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Hashish racket busted, haul worth crores

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

major narcotics racket
Awas busted in Shivpuri

on Thursday night
when police arrested 38-year-
old Sandeep Singh Sikh of
Kolaras with 30.295 kg of
hashish (charas) worth about
Rs6.21 crore in the interna-
tional market. The arrest has
become a key link in one of
the largest crackdowns against
drug trafficking in Madhya
Pradesh in recent years.
Acting on a tip-off, Dehat
police stopped Sandeep near
Majhera village on the
Kota-Jhansi four-lane road
and seized two bags contain-
ing 60 packets of hashish
(charas) from a newly pur-
chased Kia car. Officials said
the consignment had been
smuggled from Nepal by
tomato trader Mohan Thakur,
who hid the packets in a
truck before handing them to

Sandeep for delivery to a
Rajasthan-based party.
Investigations show Sandeep
was earlier jailed in an opium
case and came into contact
with the buyers through a fel-
low inmate named Bunty.
Police records suggest he
began his criminal career
during the Covid period by
running a roadside eatery on
Kolaras bypass, which slow-
ly became a hub for narcotics.
Over seven years, he is alleged
to have built a two-storey
hotel and bought several
properties using drug money.
Authorities have now
launched a probe into his
assets.

The Shivpuri operation coin-
cided with other seizures
across Madhya Pradesh. On
Wednesday night, the Central
Bureau of Narcotics and state
police intercepted a Tata 407
mini-truck near Mandsaur
bypass, recovering 1,677.33 kg
of opium husk concealed in a

closed container. The vehicle,
registered in Rajasthan and
bound for the Marwar region,
was seized and the driver
arrested under the NDPS
Act.

In Agar Malwa district, Barod
police stopped a truck at
Khajuri Jod the same night
and recovered 253.22 kg of
cannabis packed in 50 bun-
dles and a sack.

Two men - Suresh Singh
Soundhiya of Ratlam and
Badrilal Odh of Mandsaur -
were arrested. Police estimat-
ed the total seizure, including
the vehicle and mobiles, at
Rs1.72 crore.
Superintendent of Police
Aman Singh Rathore
(Shivpuri) said the back-to-
back operations reflect a coor-
dinated strategy to choke nar-
cotics supply chains in central
India. Officials are now track-
ing cross-border routes and
financial networks tied to the
arrested suspects.

2 MP teachers conferred
National Teacher Award

PNS B New Delhi

n the occasion of
O Teachers’ Day, President

Droupadi Murmu con-
ferred the prestigious National
Teacher Award on two educators
from Madhya Pradesh for their
outstanding contributions to the
field of education. The ceremo-
ny was held at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi, in the presence of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. As part
of the honour, the awardees
were felicitated with a shawl,
coconut, and memento.
Sheela Patel, a primary teacher
at Government Primary School,
Devaran Taparia, Damoh dis-
trict, was recognised for her
innovative methods in promot-
ing joyful learning. She effec-
tively implemented the
Foundation Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) Mission using

songs, poems, stories, and role
play to engage children. Beyond
school hours, she organised lit-
eracy classes for women and
held summer and winter camps
to sustain learning. In her vil-
lage, she developed education-
al walls and learning spaces in
lanes and neighbourhoods to
keep children connected with
studies.

Bherulal Osara, a primary
teacher at Government EPES
Middle School, Agar-Malwa
district, was honoured for his
subject expertise and efforts in
nurturing morality, creativity,
and social responsibility
among students. He promoted
environmental conservation
by forming Eco Clubs and
CLAP Clubs that focused on
cleanliness, water conserva-
tion, plantation drives, elimi-
nation of plastic, and sustain-
able green living.

Devotees carry an idol of Lord Ganesha for immersion into a pond on the eve of Anant Chaturdashi festival in Bhopal on

Friday.

Pioneer photo

Congress State President Jitu Pawari and party MLA Arif Masood during a procession on the occasion of Eid Milad-un-Nabi festival in

Bhopal on Friday.

Pioneer photo

Loud processions, quiet reflection mark Milad-un-Nabi

Bhopal: Bhopal’s old city was
brought to a standstill on Friday
afternoon as two large proces-
sions marked Eid Milad-un-
Nabi, the anniversary of the
birth of the Prophet of Islam.
The day was also observed with
community feasts, prayers and
fasting.

The Mangalwara procession,
patronised by MLA Arif
Masood, moved through
Chhawni, Bharat Talkies Square,
Central Library Road, Itwara,
Islampura, Budhwara,
Ibrahimpura, Moti Masjid and
Peer Gate before concluding at
Imami Gate Square.

Another major procession set
out from Pushpa Nagar Pulia in
Ashoka Garden and passed
along Naveen Nagar Road,

Aishbagh Road, Sonia Colony
Square, Durga Dham Road,
Parihar Square, Mandi Square,
Prabhat Square and Subhash
Nagar Overbridge, ending with
a gathering at Jinsi Square.

Both processions were organised
under the Ahl-e-Sunnat wal
Jamaat, with Ahmad Khurram,
Abdul Nafis and Taugeer Nizami
overseeing arrangements.
Devotional groups carrying flags
joined en route. The
Mangalwara procession also fea-
tured camels and horses, a
reminder of long-standing tra-
ditions. The gatherings brought
traffic restrictions and diversions
at several prominent intersec-
tions in the state capital. Police
barred movement on several
arterial routes in the old city and

redirected vehicles via Royal
Market, Hamidia Road, Kamla
Park, Retghat, Polytechnic
Square and Nadra Bus Stand.
Beyond the processions, the day
carried twin significance. 12
Rabi ul Awwal — the 12th day
of the third month of the Islamic
lunar calendar — is remembered
both as the birth of the Prophet
of Islam and the date of his pass-
ing, referred to as Barah Wafaat.
Sufi Muslims under the Ahl-e-
Sunnat marked the birth with
processions, community feasts,
devotional recitals and public
gatherings. In contrast, the city’s
predominant Deobandi Muslims
observed the passing with fast-
ing, Qurianic recitation, Fatiha
prayers and extended hours of
quiet reflection.

Newborn tips the scales at 5.2
kg, leaves doctors astonished

PNS M Jabalpur

octors and staff at Rani
DDurgavati Elgin

Hospital in Jabalpur
were taken aback on Friday
when a baby boy weighing 5.2
kilograms was delivered safe-
ly by cesarean section.
The unusually heavy newborn
was delivered by 34-year-old
Shubhangi Choukse. The
operation required extra care
and lasted longer than a typ-
ical procedure, but both
mother and child emerged
healthy.
Obstetrician Dr Bhavna
Mishra, who led the surgery;,
said it was the first time in her
career she had delivered a
baby weighing more than 5
kilograms. She explained that
while infants above 3 kilo-
grams are considered heavy,

those exceeding 5 kilograms
appear in only one or two
cases among thousands.

Dr  Mishra  credited
Shubhangi’s balanced diet and
healthy pregnancy for the
baby’s size, noting that her
reports showed no complica-
tions such as diabetes.
Doctors say that newborns
above 4.5 kilograms are clas-
sified as macrosomic babies
— a medical term used for
infants significantly larger
than average at birth — and
such deliveries can present
serious challenges for both
mother and child.

The rare birth quickly
became the talk of the hos-
pital, with staff and patients
gathering to see the unusually
large baby. Both mother and
son are expected to be dis-
charged soon.

‘Adopt Swadeshi’ campaign in city markets

Bhopal: Member of Parliament
Alok Sharma conducted an
awareness campaign on pro-
moting swadeshi (locally-made)
products in Bhopal’s Purana
Chowk Bazaar, Jumerati, and
Lakherapura markets. During
the campaign, he appealed to
shopkeepers to sell swadeshi
products in their stores.

In response to Sharma’s appeal,
shop owners displayed boards
outside their shops reading,
“Swadeshi Products Available
Here” Alongside the MP, local
traders pledged to support
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision by ensuring that
their shops primarily sell local-
ly-made goods.

Speaking at the event, Sharma
emphasized that swadeshi is

not just a slogan, but a decisive
step toward building a self-
reliant India. He said, “Using
swadeshi products strengthens
the nation’s economy and helps
preserve our culture and tradi-
tions. Campaigns like Vocal for
Local and Make in India are sig-
nificant initiatives to build a
prosperous India. They benefit
Indian industries, farmers, and
small traders while promoting
local art and traditions. A self-
reliant nation is a strong nation”
The Adopt Swadeshi’ awareness
campaign in Jumerat, organized
under Sharma’s leadership, saw
participation from a large num-
ber of local activists and busi-
ness owners, who actively sup-
ported the cause of promoting
locally-made products.

Chief minister compares opposition to Ravana

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

workers at the BJP state office

in Bhopal during the ‘Seva
Pakhwada 2025’ state-level work-
shop, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav
likened the opposition to the
demon king Ravana while high-
lighting the significance of the
fortnight-long outreach pro-
gramme as a mass movement of
service.
Speaking at the event, Dr. Yadav
said that Seva Pakhwada is not just
a programme but a people’s move-
ment, rooted in the BJP’s ideolo-
gy of national interest, cultural
pride, and public service. He
described BJP workers as “dedi-
cated and committed to the cause
of nation-building,” and referred
to Madhya Pradesh as the “nurs-
ery of the party,” from where the

In a fiery address to party

“chariot of victory” will continue
to roll ahead. “This fortnight of
service is dedicated to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership, which has earned India
global respect;” he said.

He urged party workers to reach
every household with govern-
ment schemes and policies, stress-
ing that Seva Pakhwada should be
celebrated as a mass movement to
win people’s trust through service
and outreach. Regional General
Secretary (Organisation) Ajay
Jamwal, State In-charge Dr.
Mahendra Singh, and State
General Secretary (Organisation)
Hitanand also attended the work-
shop, emphasizing the role of
youth in promoting initiatives
such as Swadeshi and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Turning his focus to the opposi-
tion, CM Yadav accused the
Congress of spreading confusion

and propaganda. He drew a par-
allel with the Ramayana, saying
that just as Ravana disguised
himself as a sage to abduct Sita,
today’s opposition hides behind
pretenses. “While they claim to
protect the Constitution, they are
responsible for repeated amend-
ments and disrespect towards the
judiciary; he asserted. “Congress
dragged the nation backward
through Article 370, triple talaq,
and riots, while Prime Minister
Modi integrated Kashmir with the
mainstream and delivered justice
to Muslim women”

He further criticized the opposi-
tion’s avoidance of accountabili-
ty, comparing them to ostriches
burying their heads in the sand to
evade danger. “No matter how
deeply they bury themselves, BJP
workers will uncover the truth
and expose them to the world,
Yadav said.

Youth ends life over ‘False’ abuse charge

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

21-year-old autorickshaw
Adriver allegedly died by

suicide late Thursday
night after being accused of
indecently touching a girl. The
incident took place in Ashoka
Garden, where the driver,
Nikhil, lived with his wife in a
rented room.
According to police, the matter
stemmed from a heated dispute
involving another woman ten-
ant in the building. The woman
was initially arguing with a
neighbor but later clashed with
Nikhil's wife, allegedly using
abusive language. When Nikhil
intervened, the argument esca-
lated and he reportedly assault-
ed the woman and her husband.
Subsequently, the woman
lodged a complaint at Ashoka
Garden police station, alleging

that Nikhil had molested her
daughter. Police detained Nikhil
for questioning. However, after
both parties reached a compro-
mise, he was released.

Nikhil’s brother, Nilesh Agarwal,
told police that the young man
was deeply disturbed by what he
called a “false accusation” of
molestation. Shortly after his
release, Nikhil was called to the
woman’s room for further dis-
cussion with her and her hus-
band. On returning to his own
room, he allegedly hanged him-
self, reportedly fearful of the
allegations against him.

An audio recording of Nikhil’s
final conversation with his
landlord has surfaced. In it,
Nikhil admitted to assaulting
the woman and her husband
but strongly denied any inap-
propriate behavior toward the
daughter.

lllegal colonies fuel growth, leave residents in limho

KISHAN SINGH RANA M Bhopal

played a role in helping fam-

ilies climb the economic lad-
der, but residents say they are
now trapped between political
promises and administrative
crackdowns.
Experts say many families once
relied on these colonies as their
main source of economic uplift.
Women would save small
amounts to buy gold jewellery,
later selling it to purchase land in
unauthorised colonies, where
prices were far lower than in legal
ones.
Over the span of 15 to 20 years,
the value of such plots often mul-
tiplied many times, enabling
families to fund weddings, edu-
cation and emergencies. Some
built permanent homes in these
colonies. Politicians frequently
promised to regularise them dur-
ing elections, but authorities later
moved to demolish them as ille-
gal settlements.
one of the frustrated employe of

Illegal colonies have long

local authoruty says administr-
tion and leader are busy in gods
politcs, now human life and
desire is a waste thing to be dis-
cussed because what needs house
or protection is god not human
and presetn official have such
power that they are thinking that
they are protecting god and
religon

“Former chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan promised to
legalise our colonies, but here we
are. Just a while ago, more than
100 shops were bulldozed by the
government,” said Virend, a res-
ident.

A retired mechanical engineer
noted that the city has been
without a master plan for more
than 25 years. Such plans, he said,
are crucial to development, pro-
viding road maps and guiding
land use records that determine
whether land is for agriculture,
commercial activity or housing.
Government-built housing pro-
jects, meant to provide alterna-
tives, have also drawn criticism.
Atal Basti, created for poor,

Below Poverty Line and
Economically Weaker Section
families, is reported to have low-
ered living standards. Residents
complain that the stigma attached
to the colony has even harmed
their children’s marriage
prospects.

“Every day the poor have to fight
the system, the public and money
issues. Being poor is a curse
nowadays,” said a woman selling
children’s toys at Kamla Park.
Illegal colonies, by definition, are
built without approval from the
District Town Planning
Department or other authorities,
leaving them without basic
amenities. In Bhopal, the
Municipal Corporation provides
civic services, while develop-
ment authorities usually handle
planning and construction.
Residents of Atal Basti under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
say they face poor housing qual-
ity and missing facilities.

“My monthly income is Rs
25,000, and the average price of
a duplex in the city is more than

Rs 50 lakh. Now tell me, with this
salary, am I supposed to buy a
legal house or go for an afford-
able plot in an illegal colony?”
said Saurabh, an IT worker.
“You see broken roads, no street-
lights and no drainage here. But
still, people prefer to live in
these colonies because they can-
not afford anything else;” said
Shalini, a private school teacher.
“We keep hearing about smart
city projects, but what about us?
For us, even getting electricity
without cuts feels like a dream,”
said Ram Singh, a daily wage
labourer in Bhopal.

Locals allege that crime has taken
hold in these areas. Suicides,
they say, sometimes go unre-
ported. Recently, a man died after
jumping from a roof in the Atal
Basti complex at Idgah, but the
incident drew no official record.
Reports also suggest many ben-
eficiaries have sold their govern-
ment-allotted flats due to poor
conditions, while others have
rented them out for additional
income.

Bhopal police probe
arms trade profits
STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

ays after dismantling

two illegal firearms fac-

tories in Tikamgarh
district, the Bhopal Crime
Branch has launched a
detailed investigation into the
properties and assets of the
gang’s key members, including
mastermind Surendra
Vishwakarma, his father
Anandi Vishwakarma, associ-
ate Narendra Parmar, and
others.
The probe seeks to uncover
the extent of wealth accumu-
lated through decades of illic-
it arms trade, which alleged-
ly spanned Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, and beyond.
Authorities are examining
assets and transactions to
trace illegal profits and take
legal action against all those
involved. The Vishwakarma
family has been involved in
the illegal firearms business for
nearly 40 years.

10 hurt as pickup overturns

Bhopal: A major accident
occurred in Omkareshwar of
Khandwa district on Friday
when a pickup truck carrying
devotees for Lord Ganesha
idol immersion overturned,
leaving 10 people injured.
Three of them, reported to be
in critical condition, were shift-
ed to the district hospital.
The accident happened when
the driver of the pickup report-
edly lost control of the vehicle.
Around 30 devotees were trav-
elling together in the truck,
which was carrying Ganesha
idols for immersion. The pas-
sengers included women, chil-
dren and young men from
Manoharpura and Kanjhar vil-
lages in the Bhikangaon area of
Khargone district.

The group was heading
towards the Narmada River for
the  ritual via  the
Shankaracharya Murti Sthal
route when the accident took
place. In the impact of the
crash, the Ganesha idol being
transported was also damaged,
adding to the grief of the devo-
tees.

Emergency medical technician
Jogendra Solanki of the 108
Ambulance Service said the
injured were immediately
rushed to hospital.

CM slams Umang Singhar’s
‘“Tribals not Hindus’ remark

STAFF REPORTER M Bhopal

hief Minister Mohan
‘ Yadav has strongly con-

demned Leader of
Opposition Umang Singhar’s
recent remarks in which he said
tribals are not Hindus. Yadav
termed the statement “shameful”
and demanded that both Singhar
and the Congress party apologise
to the people of the state. He said
it was unfortunate that Congress
leaders repeatedly make anti-
Hindu comments, reflecting a
mindset that seeks to divide
communities rather than unite
them.
The controversy erupted after
Singhar, addressing an Adivasi
Vikas Parishad gathering in
Chhindwara, declared that trib-
als are a separate community
with their own culture and tra-
ditions, distinct from Hindu
society. He argued that the trib-
al way of life is rooted in nature
and spirituality, and should not
be merged with the Hindu iden-
tity. While maintaining that he
respects Hinduism, Singhar
insisted that preserving tribal
uniqueness is essential for future
generations.

Yadav and other BJP leaders
have lashed out at the comment.
Union Minister Durgadas Uikey
said tribals have always been part
of Hindu traditions and pointed
to mythology and history as
proof of their connection. He
cited Shabari’s devotion to Lord
Rama and the marriage of Bhima
to Hidimba as examples of how
tribal heritage has been woven
into the larger Hindu ethos. BJP
leaders have alleged that the
Congress is deliberately trying to
create divisions among tribals for
political gain.

The issue has quickly turned into
a political flashpoint, particular-
ly because tribal communities
form more than 21 per cent of
Madhya Pradesh’s population and
hold significant electoral influ-
ence. With 47 assembly seats
reserved for Scheduled Tribes
and tribal voters playing a decisive
role in several others, both parties
are acutely aware of the impact
such debates can have. Political
observers believe Singhar’s state-
ment could appeal to those who
want to assert tribal identity, but
it may also backfire among trib-
als who identify themselves as part
of the Hindu fold.
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