Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional items) 4,931.95 4,937.29 18,208.10 19,720.78 Basi (n Re) 5751 5o — 5571 =4
Net Profit for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (1,477.57) 3,456.25 8,187.41 13,222.51 Diluted (in Rs.) 0.15 0.07] 0.10 2.07] 0.78
Notes:-
2. Above is an extract of the detailed format of standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges under ;ﬁng;g"f’i}’jdiiv?tg ?ﬁgasﬁg%ﬁ(t*éigﬁ;ﬂggsfmgﬁﬁ et 35 o 1 ;"gg‘g,‘1tgﬁﬁ;agfdygiggfg?gcmgaﬁg
Regulation 33 and 52 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of financial results Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on
e stock exchange websites: www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and Company's website : www.
are available on the Stock Exchange websites (www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com) and also on the Company's website www.bharatforge.com. For the other line items westife.co.in. The same can be accessed by scanning the QR code provided below. o
referred in regulation 52(4) of the Listing Regulations, pertinent disclosures have been made to the Stock Exchange(s) (BSE and NSE) and can be accessed on the URL 2) The Standalone financial e chonae m?g’s'zi,?Qi;*_‘:or?g“n%amv_”,?sb;ﬁziam;wﬁz‘y“fiﬁ;g’gr: N
(www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com). Also the detailed Financial Results of the Group and the Company for the quarter ended March 31, 2026 can be accessed by Standalone results of the Company are as under:
. . 3 months Preceding | Corresponding | Year ended | Year ended
scanning QR code provided below. ended 3 months 3months | 31/03/2026 | 31/03/2025
Particulars 31/03/2026 ended ended
31112/2025 | 31/03/2025
For BHARAT FORGE LIMITED Audited | Unaudited Audited Audited | Audited
Total Income 2357 27.23 38.58| 1,557.20 123.94
Profit /(Loss) before tax
(B. N. KALYANI) for the period / year (15.13) (0.84) 480| 1,423.10 (37.66)
Profit /(L fter t
Place : Pune CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR forro trlwe(pgﬁgzﬁ yeerara g (15.13)| (0.84) 131.36|  1,423.10 88.90
: : Total hensi
Dated : May 07, 2026 2T E R income / (ss) for the
period / year (15.13)] (0.84) 131.36 1,423.10 88.90

MAKING IN INDIA FOR THE WORLD

~

e T e, M o, G |

epaper.financialexpress.com

Mumbai
May 07, 2026

3) The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors
at its meeting held on May 07, 2026.
For and on behalf of the Board

(Sd/-)

Amit Jatia
Chairman
DIN: 00016871

Pune
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