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ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dubai

A tanker was struck by two projec-
tiles off Qatar’s coast in the Persian
Gulf, the British military said, adding
that the status of the crew was
unconfirmed. The United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations Centre
said the attack took place 50 nau-
tical miles (57 miles; 92 kilometres)
north of Qatar’s city of Madinat ash
Shamal. It did not identify the
tanker or which country’s flag it
was sailing under. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility
for the attack.  It also said the extent
of the damage and any environ-
mental impact were unknown.

UKMTO said in a report last
month that it was “struggling to
accurately report” the true number
of attacks as the majority of ships
now refuse to report them. South
Korea’s military has proposed

expanding the operational area of
an anti-piracy naval unit deployed
near Somalia to include waters
south of Oman, saying that the con-
flicts in the West Asia have led to
increased pirate activity.

Defence Ministry spokesperson
Chung Binna said Thursday that the

possible expansion of the
Cheonghae unit’s mission would
not involve South Korea in the US
war with Iran. She stressed that
South Korea would not directly par-
ticipate in military operations to
ensure freedom of navigation near
the Strait of Hormuz unless “allow-

able circumstances” were created,
describing those conditions as an
end to the war with Iran or an
agreement to stop the fighting.

Under the military’s proposal, the
South Korean operational area
would be expanded to include
waters south of Oman, with its far-
thest point near the port of Duqm,
more than 650 kilometres from the
Strait of Hormuz. 

The unit would also receive addi-
tional equipment and personnel,
including patrol aircraft and an
explosive ordnance disposal team,
Chung said.The changes 
would require approval from
President Lee Jae Myung and the
country’s legislature.

Iran’s state TV said Thursday
that two oil tankers and a towboat
caught fire after striking mines in
the Strait of Hormuz. It did not
provide details about possible

casualties or the vessels’ flags. The
claim could not be independently
verified. Quoting a statement by the
Revolutionary Guard, the report
said the Guard also seized two US
drones in the airspace over the
strait. The Guard routinely makes
similar statements about targeting
vessels as well as damaging oil
tankers in the strait.

Tehran closed the strait, through
which some 20 per cent of the
world’s oil supply passed during
peacetime, after the US and Israel
attacked Iran in February, launch-
ing the war. An assailant attacked
and killed a security officer near the
Sri Lankan Embassy in Jordan’s
capital on Thursday, authorities
said. Jordan’s Public Security
Directorate said a member of its
forces was assaulted with a sharp
object and died, and that an inves-
tigation was opened.

Tanker hit by 2 projectiles off Qatar coast 

SHIRISH B PRADHAN n Kathmandu

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met
Nepalese Prime Minister Balendra Shah
on Thursday and discussed issues of
mutual interest and ways to further
bolster bilateral cooperation in 
several areas.

The main purpose of the foreign sec-
retary’s two-day visit to Nepal was to
discuss Prime Minister Shah’s upcom-
ing visit to India.

Foreign Secretary Misri called on PM
Shah and conveyed to him greetings
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Embassy of India in Kathmandu
said. “The discussion focused on the
implementation of various bilateral ini-
tiatives, and possibilities for further
enhancement of India-Nepal cooper-
ation across domains, especially in the
context of the forthcoming high-level
visit,” it said in a post on X.

During the meeting at Singha
Durbar, Foreign Secretary Misri said

India has been making necessary
preparations for the successful visit of
Prime Minister Shah, the PM Office said
in a statement .

Prime Minister Shah expressed grat-
itude to the government of India for
providing relief materials as the first
responder after the devastating

Rasuwa-Bhotekoshi flood and for pro-
viding assistance by sending a rescue
team, the statement said. 

He expressed gratitude to PM Modi
for expressing solidarity through a tele-
phone call at a time when Nepal was
suffering from the disaster, it said. 

(PTI )

SAJJAD HUSSAIN n Islamabad 

Saudi Arabia has extended
the $3 billion financing facil-
ity for Pakistan for a “reason-
able period”, according to
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb. Saudi Arabia
helped Pakistan with a $3
billion financing facility in
April this year as Islamabad
had to repay $3.5 billion to the
United Arab Emirates.
Initially, it was provided for
three months.”

It has been extended, and
for a reasonable period,”
Aurangzeb told journalists
outside the Parliament. 

“You don’t need to worry as
to for how long, given the kind
of strategic relationship we
have,” Dawn quoted him as
saying in response to a query
that the financing facility 
had already matured on
October 31. Saudi Arabia had
also provided another $5
billion to bridge the financing
gap, and it had already been
extended until  2028,
Aurangzeb said.

When asked if Pakistan had
also sought additional
support, the minister denied
it, saying this was not needed
as foreign exchange reserves

covered more than three
months of imports and would
be strengthened to provide a
four-month import cover by
the end of the year through
capital markets, according 
to Dawn.

Responding to another
question about the prospects
of the $10 billion Exchange
Stabilisation Support Facility
(ESSF) requested from the US
in July this year, he sought to
lower expectations that he
himself had raised over the
past several months.

“What we asked for back in
July and were looking at was
the market access. We have
got the market access,” he
said, referring to the $3 billion
bond Pakistan issued in
September against orders
worth $6 billion.  (PTI )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n St John’s

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has urged Commonwealth partners to
“de-risk and diversify”, emphasising
the need to enhance local distribution
among member nations.

Jaishankar arrived in St John's,
Antigua and Barbuda, on Tuesday to
attend the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM). 

“Commonwealth partners also
need to de-risk and diversify. This
requires shorter and trusted supply
chains,” Jaishankar posted on social
media after attending the
Commonwealth heads of govern-
ment and business leaders' breakfast
meeting on Wednesday. 

Jaishankar said Commonwealth
partners need to make more efforts
to enhance local distribution, adding
that more connectivity corridors are
good for business. “Promote training
and capacity building as it gives more
options for partners,” he said. 

EAM said that the Indian business
community spread across the world
is an asset for the Commonwealth.  

Speaking about the significance of
digital public infrastructure for good
governance, Jaishankar said, “Digital is
a game changer as it promotes efficien-
cy, good governance and growth.”
“International Solar Alliance and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure can be leveraged for

climate action,” Jaishankar said. Sharing
India's experiences in Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR),
Jaishankar said, “Our First Responder
experiences and HADR activities
suggest the need for local hubs.” 

He said that comfort within the
Commonwealth nations “can build
business for growth and prosperity”,
adding that mobility of skills can be
an important Commonwealth focus.
The theme of this year's CHOGM is
accelerating partnerships and
i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  a  p r o s p e r o u s
Commonwealth.  

Jaishankar also met with the Prime

Minister of the United Kingdom, Andy
Burnham and the Prime Minister of
Australia, Anthony Albanese, on the
sidelines of CHOGM.

He discussed the India–UK
Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA) with the UK
PM Burnham. “Discussed strengthen-
ing our economic partnership in the
context of CETA, as well as the 
global  landscape,”  Jaishankar 
posted on social  media after  
meeting with Burnham.  EAM also
interacted with the members of the
Indian community in Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Paris

French trade unions are
joining forces on Thursday
for nationwide strikes and
demonstrations for higher
wages and in support of
the high school protest
movement, piling new pres-
sure on the beleaguered
Government.

After more than a month
of regular and large protests
across France, major rallies
are again expected in Paris,
Lyon and Marseille, with
hundreds of thousands of
people likely to turn out.

Transportation chaos is
expected and some schools
could be shut as teachers
join the strike. 

French Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez said that
70,000 police are being
deployed, backed by
armoured vehicles, drones
and helicopters. Police have
been criticised for injuring
protesters with heavy-

handed tactics. In a joint
statement, France’s main
unions warned that the
country is on the brink of
recession and that layoff
plans are multiplying: “Fuel,
food products, rent, gas,
electricity … everything’s
going up except wages and
pensions,” they said.

France is mired in debt
and is one of the worst 
economic performers in
Europe, along with Italy 
and Belgium.

The unions put President
E m m a n u e l  M a c r o n ’ s
Governmentand employ-
ers on notice.  “Anger is
immense,” they said. “The

situation in this country is
fragile.” Before the strike
action, the Government
had been negotiating with
unions — a familiar sce-
nario in French politics — in
h o p e s  o f  l i m i t i n g  t h e
rioting, which has resulted
in France’s worst civil
unrest in years.

Saudi extends $3 billion
financing facility for Pak

FS Vikram Misri during a meeting with Nepalese Prime Minister Balendra Shah in Kathmandu PTI 
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Hasina vows to return
to Bangladesh from
exile in December

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dhaka

Former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, ousted in a
mass uprising in 2024, has
told The Associated Press
that she remains committed
to returning to Bangladesh
from exile in India next
month, despite being sen-
tenced to death over her
Government’s deadly crack-
down on protesters.

Hasina fled to India after
student-led protests forced
her from power and has
remained there ever since.

In 2025, a Bangladeshi
special tribunal sentenced
her to death for crimes
against humanity, ruling that
she was responsible for
ordering the crackdown,
which left hundreds of people
dead and thousands of others
injured. The United Nations
has said in a report that
nearly 1,400 people were
killed. Hasina denies any
wrongdoing. She also has
rejected the tribunal’s verdict
and challenged the legitima-
cy of the trial.

Bangladesh has repeated-
ly sought Hasina’s extradi-
tion, but India has declined to
hand her over. She had first
announced in August her
intention to return 
in December.

“If death is my destiny, I
would rather die on the soil
of my own country, among
my own people,” she told The
Associated Press in response
to questions by email. “So, I
will return to Bangladesh.
That decision has not

changed.” Questions were
submitted to her last week
and she responded 
on Wednesday.

Hasina, who was prime
minister from 2009-2024,
didn’t disclose how she plans
to return from India. She
could face arrest upon arrival
in Bangladesh.

“I know that I may be
arrested when I return. I may
be imprisoned, tortured or
even killed. I am fully aware
of those possibilities. But I
cannot spend the rest of my
life watching my people
suffer from a distance,” she
told the AP.

Following Hasina’s ouster,
Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Muhammad Yunus took
charge of an interim admin-
istration, leading the country
for the next 18 months.

In February,  Tarique
Rahman, son of former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and a
longtime political rival of
Hasina, swept to power in a
landslide election held under
Yunus’  administration.
Hasina’s Awami League party
was barred from contesting
the vote.

Hasina’s planned return
comes as her party faces an
uncertain future amid a
sweeping crackdown. The
party remains banned, with
senior leaders arrested or
driven into exile. Hasina
alleged that at least 20,000
party members have been
killed since August 2024,
while thousands have been
arrested, tortured or forced 
into hiding. 
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