
NEET (UG) paper ‘leak’ 
returns to haunt NTA
Centre cancels medical entrance exam  
and orders CBI-led investigation 

auhona mukherjee 
New Delhi, 12 May 

The National Testing Agency 
(NTA) on Tuesday cancelled 
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (Undergrad-
uate) 2026, or NEET (UG), 
examination conducted on 
May 3 amid allegations of a 
question paper leak, with the 
Centre ordering a comprehen-
sive probe led by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 
The NTA said fresh examin-
ation dates would be 
announced separately, trigger-
ing protests from students. 

“NTA, with the approval of 
the Government of India, has 
decided to cancel the NEET 
(UG) 2026 examination con-
ducted on May 3, 2026, and re-
conduct the examination on 
dates that will be notified sep-
arately,” the agency said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

“The inputs received by 
NTA, taken together with the 
findings shared by law enforce-
ment agencies, established 
that the present examination 
process could not be allowed to 
stand,” the central exam-con-
ducting body said in the state-
ment. It added that all 
registration data, candidature 
details, and examination 
centres chosen by candidates 
in the May 2026 cycle would be 
carried forward. No fresh regis-
tration would be required and 
no additional examination fee 
would be charged. 

The cancellation affects over 
2.4 million medical aspirants 
and comes amid fresh questions 
over the conduct of national-
level entrance examinations by 
NTA. It also triggered protests 
by student groups in parts of 
Delhi, including near Shastri 
Bhawan, where police deploy-
ment was increased amid dem-
onstrations demanding 
accountability and structural 
reforms in the examination 
system. Student organisations, 
including the National Stu-
dents’ Union of India (NSUI) 
and Students’ Federation of 
India, staged protests in 
multiple cities.  

While Union Minister of 
Education Dharmendra Prad-
han did not respond to media 
queries on the cancellation, 
NTA described the situation as 
a serious concern for students, 
parents, and the broader educa-

tion ecosystem. “I understand 
that more than 200,000 people 
were involved in the examin-
ation system. This is distressing 
for everyone involved. We take 
responsibility for what has hap-
pened; it was wrong. We are 
cancelling it and preparing to 
conduct it again with the assur-
ance that such incidents will 
not be repeated,” NTA Director-
General Abhishek Singh told 
PTI. He said the new schedule 
for the re-examination would 
be announced within the “next 
seven to 10 days”. 

NTA had said question 
papers were transported in 
GPS-tracked vehicles carrying 
unique, traceable watermark 
identifiers, while examination 
centres were monitored 
through artificial intelligence-
assisted CCTV surveillance . 

The move comes against the 
backdrop of earlier contro-
versies involving NTA-con-
ducted entrance examinations.  

The NEET (UG) 2024 case 
saw allegations of paper leaks 
and irregularities in grace 
marks, triggering protests, legal 

challenges before the Supreme 
Court, and multiple arrests in 
Bihar and Gujarat.  

The episode also led to dis-
ruptions in other national 
exams. In June 2024, University 
Grants Commission National 
Eligibility Test (UGC NET) was 
cancelled after inputs sug-
gested a possible compromise 
of question papers, while Coun-
cil of Scientific and Industrial 
Research-UGC NET was post-
poned and NEET (Postgradu-
ate) deferred as a precaution. 

Preliminary inputs being 
examined by investigators 
include allegations of overlap 
between a circulated “guess 
paper” and the actual NEET 
(UG) question paper. Author-
ities in Rajasthan have 
claimed that a number of 
questions from the circulated 
material matched the exam-
ination paper. A man was 
detained in Maharashtra in 
connection with the alleged 
leak, and oicials said a Rajas-
than Police team was 
expected to take custody of 
him for further questioning. 
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AI enters India’s 

monsoon watch  

NSUI members protest against the National Testing Agency 
over the cancellation of NEET (UG) 2026 exam, outside 
Shastri Bhawan in New Delhi on Tuesday photo: pti

sanjeeb mukherjee 
New Delhi, 12 May 

Climate change is making 
weather forecasting more 
complex, prompting the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Monday to launch the 
country’s first artificial intelli-
gence (AI)-enabled monsoon 
advance forecasting model 
that can predict its onset at  
the block level up to four weeks 
in advance. 

The IMD also launched a 
pilot project developed by the 
National Centre for Medium 
Range Weather Forecasting 
(NCMRWF) for high-resolution 
rainfall forecasting in Uttar Pra-
desh using advanced AI sys-
tems. The pilot can generate 
rainfall forecasts at a spatial res-
olution of a 1 kilometre (km) grid. 

The launch comes at a time 
when the 2026 southwest 
monsoon is projected to be 
below normal across most 
parts of the country, though 
the IMD said the new models 
have no correlation with the 
seasonal forecast. 

According to IMD, both sys-
tems aim to deliver hyperlocal, 
impact-based, and AI-driven 
weather services across the 
country. The models were 
developed in consultation with  
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, and their out-
puts will be shared with farmers 
through application program-
ming interfaces developed by 
the ministry and through the 
Agri Stack platform. 

“The block-level monsoon 
onset forecast model combines 
existing numerical weather 
prediction models with AI to 

generate probabilistic forecasts 
of monsoon progression every 
Wednesday up to four weeks in 
advance, with a model error 
margin of around four days,” 
Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Earth Sciences  
Jitendra Singh said while 
launching the two models. 

The forecasting system cur-
rently covers 3,196 blocks 
across 15 states and one Union 
Territory, largely concentrated 
in rainfed regions where mon-

soon onset plays a critical role 
in agriculture and water man-
agement. The coverage will 
gradually be expanded. 

M Ravichandran, secretary, 
Ministry of Earth Sciences, 
said the block-level monsoon 
advance forecasting system 
will base its assessment on the 
onset of a continuous five-day 
rainfall spell and the absence 
of prolonged dry spells over the 
subsequent 30 days.  

“This system will be of 
immense help in agricultural 
planning, disaster manage-
ment and water resources 
management,” Singh said. On 
the UP pilot, he said the system 
will generate rainfall forecasts 
at 1 km spatial resolution up to 
10 days in advance. The system 
uses AI-driven downscaling 
techniques and integrates data 
from automatic rain gauges, 
automatic weather stations, 
Doppler weather radars, and 
satellite-based rainfall datasets.  

Monsoon currents build 

In a related development, the 
IMD said conditions are 
becoming favourable for the 
onset of the southwest mon-
soon over parts of the south 
Bay of Bengal, Andaman Sea 
and Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands towards the end of this 
week. IMD said it will issue 
updates on its progress later 
this month. In other parts, 
heatwave conditions are likely 
at isolated places over West 
Rajasthan during the next six 
to seven days, and over East 
Rajasthan, adjoining parts of 
Central India, Gujarat and 
Maharashtra during the next 
four to five days. 

IMD rolls out block-level forecast models;  
southwest monsoon nearing Andaman Sea 

Operation MBBS  
NEET examination registrations since 2019

Note: Figures rounded-off Source: NTA
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Reading the 
rains with AI 

 IMD launches AI-enabled n
block-level monsoon 
advance forecast model 

NCMRWF unveils pilot for n
high-resolution rainfall 
forecast in Uttar Pradesh 

New system predicts rainfall n
at 1 km grid resolution, 
compared with the earlier 
12.5 km scale 

    AI-based monsoon onset n
model currently covers 3,196 
blocks across 15 states and 
one Union Territory 

Most covered blocks lie in n
rainfed regions where 
monsoon timing is critical  
for farming and disaster 
preparedness

FDC LIMITED
(CIN: L24239MH1940PLC003176)

Registered Oice: FDC House, C-11 & 12, Dalia Industrial Estate, Oshiwara Village,
Of New Link Road, Andheri - West, Mumbai – 400 053, Maharashtra, INDIA

Tel : 022-69107100 Email: investors@fdcindia.comWebsite: www.fdcindia.com

CORRIGENDUM TO THE POSTAL BALLOT NOTICE DATED 21STAPRIL, 2026
This Corrigendum is being issued by FDC Limited (“Company”) to the Postal Ballot Noice dated 21st April, 2026 seeking approval of

the Members for the appointment of Mr. Kishore Mukund Saletore (DIN: 01705850) as an Independent Director of the Company.

This Corrigendum is to be read in conjuncion with the said Postal Ballot Noice dated 21st April, 2026 as available on the websites

of the Company, Naional Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE”) and BSE Limited (“BSE”). The said Postal Ballot Noice was

dispatched to all the shareholders of the Company in due compliance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, and rules

made thereunder, read with circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate Afairs and Securiies and Exchange Board of India and all

other applicable provisions on April 22, 2026 whose e-mail IDs are registered with the Depository Paricipants (DPs) or with the

Company or its Registrar and Transfer Agent (RTA) as on the Cut-of date.

This corrigendum is being issued to amend a typographical error in the noice as follows:

The resoluion for appointment of Mr. Kishore Mukund Saletore as an Independent Director of the Company was proposed as

“Ordinary Resoluion” instead of “Special Resolu�on” in the Noice. TheMembers are requested to read it as “Special Resoluion”

wherever appearing in the Postal Ballot noice, its notes, annexures and any other communicaion in this regard. All other contents

of the Noice, save and except as modi�ed by this Corrigendum, shall remain unchanged.

This corrigendum to the Postal Ballot Noice shall form an integral part of the Postal Ballot Noice which has already been

circulated to the shareholders of the Company and on and form the date hereof, the Postal Ballot Noice shall always be read in

conjuncion with the Corrigendum.

By Order of the Board of Directors of,

FDC Limited

Sd/-

Place: MUMBAI Varsharani Katre

Date: May 8, 2026 Company Secretary & Legal Head
PUBLIC NOTICE

Registered Office: Exchange Plaza, C-1, Block G, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East),
Mumbai - 400 051, Maharashtra, India

Name and Registered office
address of the Company*

Name of the
Promoters

Address of the
Promoters *

Fair
value
(Rs. per
share)

Varanium Cloud Limited 

B-1477, Narayan Arcade, 
Sawantwadi, Sindhudurg 
Maharashtra, India 416510.

Harshawardhan
Hanmant Sabale

Flat No - 3, Sector
No - 63, Plot No - 51
Saibaba Nanak Society,
Kondhawakh, Pune,
Maharashtra,
India - 411048.

22/-

For and on behalf of National Stock Exchange of India Limited

Place: Mumbai

Date: May 13, 2026

Public Notice for Compulsory Delisting of Equity Shares of Companies in terms of 

Regulation 32(5)(a) of SEBI (Delisting of Equity Shares) Regulations, 2021  

Notice is now given that the equity shares of the following company were delisted w.e.f. April 

22, 2026, in terms of Regulation 32(5)(a) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(Delisting of Equity Shares) Regulations, 2021 ("Delisting Regulations"), Section 21A of 

Securities Contract (Regulation) Act, 1956, Securities Contract (Regulations) Rules, 1957 

and Bye-Laws and Regulations of National Stock Exchange of India Limited ("Exchange").

Company Compulsorily Delisted due to Non-compliances:

Any queries can be addressed to The Delisting Committee, Listing Department, National 

Stock Exchange of India Limited 'Exchange Plaza·, C -1, Block-G, Bandra-Kurla Complex, 

Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051 and 9th Floor Inspire, BKC Main Road, G Block BKC, 

Patthar Nagar, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400051. 

Contact no: +91 22 26598100 (32014), E-mail: vgandhi@nse.co.in, delisting@nse.co.in 

with cc to dl-insp-enf-delisting@nse.co.in.

The queries should be mandatorily emailed to the above specified email address. Any 

anonymous queries would not be considered valid

i. Such a company and the depositories shall not effect transfer, by way of sale, pledge, 

etc., of any of the equity shares held by the promoters / promoter group and the 

corporate benefits like dividend, rights, bonus shares, split, etc. shall be frozen for all 

the equity shares held by the promoters/ promoter group, till the promoters of such 

company provide an exit option to the public shareholders in compliance with 

sub-regulation (4) of regulation 33 of these regulations, as certified by the relevant 

recognized stock exchange;

ii. The promoters, whole-time directors and person(s) responsible for ensuring 

compliance with the securities laws, of the compulsorily delisted company shall also not 

be eligible to become directors of any listed company till the exit option as mentioned in 

clause (a) is provided.

* Address available as per the records of the Exchange.

Notes:

As per SEBI (Delisting of Equity Shares) Regulations, 2021, the consequences of compulsory 

delisting include the following:

a. In terms of Regulation 34(1) of the Delisting Regulations, the Company, its whole-time 

directors, person(s) responsible for ensuring compliance with the securities laws, its 

promoters and the companies which are promoted by any of them shall not directly or 

indirectly access the securities market or seek listing of any equity shares or act as an 

intermediary in the securities market for a period of ten (10) years from the date of such 

delisting

b. In case of a company whose fair value is positive -

c. The onus of giving exit to the public shareholders is on the promoters of the company. 

d. In terms of Regulation 33(4) of Delisting Regulations, the promoter(s) of the company shall 

acquire the delisted equity shares from the public shareholders by paying them the value 

determined by the valuer, within three months of the date of delisting from the recognised 

stock exchange, subject to the option of the public shareholders to retain their shares.

e. In terms of Regulation 33(5) of Delisting Regulations, the promoter shall be liable to pay 

interest at the rate of ten percent per annum to all the shareholders, who offer their shares 

under the compulsory delisting offer, if the price payable in terms of sub-regulation (3) of 

Regulation 33 is not paid to all the shareholders within the time specified under 

sub-regulation (4).  

oil &gas

NOTICE

(Subsidiary Of Punjab National Bank)

PNB 

GILTS 

LIMITED

CIN : L74899DL1996PLC077120 
Regd. Office: 5, Sansad Marg, New Delhi – 110001 
Tel. 011-23325759, 23325779 
Website: www.pnbgilts.com; Email: pnbgilts@pnbgilts.com

PNB GILTS LIMITED

Place: New Delhi                                                 Date: 12.05.2026

PNB Gilts Ltd, a subsidiary of Punjab National Bank, invites Request for 

Proposal for Selection of Service Provider for Supply,

Implementation, and Migration of Enterprise Email Solution with One 

Year Managed Support and allied services. Details are available at the 

Company's website www.pnbgilts.com under "Tender" section on the 

home page. The last date for submission of the bid in the prescribed mode 

is 02.06.2026 by 03:00 PM. Any corrigendum/clarification in respect of the 

above-mentioned work should be released only on our website.
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