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Wind power tenders in
terms of volume surpassed
standalone solar power
tenders in the April-June
quarter in FY27 for the first
time, which the Indian Wind
Turbine Manufacturers As-
sociation (IWTMA) asserts
is an important shift in the
country’s clean energy pro-
curement priorities. 

Besides, wind energy ac-
counted for more than one-
third of the total tenders of
the over 9 gigawatt (GW)
tenders floated in the June
quarter. According to
IWTMA’s wind energy capa-
city tenders dashboard, a
total of 9.34 gigawatts (GW)
of renewable energy capacity
was tendered in Q1.

DOMINANT SEGMENT

Of this, battery energy stor-
age system emerged as the
dominant segment with 3.48
GW capacity tendered, ac-
counting for 37.3 per cent of
the cumulative tendered ca-
pacity across electricity-gen-
erating technologies. 

This was followed by wind
with 2.35 GW capacity ac-
counting for a 25.2 per cent
share. Solar took the third
spot with 1.34 GW tendered
capacity (14.4 per cent
share) and firm & dispatch-
able RE (FDRE) with 1.20
GW of tenders floated and
accounting for 12.8 per cent
share. 

Hybrid (0.82 GW and 8.8
per cent) and Hybrid-RTC
(0.15 GW and 1.6 per cent)

accounted for smaller
shares. Aditya Pyasi, CEO of
IWTMA, told businessline
that the latest renewable en-
ergy tender mix reflects an
important evolution in In-
dia’s clean energy journey.
The focus is gradually shift-
ing from adding renewable
capacity to delivering reli-
able and dispatchable clean
power that can meet the
growing needs of the grid, he
emphasised.

“One of the most signific-
ant trends is that among
electricity-generating tech-
nologies, wind (power) pro-
curement has surpassed
standalone solar in the latest
quarter. This marks an im-
portant shift in procurement
priorities, where dependable
power is becoming as im-
portant as capacity addi-
tion,” Pyasi noted. 

At the same time, the in-
creasing emphasis on battery
energy storage systems is a
positive development. As In-
dia moves towards greater
renewable energy integra-
tion, storage will play a crit-
ical role in enhancing grid
flexibility and enabling more
reliable delivery of clean
power, he added. 

“Together, wind and stor-
age will be pivotal in building
a resilient, clean energy eco-
system. As India’s clean en-
ergy transition gathers pace,
sustained policy support,
timely tender issuance and
faster project execution will
be essential to maintain de-
ployment momentum and
achieve long-term energy se-
curity and net-zero ambi-
tions.”

Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

In a first, wind energy
tenders surpass solar

India’s consumption of avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) fell
steeply in July 2026 to its
lowest level in more than
two years as monsoon im-
pacted air travel and carriers
cut down on capacity across
domestic and international
operations. 

According to the Petro-
leum Planning & Analysis
Cell (PPAC), India’s jet fuel
usage fell roughly 4 per cent
m-o-m and 1.5 per cent y-o-y
to 699,000 tonnes on a provi-
sional basis last month. This
is the lowest since December
2023.

For comparison, India’s
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)

consumption averaged at
around 762,000 tonnes in
Q1FY27 and roughly 763,000
tonnes in entire FY26. The
decline in ATF consumption
last month comes against the
backdrop of a moderation in
scheduled airline operations,
with carriers reducing capa-
city across both domestic
and international markets.

DOMESTIC FLIGHTS

According to aviation analyt-
ics company Cirium, airlines
scheduled 82,437 domestic
flights in July 2026, down by
7,761 flights, or 8.6 per cent,
from 90,198 in July 2025. In-
ternational schedules also
declined by 6.7 per cent to
35,366 flights, compared
with 37,915 flights in the cor-
responding month last year.

The reduction in sched-

uled operations was led by
the Air India Group, which
continued to rationalise its
network during the month.
Air India operated 11,386 do-
mestic flights in July 2026,
down by 3,171 flights from a
year earlier, while Air India
Express flew 2,130 fewer do-

mestic services. Among
other carriers, IndiGo sched-
uled 1,611 fewer flights,
SpiceJet reduced operations
by 918 flights and Akasa Air
by 262 flights, compared
with the corresponding
month last year. Although
some regional airlines ex-

panded their operations, the
increase was insu�cient to
o�set the overall decline in
scheduled capacity.

ADVERSE WEATHER

The lower number of sched-
uled flights translated into
fewer aircraft movements
and reduced flying hours,
both of which directly influ-
ence jet fuel consumption.
Besides, the month wit-
nessed operational disrup-
tions at several airports due
to adverse weather, resulting
in delays, diversions and can-
cellations that further af-
fected aircraft utilisation.

Airlines also continued to
optimise fleet deployment
amid operational constraints
and network rationalisation,
contributing to lower overall
fuel demand. 

Jet fuel demand in July slipped 
to its lowest in over two years
AIR POCKETS. Airline operations saw moderation, with carriers reducing domestic and global capacity

Rishi Ranjan Kala
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

FLYING LOW. The reduction in scheduled operations was led
by Air India, which continued to rationalise its network

QUICKLY.

The gradual waning of the in-
tensity of the conflict in
West Asia, coupled with the
government removing re-
strictions on supply of lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) to
commercial consumers in
June-end, helped boost con-
sumption of the critical
cooking medium used by
more than 33.50 crore
households.

According to the Petro-
leum Planning & Analysis
Cell (PPAC), the country’s
LPG consumption rose to a
six-month high in July at 2.37
million tonnes (mt) on a pro-
visional basis, rising by 8 per

cent m-o-m. However, the
usage was lower by 16 per
cent on an annual basis. 

This is the third consecut-
ive month to record an up-
tick in LPG consumption as
India bulked up on cargoes
from the US and more sup-
plies came out of the Middle
East Gulf region as the con-
flict intensity waned with
o�-and-on peace talks
between the US and Iran.

WEST ASIA CONFLICT

LPG consumption declined
by 8 per cent y-o-y to around
14.74 mt in the first half of
the 2026 calendar year as the
West Asia conflict and the
resultant closure of the
Strait of Hormuz (SoH)
completely blocked o� sup-

ply of the key cooking fuel.
The conflict led to the gov-

ernment rationing LPG sup-
plies with 100 per cent sup-

ply to the domestic sector
and 70 per cent to the com-
mercial consumers, which
was removed on June 25. 

The consumption of
transport fuels such as diesel
and aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) declined in July due to
monsoon impacting indus-
trial activity and mobility.
Historically, usage of trans-
port fuels fell during the
rainy season.

DIESEL & PETROL

Diesel consumption fell by
6.5 per cent m-o-m to around
8.05 mt in July.

However, the usage was
higher by more than 9 per
cent y-o-y. Diesel consump-
tion in July was higher than
the average of the last five
years.

India’s usage of petrol
rose to 3.8 mt in July com-
pared to 3.79 mt a year-ago.

On an annual basis, the con-
sumption rose by 9 per cent
last month. Jet fuel usage fell
by roughly 4 per cent m-o-m
and 1.5 per cent y-o-y to
6,99,000 tonnes last month.
This is the lowest since
December 2023.

In March, diesel consump-
tion hit a record high of 8.73
mt. It rose by 14 per cent m-
o-m and 8 per cent y-o-y.
Prior to this, the highest con-
sumption was in May 2025 at
8.57 mt.

Similarly, the consump-
tion of petrol also hit a re-
cord high of 3.78 mt, growing
by 12 per cent m-o-m and al-
most 8 per cent y-o-y. Prior
to this, the highest usage was
recorded in May 2025 at 3.77
mt.

Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

LPG consumption rises to 6-month high of 2.37 mt in July

ESAF Small Finance Bank is
eyeing a total business (total
deposits plus gross ad-
vances) of ₹1 lakh crore by
2030 from the current
₹50,140 crore. Along the way,
the Thrissur-headquartered
bank plans to apply to the
RBI for transitioning to a
universal bank.

In an interaction with
businessline, K Paul Thomas,
MD & CEO, said: “Our aspir-
ation is to reach ₹1 lakh crore
in total business by 2030. It
took us around nine years to
reach ₹50,000 crore. Histor-
ically, we grew at around 40
per cent, later moderated to
around 33 per cent, and
growth slowed further dur-
ing Covid. Under normal
conditions, we believe a sus-
tainable annual growth rate
of around 25 per cent (plus
or minus 2 per cent) is
achievable.” 

Referring to the bottom

line of the bank swinging
from a net loss of ₹81 crore
in Q1 (April-June) FY26 to a
net profit of ₹80 crore in
Q1FY27, Thomas emphas-
ised that this happened
through acceleration of loan
diversification strategy, re-
ducing dependence on mi-
crofinance and stepping up
focus on MARG (MSMEs,
Agriculture, Retail and Gold)
loans.

GROSS ADVANCES

Within gross advances (of
₹23,216 crore as of June-end

2026 against ₹18,224 crore
as of June-end 2025), MARG
loans and emerging house-
hold loans (comprising small
ticket loans provided to indi-
viduals, self-help groups,
small entrepreneurs) in-
creased to 56 per cent (50
per cent as of June-end 2025)
and 32 per cent (14 per cent),
respectively. 

Microfinance loans, which
faced stress due to adverse
weather conditions, elec-
tions and changes in policies
at the State-level in the 2024-
25 period, declined to about

10 per cent of gross advances
from 31 per cent in the year-
ago quarter.

UNIVERSAL BANK PLANS

On plans for transitioning to
a universal bank, the ESAF
SFB chief observed that the
bank needs another two
years of continuous profitab-
ility to become eligible since
it reported losses in FY25
and FY26.

“Our Net NPA (non-per-
forming asset) is already be-
low 1 per cent, and we expect
to reduce our Gross NPA be-
low 3 per cent through re-
coveries and write-o�s. Op-
erationally, we believe we are
largely ready. Our business is
becoming increasingly diver-
sified,” he said. 

On the reasons for aspir-
ing to transform into a uni-
versal bank, Thomas noted
that while there is no disad-
vantage in remaining a small
finance bank, every institu-
tion should have aspirations.

“Becoming a universal
bank will strengthen cus-

tomer perception and en-
hance our brand. We have
consistently demonstrated
that we are a scheduled bank
focused on financial inclu-
sion, rural development and
serving underserved com-
munities. As other small fin-
ance banks transition into
universal banks, we also in-
tend to apply when eligible.
Another benefit could be
lower cost of deposits be-
cause customers may per-
ceive universal banks di�er-
ently,” he said.

On deposit concentration,
whereby 71 per cent of the
bank’s total deposits (of
₹26,924 crore as of June-end
2026) originated in Kerala,
Thomas said the bank has
820 branches spread across
26 States. 

Of this, only 300 branches
are based in Kerala. Thomas
expects the proportion of
Kerala-based deposits in
overall deposits to gradually
decline, reaching around 50
per cent by 2030 from 71 per
cent now.

ESAF SFB eyes ₹1 lakh cr total biz by 2030: CEO
K Ram Kumar
Mumbai

Becoming a universal
bank will strengthen
customer perception
and enhance
our brand
K PAUL THOMAS

Managing Director & CEO

The JSW Group plans to in-
vest ₹1.2 lakh crore in
Karnataka over the next five
years. The announcement
came during the Karnataka
government’s two-day
Mumbai roadshow led by MB
Patil, Minister for Large and
Medium Industries. The pro-
posed investment builds on
the group’s existing pres-
ence in the State, anchored
by its flagship 10,000-acre
Vijayanagar Works steel
plant at Toranagallu in the
Ballari-Hospet region. 

Having already invested
around ₹1.3 lakh crore in
Karnataka, JSW now plans to
invest an additional ₹1.2 lakh
crore over the next five
years. Patil said the State
government would extend
all necessary support for the
proposed expansion. 

JSW Group to
invest ₹1.2 lakh cr
in Karnataka over
the next five years

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

keep rates unchanged. Ac-
cording to NSDL data, net
FPI inflows stood at about
$704 million over the past
week. Consequently, cumu-
lative inflows in August so far
stand at around $321
million.

The external environment
has also turned favourable.
The dollar index, currently
hovering around the 100
mark, declined about 1.6 per
cent last week. Crude oil
prices have softened further,
with Brent crude futures,
trading around $82/barrel,
down nearly 20 per cent
from the recent high of $102
on July 23. The benchmark
has also fallen about 7 per
cent so far this week, redu-
cing pressure on India’s im-
port bill and the rupee.

That said, uncertainty sur-
rounding West Asia contin-
ues to linger. While US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said
discussions with Iran were
underway and described it as
Tehran’s “last chance” to
reach an agreement, Iran
denied that any negotiations
were taking place, keeping

The rupee appreciated about
0.5 per cent, or 48 paise, over
the past week to close at
95.38 against the dollar on
Tuesday. 

The local currency contin-
ued to benefit from positive
foreign inflows, a softer dol-
lar and lower crude oil
prices. The RBI recent meas-
ures have also lent support.
Announced during the previ-
ous monetary policy, the
steps include incentives for
overseas dollar deposits and
easier access to government
securities for foreign in-
vestors. 

These measures have
helped attract capital in-
flows, strengthening India’s
external sector. The RBI’s
monetary policy decision on
Wednesday will be closely
watched, although the cent-
ral bank is widely expected to

markets on edge. On the do-
mestic front, manufacturing
activity showed signs of
moderation, with India’s
Manufacturing PMI easing
to 53.5 in July, the lowest
reading in five years. Never-
theless, the combination of a
softer dollar, lower crude oil
prices and positive foreign
inflows continues to provide
support to the rupee in the
near term.

Below is the technical
analysis.

CHART

The rupee surpassed the
hurdle at 95.80 by mid-last
week. It extend the gain to
hit a high of 95.11 on Monday
before moderating to the
current level of 95.38. The
resistance at 95.20 capped
the gains. The path from the
current level depends on the
outcome of the RBI policy,
which can be short lived, and
how the dollar moves.

The dollar index, while it
has seen a sharp fall during
the last week, is now trading
near a key trendline support
of 99.50. It rebounded from

the level and is now hovering
around 100. Further recov-
ery can lift the dollar index to
100.50 and subsequently to
100.80. In such a scenario,
the rupee can decline to 96-
96.20 against the dollar.

However, if the dollar in-
dex loses strength and
breaches the support at
99.50, it can open the door
for a deeper fall to 98.80 or
even to 98. In this case, the
rupee can cross over the im-
mediate resistances at 95.20
and 95 and rise to 94.

OUTLOOK

The chart appears positive
though there are geopolitical
uncertainties. However, the
dollar is near a support level
and a rally can weigh on the
rupee. Moreover, post the
announcement of RBI policy,
the dollar-rupee exchange
rate could be subject to
higher volatility.

Overall, the direction is
unclear, but the rupee is
likely to swing within 95 and
96 in the near-term as the
RBI may also try to maintain
stability.

Rupee’s direction unclear, may swing within 95-96/dollar 
Akhil Nallamuthu
bl research bureau

WEEKLY RUPEE
VIEW.

The Ministry of New & Re-
newable Energy said on
Tuesday that the PM Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana
(PMSG: MBY) has achieved
solar power installations on
5 million residential roof
tops.

“The PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana has crossed a
landmark milestone with
over 50.06 lakh households
now benefiting from rooftop
solar installations across the
country,” said the MNRE.

Achieved in just over two
years since its launch, this
milestone marks a signific-
ant acceleration compared
to the 7.94 lakh rooftop solar
installations recorded over
the previous 10 years, it
added.

The development reflects
rapid implementation of the
world’s largest rooftop solar
programme with an outlay of
₹75,021 crore. The scheme

benefits 1 lakh households
every six days, making it one
of the fastest growing clean
energy programmes any-
where in the world. The pace
of installation has increased
3.2 times over the last nine
months, rising from 5,038 in-
stallations a day in October
2025 to nearly 16,328 install-
ations a day in July 2026.

July 2026 alone saw 5.06
lakh households benefiting,
the highest ever monthly fig-
ure since the scheme began.
To support this momentum,
₹28,024 crore in subsidy has
been released directly to be-
neficiaries through direct be-
nefit transfer. 

As a result, 19 lakh house-
holds now receive zero elec-
tricity bills, easing the finan-
cial burden on families. 

Over 12 lakh households
have earned ₹421 crore
through the sale of surplus
power in FY25, translating to
an extra income of ₹3,500
per year/household for those
exporting power back to the
grid. 

PM Surya Ghar achieves 5 m
residential solar installations
Our Bureau
New Delhi

PNB Housing Finance
profit rises to ₹557 crore

New Delhi: PNB Housing
Finance on Tuesday reported a
marginal 4 per cent increase in
net profit at ₹557 crore for the
first quarter ended June. The
housing finance firm had
earned a net profit of ₹534
crore in the same quarter of
the preceding financial year.
The company’s total income
for the quarter grew to ₹2,265
crore from ₹2,082 crore in the
corresponding quarter of the
previous fiscal, said PNB
Housing Finance. Interest
income for the quarter rose to
₹2,138 crore, compared to
₹1,980 crore a year ago. Net
interest income also increased
6 per cent to ₹803 crore in
Q1FY27 against ₹760 crore. PTI
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