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INITIATIVE TO COVER CRITICAL MINERALS, CHIPS

India left out of US-led
supply chain coalition

RAVI DUTTAMISHRA
New Delhi, December 12

A NEW US-LED strategic
initiative, Pax Silica, which
aims to build a secure supply
chain ranging from critical
minerals and energy inputs to
advanced manufacturing and
semiconductors, does not
include India.

This comes at a time when
anIndia-UStrade deal remains
elusive despite several high-
level talks and rounds of tech-

nical negotiations.
Delhi has been vying for
opportunities during the

ongoing global supply chain
realignment as US and Euro-
pean companiesare looking to
diversifyaway from China.The
West’s diversification push has
gathered pace, especially after
China imposed restrictions on
rare earth magnets,disrupting
global supply chains.

A US Department of State
statement said the inaugural
Pax Silica Summit convenes
counterparts from Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Singapore,
the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom, Israel, the United
Arab Emirates and Australia.
“Together, these countries are
home to the most important
companies and investors pow-
ering the global Al supply
chain,’ the statement said.

Pax Silicaisa US-led strate-
gicinitiative tobuild a“secure,
prosperous, and innovation-
driven silicon supply chain”—
from critical minerals and
energy inputs to advanced
manufacturing, semiconduc-
tors, AI infrastructure,
and logistics.

“Rooted in deep coopera-
tionwith trusted allies, Pax Sil-
ica aims to reduce coercive
dependencies, protect the
materials and capabilities
foundational toartificial intel-
ligence, and ensure aligned
nations can develop and
deploy transformative tech-
nologies at scale. Countries will
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partner on securing strategic
stacks of the global technology
supply chain, including, but
not limited to, software appli-
cations and platforms,” the
State Department said.

“Countries affirmed a
shared commitment to pursue
projects to jointly address Al
supply chain opportunities
and vulnerabilities in priority
critical minerals,semiconduc-
tor design, fabrication, and
packaging,logistics and trans-
portation, compute, and
energy grids and power gener-
ation,”it said.

Measures under Pax Silica
include pursuing new joint
ventures and strategic co-
investment opportunities,
protecting sensitive technolo-
giesand critical infrastructure
from undue access or control
by countries of concern and
building trusted technology
ecosystems,including ICT sys-

tems, fibre-optic cables, data
centres, foundational models

and applications.
“The initiative responds to
growing demand from

partners to deepen economic
and technology cooperation
with the United States and
understanding that Al repre-
sents a transformative force
for our long-term prosperity.
Recognition that trustworthy
systems are essential for safe-
guarding our mutual security
and prosperity,” the US State
Department said.

In an interview in October,
US Secretary of the Treasury
Scott Bessent had framed
China’s new export controls
on critical minerals as
“China versus the rest of the
world”, stating that the US is
pushing back firmly and
expects strong support from
“Europe, India and other
Asian democracies”.

JioStar: Media
rights deal with
ICCin full force

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, December 12

THE INTERNATIONAL
CRICKET Council and JioStar,
the media companythat holds
the $3-billion broadcast and
streaming rights for ICC tour-
naments from 2024-2027,
said on Friday that the agree-
ment between the two was in
full force.

Star India, which has been
merged with Viacom18 to
form JioStar, had won the ICC
media rights in 2022 for the
2024-2027 cycle.

“TioStar continues as the
ICC’s official media rights
partnerand is fullycommitted
to honour its contractual
obligations in letter and
spirit,” a joint statement said.
It added that JioStar was
focussed on providing “unin-
terrupted, world-class cover-
age of upcoming ICC events,
including the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup”.

The statement acquires
significance since speculation
had gathered steam this week
that the two partners were on
a sticky wicket with regard to
the media agreement owing
to aweak TV advertising mar-
ket. The ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2026 is scheduled to be
held in February in India and
Sri Lanka.

However, ICC and JioStar
said in their latest statement
that the preparations for the
event was progressing as
planned, adding that there
was no impact on viewers or
advertisers.“ICCand JioStar,as
long-term commercial part-
ners, maintain regular com-
munication on operational,
commercial and strategic
matters focused on the role
the partnership can play in
growing the sport,” the state-
ment said.

Somereports had alsoindi-
cated that ICC had tapped
competitors such as Sony Pic-
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tures Networks India (SPNI),
Amazon Prime and Netflix for
the media rights after JioStar
had expressed its inability to
service thelasttwoyearsof the
contract over mountinglosses.

But experts have said that
sports remains a key program-
ming differentiator forJioStar
and its streaming platform
JioHotstar. The latter crossed
over 1 billion downloads on
Google Play in India, joining
apps such as Netflix that have
achieved this milestone.

This follows the platforms
already having a close race in
terms of subscribers. JioHot-
star, launched in February as
the combined platform of
JioCinema and Disney+ Hot-
star, has about 300 million
paid subscribers.On the other
hand, Netflix,whichis present
in around 190 countries, is
said to have about 309.8
million subscribers as of Sep-
tember, according to
Bloomberg Consensus.

With over 500 million
monthly active users, JioHot-
staralsoleads the OTT market
in the country.

Vinesh returns to the mat,
eyes medal at 2028 Games

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 12

STAR WRESTLER VINESH
PHOGAT on Friday
announced that she would be
coming out of retirement to
takeanothershotatan elusive
Olympic medal at the 2028
Los Angeles Games as the “the
fire never left” her and was
merely buried under “exhaus-
tion and noise”.

The 31-year-old had
walked away from the sport
after the heartbreak of the
Paris Games last year, where
shewas dramatically disquali-
fied for being 100 g over the
permissible weight limit
ahead of her 50-kg category
gold medal bout.

She had appealed to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS), seeking a joint silver
medal, but the verdict
remained unchanged,leading
her to announce her retire-
ment and join politics to be
elected as an MLA from
Haryana’s Julana
constituency.

“People kept asking if

Paris was the end. Foralong |

time,I didn’t have the answer.

Ineeded tostep away from the
mat, from the pressure, from
the expectations, even from
my own ambitions. For the
first time in years, I allowed
myself to breathe,” Vinesh

posted on her social media
accounts.

“I'took time to understand
the weight of my journey the
highs, the heartbreaks, the
sacrifices, the versions of me
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the world never saw. And
somewhere in that reflection,
I found the truth, I still
love this sport. I still want to
compete.”

The athlete welcomed a
baby boy in July.

“In that silence, I found
something I’d forgotten ‘the
fire never left’. It was only
buried under exhaustion and
noise. The discipline, the rou-
tine, the fight...it’s in my sys-
tem. No matter how far I
walked away, a part of me
stayed on the mat.”

Vinesh said she will begin
her journey towards LA28
with renewed spirit and her
son by her side.

“So here I am, stepping
back towards LA28 with a
heart that’s unafraid and a
spirit that refuses to bow. And
this time, I’'m not walking
alone my son is joining my
team, my biggest motivation,
my little cheerleader on
this road to the LA Olympics,”’
she added.

Vinesh had already
scripted history bybecoming
the first Indian woman

wrestler to reach an
Olympic  gold-medal
bout. A three-time

Olympian, she has
won gold medals at
both the Asian
Gamesand the Com-
monwealth Games.

House panel demands updated
air quality norms ‘at the earliest’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 12

A PARLIAMENTARY PANEL on
Friday asked the Centre to
come up with the updated
India’s National Ambient Air
Quality Standards“at the earli-
est”, noting that the standards
were last revised in 2009.
Inareporttabledinthe Lok
Sabha, the Department-

related Parliamentary Stand-
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ing Committee on Scienceand
Technology, Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
also recommended that all
manual stations in Delhi-NCR
be upgraded to continuous
ambient air quality monitor-
ing systems.

The committee said the
current distribution of air
quality monitoring stations in
Delhi is “heavily skewed”
towards central and southern

parts, which are relatively
less populated, greener and
more affluent.

It said this geographical
bias leads to “a distorted and
non-representative dataset”.

The panel also noted most
of the six new continuous
monitoring stations proposed
were again planned in rela-
tively greener areas, while the
trans-Yamuna region has
“again been left out”.
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